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The Artz Building, consttvucted in 1914, is a single-story, flat
roofed K20-Classical building on a cerner lct in the cld
commarcial section of Tustin. It is clad in stucco and is nctable
for the row cf eight columns, topped with Ionic capitals, that
support a porticeo that provides shelter for the sidewalk and
entrances. The building retains a high degree of integrity.

North {(Main) Elevation:

Topred by a flat roof, the Artz Building features an unbroken
parapet with a narrcw torder across the top. Inset panels of
gtucce, ocutlined in wocd, occupy tine space between the border and
wia: ccraice kelcw. A plain frieze, trimmed with mclding, accents
tn: botton of the c¢ornice. REight roawl columns, sitting on square
bhages and topped waith Towde capitals, Form a ruw along the frunt
of th= portico. The twin storcfrontc feature six foot high luker
slacs transoms, rplate glass store windaows, and doors with izrge
ractanguiar wvindows and tre origins” »vass harldysre. The onliy
alteratione oocur at the easi end of the eastermmost storefiont.

A GoGr; which watches the twos in the canter, was added in that bay
and new glass was added to the 31ide ane in the “ransonm area akove.
ko flnor of ne portico s made of sceoered convreile.

- - -

2ast Bleration:

T2 2as5t elevation is a brick commnen wail with the single-storied

b

cermerciel building to the east.

weel Tilevation:

The woct clevaticn iz topped witu the ~#me style unbroken parapet.
tow horder, panels, cornice and irieze as the norvh elevation.,
Sguare pliaste:rs, added in 1534, after the 1333 Long Beach

earifhguake, nrovide additlorai supnor’. The azcrad windows were
8610 o have heen added 3% that tirme. However, a clcse )

a¥al- inatlon of a photo “uker between 19i4 and i¢2¢ indicates that
art loast some of the windowe cculd haove teen in =zxistence at that
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time. Stained glass was installed in the first
grace tnz west side. The two southernmost
rigiral plain glass,
spaces petween the pilaesters.

South elevation:

The rear elevaticn, which faces the allev, features
arched radiating brick openings arnd a new co=n;

lintel. The new opening, installed

four windowe which

windows retain their
Stucce is the material used to fill in the

five original
ning with a flat
in the late 137Cs, contains

three wooden doors with a large glass window centared in each.

The arched windows ccntain the original dourl

e-~h

'~ e

ung windows with

the exception of the westernmost window, which contains cooling
2quiprent and a pipe which leads to the ducting on the roof.

Interiox:

The interior of thc Artz Building, dezigned 2c twin bays, has
changad little since it was in use as a general store by Charles
Lrtu. doct cof the cricinal woeodwork rerains. Tin ceilings and
bowi=-ctyies light fixtures are still in Dluacz. In the westernmast
rooe, e front two-tairds is fitted as a rastaurant. The staincgd
giusc windcows high in the walls and Lhe ~upoces orick insets wer:s
adaded in the late 15/0g when the Rutabec:lr restaurant was
inetaili=as. The rexr third, in nsu ag ths witshen, is soreened off
Ivesm e Tront with secticns of weoden parele. The castarnmost
half ol Lie building iz an spen dining room. connected to the
westein helf by z pair of jouble doors. i raw of wooden scraenc
arprer izatzly cighe fect from the rear vall and the resirooms are
aly izt pave bzen altired in the easter halif.

The Axta vuzldin axh*klta its origipal incoarity of 1ocati01,
setting. dﬁsiqn nmansh‘; materials, f:;;;ng and asscciatione,
The single-stor ed ruiidings to the east w:re cornstructed in 1934
ang 122v. Tney have bezn alteren Fhrovedo thn Years.
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The Neo-Classical Artz Building is the best example of that style
cf architecture in the city of Tustin. The most impressive design
feature is the row of eight columms, topped with Ionic capitals,
that supports the front of the bui}ﬂing and the recessed corridcr
that runs behind it. The bulld;ng is alsc one of only a handfu

of intact historic commercial buildings to survive in Tustin.
Buiit in 1914 by Samuel Tustin, sor of Coclumbus Tustin who founded
the town, the building served as the gereral store of prominent
Tustin pioneer, ”harles O. Artz froxr 1934 1o 1931.

The Artz Fuilding is on the end of a row of buildings that are
part of a small commercial district that served the large area of
orangs2, walnut and apricot ranches wiaich surrou:ded the town of
Tustin., The ranchers and local residents oftsan came to this block
to transact business, buy groceries ana cother supplles, visit the
bank and use tThe past cffice. The buiiding served as the general
ctore of Charles Artz from 1924 o 19311 ard was 2 natural social

cencer for the town.,

ticn of West Main and © street ‘ro. called El Camiao
al ¢ commercial intersectici. ¢f Tustin and contained
pproimataly fourteen commercial and a few industrial buildings.

Sos
¢
¢
!

3

Cn the& north side of Main existed the crnate VYictorian bank
Dullaing, which has since become 2 parking ict, and the 19909
Tustin .aréware Store.

Lrick building and three-baved building to the east of

The »iugls in
the Arts Building are cemmercial bdllulngs. tut havre2 been altered
to the axtent that thay nave lcst integrity alcogother,

Z brick stors building on the southeast corner of Main and D has
alsc been altered. A small 1830s wocden wastern storefront
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builiding facing East Main is a sheet metal shop. Across the
street, on the north side, ave two huildings that comprise the

former wome of a juice company.

Facing D Streel are the Knlghts of Pythias Building and three
single~sctoried buildings that iL.ave beenr aitered. The K of P
ﬂ"lldlng is not similar in architecture. There is no other
comrercial building in the city that compares in design and beauty
to the Artz Building.

€zm Tustin built this building i 2¢i4 tc aouse the general stcre
of Charles 0. Artz. Mr. Art:z remained Ii. business here until
1931. During his seventeen year tenancy. the store served as a
type of sowial center for the town andé sarrounding ranches. Dry
goods were sold in the easte«i: half, and groceries in the western
half. An often-hecard s*orv relates that o=e niqh‘ after Mr. Artz
had *uw*ga ted the puilding with <yanice, a burgliar climbed in a
back window. FKFe was found dead of cyaniv>» goisoning the next
MOTALAT .

Samuel Tustin, whe owned this »nleck of kriidings, carried on the
legacy started by his facher, Columbis and was 2 promlne“v yR2Xosn
i1 the avea., In addition o the ccnutxtclu‘r and ownev sulp of the
gtores. ne also was in the crange and woliaue ranching business.

The kriz Bulliing hae served 2 variety of cormercial uses during
the 1930s through the 1270s. The Rutagscorz ke stdvrmnt was
installed in the late 1970s and stlll ccovpies both halves of Lu=
building. The Tustin Elementary Schocol Diatsict Lhought the

children here for cliassecs while repairs warae being made in the
grapmmar zchool after thes 1923 earthjuake.
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Prmor, Samuel, ORANGE COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, n.d., n.p.
Eistorical Resources Survey Sheet, Tustin,
Tnfeormation researched by Carcl Jordaiy, Tustin historian
Interview with Louise Artz Archikald
Interview with Claude Martin
Grange County Directories

varpal Bocundary Description: The legal bounderies of the: property
coincide with Assessor’/s Parcel 401-62, GOrange County.

Boundary custificaticn: The boundaries consist cf the lot
Lastorically assoclated with the property.
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1. Hiegteoric Photo of the south side of the 100 bioik of West Main St.:
Taken from the west, this photo shows the Artz Building on the
right side. Photc taken between 1814 and 1920.

Non--histcric photos:

Phctcyrapher: Diann Marsh

Date taken: May 1993

Negatives: Bob Lindguist, 140 West Main Street. Tustin, CA 926¢C

2. Front Facade: Taken from the northwes:t, this pho:io shows tae front
an: part of the west facade. The Artz Euildirng iz marked as Bldg.
No. 2. DNote the Ionic capitais which zrun across tne front and
tke prain pilasters that run along the wast side.

3 Frent Facade: Takea from the west, =this photo shows the northezst
covner of the building. The Icnic coiumns can e seen on the laft.
The stcrefront, szen on the right, contains one Lanel of clear
giass which replaces the luncr glacs tinat was broken. The remain-
ing Luxor glass panels are s3¢ill in plilace. The Jdceor to the rignt
of rcenrnter and the glass to it: right were added in the rate 1970'q.

4 Front Tacade: Taken from the east, this pheoto shinws the west :
of vhe suvorefront. All of one luxor glass, “he «ococr, and the
he@ad ere original. The floor is scored concrets.

2. Veg*t und couth facades: Taken from the southwest. this pheto
e rear facad2 on the rigatc and the west facade cn the lefc.
goureh Ffacsade is constructel of red brick. The west facade i3 -

Co.  Whe pilasters were addas in 1224, aftar the 1223 Ilonz Tsadch
carchouake.

=, interiar: wWest haif, Taken foom the nortl.east. ‘he tin ceil:ine
iz or'ginal. There is a devete whe h»  tho arched windows zare o "gi-
cwal 2 were cdied In 1933, at tle sime tize z3 the rilasters o0 the
cterLoxr. The 2rick wez oxposed in the 1ate 19772's vhesn the reritau
rant s 1notalled,

B Interior: norvth ide, taker frow the zovth,  An dntecsiov view o
che 210 2eiling, TuXOr gla=s transoms, oiidinal light fixtuvres. a:nd
ceiiing o7 the bav.



