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VICINITY OF
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OfflCe)

CITY. TOWN
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TITLE Survey and Planning 
Project of Mayaguez
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Puerto Rico

DATE
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CITY. TOWN
San Juan
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CONDITION
^EXCELLENT " ' —DETERIORATED 

_GOOD —RUINS
_UNEXPOSED

The United States' Post Office and Court House is a two-story, 
rectangular structure with one story wings at each side. The building sits 
on a priviledged site in Mayagiiez, slightly raised, claiming different vistas 
from town. A concrete and iron fence circles the landscaped area.

In what otherwise a flat facade, a second floor balcony is recessed into 
the volume. Iron railings shield the open area of the balcony. Here, columns, 
like evry other feature of the facade, are covered in cut stone of different 
colors. The entrance is highlighted by mouldings, trimmings and an eagle icon. 
Openings, kept to a minimum, are in the glass and metal, wether doors or windows 
At its top, the structure exhibits high-releif details which include the build 
ing's name and a colored frieze of geometrical patterns. This frieze runs the 
full lenght of the structure. The sloped roof is stopped by red clay tile.

Inside, circulation is handled by two stairs at opposite ends of the 
rectangle. Glazed ceramic tile is used as wainscoat; public areas are limited 
on the first floor, which is mostly devoted to Post Office, work. Boxes are in 
wood and glass.

On the upper floor, a hallway facing South and running East-West leads 
to different offices, eight of them.
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PERIOD
—PREHISTORIC
— 1400-1499
— 1500-1599

— 1600-1699

— 1700-1799

—1800-1899
—X1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE
—ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC
—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC
—AGRICULTURE 
ARCHITECTURE
_ART

—COMMERCE

—COMMUNICATIONS

—COMMUNITY PLANNING

—CONSERVATION

—ECONOMICS

—EDUCATION

—ENGINEERING
—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT

—INDUSTRY

—INVENTION

CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

—LAW
—LITERATURE

—MILITARY

—MUSIC

—PHILOSOPHY
—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

—RELIGION

—SCIENCE

—SCULPTURE
—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN

—THEATER

—TRANSPORTATION
—OTHER (SPEO*v»

BUILDER/ARCHITECT Louis A. Simpson

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The United States Post Office and Court House of Mayaguez is located on 
what was the site of the Old Spanish Infantry Building, badly damaged in 1918 
by an earthquake.

The 1935 structure built by the United States' government, being most 
distinguished and architecturally significant, emerges as an excellent repre 
sentative of the period in which it was built. The Post Office symbolizes the 
initial efforts of the American government to sponsor, foster and stimulate 
construction on the Island. As such, it is among several edifices used for 
institutional purposes (schools, health facilities and such) that would become 
references and precedents for subsequent construction in Puerto Rico.



Gaudier y Cabassa, Martfn. El Mayaquez de Ayer y de Hoy. Mayaguez, Puerto Rico, 
1959.
Aguilo", Sylvia. Mayaguez: Notas para su Historia. State Historic Preservation 
Office, 1984
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FORM PREPARED BY
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Arch. Jorge Rigau
ORGANIZATION

Colegio de Arquitectos de Puerto Rico
DATE

September; 1984
TELEPHONE

(809) 724-1213
CITY OR TOWN
Hato Rey

STATE

Puerto Rico

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER RECO
YES_X_ NO___ NONE

VATION OFFICER SIGNATURE
In compliance with Executive Order 11593,1 hereby nominate this property to the National Ret ster, certifying that the State 
Historic Preservation Officer has been allowed/sbkdays^in which to present the nomination to the State Review Board and to 
evaluate its significance. The evaluated level oAiaifance is —^rttfow __State 
FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATURE

TITLE Director, Office qy Real Estate DATE 02/06/86
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