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Statement of Significance: (Reference names, dates, events, areas of significance/study
unit themes)
Date of Construction: d ‘ -
Architect/Builder:
Historical Significance:

The residence at 216 North 7th Street is associated with North Yakima's earliest development period: 1885- 1900. Proper-
ties in the Eastern Addition to North Yakima, platted September 3, 1888, were usually sold in parcels of several lots and
small farms were established in this section at the eastern edge of town. This house is significant as an example of
the "Queen Anne" style homes designed and built by tradesmen, carpenter/contractors for modest/middle income families.
The Mineau House is typical of modest residences built with strong "Queen Anne" influences in Yakima. The dominant
front-facing gable is interrupted by a cutaway bay. The asymmetrical facade was retained even after the ca. 1905 wing
~ddition. Spindlework and delicate arches embellish the one-story porch. The high-pitched central pyramid roof reflects
a common Queen Anne roof type. . Deeds to this property held for a significant period of time
begin with B.A. vyoung 1n 1888. Until further research is completed it cannot be determined who the original owner/
builder of this property was. Benjamin Young is listed in the 1890 City Directory but no address is given. Young sold
the property in 1893 to Charles L. Gordon. Gordon was a salesman for Yakima Hardware. He mortgaged Lots 7 and 8 and
may have built the house for investment or rental. He did not occupy the residence. The first owner/occupants were

Additional Descripton of Physical Appearance & Significant Architectural Features:
(Architectural significance; can include interior & site features; address integrity
issues specifically)

216 North 7th Street is a one story, wood framed residence with a steeply pitched, pyramid roof of composition shingles.
A projecting bay (north elevation) includes an intersecting gable with a hipped roof angled bay. A small gabled dormer
is on the east elevation. The building has clapboard siding with trimmed corners. The windows are 1/1 double-hung
nits with decorated blind transoms overhead. The transoms contain a series of diamond patterns with scallops below
terminating in scrolls. Other ornamentation includes decorative gable ornaments, and turned posts supporting the porch.
A large (50% of the size of the original building) addition has been constructed to the west of the original residence,
it includes a second entry porch and a trellised arbor. The addition has a gable roof with composition shingles and
clapboard siding. Its porch posts are square without ballustrade. The original design has remained unaltered and has
been impacted minimally by the addition to the west. The addition to the original building does not exhibit many of the
distinctive details of the original building. It's lower plate line (eave), the lack of decorative lintels, and the
form of the roof at the entry porch do not respond to the original design. However, the addition does not diminish or
compromise the original design. ~
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Statement of Significance (continued):

Francis X. and Mary Rose Mineau in 1902. The roof design of the western, single-story addition reflects that this wing
may have been added during the Mineau's residency. Mineau was a rancher which was a typical occupation in this area of
Yakima where small farms prevailed during the city's earliest development period. Norman H. and Clara Case purchased
the property in 1910. Case had been a farmer prior to entering a railroad contracting business with his neighbor Peter
J. Eschbach in 1902. Case and Eschbach built 87 miles of grade for the North Coast Railway line. After Case.sold his
interest in the company, it became the Nettleton, Bruch & Eschbach Company, a multi-million dollar construction firm
responsible for railroads, tunnels, and waterpower plants throughout Washington. Later owners of this residence included
George B. Holden (1926-1936), Forrest F. and Gussie Herring (1938-1956), Wilbur J. Sandner (1956-1973), and Bert S.
Jones (1973-1985). Jones utilized the property as a rental. The current owner, Charley H. Egley, is also renting the

home.

Total number of contributing properties: 1 (house)
noncontributing properties: O



