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National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Cgmplete eMW 35 ap ;Q rite box or
by entering the information requested. If an item does not apply to the property being d nter or Fo unctions,

architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from
entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property

historic name Trudeau House

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number ___LA 66 and 01d Tunica Road NFA not for publication
city or town Tunica NZPvicinity

state Louisiana code _LA county _West Feliciana code _125  zip code 70782

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this X nomination
J request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
[¥ meets [ does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant
[ natiogalty [ statewide K] locally. (L] See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

v

/%/f/ 9‘%@ 6/21/95

Signature of certifying official/Tite  Gerri Hobdy, Date
LA SHPO, Dept of Culture, Recreation and Tourism

State of Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property (1 meets (] does not meet the National Register criteria. (L] See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

yd
4. Natioypfal Park Service Certification R
I herg%enify that the property is:

entered in the National Register.
[ see continuation sheet.
[ determined eligible for the
National Register
[] see continuation sheet.

[ determined not eligible for the
National Register.

] removed from the National
Register.

OJ other, (explain:)

ﬁ ntered in the Date of Action

National Register / 2% / (’7‘)/
- -




Trudeau House
Name of Property

West Feliciana Parish, LA
County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property * ~~ “Tategory of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) ‘(Check only one box)

Xl private - oM LS building(s)
] public-local - [ district
O public-State O site
O public-Federal " Dstructure
: [ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter ““N/A” if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

Louisiana's French Creole Architecture

Number of Resources within Property
(Da not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
! buildings
sites
structures
objects
! 0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC/single dwelling

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

VACANT/not in use

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

other: French Creole

Greek Revival

Narrative Description

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation brick

walls weatherboard, brick
roof tin

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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The Trudeau House, c.1830, is a two story brick and frame structure with hesitant
touches of the Greek Revival style. It is located in a hilltop setting in rural West Feliciana
Parish. Despite a few alterations and some deterioration, the house retains its National
Register eligibility.

It is commonly believed that the house in question is eighteenth century in date and
associated with Oliver Pollock, regarded by historians as "the financier of the (American)
Revolution in the West." Pollock during the war operated out of New Orleans and had
various real estate investments in the Louisiana colony, including the land upon which the
present house is located. Pollock apparently acquired what he called Tunica Plantation (after
the Tunica Indians and the settlement of the same name) in the early 1770s. He owned it
until 1782, when he left Louisiana and the plantation was acquired by Carlos Trudeau.
Pollock returned to Louisiana in 1788 and regained Tunica Plantation in 1789; however, in
1813, the portion upon which the candidate is located was sold by his family to a neighbor,
Phillip Alston. Pollock himself had returned to the eastern seaboard in 1791, where he lived
until 1819. From 1819 until his death in 1823, his legal residence was in Pinckneyville,
Mississippi, home of his daughter.

Architectural historians with the Division of Historic Preservation examined the house
with the foregoing in mind and concluded that the present house on the site dated from a
period after Pollock’s ownership of the property. The architectural evidence for a c.1830
date of construction is unmistakable. All of the nails used in the house, from small lathing
nails to large constructional spikes, are of the square-headed manufactured type commonly in
use from about 1820 to the 1870s. If the house were eighteenth century, one would expect
hand-forged "rose head" nails. Secondly, the surviving historic hinges in the house feature
two gudgeons and are held in place by screws. This type of hinge was commonly in use in
Louisiana during the middle decades of the nineteenth century. Again, if this were an
eighteenth century house, one would expect to find hand-forged strap hinges held in place by
clinched nails. Thirdly, the surviving historic windows are nine over six with the upper sash
fixed in place. This type of window was commonly in use during the 1830s and ’40s. In an
eighteenth century house, the window panes would have been smaller and more numerous.
Finally, all of the decorative features are in the Greek Revival style and all of the decorative
moldings are of types associated with the Greek Revival era. In Louisiana the Greek Revival
style first appears in the 1820s and more commonly the 1830s in rural areas.

CONTINUED
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The house evidences some Creole influence in its construction. Characteristics
include: (1) the fact that the lower story is of brick and the upper story is frame; (2) the fact
that the upper story has a higher ceiling than the lower and is the principal floor; and (3) the
rear elevation of the upper story which features a cabinet and loggia range.

There are also some Anglo-American features, including:

(1)  the pegged frame of the two front rooms on the second story. This frame has
English angle braces in the corners. Some might assert that this frame, which
is of the type in use in the eighteenth century, suggests that at least some of
the house is earlier than 1830. However, frames of this type continued to be
built in Louisiana up until the middle years of the nineteenth century. In
addition, the frame is not pegged at very joint. Some of the joints are held in
place by nails, and in these instances, the nails are of the manufactured type
previously described.

(2)  the previously noted Greek Revival features.
The Plan

The principal (second) story features a capacious front gallery, two large front rooms,
each with its own entrance door, and a rear range of two cabinets and a loggia. It is reached
by a full flight of exterior steps both front and rear. The lower story consists of two front
rooms and two smaller rear rooms without a loggia. All four of the front rooms have
fireplaces which feed into a pair of end-wall chimneys. The house is encompassed by a
massive broken pitch gabled roof.

The front wall of the second story, the ceilings in the upper front rooms and the
ceilings downstairs are covered with wide random width tongue and groove flush boards. In
addition, the partition walls downstairs are one plank thick featuring tongue and groove
boards. The walls in the upper front rooms are covered with wide random width rough-sawn
boards. Evidently, these were meant to be covered with paper or canvas. The widest of the
boards noted in the house is over sixteen inches. The brick walls on the lower story were
originally plastered, some of which survives. Curiously, the side walls of the loggia are
covered with wide clapboards. A clapboarded protected wall is something seldom seen in
antebellum Louisiana. Even more curious, the rear wall of the loggia is covered with lathe

CONTINUED
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and plaster. The interior walls of the cabinets are also lathe and plaster. Surviving boards
nailed in the attic suggest that at one time the cabinets and the loggia may have lacked
ceilings and been opened to the rafters. ~

Greek Revival Features

The mantel in the upper north front room features an entablature and flanking
pilasters with crude molded cuts. Most of the doors feature two vertical bolection molded
panels raised on one side. Hinges indicate that many of the doors have been moved around,
but two of the doors retain their original hinges and are in their original locations. The large
square columns found on the loggia are made from wide planks and feature blocky capitals
and bases distinguished by a forty-five degree angle cut.

Other decorative features include beaded baseboards, molded and beaded window and
door surrounds and two mantels in the upper and lower south front rooms. These identical
mantels feature a molded surround, top and side boards and a molded shelf. Evidence
indicates that the fireplace in the lower north front room never had a mantel.

Alterations

The original columns on the upstairs front gallery have been replaced, although two
surviving columns are stored in the attic. Also, the front staircase is not original. Some of
the original clapboarding has been lost. The upper side elevations have been partially
sheathed in corrugated metal. Finally, sometime in the mid-twentieth century, the rear
elevation was fitted with a massive shed porch resting upon cut tree trunks.
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark ““x” in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

(0 A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

(J B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

(X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

] D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations N/A
(Mark ‘‘x” in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

(J A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

(] B removed from its original location.

] € a birthplace or grave.

[J D a cemetery.

[J E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
0 F a commemorative property.

O G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

"Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions)
architecture

Period of Significance
c.1830

Significant Dates
c.1830

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affitiation
N/A

Architect/Builder
unknown

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibilography

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS): N/A

[ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

[ previously listed in the National Register

[ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

[J designated a National Historic Landmark

] recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

[ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

X] State Historic Preservation Office
(1 Other State agency
(] Federal agency
[J Local government
] University
L1 Other

Name of repository:
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10._Geographical Data

Acreage of Property less than an acre

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1 11s) l61319171210) [3:14]2:3[1,2,0]

Zone Easting Northing

2IIII|I|II|‘I|I‘II|

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

sl LIl bl bl

Zone Easting Northing

4L1|I|IILIIII|I|II[

[} see continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle National Register Staff

organization _Division of Historic Preservation

date __ May 1995

street & number __ P. 0. Box 44247

city or town Baton Rouge

telephone ___(504) 342-8160
state Louisiana  zip code 70804

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name Mr. and Mrs. F. A. Hoshman, Jr.

street & number 16315 Tunica Trace

telephone __(504) 655-4639

city or town Tunica

state Louisiana Zip code 70782

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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The Trudeau House is locally significant in the area of architecture as one of a limited
number of buildings left to represent West Feliciana’s early architectural history. Although this
Mississippi River parish is well known for its antebellum architecture, particularly plantation
houses, there are actually not that many survivors when compared to the number of major
buildings in the parish on the eve of the Civil War.

West Feliciana Parish is one of the state’s early areas of settlement, although practically
nothing survives from the colonial period (pre-1803). When Louisiana became a state in 1812,
the area in question was part of what was known as Feliciana County, which in 1824 was divided
into the current West and East Feliciana. In the prosperous decades prior to the Civil War,
West Feliciana, with its fertile lands, was a plantation landscape, with some of the state’s
wealthiest planters residing there. St. Francisville, the parish seat, was a bustling town. Given
the history and settlement patterns of the region and as evidenced from census figures and
historic maps, it is clear that there were literally hundreds of major historic buildings
(residences, schools, businesses,churches, etc.) in the parish on the eve of the Civil War.
However, today, despite West Feliciana’s deserved reputation for its antebellum architecture,
there are only 30-40 major examples (as previously defined). And while this may sound high
in the abstract, it is not relative to the number that once existed. The Trudeau House, of course,
is one of these survivors, and as such, is of local architectural importance.

Regarding the name of the candidate, although Carlos Trudeau owned the property before
the present house was built, it nonetheless has been known traditionally as the Trudeau House.

BIBLIOGRAPHY
West Feliciana Historic Structures Survey, Division of Historic Preservation.

Cummins, Light T. "Oliver Pollock’s Plantations: An Early Anglo Landowner on the Lower
Mississippi, 1769-1824." Louisiana History, Winter 1988.
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Boundary Description: Please refer to enclosed sketch map.

Boundary Justification: Boundaries were chosen to discretely encompass the significant
resource. They do not follow property lines because of excessive rural acreage.
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