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Town Wakefield
Address 26 Albion Street

Historic Narme item Building

Use: Present nnmTnpr-pi

Original Commercial
DESCRIPTION

c. 1912
source Historv of Wakefield
SyleEarly ?2Qth cantaury coinrnercal
Ardiitect NA
Exterior Wall Fabrichri  p.k Hr o.»t “tn-np>

trim
Outbuildings TJnn?

Major Alterations (with dates) one

story additions on west, 1935 & 1958

OxiditiCHi Good

Moved NA Date NA

Acreage Under one acre

Setting corner building on cltv

Street

Recorded by A-rrhi t-.PPt:nr-a 1 p-ppBPr-vati nn
AsSOC3,it!/GS
Organizaticn Wakefigld Historical
Comm ssi on
Date \arch 1985



NATI O\ REG STER (R TER A STATEMETY (i f appl i cabl e)

A wel |l preserved representative of early 20th century commerci al
building design, the Item Building | sthe home of Wkefield's

dom nant daily newspaper, established |854, which was one of the
first suburban nevvsr)apers | nNew England t ohave |ts ow publishing
facilities. The building retains Integrity of location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association, and
meets criteria A and Cof the NRHP on t helocal level. e

ARHTETaH AL S QN FH CANCE Describe inportant architectural features andevaluate interns of
other buildings within the canmunity.

This is a good exanple of early 20th century comrercial buildingi n
Wakefield. |t makes use of t helatest construction techniques t o
provide |arge wi ndow bays andwhile i trests ongranite foundations,
and has granite window sills, the building uses cast stone forits
cornice. Cast stone was an econom cal material, easy t owork with,
which grew in poEuIariW I n the next decades. The Commercial Style
can be seen I nthis building pulling away from the historicizing
approach. |t hasalong I'ts 3 and 4 bay street facades piers which
separate the bays and' have copper pier caps, however? there | snot a
strong reference bei n? nmade t oan earlier style. At the entrance
where allusions areoften nade t oearlier styles, theshed roof
entrance hood on Craftsman Style braces | s non-hlstorlclzlng.

Hsrrail CAL SGNHCANE Hceplainthe role owners played in |ocal or state history and hew the
building relates to the devel opnent of the commaunity.

The Dally Item newspaper was one of the first suburban papersi n

New England t ohave itsown printing and production plant. The
newspaper had been established | n1894 by Fred Young, who previouslyhad
published a weekI% paper | nWakefield. Young' s paper was successful
and i nl19Q0 when he decided t osell It, changed ownership several
times then was bought by Harris M Dol beare, a publisher dedicated to
high quality and t okeeping up with printing technology which was

to change rapidly I nthe next decades. This building was constructed
in 1912 t ohouse the paper's admi nistrationand production i n the
center of town. I nthe following year a Duplex Junior web press was
Installed andin 1915t hefirst Linotype nmachi nes were bought. The
paper has won awards for it snews presentation. |t domnatedt he
newspaper business | nWakefield from the time of its establishment,

al though competition was attenpted at various times.

B Bl G3APHY and/ or REFERENCES
Eaton W lliamand Historic Conmttee. The History of Wakefield,
Massachusetts, 1944.
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