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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The adobe structure covers an area 20 f x 41* and has two connecting 
rooms of approximately equal size. The walls are about two feet thick. 
The adobe blocks are about 22" x 11" x 4".

There are no windows on either end. Presently an unexplained opening 
exists on the ground level at the north end. On the east side there are 
entrances to each room. A window in the south room has been altered to 
serve asittt doorway. The window between the present doors serves the north 
room. On the west side there is a window and a door in the north room, and 
one window in the south room. The interior doorway has been enlarged slight! 
with a curvature, to accommodate later storage of wine casks.

The floors are tamped earth.
A porch existed on the east side. There are notches in the adobe wall 

where the porch rafters rested. (This area is now a wooden lean-to.)
There is a loft under the roof. The height in the middle is sufficient 

for a person to stand upright. To gain entry there is an irregular rect­ 
angular (sides differ in heights) opening off center on the north gable. 
There are remnants of a stair landing. The stairs were in intact when Bowman 
& Hendry made their investigation in the late 1930s.

Wood members—lintels, door and window frames, ledger boards—show signs 
of deterioration, but are in an unusually good condition considering the life 
span of one hundred and seventy years with little or no care or preservation 
efforts.

Not uncommon, the plasterlike surface finish of the adobe walls has 
cracked and flaked off.

A triangular portion of the exterior corner wall was trimmed off of the 
northwest corner in 1948, when the Lusardi Building was being constructed 
immediately adjacent to the adobe. The trimming did not alter the interior 
of the building.

The only addition to the structure was a small, square kitchen con­ 
structed of adobe and appended to the north end of the west wall. This was 
done before Peralta's death, and was removed before 1948. The addition was 
shown on the 1891 Sanborn-Perris map.

Two tie rods have been installed between the east and west walls to 
help to hold the walls from moving outward. Protection "in kind" has been 
provided in several ways to exterior walls: Along the north elevation one 
owner built a tool shed. The lean-to protects the east wall. Corrugated 
metal was placed along the west elevation when the adjacent building was 
constructed. The worst erosion to the adobe block has occurred on the south 
because of the prevailing direction of storms. As an emergency measure in 
May 1973 volunteers installed a protective covering of polyethylene; two 
months later the City of San Jose expended $3,300 to replace it with clear 
acrylic plastic.

Presently there is a corrugated metal roof.

No early photos are known to exist.
The roof was probably thatched. Hall and Winter give some general 

details of the early pueblo adobes. In 1841 Nicholas Dawson described them 
"with no floors, no chimneys, and with the openings for doors and windows 
closed by shutters instead of glass...a few having shingled roofs, but mostly 
thatched with tule or dirt on timbers."

Bullock hides hung at the entrances. Wooden shutters closed the window 
openings. By the time of Peralta's death, the windows were crated with iron
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7. Description, continued

bars for security.
California houses had no fireplaces. Most of the time Californios spent 

out of doors; cooking, visiting, and work was done outside.
In construction rawhide thongs were customarily used to improvise for 

nails.
Older interviewed friends and relatives of the Peraltas in the 1910s. 

They recalled the Peralta family maintained a large altar-shrine in one room 
of the adobe. They described the porch, although it had been removed by that 
date. The attic had been used to store dried fruits, husks for tamales, and 
various winter provisions.

8. Statement of Significance, continued
In 1807 the Governor appointed Peralta Comisionada del pueblo, which he 

held until 1822 when the position was abolished under the Mexican regime. 
Peralta served in other political capacities: elector, treasurer, and juez.

On 3 August 1820 the last Spanish Governor granted to Peralta in recogni­ 
tion of service to the King of Spain the Rancho San Antonio (comparable to the 
present cities of Oakland, Berkeley, and Alameda). Peralta retired from active 
military service in 1826, but he did not move to his rancho. Instead, he 
continued to live the rest of his life in the adobe in San Jose. His wife died 
in 1836. Peralta died at the age of ninety-two in 1851.

From his adobe he had witnessed the development of Alta California under 
four flags: Spanish, Mexican, Bear Flaggers, and American.

Sgt. Peralta bequeathed his residence and the surrounding orchard on 200 x 
400 varas in "this town of San Jose Guadalupe11 to two unmarried daughters: 
Maria Josefa and Maria Guadalupe. Guadalupe built a larger, more modern adobe 
about twenty feet from the family home. This was referred to as the New Adobe. 
It was razed about 1915. Josefa continued to live in the old adobe until her 
death in 1862. In keeping with her will the San Jose property, including the 
Peralta Adobe, was granted to her Indian woman servant, Maria Dolores.

A small adobe had been built southwest of the family house for the Indian 
servant(s) before Peralta 1 s death. It was demolished also about 1915.

The 1891 Sanborn-Perris map made for the use of the San Jose Fire Dept. 
shows in detail three separate adobes on this property. (See attached copy.) 
The map indicates the old Peralta Adobe was then being used as a "wine storage 
area." Still visible on the interior wall is the name "Scatena," indicating 
the location of his wine barrel. Street gossip indicates A.P. Giannini, founde 
of the Bank of America, was a frequent visitor to this building when he worked 
for his stepfather, Lorenzo Scatena.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

L"

This house is significant for two outstanding and very different reason?
1. It is the last remaining adobe left from the first pueblo 

(municipal community) in Spanish Alta California.
2. Its two original owners were fascinating pioneers, who came to 

California with the first Spanish settlers.
It is one of the first houses built in the pueblo. It is authentic and 

untampered by restorations and misconceptions. It is the last structural 
link with the culture of the premiere pueblo. It represents a common type 
of construction used in that period, and is probably a rare example of 1790- 
1800 pioneer, domestic architecture in the state of California.

Pueblo de San Jose de Guadalupe is the oldest civil settlement and the 
first municipal government in California founded 29 November 1777. The 
original location of the pueblo plaza proved to be poorly situated in times 
of winter flooding. (Nothing of the original plaza remains.) Another plaza 
was selected, and Jose Manuel Gonzalez, an original poblador. chose for his 
second home site the northwest corner of the second plaza.

A map in the possession of a private individual, Austin Warburton, 
recently shed information heretofore unavailable to researchers. The map 
has been seen briefly by several persons, such as Arbuckle, McKay, Bulmore, 
Gerlitz, and they consider it to be authentic. It is purported to be 
labeled "Map and Memorandum of Pueblo San Jose de Guadalupe 1820, by Jose 
Fernandez, Santa Clara, California." A notation labels the adobe under 
consideration as "Casa de Manuel Gonsales y despues de Sargento Peralta." 
Ownership prior to the occupancy by Peralta is thus established.

As Pobladores Manuel Gonzalez, an Apache Indian, his Indian wife, and 
their five children accompanied the Anza Party to California in 1776. In 
1785 Gonzalez was appointed Alcalde of Pueblo San Jose. Gonzalez died on 
25 June 1804. It is believed that Peralta acquired the Gonzalez adobe in 
the fall of 1804. Thereafter, the house was referred to as the Peralta 
Adobe.

Seventeen year old Luis Maria Peralta accompanied his father, Corporal 
Gabriel Peralta, his mother, brothers, and sister from the Tubac garrison, 
Sonora, Mexico, to California under the command of Juan Bautista de Anza. 
The names of Manuel Gonzalez and his family appear on the first 1778 padron 
(census) of the pueblo, Luis Peralta 1 s name is ^ftujs&erated as living with 
his parents, who are classified as Spaniards.

In 1781 Peralta enlisted in the Spanish colonial military service, and 
attained the rank of sergeant in 1801.

In 1784 Peralta married Maria Loreto Alviso, who also had come with her 
parents in the Anza Party. After 1804 they made their home in this adobe 
in Pueblo San Jose._____________(continued)_______________________
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Copyright 1891 by the Sanborn-Perris Map Co. limited
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