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1. Name of Property
historic name Rocklawn Cemetery

aheg namesstenumba  Chipman Cemetery

2. Location

street & number  Stevens Street N/A not for publication
aty o tomn Marlborough N/A vicinity

date  Massachusdts code MA oounty  Middlessx code 017 zZpcode 01752

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As th”esignated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that
thi*momination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in

the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements setforth in 36 CFR Part
60. In my opinion the property nmeets ¢ does not rnegt the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property
be considered significant ¢ nationally « statewide e”~cally. (pSee continuation sheet for additional comments.)

| official/Title(/3ara H. Metz , Executive oWector Date
'Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

In my opinion the property « meets « does not meet the National Register Criteria. (*See continuation sheet for
additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal Agency and bureau . Date

4. National Park ServiceCertification

MMiradiure of the Keeper. ate of Action
hereby certify that this property is:

ly entered in the National Register
¢ see continuation sheet
« determined eligible for the National Register
* see continuation sheet
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
« removed from the National
Register

« other (explain):



Rocklawn Cemetery
Name of Property

3. Classification

Ownership of Category of Property

Property
private building(s)
X public-local district
public-State JLsite
public-Federal structure

object
Name of related multiple property listing

(enter N/A if property is not part of a multiple property listing)
N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Funerary: Cametery

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Gothic

Narrative Description

Middlesex County, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Non contributing

buildings
1 sites
2 structures
8 objects
1 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register
N/A

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Funerary: Cemetery

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

Brick
Sae

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets)

S® continuation shedts.
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7. NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

Rocklawvn Cemetery, the fifth established in Marlborough, MA isagood example of asmdl, wdl-preserved 19*
century cemetery that was cregted intherural cemetery tradition. It isan evocative landscepethat effectively
conveys its 19* century origins. Asthe burial place of many of the town's notable citizens, it dso retains strong
historical associations. There are roughly 1,000 buriasin gpproximately 280 family lots dating from the 19 and
20* centuries that are marked by adiverse collection of heedgonesand family monuments.

Thefive-acrecemeery islocated near the downtovm budnessdistrict off Stevens Street one block north of Eadt
Main Strest. Itis surrounded by a predominantly 20* century residential neighborhood on the north, west and
south, with a segp, wooded municipally-owned parce to the eest. The Marlborough Center Historic District
(NRDIS 08/19/1998) lies afew blocksto the southwest.

Thefront of the cemetery isdefined by a 3-4' tall mortaredfiel dstoneretainingwall (photo #2) that was built in
the mid-19* century and rebuilt in 1891. There are three entrances. The southem entranceis formed by a
mortared boulder retum that curves around and terminates in two 6' pillars. The centrd entrance is marked by
one narrow granite post and one concrete post (presumably areplacement), both about 5' tall. The northem 40
of thewall is sat back about 20" from the road and the northem entrance isframedby two wide granite postswith
bevded tops. The rear and Sdesof the cemetery are endlosed by adry laidfieldstonewhich variesinits
constmction and condition, ranging from fairly rough to well-built.

The generd character of the cemetery is defined by its spatid organization, topography, circulation, vegetation,
monuments, and receiving tomb which collectively create adramatic landscape setting. The cemeeay isintwo
digtinct parts: Chipman, the older southem section, which is dightly lessthan one and one-hdf acres, and
Rocklawn, the more recent northem section, which is about three and one-half acres. The two are collectively
known today as Rocklawn Cemetery. The receiving tomb (photo #1) lies neer Stevens Stret between the two
sctions It isasmdl well-preserved rectangular brick building about 15' by 20" with a geeply-pitched dateroof
with pargpet ends. The entrance, centered on the north faBade, has aprojecting gabled roof supported on a pair
of square granite piers. There is aband of hammered copper trim a the gable endsand as af riezebe ow the long
edoe of theroof (Note: there isasmilar receiving tomb & Maplewood Cemetery.) Thereceiving tombis no
longer actively used.

Chipman
Chipman Cametery (photo #3) was established in the early 19* century. Itisunusualy well laid out for this
period, with family burial lotsaranged inaneat grid that varies dightly to accommodate the topography. The

southem two-thirds of Chipman isrelatively level, while its northem edge rises steeply to the adjacent Rocklawn
section. Entrance isvia Sunnyvade Avenue, an unpaved single lane road that entersthe cametery from Stevens

(continued)
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Street and then loops around and heeds on adiagona up the stegp dope to Mountain Avenue and the receiving
tomb. There isdso ast offieldstonesteps cut into the hillside for pededtrians. 1n addition to this major dope,
there is ds0 amicro-topography crested by the burial lots, mog of which are dightly devated abovethe
surrounding paths, creating a clearly ddinested pattem inthe landscgpe. This micro-topography may be aresult
of earlier curbing around the lots. Three lots retain curbing, with two granite curbed lots (Howe and Whitman)
and the large Samud Boyd lot, which is surrounded by alow soneretainingwall. Severd |ots & the southesst
comer where the natura topography drops off segply aso haveretaining wallson their downhill sde.

Of the 110 numbered lots shown on the 1934 magp (see atached copy), therewere 108 origina lots and some later
subdivisons which are indicated by half numbers. Additional Iettered rectangles are shown in the slegp dope
south of the receiving tomb but these were never developed as buria lots. The northeast comer of Chipman,
which isblank on the 1934 map, has been laid out with buria lotsinthe intervening years. The lots are typically
16-20"' guare

Chipman is one of the few Marlborough cemeteriesto show evidence of ddiberate plantings, with arow of
arborvitae extending aong the front wall of both Chipman and Rocklawn. These are now overmature and about
half have dready been removed. There are severd large maples scattered in Chipman, which confribute
subgtantialy to the tranquil character of the cemetery. The perimeter of the cemetery islargely wooded, creating
a sn== of enclosure and separating it from the surrounding neighborhood.

Monuments in Chipman are predominantly marble and granite, and display arange of 19* and early 20* century
dyles. In mod lotsthereis alarge family monument with smdler gones (low or flush) for individual family
members. There are no date headgones and no footstones. The Samud Boyd lot, in addition to being the largest
lot in Chipman, d<0 offers arepresentative range of monumentation. There isalarge granite family monument
commemorating shoemeker Samud Boyd and his immediate family, which is surrounded by smdler heedstones
Thexeincludetwo tiny eroded marbles marking the gravesof "Little Eddi€" and "Jami€'. Other marble
heedgonesinclude severd with namesin recessad pands and one with afingerpointing up toward heaven, a
motif aso found a severd other heedgtonesin Chipman.

The Gothic style iswell represented a Chipman. Among the mogt daborate monuments isthat of the Gleason
family, which is commemorated with atiny Gothic gabled roof supported on four decorative marble pillars
sitting on amarble pedestd and base. The Bucklin family hes four handsome Gothic hesdsoneswith segply
curving tops, architectura motifs, and namesof individua family membersinrecessed panels There aedso
dasscd influencesinthe cemetery. The monument for JamesWoods (d. 1844) and family isa5' marble pillar

(continued)
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on agranite bes=topped by anum. The tallest monument isthat of the Whitley family, marked by en eight-
Sded granite shaft topped by a stylized um on agranite bese and pedesta. While someof the donesare well-
preserved, others are 0 eroded that there isnothing left of the carving and the legend in no longer legible.

Rocklawn

The northem section of the cemetery (photo #4) hes adistincfly different character becauseitis st onthe summit
of thehill rather than the hillside and ismore open in itscharacter. It was laid out in phasssfrom the 1860s on
and the arangement of lots ismore irregular to accommodate the topography, which drops of f Seeply a the
edges The 1934 mgp shows roughly 170 numbered lots shown in the Rocklawn section and afew have been
added gnce that time. The oldest lotsin the Rocklawn section start a the westem edge (near Stevens Street) and
continue dong the southem edge. The newest lots are in the northeast comer.

Theroad sysem is curvilinear and more extensve than a Chipman. Mountain Avenue mns aong the southem
edge Border Avenue dong the northem edge; Pine Path, Pearl Path, Woodbine Avenue, and Linden Avenue mn
esd/west in between; and Union Avenue mns north/south through the center.  Only the perimeter roads and
Union Avenue are paved, the others have reverted to grass. The lots here are more variablein shepe 9ze, ad
orientation than a Chipman but are dso spacioudy laid out, with paths between eech. Some show sepped
grading typica of the mid-19th century and somelots are terraced or show evidence of raised lots. There are
some retaining walls on the eet Sde where the dope drops off steeply. Trees are adistinctive presencein this
portion of the cemetery, consisting of scattered miature goecimens of diverse spedies such as beech, horse
chestnut and maple in alandscape setting. There is densewoodland a the perimeter, especidly a the eest and
south.

Monumentsin the older westem section of Rocklawn are generdly similar to those a Chipman, with largefamily
monuments in granite or marble in arange of sylesfrom classical to Gothic to contemporary, usualy
accompanied by small heedgones. In the newer eastem section, monuments are typically smpler, oftenwith
only one monument per lot and include nemes of Scottish and French origin, as well as those of old Marlborough
families.

While Rocklawn is less ornamenta than Chipman, it hes its share of expressve monuments Levi W. Baker
(1827-1916) highlighted his granite monument with reference to his service in the 9* Battatlion of Massachusdts
Volunteers during the Civil War. Decoretive features include an open book and crossed torches. The
Fros/Bames monument (1889) dso takesthe form of an open book and festures severa quotes from the Bible.
Another distinctive monument isthe large granite box tomb of Allen Grant Williams (1863-1939) and Lottie Lee
Osbome (1867-1930) located near the northwest comer of the cemetery, the only one of its type foundin
Marlborough cemeteries.

(continued)
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The burying ground is generally well maintained, but like mog municipa cemeteries, hes suffered lossad
dedruction of gravestones over time. Marbles have particularly suffered, with severd toppled and broken and
many eroded, mog of which have been presarved in place.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying
the property for National Register listing)

X A Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a
type, period, or method of construction or that represent the
work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or that
represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose
components may lack individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or may be likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history,

Criteria Considerations

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply) N/A

Property is:
A owned by religious institution or used for religious

purposes
B removed from its original location

C a birthplace or grave

X D a cemetery
E a reconstructed building, object, or structure
Fa commemorative property

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years

Narrative Statement of Significance

Middlesex County, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Art

Community Planning and Deve opment
Socid History

Period of Significance 1813 - 1954

Significant Dates 1865

Significant Person:

(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)
Cultural Affiliation

Architects/Builders (see continuation sheet)

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets)

See continuation sheets

9. Major Bibliographic References

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets)

See continuation sheets

Previous documentation on file (NPS)
preliminary determination of individual listing
(36 CFR 67) has been requested
previously listed in the National Register
previously determined eligible by the National Register
designated a National Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #

Primary location of additional data
State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency
Federal Agency
X Local Government
University
Other

Name of Repository: Library and Hist. Commisson
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8 SIGNIFICANCE

Rocklawvn Cemetery qualifiesfor listing on the National Register of Historic Places under Criteria A and
C, with sgnificance a the local level. The dte may dso have archaeologicd significance associated with
unmarked graves and buried headstones. The period of significance extendsfrom 1813 to 1954. The Ste
pposses=s integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association.

The cematay qualifiesfor listing under Criterion A due to its strong association with the 19* century
history of Marlborough. It was the fifth burial ground established inthe community and contains the
graves of approximately 1,000 residents from Marlborough and the surrounding area The cemetery dso
hes agtrong tradition of military service, with 65 Civil War veterans, 3 Spanish American War veterans,
and 2World War | veterans buried there.

Rocklawn Cemetery meets Criterion C as a amdl municipa burial ground that reflects 19 century design
of cemeteries and funerary monuments inthe mral cemetery style. Thisnew type of burial ground,
initiated a Mount Auburn Cemetery (1831) (NHL) in Cambridge, provided a place where the deed could
be buried in permanent family lots and the landscgped grounds would provide solacefor the living. The
clear gpatid organization, well-defined family lots, and the diverse collection of 19* century monuments
ae dso expressve of this syle and period, while epitaphs convey family relationships, religious beliefs,
and the Victorian sentimentality characterigtic of thisperiod. The brick receiving tomb is awell-
preserved late 19* century smcture inthe Gothic style.

The cematary medts Criteria Exception D becauseit has sarved as aneighborhood burial ground from the
early 19* century to the 20*. Itincludes the graves of many prominent resdents of Marlborough and
contains information that is not readily available esawhere. The 1813 beginning date for the period of
sgnificance corregponds with the first reported burial. The 1954 termination date reflects National
Regider policy that properties with ongoing significance use a 50-year cut-off date unless everts of
unusud  significance have occurred within the pagt 50 years.

Marlborough, located approximately 28 mileswest of Boston and 16 miles eest of Worcester, was
incorporated as atownin 1660. The small frontier community developed dowly a first because of
conflictsassodated with King Philip'sWar. After 1676 Marlborough grew steadily, reaching a
population of 1,287 by 1765. Through the 18* century it remained primarily an agricultura community.
The upland topography was particularly well-suited to raising cattle, grain and gpples. Agriculture
continued to be the major occupation inrural areesof town through the 19* century. However after 1830
Marlborough developed athriving shoeindustry, which transformed it into one of the manufacturing
capitds of New England. The rapidly growing industry brought nead for additional labor, which resulted
in an influx of immigrants, initially Irish, followed by French Canadians, and later by Italians, Gregks ad
Eadem European Jews The tovm's population grew from 2,500 in 1836 to 13,609 in 1900. By 1890 the
increasingly complex infrastructure necessitated the reorganization of the government and Marlborough

(continued)
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becameacity. Inthe 20* century, Marlborough has continued to grow, reaching apopulation of 31,800
by 1990, and has become adiversified residential, high-technology, and businesscity.

Initially Marlborough's funerary nesds were sarved by two burial grounds located neer the center of town.
Spring Hill Caemetery (1675) a the eestam edge of town and Old Common Cemetery (1706) a the
westem edge. Asthe population grew more dipersed, resdents of outlying aress established informal
family and neighborhood buria grounds. These included Wilson Cemeatery (1764); Brigham Cemeeary
(1793); Chipman Cemetery (1813); RobinHill Cemetery (1817); Weeks Cemetery (1837); and
Maplewood Cemetery (1830s). After 1855 all the neighborhood cemeterieswere transferred to municipal
ownership and new burial areeswere esablished a Chipman (the new section, Rocklawn Cemaeary, is
the name by which the arealis currently known) and & Maplewood, which served as Marlborough's
primary cematery during the latter part of the 19 century. In 1956 Evergreen Cemetery was edtablished
adjacent to Wilson. It continues to serve as the city's primary burial ground today. There are d0 two
large late 19* century Catholic cemeteries, St. Mary's and Immeaculate Conception, located adjacent to
Brigham Cemetery.

Marlborough historian Charles Hudson, writing in 1862, summarized the gatus of the town's cemeteries
a that time and described each.

Cemeteries arebecoming objects of attention inmost of our towns; andtheir conditionis
being regarded as a sort of test of civilizations, inthe best sense of that term. The gloom
which has been spread over the resting-place of the departed, and the forbidding
appearance of our churchyards, are giving place toamore rationalfeeling and a better
taste. Theincreasing light of the Son of Righteousness has, inagood degree, dispelled
the darkness of the tomb, and chased away the unearthly spectres, which were supposed
to visit nightly the sepulchres of the dead. Christians of all denominations, are beginning
to regard the burial-places of theirfriends, aspeaceful shades to which they can
profitably resort to muse in sweet melancholy upon the uncertainty of human life, and to
call up anew thedear remembrance of departedfriends. Such views andfeelings have
created a disposition to beautijy and adorn the ground where the dead are reposing.. .

Tothe eastward of this[Spring Hill] and notfar from the residence of Capt. Aaron
Sevens, isanother inclosure, dedicated to the same object. It issituated on arise of
ground, islaid out in good taste, andis capable of being made an attractive place. It has
several handsome stones, with elegant devices, and theforest trees onitsborder give it a
rural appearance. The lot contains about two acres; but a portion of the surface being
ledge, it cannot all be usedfor interments. Itisagreat improvement upon the older
yards.

(Hudson, History of the Town of Marlborough, page 236-239)

(continued)
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The two older municipa cemeteries (Spring Hill and Old Common) reflect their Colonial origins, with
predominantly date heeddoneslaid out inirregular rows and afew later monuments. Although they are
referred to as cemeteriestoday, both could best be characterized as burying grounds, with no formal
design and few embelishments. The four smdler neighborhood cemeteries (Brigham, Robin Hill, Weeks
and Wilson) reflect the transition from unadomed burial grounds to cemeteries, with spatia organization
beasad on family lots rather than individual graves, sonesthat display more sentimenta imagery and
iconography; and embdlishments such as roads and plantings. Rocklawn Cemeatery isafuller expresson
of the mral cemetery style, with al burias infamily lots and awell-defined sysem of roads and paths.
Maplewood Cemetery began during the 1830sas aneighborhood cemetery but was greetly enlarged
during the 1860sand illustrates the transition to the late 19 century cemetery with amdler lots, machine-
made monuments, and greater ethnic diversity.

Recordsfor Rocklawn Cemetery (or Chipman as it was initially known) are gparsefor the early years It
began as one of Marlborough's many neighborhood burying grounds on land belonging to the Chipman
family. Previous surveys have documented sonesdating as early as 1813, dthough the earliest degth
date found during preparation of the National Regider nomination was that of "Henry" who died in 1825,
ae 11 Itwas an unusudly well organized burial ground for the early 19 century with its curvilinear
road sygem and nestly laid out lots, (note: the rear section of Marlborough's Robin Hill Cemetery, which
was established four yearslater, was organized inasimilar manner.)

By the 1860swhen all of the older neighborhood cemeteriesin Marlborough had come under municipa
jurisdiction, there were frequent references to burial grounds inthe town's annua reports but itis not
dways dear which one isreferred to. 1n 1862 Chipman was described as being only two acres The 1865
annud report records purchase of land from Rufus Howe for $400, which was presumably the parcel of
land to the north which later became known as Rocklawn. (Note: the heedstone of William Miller buried
in Rocklawn near Stevens Street isdated 1853, but it likely that he was reinterred here & alater date)

In 1868 work a the cemetery "near John Chipman's' involved building a sonewall, furnishing a gate,
donepogts, painting etc, & acost of $493.99. In 1873 E.T. Socum was paid $100 for aplan and staking
out lots in Chipman Cemetery. This probably refersto laying out aportion of the northem section. Other
projects that year were: building 20 rods of road, mowing bmsh, sonefor covering tomb, repairing tomb,
whitewashing, and painting gates There were frequent references to other work a Chipman through the
1870sand 1880s. In 1886 the Report of the Committee on Chipman Cemetery indicated, "There are 142
lots sold in the cametery and about 70 remaining that are available for burials. Early inthe spring the
committee sent to all lot owners an invitation to contribute for the care and improvement of the grounds.
61 have contributed, and the improved gppearance of the grounds has well repaid the outlay.” 1n 1887 a
water sydem was ingtalled and 71 ot owners contributed to the care of the cemetery.

(continued)
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In 1891 the newly appointed cemetery department superintendent reported that the wall infront of
Chipman Cemetery had been rebuilt and that there were 40 lotsthat could be sold as isand 20 more that
neaded to be improved. An earlier receiving tomb was gpparently inadequate as, " The petition of Geo. E.
Stevens and others to remove the tomb to the indde of the cemeatery enclosure ishardly practical, asthere
isno good place for atomb partly under ground, and itisaready too small. Thereisagood place for a
receiving tomb above ground, and the sonesin the present tomb can be usad for foundation for a new
one" 1n 1895 the annud report for Chipman indicated, "There has been sold snce Jan 1895, 11 lots and
there remain unsold 58 lots; but severd of them are unfit for use because of theledge . . . itisevident that
we shal soon need an enlargement or another cemetery.” Records for the 20* century indicate financial
expenditures for cemeteries but contain little description. By 1934 when aplan of the cemetery wes
drawn by city engineer Francis Granger, it was known as Rocklawn rather than Chipman.

Rocklawn Cametery isagood example of asmall, well preserved municipal cemetery that conveysthe
charecter of themral cemetery movement in its spatial organization, topography, vegetation, circulation
sydem and monumentation. Burials have continued in existing lotsthrough the 20* century, but
Rocklawn isnot generdly consdered an ective cemetery.

Old Common Cemetery isdreedy listed on the National Regider as part of the Marlborough Center
Historic District (NRDIS 08/19/1998). The six other municipal cemeteries established before 1900 are
being nominated concurrently. There are no plans to nominate Evergreen Cemetery, which was
established in 1956.

(end)
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10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property

5 ares

UTM References
(place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 19 290720 4691980 3. 19 290760 4691760
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2. 19 290820 4691920 4. 19 290620 4691860
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

p See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet)

Boundary Justification
(Describe why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte Shary PegeBerg, preservation consultant, with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director, MHC
organization  Massechusetts Historical Commisson  date August 2004

sreet & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard tedephone 617-727-8470

city or town Boston state MA zipcode 02125

Additional Documentation

Submit the following itemswith the completed form:
Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional Items (check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO)

name City of Marlborough
sreet and nunber City Hall, 140 Mam Street telephone 508-460-3715

city or town Marlborough sate MA zip code 01752
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
Verbal Boundary Description

Rocklawn Cemetery is located on the eest Sde of Stevensjust north of Main Street neer
the center of Marlborough. 1t dso incorporates asmdler burial ground formerly known
as Chipman Cemetery, which isnow conddered part of Rocklavn Cemetery. The
boundary does not include awooded city-owned 2.93 acre parcd (map 57, parcd 369)
that liesimmediately to the eedt of the cametery. Other than thiswooded parcd and
Stevens Strest, the cemetery is surrounded on all Sdes by residentia devd opment.

Boundary Justification

The boundary encompassssasingle parcd (map 57, parcd 1368) that includesthe entire

5-acre ceametery.
PHOTOGRAPHS
Dae May 2002 Photographer: Shary Berg
1 Receiving tomb, looking SW
2 Retaining wall in front of Chipman Cemetery, looking NE
3. View of Chipman Cemetery, looking SW from near receiving tomb
4. View of monuments in Rocklawn section, looking NE
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Data Shet
2004

Rocklawn Cemetery 1813 S|
Receiving Tomb Brick, dateroof 1890s ST
Perimeter Walls mortared fieldstone 1891 ST
Entrances granite, concrete 0(3)
Boyd Monument granite 19* century 0
Gleason family monument marble 19* century 0
Woods family pillar marble, granite 19* century 0
Whitley family monument granite 19* century 0]
WilliamsOsbome box tomb  granite 20" century 0

Totals: 8 contributing objects, 2 contributing structures, 1 contributing site
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PLMI OF

ROCKLAWN CEMETERY

MARLBOROUGH. MASSI

SIfOWING LOCATION OF
VETERANS CRAVES

CIVIL WAR
WAR WITH SPAIN
WORLD WAR

JuLy 1934 SCALE !..»,
JFBAHCO CRANGR CirvNGINCEB

1934 Map by City Engineer J. Francis Granger.
Chipmen Cemetery, established in the early 19* century, is a the bottom of the map (south of Mountain Avenue).

Roddavn Camaey, edablished in the 1860s isa thetop. Both sectionswerelaid out with well-defined
avaues and pathsand a sygem of family lots. Thereceiving tomb ison Mountain Avenue between the two

sedions of the ceametary.



UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT GF THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REA STER GF HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI OV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: NOM NATI ON
PROPERTY Rockl awn Cenmetery

NAME

MULTI PLE

NAME

STATE & GANTY:  NMASSACHUSETTS, M ddl esex

DATE RECElI VED. 8/ 26/ 04 DATE GF PENDI NG LI ST: 9/15/04
DATE G- 16TH DAY: 10/ 01/ 04 DATE G- 45TH DAY: 10/ 09/ 04

DATE OF WEEKLY LI ST:
REFERENCE NUMBER 04001115

REASONS FOR REVI EW

APPEAL: N DATA PRCBLEM N LANDSCAPE N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
O'HER N PDIL: N PER QD N PROERAM UNAPPROVED: N
REQUEST: N SAWLE N SLR DRAFT: N NATI ONAL: N

COMMENT WAl VER N
AQEPT RETURN REJECT "N ON DATE
ABSTRACT/ SUMARY COMMENTS

Snterec mthe

RECOM / CR TER A

REVI BWER DI SCI PLI NE_

TELEPHONE DATE

DOOUMENTATI ON see attached comments Y/ N seeattached SLR Y/ N

[f anomnation i sreturned t othe nomnating authority, t he
nom nation i s no longer under consideration by the NPS
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The Commonwedth of MasssefeKeCbh "2 3
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Colnmonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission |

16 2
: [
August 26, 2004 KAT RRGSTUQ n3KiG;IACS
Ms. Carol Shull
National Regigter of Historic Flaces
Department of the hiterior

Nationa Park Service
1201 Eye Street, NW 8* floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosad plesse find the following nomination form:

Rocklavwi Cametery, Stevens Street, Marlborough (Middlesex), MA
The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and hes been sgned by the
Sate Higtoric Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending Siate
Review Board condgderation 30 to 45 daysbeforethe meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.
Five |etters of support have been received.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg J
National Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

cC Sway Pae Beag, conautant
Gay Brown, Lynn Faud, Marborough Higtoricd Commisson
Daris Hunt, Mayor, City of Marlborough
Alfred Lima, Marlborough Ranning Director

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470  Fax: (617) 727-5128
www .state.ma.us/sec/mhc



CITY OF MARLBOROUGH

MAYOR DENNISC. HUNT

140 Main Street
Marlborough, Massachusetts 01752
Tel. (508) 460-3770 Facdimile (508) 460-3698 T DD (508) 460-3610

May 7, 2004

Betsy Friedberg
Massachusatts Historical Commission

220 Morrissey Boulevard
Bogton, MA 02125

Dear Ms. Friedberg,

The City of Marlborough participated in the Cemetery Initiative that the Department of Envirormiental
Management conducted. Because of that project, the City next pursued agrant to have these
cangerieslisted in the National Regiger. | haverecaved notice that & its June 9, 2004 meeting, the
Massachusatts Historical Commission will be reviewing the City of Marlborough's Request to have
sven (7) historic cemeteriesincluded in the National Regigter Listing. | would like to express my
support for this project.

Cameteries have dways sarved as one of the community's most vauable resources. 1t wouldssem in
this day and age that cemeteries have lost much of their significance. But further exploration would
disoute that. From the people who come from all over the country to research their family trees,
realizing that their ancestors settled this community and hdped it to grow and prosper and while some
dayed and continued their role in this community, others moved on to settle throughout the rest of the
country; to the schoolchildren who learn a respect and awvareness of history from their tours and
research in these cemeteries, to the veteranswho visitfrequentlyto pay their regpectsto the country's
heroes, to the neighborhood residents and the community & large who walk through the cemeteries
pausng to reflect a various headsones, sometimes cleaning around a site, but taking the few moments
to reflect on the peace and dillness that gives them abrief respite from the hustle and dress of ther
lives, these cameteries have an impact.

The City of Marlborough hes begun a pro-active role in the presarvation of its cultural and historical
as=tsthrough acquiring open goece parcds and developing preservation and mantenance plans for its
resources.

Severd Boy Scouts have doneor will be doing a satus inventory of individual cemeteriesfor their
Eagle Scout projects. Each Boy Scout choosesacemeaey and they inventory eech heedgtone -
inscriptions, condition of gone, composition of done- and dso make generd notes on the cemetery
grounds. Since time can have such adevadtating effect on the heedgtones, the City and its Cemetery
Division will be ableto takethis inventory and use it to addressthe most urgent needs.

The cemeteries in Marlborough reach out to many people - those who come to trace their roots and
learn about their families, the schoolchildren, the veterans and the community a large. They providea
red san=e of history in Marlborough.



Betsy Friedberg
May 7, 2004
Pege 2

The City of Marlborough takes greet pride in its cemeteries and the history reflected there. Listing
these ceameteries is another way of expressng our pride while providing apart that is often required for
grants that we might sask to help in the specid maintenance and repairs a the cemeteries.

| thank you for this opportunity and hope that you will gpprovethisproject. If you have any questions,
pleesefed freeto contact me.

Sincerely yours,

Demis C. Hunt
Mayor



CITY OF MARLBOROUGH
M arlborough, M assachusets 01752
HISTORICAL COMMISSON

May 11,2004

Betsy Friedberg

Massechusatts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, MA 02125

Dear Ms. Friedberg,

Wein Marlborough are fortunate to have our historic cemeteries and burial groundsin a
wonderfiil Sateof preservation. Some of the Sonesdate from the late 1600s and early
1700s and look esif they had been carved recently.

The grave markers bear the names of many of our founding fathers and veterans of the
Revolutionary, Civil and al other wars. They are awritten history of thiscommunity.

Those citizens who visit our historic burial grounds for thefirst time are invariably
impressed. 1tis fun to take groups through them and point out who, what, where and why
they are important. Y ou can s the various motifsof the carvers. Wewho gppreciate
our history are very proud of these cemeteries. We who take the time to honor our fallen
veterans are pleasad that our City government throughout our history hes cared for these
halowed grounds.

| filUy support the efforts to have our historic cemeteries placed on the National Regigter.
Thiswill help many others to be grateful for their existence.

Sincerely yours.

Garywown
Charman



liIECEIVED

CITY OF MARLBOROUGH

PLANNING DEPARTMENT Director

140 Main Stret

Marlborough, Massachusdtts 01752
Tel (508) 460-3799 FacsimUe (508) 460-3698 TDD (508) 460-3610

May 13, 2004

Betsy Friedberg
Massechusetts Historical Commission

220 Morrissey Boulevard
Boston, Massachusetts 02125

Dear Ms. Friedberg:

| wish to convey my strong support for the nomination of seven historic cemeteries in the
City of Marlborough to the National Register of Historic Flaces The eevation of these
cameeries to the Regigter will assag in implementing the city's plarming objectives.

Ore of the action itemsin the 2002 Marlborough Master Plan isto advance the
preservation of the city's historic cemeteries through the deveopment of preservation
plans and the pursuing of National Register designation. The City was awarded a
technical assgtance grant from the Department of Environmental Management to develop
afi:mneworkfor the preservation of these gtes, and thisinitiative hes asssted in guiding
the City's maintenance of these cemeteries.

Clearly, the preservation of Marlborough's historic cemeteries will advance other gods
of the mader plan, including the preservation of the community'scharacter andits
quality of life. The nomination of these dtesto the National Regiger will advancethe
preservation of theseimportant historic resources.

lanning and Community Devel opment



SiQrfforoKrjff  <Mfrstorwa{ (Sfocietf/, S/nc.

P.O. Box 513
Marlborough. Massachusetts 01752-0513

Peter Rice Homestead - 377 LIm Street

May 20, 2004

Betsy Friedberg WIASS, HIST. COf£

M assachusetts Hiotorical Commission
220 Morrisey Boulevard
Boston, MA 02125

Dear Ms. Friedberg:

On behdf of the Marlborough Historical Society | would like to expressmy support for the
listing on the National Regiger of Historic Placesthe seven higtorically significant ceameteries in
Marlborough, Massachusetts.

Marlborough being among this nation's earliest incorporated townships (1660). itsrich history
was built by the very men and wormen who lay to rest in our honored cemeteries. The recognition
they deserve warrants such alisting inour National Regidry.

Not only for the expressed purpose of recognition of the cemeteries and those who are buried
there, however, do | support such an effort. Rather, | fed that alisting on the National Regigter
of Higtoric Facesfogers within agiventown or city agrester avareness of and gppreciation for
other historic preservation efforts and projects. To me, it isan often-needed catdyd to better,
more thoughtful decison making.

| thank you in advance for your consideration ot this matter.

Sincerdy

Richard Wilcox
Curator

C: Gary Brown, Chairman, Marlborough Historical Commisson



CITY OF MARLBOROUGH
Department of Public Works
Office of the Commissioner

135 Neil Street

Marlborough, Massachusetts 01752

(508) 624-6910 Ext. 7200
Facsimile (508) 624-7699 TDD (508) 460-3610

May 25, 2004

Betsy Friedberg

Massachusetts Historical Commisson
220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, MA 02125

Dear Ms. Friedberg,

| am pleased to offer my support to the City of Marlborough request to have its 7 cameteries
listed on the Nationa Regider.

As the Commissoner of the Department of Public Works, it is my responsibility to see that these
historic resources are properly maintained. With the ever-increesng damands on municipa
budgets, it is achdlenge to meet this sandard with the limited funds we are annudly given to do
2. | an extremdy proud of the fact that these cemeteries are in remarkable condition in soite of
our limited mantenance resources and we hope to continue meeting our chargein that regard.

Listing in the National Register symbolizes the City of Marlborough's commitment to its historic
resources. As pat of this commitment the City continually reseerches ways to gain additiond

funding for specid projects for these cemeteries. As an example, funds from the grant ussd to
prepare this gpplication, dso alowed us to prepare mini-preservation and maintenance plans for
the cemeteries  The pupose of these plas is to provide efficient cost-effective guidance to the
community for the care of its higoric cametaies

There ae few greater opportunities for reflection than a wak through an higtoric burial ground
& you ponder the names, dates and inscriptions on the gones and what life weas like when these
people lived in our community.



Betsy Friedberg Pege 2
Massechusetts Historical Commission
May 25, 2004

As the cugtodian of these Stes, | have a great responsbility to not only the current resdents but
a0 to those people who lived here helping our community grow and progper and are now buried
in our cemeteries.  What better way to show honor and regpect than to have these cameteries
listed on the National Regigter

| gppreciate thisopportunity to offer my support to this reques.

Sincerdly yours,

Ronad LaPre
Commissoner



