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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The La Casa De Geronimo Lopez Adobe has changed little since it was first
constructed in 1882-1883 by Valentino Lopez. It was the first two-story.
adobe built in the San Fernando Valley as a residence. (The other two-
story adobes started out as one story residences such as the Andres Pico
Adobe).

The Lopez Adobe remains an outstanding example of the best early
California architecture which characterized the colorful transitional
period between the decline of the California Missions and the extensive
development resulting from the influx of hordes of Americans during and
after the gold rush,

The house was constructed of Adobe with walls two feet thick, The
original roof was of shakes, the popular roof covering of the times. The
present tile roof was put on about 1928, during its occupancy by

Mrs., McAlonan (a Lopez) in a misguided attempt to relate the house to

the early Mission period. The windows are the typical ''Yankee Sash"

that were popular in the 1880's. The front and both ends s of the

adobe are covered with porches on the lower and upper levels, the
ra111ngs are handcut in a very elaborate pattern common on several other
adobes in the San Fernando area from the same period.

The Adobe is in excellent physical condition with only minimal restoration
necessary to bring the building up to its original conditionm,

"The present two-story adobe is generally similar to the original except
that the single-story adobe (now) connected on the south, fronting on
Maclay Street, was formerly ‘detached from the main: bu11ding by a breezeway

and was used for a kitchen, The roof was pitched, shingled and gab led at

the ends. The porch roofs were similar to the present, The porch wood.
columns with bracket capitals and "jig-saw'" patterned balustrade can be
seen in the earliest known photo of 1900, However, the exterior porch
stair at the northwest cannot be seen in its present location and is
believed, originally, to have been located on the west side but

landing at about the same place on the second floor as at present. The
windows and doors appear to be in the same locations with no change.....
and the ground floor porch (now concrete slab) was formerly of wood." -

HABS Report, September, 1963.

Interior apartments have been somewhat altered and modernized.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

S : S
At the northwest corner of Maclay and Pico Street st ds_an attractive
old residence commonly known as the Lopez Adobe. Although net the
first structure built in San Fernando, it apparently is the oldest
remaining building in the city and the oldest adobe still standing

“in the City of San Fernando. Other than the significance of its age,

it cradles a long and picturesque history of the first residents of

San Fernando, Don Geronimo and Catalina Lopez and many of their
descendants. It also remains an outstanding example of the best early
California architecture which characterized the colorful transitional
period between the decline of the California missions and the extensive
development resulting from the influx of hordes of Americans during

and after the gold rush., It was the first two-story adobe in the
Valley built as a residence. The Lopez homewas a local focus of
activities when the pastoral life of Southern California still retained
its Spanish-Mexican flavor and gracious living was deemed more
important than promoting land development.

The two-story adobe was erected in 1882-1883 by Valentino Lopez, a
cousin and brother-in-law of Don Geronimo Lopez, who had built the
large adobe known in the 1860's as the Lopez Station, northwest of
San Fernando.

An account of numerous Southern California landmarks recorded in the
1928 annual publication of the Historical Society of Southern California
(Volume 14, pages 46-47), states that Valentino Lopez occupied the

house for one year and it later became the property of Geronimo Lopez,
who, with his wife Catalina, moved into the city from the Lopez Station.
Apparently the "bright Lights' and the city life had their drawing power
then as they do today. The same account also states that the first
newspaper in the Valley was published for one year (1888) in the house.
A 'chain-of-title" for the property, prepared in Dec. 1967 by the

Title Insurance and Trust Co. of Los Angeles, is an authentic record

of ownership of the property from the King of Spain down through the
years to the present owners, Mrs. C. (Louis M,) Penney of Long Beach,
California., Mrs. Penney and William Millen are children of

Mrs, Catherine (Kate) Millen, the last of the Lopez family to occupy

the adobe, who made it her home from 1935 to shortly before her death

in 1961.
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"The Lopez family played a prominent part in the development of

San Fernando Valley. At the age of nineteen, Geronimo carried the
flag of truce for the Californians,.....to John C. Fremont and his
American soldiers at the old San Fernando Pass as the latter entered
the valley on January 11, 1847.'" - HABS Report, September 1963.

The first San Fernando Valley post office was established in 1869
at the earlier Geronimo Lopez Adobe home called Lopez Station. The
Lopez family is credited with starting the first English-speaking
school in the vicinity.




Lopez House, February 1968 Photo: Courtesy, San Fernando Valley Sun
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Frame and stucco addition
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FIRST FLOOR

LOPEZ HOUSE - SAN FERNANDO Scale pommmm foot.

10
Northwest corner Maclay Avenue and Pico Street, San Fernando.
Built 1882 - 1883 by Valentine Lopez. Main walls of adobe.

Measured drawings by San Fernando Department of Engineering
and Robert E. Alexander, F.A.LLA. and Associates, February 1968.
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