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1. Name

historic Fielding Garr Ranch

and/or common

2. Location .+ 7 /24

street & number N/A — not for publication
city, town Anetlope Island —___vicinity of congressianaksistritt
state Utah code (49 county Davis code (011
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
— district —x— public __—_occupied — agriculture —  museum
_X_building(s) ___ private _X_ unoccupied ____ commercial ——_ park
— structure ____both —— work in progress — educational ___ private residence
. site Public Acquisition Accessible ____entertainment —religious
— object in process ___yes: restricted — government —_ scientific

”_; R being considered _X_ yes: unrestricted — industrial —— transportation

——_ho — military —xother: \Vacant

4. Owner of Property

name Utah Division of State Parks and Recreation

street & number 1636 West North Temple

city, town Salt Lake City ___ vicinity of state  Utah

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Davis County Courthouse

street & number Main Street

city, town Farmington state  Utah

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

titte Archeological Survey of Antelope Is. has this property been determined elegible? ___yes _X no
date 1982 — federal _X state ____county ____local

depository for survey records Utah Sta te H'i S tOY"i Ca] SOC'i ety

CIty, town Sa] t Lake C-i ty state Utah




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
—_excellent ___deteriorated ____ unaltered X original site
___good —___ruins _X altered —__moved date
_X fair ____unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Fielding Garr house, built in 1849, is an early example of vernacular
architecture in Utah. Constructed of adobe brick produced at the site, the
house is one-story high and originally consisted of five rooms. The main
section, contained under a gently sloping gable roof, is a two-room wide
“double-pen" type. The double-pen house with its distinctive two-door
symmetrical facade (window-door-door-window) is a traditional type found in
many Utah communities during the early years of settlement. The house type
is characterized by its two roughly square rooms. The Garr house has large
gable-end fireplace chimneys and a lean-to extension containing three smaller
rooms on the rear. The original woodwork on the house is intact. During the
late 19th century another adobe square room was added to the north end of the
house. This room continued the door-window opening pattern of the original
house. The decorative -trim.-on the -inside of this room suggests a c. 1880
building date. : R o - o

The Garr Ranch also includes a numbér of butbui]dihgs:

1) Milk House. This is a small gabled building which stands about
20 feet west of the main house. The upper section is adobe which has been
faced with concrete block and there is a stone cellar which is reached through
an external stairwell. ’

2) Springhouse. This gabled structure is built of rubble stone and
stands over one.of several fresh water springs on the property. Water was
directed through the building in small stone channels which served to cool
dairy goods and other perishable .foodstuffs in the 19th century. The
springhouse has an historically incompatible r90f which was added in 1980.

3) " Barn stéb]e. A large rock’StabJedcontinUEs'to¢§tahdfagainstéa ot
large modern storage barn. The old stable undoubtedly used to stand against
an open hay barn and has a sloping shed roof. P L

4) Blacksmith shop. This building has a rectangular plan and a
gable roof. It was originally adobe, but is now faced with concrete block and
painted white. The blacksmithing equipment of the 19th century remains in the
shop.

Extensive remodeling occurred on the Garr house during the 1950-1960 period.

A concrete-block addition was added to the north end, one of the two principal
windows on the original facade was enlarged by about one-and-a-half feet, and
one of the two original doors was closed in. Also at this time the

deteri orating adobe was faced on three sides (the north, west, and south
sides) with a layer of concrete block about 6:inches wide. In 1980 when the
home was acquired by the State of Utah, Parks and Recreation crews removed the
stucco from the west facade and shingled the roof with cedar shakes. . -
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Although the historic integrity of the main house and some outbuildings has
suffered due to alterations and additions, the ranch complex in general
continues to convey important historic qualities, especially as regards to
geographical location, setting, and association. Of primary importance is
that the Utah State Division of Parks and Recreation, current owners, intend
to restore the Fielding Garr ranch as a historic site on Antelope Island.

This is part of their master plan in developing the island into a multiple-use
recreational area. The importance of the site in its historical association
and age renders it a prime project for historic preservation.

The nomnated property includes approximately 6.2 acres. This acreage was
chosen as the immediate areaof the Garr ranch complex, comprising all
buildings, which has been fAnced. This boundary will also allow some extra
acreage for protective and preservation purposes of the site.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

— prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture____ religion

_1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic ___conservation — law —__science

—1500-1599 ____ agriculture —economics —literature — sculpture

—1600-1699 ____ architecture — education — military — soclal/

—1700-1799 ___ art —__engineering —__ music humanitarian

_X_1800-1899 ___ commerce —x— exploration/settlement ____ philosophy —theater

— 1900~ —___ communications — industry — - politics/government ___ transportation
____invention . o , — other (specify)

Specific dates 1849-50 Builder/Architect [ielding Garr

Statement of Sighifieance (in one paragraph)

The Fielding Garr ranch, comprising the only remaining historical structures
on Antelope Island in the Great Salt Lake, is significant for its association
with the settlement and immigration program of The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints (Mormons). Organized in 1849 through the contributions of
Mormmons already residing in Utah, the Perpetual Emigration Company functioned
as the immigration agency for the church in its program for the peopling and
settling of Utah. In 1850 the company financed the immigration of some 2,500
British converts to Salt Lake City. Once established in Utah, the newcomers "~~~ =
would reimburse the company for their passage, thus creating a revolving
emigration fund, called the Perpetual Emigration Fund. The Fielding Garr =
ranch functioned as the home ranch for the Perpetual Emigration Fund, where
cattle were kept which formed a major portion of the fund's revenue. Payments
made to reimburse the fund were often in the form of livestock that were kept
and managed on Antelope Island by Fielding Garr. By 1856, the company had
brought nearly 56,000 Mormon immigrants from the British Isles and Scandinavia
to Utah, forming a most unique private, institutional immigration agency.

The Perpetual Emigration Company was dissolved in 1887 by the Edmunds-Tucker
Act, but during its thirty-eight.year history, the company aided either A
directly or indirectly the immigration of over 100,000 persons, of which some. . ...
87,000 were from England and northemEurope.2 The adobe house and
outbuildings, erected in 1849-1850, have been altered, but retain integrity of
location, setting, and association. They are among the few structures which
continue to .stand from the first decade of Mormon settlement, and are the only
remaining historical structures that were directly associated with the
important Perpetual Emigration Fund. '

The Fielding Garr House (and ranch complex) is significant among Utah's
historic structures not only because of its age (built in 1849, just two years
after the Mormon arrival in Utah and, therefore, one of the oldest houses in
the state) and location (built on Antelope Island in the Great Salt Lake), but
also because, in microcosm, it tells much of the story of the early Mormon
pioneer period.

Prior to their coming west, the Mormon experience in the states had been one
of settlement, growth, conflict: with :their neighbors and expulsion.  .The . .
decision to come to the Great Basin centered on the desire to be left alone to
build their Kingdom of God in an area uninhabited by "Gentiles." It is no
wonder that Utah became the "Gathering Place" from where the call to come to
Zion was issued to Mormons everywhere.
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9. Major Bibliographical References

Arrington, Leonard J. Great Basin Kingdom. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1966.
Leonard, Glen and James Allen. The Story of the Latter-day Saints. Salt Lake City:
Deseret Book Company, 1976.

See continuation sheet

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property _ Ca. 6.2

Quadrangle name Antelope Island, UT Quadrangle scale 1:24000
UMT References
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Verbal boundary description and justification
The Fielding Garr Ranch is located in the SW quarter of the NE quarter of the NE quarter
of SEC 10, R 4 W, T 2 N. The ranch complex is approximately 240 feet from the dirt
road running through SEC 10, and is outlined in the enclosed sketch map.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A ‘ code county N/A code

state - N/A , code county N/A code

11. Form Prepared By

namestitle Mike Christensen, Historian/Tom Carter, Architectural Historian

organization State Parks & Recreation/Utah State Histordate 1982
ical Society
street & number C/0 300 Rio Grande telephone  (801) 533-6017

city or town Salt Lake City state Utah
12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

____national _X__ state ____local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

Ay
State Historic Preservation Officer signature - ; / S Mﬂ\
[ A\
date /f~ /9 - §d

title. Melvin T. Smi th, State_Historichreservation Officer
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One of the obstacles to heeding the call for many converts was the price of
immigration. To help converts too poor to pay their own way, the Perpetual
Emigration Company was created. Organized in the fall of 1849, contributions
from those already in Utah amounted to $6,000 and helped bring "2,500 persons
and an undisclosed value of goods"3 to Salt Lake City. The initial success
led to the incorporation of the Perpetual Emigration Fund in 1850. The
company, through donations from the settled pioneers, financed the next
immigrant party's trip to Utah. These saints would reimburse the company,
once they established themselves in Utah, thus providing capital for another
immigration; and so it went year after year. "The accomplishments of the new
company," write two Mormon historians, "have been recognized as unique in the
history of immigration."

By 1856, less than a decade after the arrival of the_initial pioneer party,
almost 56,000 Latter-day Saints had arrived in Utah.5

The Perpetual Emigration Fund charter authorized the company to "own and
manage property of all kinds, to carry on banking operations," as well as
other activities. Such a broad charter was necessary in a nascent community
where hard currency was in such short supply. Knowing that a large percentage
of the contributions were going to be in kind, the islands of the Great Salt
Lake--known as Stansburys Island and the Antelope Island--were "reserved and
appropriated for the exg]usive use and benefit of said company, for the
keeping of stock, etc."

In the fall of 1849, a few months prior to the incorporation of the Perpetual
Emigration Fund, Mormon convert, Fielding Garr, from Madison County, Virginia,
moved the Church stock to the island. There he tended the cattle, sheep and
horses until his death in 1855.7 Garr, a widower brought his seven children
with him to the Island and there built a five-room adobe house, a rock milk
house with a natural spring running through it, and a corral.

During the survey of the Great Salt Lake by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
under the command of Howard Stansbury in 1850, the Fielding Garr establishment
was important as a supply point, especially for the survey of the northern and
eastern sections of the lake. After the death of Fielding Garr, Briant
Stringham became the ranch foreman. He moved his family to the island and
occupied the house built by Garr. Stringham and his sons managed the ranch
until his death in 1871.8

Since those early days, the house and the island have left the ownership of
the Church and gone to private hands, only to be sold to the State of Utah,
who now owns it. Through the Division of Parks and Recreation, the island is
being developed into a multi-use recreational area. Part of this includes the
restoration of the Fielding Garr house and outbuildings as an historic site.
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The interpretation of the house and property will emphasize the story of the
immigration of Mormon converts to their "Zion" by the Perpetual Emigration
Fund and how financing and contributions were made in kind in this very young
settlement, creating the need for property to care for the sheep, cattle and
horses that were the dollars and cents of the day.

Notes

1Such efforts are of special interest to immigration historians. See,
Rudolph J. Vecoli, "European Americans: From Immigrants to Ethnics," in The
Reinterpretation of America History and Culture, pp. 81-112. Edited by
WiTTiam H. Cartwright and Richard L. Watson, Jr. (Washington, D.C.: National
Council for the Social Studies, 1973).

ZLeonard J. Arrington, Great Basin Kingdom (University of Nebraska
Press, Lincoln, 1966), p. 382.

3Ibid., p. 77.

4G1en Leonard and James Allen, The Story of the Latter-day Saints
(Deseret Book Co., Salt Lake City, 1976), p. 282.

51bid., p. 287

6Le onard J. Arrington, Great Basin Kingdom (University of Nebraska
Press, Lincoln, 1966), p. 78.

Tpale L. Morgan, The Great Salt Lake (University of New Mexico Press,
Albuquerque, 1947), p. 252.

BNathaniel G. Stringham, Briant Stringham and His People (Stevens &
Wallis Press, Salt Lake City, 1949), p. 5%.
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Morgan, Dale L, The Great Salt Lake, Albuquerque; University of New Mexico Press, 1947.

Stringham, Nathaniel G, Briant Stringham and His People, Salt Lake City; Stevens and
Was1is Press, 1949, . o)Ak
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