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7. DESCRIPTION
I ntroduction

Forge Village is an industrial and resdentid village in the town of Westford, Middlesex County, Massachusetts.
It isthe location of the former Abbot Worsted Mill which comprisesthe central architectura feeture of the
village. A branch of the former Boston and Maine Railroad pesses through the village dong the banks of Stony
Brook. Architectural resources condst of moderate to well-preserved residentid, institutional, commercid, and
industrial properties built during the Colonial to Early Modem Periods. Mogt buildings are either multiple or
sngle unit factory worker housing, but severd commercid and industrial resourcesexist as well as a former
religious mission, an historic playground, and two former schools. Two hundred seventy-four historic buildings
exig inthe district. One historic dte and five historic sructures are do present. Architectural sylesinclude
Colonia, Federd, Gresk Revival, Second Empire Victorian Eclectic, Quean Anne, Colonia Revival, Bungdow
and Cgpe Cod. Boundaries of the district are determined by changesin density of historic resources and by
topographic changes

The town of Westford is located inthe coastal lowland region of the commonwedth, approximatdy 10 miles
south of the New Hampshire border and 30 miles west of Boston. The town is bordered on the eest by
Chelmsford, on the south by Acton and Carlide, on the west by Groton and Littleton and on the north by
Tyngsborough. The areaof the town is 31 square miles.

The villageis st dong the banks of Stony Brook and on the doping hills to the north and south. Small
resdentia lots with single and multiple unit dwellings are typical, with the centra section of the area occupied
by the multitude of large industria buildings of the former Abbot Worsed Company (now Courier Corporation,
atextbook printing company). Physica reationships of the buildings varies from dense residentia
devdopment, such as on Smith and Orchard Streets, to large former agricultural homes on large lots, as on West
Presoott and Plessant Streets. The towers of the former Abbot Mill are visible from many points inthevillage.
Resdentid buildings are typically within 25 feet of drestsand aranged in a dense pattem typical of company-
built housng fromthe late \  and early 20" century. Industria properties are built of brick and s&t doseto the
road, forming an industrial sreetscgpe dong the eedt Sde of lower Feasant Street. The core of the district is
located where Plessant Streat crossesthe former Boston and Maine Railroad and joins Eagt and West Presoott
Streets, (photo #7) The combination of industrial and commercid activity and rail traffic crestesavillage
amaogphere similar in nature and szeto that of Graniteville, one mileto the eest. The Forge Village Historic
Digtrict retainsintegrity of design, feeling, association, materids and workmanship.

Devdopment
Members of the Prescott family of Groton began occupying Forge Village during the Colonia Period for the

(continued)
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purpose of operating their grist mill on Stony Brook and, later, manufacturing iron from bog-ore they mined in
Groton. The presence of mills and the forgeis reflected on mgps produced in 1795, 1830 and 1855. The Stony
Brook Railroad began service in the valley in 1848 and provided aconnection between Lowell and Ayer, two
important regiond rail hubs  Shortly after its completion, severd of the railroad's board members introduced
large-scale iron-manufacturing to the village. The forge began manufacturing axles and other machined iron
partsin 1853 under the name Westford Forge Company. Cudomers included the Stony Brook Railroad,
mechine shopsin Lowell and Lawrence, and local shops The forge remained in busnessuntil 1865 when the
Forge Village Horse Nail Company overtook the forge's operations. The nail company occupied the former
forge building until 1877, when it too went out of busness Subssquently, the Graniteville-based Abbot
Worgted Company acquired the forge and expanded their manufacture of carpet yam herein 1879. They
acquired the old forge which served as the manufacturing facility for woolen goods until it was replaced with
the current brick mill in 1910.

Abbot Worgted established its program of intensive residentiad constmction for its workers during the late 19
century. Bradford Street, which was first developed around 1885, isthe dte of the district's earliest worker
housing. After that time, the company began recmiting workers from Ireland, Scotland, Russa, and other
European countries to fill the demand for labor. Immigrants occupied the neighborhood inincreesing numbers
until the mid 20 century when the wool industry in New England had entered decline. During that time,
resdentia subdivisons had been built on Abbot, Pdermo, Orchard, Ping, Lincoln, Elm, Smith, and Pershing
Streets. These Sde dreets of detached single and multiple family resdences lend the district agreet ded of its
character. They are second inimportance only to the Abbot Mill Complex on Pleesant Stret

Colonial Period Residential Architecture 1620-1775

The Heald House at 62 Pleasant Street, built ca. 1730, is aFederd-style sde-gabled cottage of five by two
baysand 112 sories. A single-story ell connects the houseto asde-gabled bam a the south sde of the plan,
and ahipped porch expandsthe plan a the north. A shed dormer occupies the front dope of the roof The
ceanter entry is covered by a hipped porch which was added after the original constmction. Windows are modem
818 double-hung saeh and the two chimneys a the roofline are brick. Wallsare clad in wood clapboards, the
roof in agohdt shingles and the foundation isbuilt of cut granite. Openings inthe facade of the bam are
occupied by aroll-up garage door, adiding vehicle door and by a6/6 double-hung saeh. A wooden ventilator is
a the roofline. The house and bam are in good condition and may be the oldest buildingsin the district. They
ae s 25 feet from State Route 225.

The Colonia cottage a 39 Pleasant Street, built ca 1765, isa Vi sory,five-baysde-gabled resdence built

with gparsedasscd omament. A one-gtory ell projects from the reer of the house and the front dope of the

roof is expanded by atall gabled dormer. A screened porch enlargesthe plan a the left elevation. The house is

clad in wood clgpboards, the roof in agphdt shingles, and the foundation is cut granite. Decorative dements

include the classically molded trim and siddlights around the center entry and gable retums in the gebled

dormer. Firg-story windowsare 1/1 double-hung ssehwith smpletrim. Second-gtory saeh are smdler with
(continued)
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multiple panes. Three chimneys rise from the roof, two of which are located ontheridge. Thethird isin the
reer ell. The houseisin good condition and is located on State Route 225.

Federal/Early Industrial Period Resdential Architecture 1775-1853

The housea 7 West Prescott Street was built ca. 1800 near the core of thevillage. The front-gabled formis
three by four baysand 2 gtories. Gabled dormers and acenter brick chimney occupy the roof the house.
Walls are clad in wood dagpboards, the roof in agphdt shingles and the foundation is built of cut granite.
Windows are 6/6 double-hung saeh. The houseisinfair condition and retains integrity of desgn and materids.

The house a 23 Pleasant Street was d<0o built around 1800 and hes some similarities of scde and materidsto
the house a 13 Pleasant. The sde-gabled, five by two bay plan rises 22 sories and isenlarged a the reer by
two perpendicular €ls. The northem ell hes lower pogtsthan other parts of the house and may predatethe
Federd Period main block. A pedimented porch with classicaly molded piers, adosed gable and molded
comice covers the center entry, and, with the comer boards on the main block, representsthe principal omament
on the house. The entry isflankedby 22 length sddlights and classicd trim. Windows are 1/1 modem ssgh in
the left (north) and 6/6 wooden double-hung sash ontheright. The dls are fenedtrated with 66 saeh. Walls of
the house are clad inwood dapboards, the roof in asphdt shingles, and the foundationisbuilt of cut granite.
Two brick chimneys rise from the ridgeline. The houseisingood condition and retains integrity of design. A
front-gabled garage of one bay with aroll-up door exists behind the house on Osk Street.

The Levi Prescott House at 25 Pine Street is another Federd-syle resdence built around 1800. Like 10
Heesant Stret, this hes brick end walls with integrated chimneys. The centrd five-bay ,two-story wood-framed
portion hes been rebuilt due to alate 20" century fire, but the desgn nearly replicates the original according to
photographs taken beforethe fire. Exterior walls are clad in wood clgpboard, the roof in agphdt shingles, ad
the foundationisbuilt of cut granite. Windows are 8/12 double-hung saeh with beeded trim. The canter entry is
surmounted by afanlight andflankedby 22 length siddlights. An attached two-bay garage expandsthe plan a
the eet 9de. The houseisingood condition and represents a strong effort a reconstmction after fire.

The Wright House a 13 Pleasant Street was built around 1820 in the Federd style. Thefive by two-bay,
two-gtory form has alow, hipped roof, matched brick chimneys rising from the sde walls, and symmetrica
fenedtration typical of the style. Decorative dements include the comer pilasters, molded cornice, and dassica
trim a the center entry. Windows are &6 double-hung sseh with beeded trim. The exterior isclad in wood
dapboards, the roof in agphdt shingles, and the foundation is built of cut granite. A low gonewall linesthe
yad a the dreet. The houseiswel-maintained. A two-bay, front-gabled garage with asingle roll-up door
occupies the rear of the lot.

(continued)
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The housea 34 West Prescott Street was built around 1840 with dements of the Gresk Reviva style. The
three by three-bay gable-front main block is enlarged by afull-width hipped porch and by a one and one-haf-
dory west dde ell that atachesthe bam to the house. A shed dormer occupiesthe front dope of the el and an
integral porch coversthe entry. Decorative dements condst of the molded cornice, gable returns, corner
pilagters, wide classcd trim, and sddights a the sde-hal entry. Windowsare 6/6 double-hung sseh with
beeded trim. Those on the first gory are extended inlength, as is common in buildingsof this style. Wallsae
cad in wood dapboards, the roof in agphdt shingles, and the foundationis cut granite. The barn isadde-
gabled form of two stories and three bays. 1t isdso dad in wood dapboards and built on a cut granite
foundation. A granite retaining wall exigts between the house and bam. The house and bam are in good
condition and retain integrity of materias, desgn, and location.

Industrial Period Resdential Architecture 1853-1910

The house a 27 West Prescott Street was built around 1860 with dements of the Victorian Eclectic style. The
three by four-bay, two-story main block is enlarged by an ell and atached bam. A porch coversthe front and
dde devations of the front-gabled house Decorative dements include gable returns and a molded comice.
Windows are modem &1 double-hung sseh. The wallsare clad invinyl dapboards, the roof in agphdt shingles
and the foundationis cut granite. The attached bam is accessad by asingle roll-up vehicle door in thefacade.
Windowsinthe bam are 6/6 double-hung sseh and wallsare dad invinyl cdgpboards. A modem detached shed
and pogt and rail fence are dso present. The houseisinfair condition.

The Sartell House & 44 Pleasant Street, ca. 1865, isaVictorian Eclectic-style reddence st back farther from
the road than othersin the neighborhood. Itisa2/2 gory, front-gabled, three by four-bay form with areer el of
one and one-hdf gstories. A two-story gabled bay occupiesthe north (right) elevation. Exterior wallsare dad in
wood dapboards, the roof in agphat shingles, and the foundation is cut granite. Decorative dements are varied
and include wide classicd trim & the side-hdl entry, comer pilasters, and wide frieze boards a& the comice. The
two-gtory gabled bay and the front gable of the main block have gable retums and molded cornices. Molded
hoods articulate the 2/2 double-hung saeh and aflat-roofedporch with carved brackets covers the double-leef
entry. An interior brick chimney risesfrom the roof pegk. The house iswell-maintained and retains integrity of
design and materids.

The Victorian Edlectic-gtyle housea 15-17 Bradford Street was buih as one of several units of worker housing
araund 1885. Themain block isa 22 gary, sde-gabled duplex of four by two bayswith two gabled dormeasaon
the front dope of the roof A onedoary dl expands the plan a therear. Exterior wallsaredad in wood
dapboards the roof in agphalt shingles, and the foundation is built of aut granite Decorative dementsindude
the entry hoodswith carved bradkets the frieze board at the eave, coma boards and maded window surrounds
A detached front-gabled garage occupiesthe rear yard. The houseis wdl-maintained, retains integrity of
materials and desgn, and isidentical in form and detail to 1921 Bradford Street.

(continued)
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The multiple unit resdence a 8-10 Bradford Street is one of several amilar buildings on the Srest condruded
asworker houdng for the Abbat Worged Mill around 1885. The houseisa four by two-bay, sde-gabled
Victorian Eclectic-gtyle duplex with an dl attached to the rear devation. Exterior wallsare dad in wood
dapboards the roof in agphalt shingles and the foundation is built of aut granite The restrained amameant
conggts of widetrim boards a the eaves, comer pilagers and wide window surrounds The double entry is
prateted by aflatroofed entry hood with exuberantly carved brackesat the Sdes. The building isidentical in
desgn to 24-26 Bradford Street.

The front-gabled resdence a 36 Pleasant Street waas built around 1890 in the Victorian Eclectic style. The two
by two-bay plan isenlarged a the right elevation by aone-gtory €l built perpendicular to the main block and by
aone-gory Mansard-roofed bay in the first sory of the facade. The Sde-hdl entry is dso covered by a
Mansard-roofed hood with carved brackets a the Sdes Decorative dements include brackets a the comers of
the eaves, comer boards, and the omament inthe gable pegk. Exterior wallsare clad inwood dapboards, the
foundation isbuilt of cut granite, and the roof is sheaethed in agphdt shingles. Windowsare 2/2 double-hung
ssehwith molded trim. A detached, one-bay garage clad in wood dagpboards and accessed by amodem roll-up
door isin the sde yard. The houseiswedl-maintained and retains integrity of materids and design. The house
issimilarinform and detail to 30 Pleasant Street and was probably built & the same time. The housea 38
Fleasant Street has a similar plan and form but hes been relieved of its architectura detail.

The housea 8 East Prescott Street waas built around 1890 in the Victorian Eclectic syle. Thefront-gabled
duplex isfour byfivebaysand rises 22 gories The plan isexpandad by a full-width,flat-r oofedfront porch
with a baludrade at the ssoond gory. Decorative dementsindude come boards a dosad gable jigsawn
brackets on the porch pogts and a maded cornice. Windows aremadem 2/1 double-hung sash with beeded
trim. The sash in the gablepesk is articulated with a denticulated hood. Exterior walls aredad in vinyl
dapboards the roof is shesthed in agphalt shingles and the foundation is built of cut granite A brick chimney
with corbd cap rises from the west dope of the roof A detached two-bay carriage housedad in wood
dapbaoards occupies the badk yard. The houseiswdl-maintained and bearsa grong amilarity of form to its
naghbar to the eadt, 10 East Prescott Stredt.

The Victorian Eclectic style housea 10 East Prescott Street was built around the same time as itswesterly
neighbor, 8 East Prescott Street, and shares some dements of form. The main block of the T-/i story, building
isthree by four bayswith awrapping hip-roofed porch acrossthe front and west side. A gabled bay projects
from the west elevation creating a cross gabled plan. Omament consstsof comer brackets a the eaves jigsawn
porch pogswith brackets, and molded comice. Exterior wallsare clad primarily inwood dapboards except for
the front gable pesk which has wood shingles. Theroof is clad in agphdt shingles and the foundation is built of
cut granite. Windows are modem double-hung sash with beeded trim. A brick chimney risesfrom the west
dope of the roof. The houseisinfair condition.

(continued)
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Three Victorian Eclectic style multiple unit dwellings on Canal Street were built around 1900 and shere
dements of form and omament. Houses a 4, 6 and 8 Canal Street are 6 by 2-bay, sde-gabled forms of 2/2
dories. Some examples of origina 2/2 double-hung sash remain a 8 Cand Street but the mgjority of windows
have been replaced. The house a 4 Canal Street retains itswood clgpboard exterior but the others have been
re-dded with vinyl. Themainblock of 8 Canal Street is enlarged by a gabled dormer.

The house a 4 Pine Street (photo #3) was built around 1906 with restrained Victorian Eclectic Syle details.
Thedde-gabled, 1 gory form isbuilt on athree by two bay plan. Three examples have endosed hipped entry
porches projecting from the facade. Architectura details include gable retums, molded cornice, and comer
boards. Wallsare clad invinyl clgpboards, the foundation isbuilt of granite, and the roof is clad in asphdt
shingles. Thisand the three smilar examples on Pine Stregt are well-maintained but have been dtered with the
addition of synthetic siding. Four Single family homes on Pine Street (Numbers 4, 6, 8,10) and nine on Pond
Street (Numbers 1, 2, 3,4, 5, 6, 8,14,16) share agpects of form and detail due to their constmction by a sngle
contractor to the Abbot Worsted Company. These are similar in form to the group described below on Orchard
Stret, dthough the entry porches on Pond Street are either pedimented or enclosed and not hipped with carved
brackets. Severd of the houses on Pond and Pine Streats have detached garagesbuilt in afront-gabled, sngle-
bay plan with novelty board cladding. Historic detached garagesexist a 4, 8 and 10 Pine Street and 2, 5, 8,
14, and 16 Pond Street. The example & 10 Pine Street hes been dtered with the ingtallation of vinyl siding
but retains the original form.

Modern Period Resdential Architecture 1910-1956

Sixteen houses on Orchard Stiregt share a Sde-gabled, one and one-haf-story form of three by one bays Houses
a 1-19 Orchard Street were built around 1911 and are al identical inform and detail athough some have
bean dtered with the addition of porches and synthetic siding. Examples that survive with few dterations are a
1,3, and 7 Orchard Street. These are clad in wood dapboards, have 6/6 double-hung sash with hood
moldings, aVictorian Eclectic style entry hood with carved brackets a the sdesand gable retums. Foundations
are built of brick and roofsare sheathed in agphdt shingles. The houses on Orchard Street are sSimilar in form
and detail to the groups described above on Pond and Pine Streets. Severd of the houses on Orchard Stret have
detached garagesbuilt with afront-gabled, sngle-bay plan with novelty board cladding. Historic detached
garagesexis at 3, 4, 7, and 8 Orchard Street. Also, the garage & 6 Orchard Stregt isahigtoric pyramida-

hipped example.

Pershing Strest isa short, semi-circular, resdentia subdivision with three multiple unit dwellings and some
single-family homes all buih around 1920. Two of the multiple unit dwellings, located & 10-12 and 14-16
Pershing Street are identica in their unusud formsand share some Victorian Eclectic details. The main block
is agde-gabled, 2/2 Sory, four by two-bay form oriented parallel to the drest. The main block isenlarged by a
half-width shed dormer and by matching entry porches projecting from the sdes of the facade. A convex dope
articulates the roofsof the porches. Both houses are clad in wood shingles with uncut gone foundations. The
house a 10-12 Pershing Street hes asbestos shingles onthe roof and jalousie windows in the projecting entry
(continued)
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porches, while 14-16 hes an agphdt shingleroof and fixed multiple-pane sseh. Singlefamily homes on
Pershing Stret are typically two gories or lessin height and beer restrained architecturd detail. For example,
the housea 1 Pershing Street isafront-gabled block enlarged by ashed dormer and an el a theright sde. A
large centra chimney, built of brick, projectsfrom the center of the roof

A house with aform similar to the duplexes on Pershing Street exids a 3-7 Lincoln Avenue; however it is
omamented with Colonia Reviva-style details. The centrd block isasde-gabled, five by two-bay, 2/2 sory
form with symmetrica fenestrationtypical of the style. The main block isenlarged & the Sde devations by
matching dlsthat project from the front of the house The dlscontainintegral porches with roofs supported by
classcadly molded piers. The center entry in the main block istrimmed with paired pilasters, ablind fan, and a
pediment. Windows are primarily 66 double-hung sseh except in the tripartite sesh in the Sde elevation which
have 4/4 saeh flanking 6/6 saeh. Exterior walls are clad in wood shingles, the roof in agphdt shingles, and the
foundation isuncut gone. Three brick chimneys mark the roofline and lunettes light the Sde gable peeks It is
in fair condidition.

A group of 13 housss on Abbot Street was built as Abbot Worsted worker housing around 1940 in the Cape
Cod form. Theexample a 23 Abbot Street istypical. Itisarectangular 112 story, Sde-gabled, three by two-
bay form. A one-bay, front-gabled garageis atached to the south Sde by an open porch. Theroof of the house
is clad in agphdt shingles, the wallsin wood dapboards and the foundation is cinderblock. Windows are 88
double-hung seeh with beeded trim. The center entry is surrounded by Vi length sidelights and ahood molding
dbove. Similar designs exist & 1-21 Abbot Street, (photo #4) The house a 3 Abbot Street was featured in a
news article published around 1939 describing the five rooms on the interior and noting that the priceof a
fiamished houseof the type cost $3800. Detached garageswere built on Abbot Street & numbers 3, 11 and 13
around the time of constmcfion of the houses Attached garagesexist & numbers 1,7, 12, 15, 16, 17, 19, 20, 21,
and 23. Seven houses located on the west Sde of Abbot Street and two on the eest are not historic and were
built between 1960 and 1985. Other groups of Colonia Reviva style and Cgpe Cod form Abbot Worsted
worker homes were built around 1940 on Elm Street. Houses a 6, 8, and 9 ElIm Street are Colonial Reviva
syle homes and housssat 13,15,17, and 18 EIm Street are Cgpe Cod forms built around the same time.
Lincoln Avenue, Pershing Street and Smith Street were dso built a thistimeand intended for occupation by
Abbot company workers.

Ingtitutional Architecture

The Prescott House/Abbot Worsted Company Hospital at 10 Pleasant Street was built between 1760-1800
in the Federd Style. Itisafive by two-bay, |Vi sory form with arear addition of one story. A one-gtory porch
is atached to the rear addition. Thebuilding isclad in wood dapboards on three Sdeswith the southeest wall
and foundation being brick. Theroof is shegthed in agphdt shingles Eavesare trimmed with adim comice
and comer boards mark the sdesof the facade. The entry has awide surround with pilasters and afull
entablature above arow of transom lights. The double-hung 2/2 sseh have smple hood moldings above. There
aetwo brick chimneysa each dde of the housein atypica Federd arangement. A four-foot high retaining
(continued)
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wall exigts a the northwest Sde of the house and exposes the brick foundation. The house overlooksthe Abbot
Worgted Mill complex and Forge Pond. Another Federd styleresidentid example in the district isa 13
Fessant Street.

Theformer District Three Schoolhouse a 35 Pleasant Street was built of brick around 1825. Thethreeby
two-bay, front-gabled form rises 1 Vi gories and hes alow brick chimney a the ridgeline. Access isthrough the
unomamented center entry.  Windows are modem double-hung saeh. Little omament exists on the exterior of
the former school. An addition of one gor>' hes been mede to the rear of the building. The

facade, however, retains much of its historical gppearance

The former Cameron School a 20 Pleasant Street (photo #5) was built in 1872 and remodded in 1908 in the
Colonia Reviva styleand isnow in use as asenior center. The two-story, deck-hipped building is consgmcted
on afive by sevenbay plan that hes been expanded in the rear by atwo-story addition. The centra three bays of
the facade comprise aprojecting pavilion which isflankedby matching shed roofed entry porches. Theroof is
surmounted by an octagond ventilator. Decorative dements include comer boards with molded cgps @ the
comers of the mainblock and of the pavilion on the facade, piers with molded cgps supporting the shed entry
porches, prominent hoods above the saeh on the facade and sde devations, and ornamenta pands between the
first and sscond story windows. Theroof isclad in agphdt shingles, the wallsin wood dapboards and the
foundation isbuilt of cut granite. Windows are 6/6 double-hung saeh and are aranged in groups of six on the
dde devations. The former schoal iswel-maintained and retains integrity of materids and design.

Theformer Saint Andrew's Episcopa Mission a 25 Pleasant Street was built in the Shingle stylein 1903
and isnow in use as aresdence. Itisa2Vi gory form with acentra, sde-gabled block and matching front-
gabled sscondary messss attached to both Sde devations to form abroad H-shgped plan. The architect wasthe
Reverend Thomas L. Fisher. The builder was Westford resident, A. Ferguson. A Saint Andrew's aossas is
found on the flag of Scotland designed in 1385 during the war of Richard |1, ornaments the facade of the
building.

The Forge Village Fire Station is located at 1 East Prescott Street and was built in 1941. Itisatwo by three-
bay, two-story form with afront-gambre roof and two vehicle doors in the facade. The building is congmcted
of brick with an asphdt shingled roof and concrete foundation. Shed-roofed dormers enlarge the sscond Sory.

Commercial Buildings

The former Splain Store a 2 East Prescott Street isaVictorian Eclectic building built ca. 1895 a the comer
of Eadt Prescott, West Prescott, and Pleesant Stregtsin the core of Forge Village. Itisathree-by two-bay, front-
gabled form with a hipped endlosed porch acrossthe entire first gory of the facade. A one-gtory €l is atached
to the north (left) devation and a shed dormer expands the roof above. Wood dagpboards sheeth the exterior
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walls, agphdt shingles cover the roof, and the foundation isbuilt of cut granite. Little omament remains on the
exterior of the moderatdy well-maintained building.

The former Pigeon Family House and Store a 16-18 Pleasant Street was built around 1910 and is currently in
ue as amultiple unit dwelling. The 2/2 sory, front-gabled, three byfive-bay.Quean Anne building is sheathed
in wood shingles on the sscond story and wood dapboards onthe first. Theroof is sheathed in agphdt shingles
and the foundation isbuilt of uncut gone. Decorative dements cons g of the changein exterior cladding
between the first and second stories sgparated by aflared course of shingles, asmal semi-circular gable
omament, flat window hoods, brackets a the comers of the eaveline, and a hipped entry hood with carved
brackets. Windows are 2/1 double-hung sseh. A single brick chimney marks the center of the roof line. The
houseiswel-maintained and retains integrity of materials and design.

The former offices of the Abbot Worsted Company are located & 4 Pleasant Street, across the dreet from the
Abbot Mill Complex. The residentid-scaled building was congtmcted in 1923 and isnow in use as offices of a
company unaffiliated with the mill. The Colonid Reviva-style building isa 1story, sde-gabled, five-bay
form built mainly of brick. An atached garage of fivebays is a the rear of the building. Secondary messss
include a semi-circular center entry porch and two gabled dormers on the front dope of the roof Congtruction
is brick with awide denticulated wood entablature. The roof is date shingles, and the foundation is built of
brick. Colonia Revival design dements include the widefrieze, 1onic columns supporting the entry porch,
pedimented dormers, brick comer quoins, and flat archesof brick over the windows. The entry is surrounded by
dddights and atransom as well as awood friezeand brick flat arch. Windows are 12/12 double-hung saeh.
Thewel-maintained former Abbot office building isamore formal Colonial Revival design than most others in
the village and retains integrity of design and materids.

Forge Village Auto Service at 1 West Prescott Street (photo #2) is a one-story, three-bay, ridge hipped
building that houses an auto and marine equipment repair busness. 1t was built around 1940 with dements of
the foursquareform. The facade ispierced by two vehicle doors, a pess door, and asingle window. The
building is sheethed in wood dagpboards, the ridge-hipped roof in agphdt shingles, and the foundation isbuilt of
cinderblock. Itisutilitarian in function and design and hes little omament. A single chimney islocated eedt
(Ieft) of the center of the roof ridge. Vehicle openings are filled with glazed roll-up doors with smpletrim. The
pess door and window aso have smpletrim.

Industrial Buildings:

The former Abbot Worsted Mill a 7 Pleasant Street isacomplex of industria buildings, the principal
members of which are congmcted of brick to aleve of three stories. Two omamentd Victorian Eclectic-style
towers face Plessant Strest and contribute defining dements to the center of the village. The older of the two
principal brick mill buildingsisthe Yarn Mill, which isbuih over the cand south of Stony Brook and hes one
wall adjacent to Fleesant Street, (photo #7) Itislargdy rectangular but the northwest comer is canted or bevded

(continued)
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to accommodate the passage of Plessant Stredt, the dope of which causss the building to rise three dories a its
north end and two a the south. The focal point of the exterior of the mill isthe Itdianate style tower that faces
Heesant Strest and signds the location of the main pedestrian entry. The square tower isthree sories in height
with aflat or gently doping roof, brick corbels, arecessed centrd pand between pilagters with molded cgps An
arched opening with rounded brick hood pierces the upper leved of the tower and may contain acarillon. A
granite marker built into the tower is carved with the title "TABBOT & CO / 1857-1887," the later date
indicating the timeof constmction of the Yam Mill. The entry a the base of the tower isaColonia Revival-
syle door with transom and sddlights under a pedimented hood. The Colonia Reviva entry replaced a
Victorian design in the mid 2 century. The door isreached from Pleesant Street by crossng a short bridge
over an excavated area between the building and agranite retainingwall. Twenty bayswith sash =t into
recessed pandsline the Plessant Stregt elevation. Windows in the Yam Mill are paired, wood-framed,
multiple-pane double-hung sseh with brick lintels and arched tops. Interior beams are wood supported by wood
columns. The lowest leve of this building houssd power generating equipment and machinery. At the time of
congruction, water wheds driven by the flow of Stony Brook transmitted power upgtars viaa sysem of bdts
and pulleys. Pulleys and shafts are visible ingde the building in someplaces  Steeam engineswere in place by
the late 19* century and may continue to exist.

North of the 1887 Yam Mill ispart of the 1910 Top Mill, (photo #6) (Topisatype of wool that hes bean
relieved of its shorter fibersby combing, aprocedure necessary for making worgted wool.) Thisisdso athree-
gory brick building that faces Fessant Street and is articulated with an omamenta tower cgpped by a hipped
roof and belfry. The six-bay facade faces northwest and is articulated with Victorian Eclectic style corbels ad
arched window hoods. A recessad pand inthe tower bearsaplague inscribed "1910". Windows are multiple-
pane, double-hung saeh that are paired in someopenings. Thisisthe facade located dosest to Stony Brook, the
intersection of Pleesant and Prescott Streets, and the railroad — al of which comprise the core of the Forge
Village Historic District. Interior constmction of this building condgts of iron I-beams and lattice tmsses for
supporting the wideinterior work goaces The interior of the top floor islit by windowsin the monitor roof

A third mill building exigs eedt of the Yarn and Top Mills and may be ssento their reer. Thiswas additiond
goecefor performing the work done inthe Top Mill. Like the other two, itisbuilt of brick and hes arched
openings for the windows which are multiple pane, double-hung sash. Additional metad clad and wood-framed
buildings exist to the eest and serve primarily as sorage. One isbrick and hes adate soneinscribed 1951, This
is connected to the tall brick smoke sack and may have sarved as the power house. Itiscurrently in use as
dorage. Adjacent to the Power House and the second Top Mill isa Gate House, possibly buih for controlling
the water levd in Stony Brook. Itisasguare, pyramida-hipped building. Other buildings to eest are Butler-
type prefabricated unitsthat serve as sorage.

The former eectric powerhouse for the Fitchburg and Lowell Street Railway was built around 1907 and is
located a 4 East Prescott Street. Itisaone-gory brick building built as atwo bay plan with a one-bay, wood
shingle addition to the eest Sde. Openings in the original brick messare arched and filled with adoor and

(continued)
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paired double-hung sash. The opening in the addition is filled with aroll-up garage door. Thetop of the facade
of the brick section isarticulated with astepped gable and tile coping. A corbel table ornaments the eave of the
right (west) sde of the building. Brickwork with Victorian Eclectic-gtyle details ressmblesthat found on the
much larger Abbot Mill located across Storny Brook to the south.

Structures,

The Westford Forge Company dug out and enlarged in 1853 the canal or millrace between Forge Pond and the
Abbot Mill Complex. It mns pardld to the naturd outflow of Forge Pond and West Prescott Street. The cand
crossssunder Flessant Street south of the Railroad to achieve atotal length of gpproximately 1/10 of a mile.
The cand is approximately twenty feet acrossand eight feet degp. Itislined with granite ashlar and alows a
dream of water gpproximately three feet degp to flow from the pond to the opening in the lower leve of the
Yarn Mill where water and geam power equipment was housed. The dam acrossthe outlet of Forge Pond is
located just south of West Prescott Strest and west of Pleesant Street. The dam impounds around five feet of
water to alow agream of three feet in depth to flow through the cand. The smcture is submerged beneeth a
shest of water flowing over its top.

The former Abbot Worsted Company ballfields are located a the extreme west edgeof the district on West
Prescott Street.  They are currently owned by the town and serve as public recregtion goace There aetwo
historic bassbal diamonds as well as severd modem facilities such as a deck hockey rink, basketball courts,
lights and sheds The diamonds arefl ankedby dugouts and chain link fences which are not historic.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American Stes are recorded in the proposed digtrict or in the generd area(within one
mile), Stes may be present. The district contains severd well drained, level to moderatdy doping terraced arees
adjacent to or within 1000 feet of Forge Pond, unnamed ponds, Storny Brook, unnamed tributary streams and
wetlands. All wetlands in the digtrict are part of the Merrimack River drainage. The Assabet River drainage,
d=0 part of the Merrimack River system, islocated ashort digance to the south and eedt of the district.
Extensve ancient Native American settlement hes been documented dong the main Merrimack River drainege
and itstributaries. The location of the southem end of the district a the confluence of Stony Brook with Forge
Pond may add to the senditivity of thisareafor ancient Stes. Anadromous fish mns in Stony Brook may have
provided an important subs stence resource for Native peoples. Given the above information, the Sze of the
digtrict (gpproximately 250 acres) and adverse effects on the integrity of potential resourcesfrom extensve
industrial and residentia land use, amoderate to high potentia exigs for the recovery of ancient Native
American resourcesin the district.

A high potential exigts for the recovery of historic archaeologica resourcesin the district. Documentary

(continued)
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research combined with archaeologica survey, excavation and careful mapping can help locate and identify
important 14" through 19" century components of the district that no longer survivetoday or cannot be
recognized. Archaeologica resserch may locate examples of 17" century settlement inthe district, aperiod that
is poorly documented and for which no examples survivetoday. Most settlement during this period was
concentrated in the Stony Brook areg, especidly a itsoutlet with Forge Pond. Potentid Stesfrom this period
may include stmcturd evidence of the first ironworks built in the areaby Jonas Prescott inca 1680 in thearea
of the outlet & Forge Pond. Similar evidence may dso exist for agrist mill indicated inthis areaby Westford
and Chemsford town histories during the same period. Archaeologica evidence of water-power related
resources (mill cands, dams whed pits) associated with the mills may dso exist. Structura evidence from a
tavem operated by Jonathan Prescott may be presant a the northeest crossing of Fleesant Stregt over Stony
Brook. Archaeologica evidence from century resdences should d<o exist in the district. Residentia Stes
may include dwellings of workersa industrial Stesand faamsteads. Jonathan Prescott aso reportedly built a
garrison house near the forge. Stmctura evidence from various types of outbuildings and occupationa related
features (trash pits, privies, wells) should dso be present. During the 1S century, settlement increased dowly
in Forge Village with only 20 adults residing in the district late in thisperiod. While some 18" century
resdentia buildings are still extant, many additional examples may survive as archaeologica resources. Iron
and grigt mill operations that begen late in the 17" century continued through mogt if not al of the 18" century
with saw and fulling mills added inthe areaof the forge. Stmctura evidence may survive from both the saw
and fulling mills and related power sources. Similar evidence relaed to 18" century renovations & the iron
forgeand grisgt mill may ds0 exist. Stmctural evidence of outbuildings and occupational related features may
exig with each of the 18" century Stesidentified above as well as extant buildings from the period. During the
19" and early 0™ centuries, industrial, commercid and residentid settlement diversified and intensified in
Forge Village with many Stesstill remaininginthe district today. Archaeologica Stesrdated to agricultura
production should exist, however, mogt potentia stesfrom the period should be rdated to industrial,
commerciad and residentid functions. While the exact locations and integrity of specific dtesremains to be
determined, 1828 recollections of a resdent published in 1833 identify Forge Village as the Site of a dore, hotel,
three iron forges, two blacksmith shops, two wool carding machines, one clothiersmill, agrist mill ada
whedwright shop, all located neer the Ste of the existing worsted mill within the district. Additional types of
buildings identified on the 1831 Haes Map include atavem, school and severd resdences Residentid dtes
and extant resources from the 19" and 2" centuries now include both private and company owned sngle and
multifamily housing. lce houses are dso reported during this period. Mogt of the district'sindustrial resources
rdated to the Westford Forge Company (1853), the Forge Village Horse Nail Company (1865) and earlier
components of the Abbot Worgted Company no longer exist with only portions of the dam and mill cand
remaining. Buildings and mogt amctures related to the above industries were demolished in the early 20"
century. Existing buildings and smctures related to the Abbot Mill Complex were mostly congtmcted in the
M century. Additiona historical resserch combined with architectura study, archaeologica survey, testing
and mapping may help determine which of these resources survivein the district as archaeologica resources ad
&6 parts of exisfing resources. Existing buildings and smctures in the district were frequently built on the Stes

(continued)
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of earlier buildings and structures demolished and/or incorporated into their design. Intensve researchin the
digtrict can help identify the ssquence of landuse and constmction for individual buildings, structures, parcds of
land and cumulatively for the district. The district representsover 300 years of complex industrial, commercid
ad resdentid land ue rdated to an industrial village. Mogt of these resources, especidly thoserdated to the
district's industry, now exist as potential archaeologica resources

(end)
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8 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
SUmmary

The Forge Village Higtoric Digtrict isdigible for the National Register of Historic Flacesunder criterion A for
its assodations with trends in 18", 19" and 20" century industry and village planning practices. Theindudtries
of iron forging and woolen yam manufacture were carried out over the course of nearly three centuries a the
core of the digtrict. The current form of the strests and homes of the didtrict isthe result of town planning
practices in use by the Abbot Worsted Company during the late 19*' and early 20™ centuries.

Thevillage isd=o dligible for the National Regiger under criterion C for its embodiment of the distinctive
characteridtics of its 18", 19"\, and early 20”* century architectural and industria historic resources. The
hundreds of worker houses, Victorian Eclectic stylemill buildings and the sret pattem focusing on the mill are
illustrative of historic constmction methods and styles. The district retains integrity of design, craftsmanship,
setting, feeling and association.

The period of sgnificancefor the district is 1680-1952, which openswith constmction of the Heald House, the
district's oldest surviving resdence, and dossswith the Early Modern Period of history. There are
approximately 280 contributing buildings, dtes, sructures, and objectsin the district.

CONTACT PERIOD 1500-1620

Algonquin-spesking Wamesit, Pawtucket, and Nashoba tribes of Native Americansinhabited the area between
the Concord and Merrimack Rivers. Habitation of Westford was concentrated near wetlands such asthose
dong Stony Brook. Projectile points have bean recovered in these aress and in upland steswhich indicates
scattered hunting activity throughout the town. None of the three sugpected Native settlements in the town were
determined to be in Forge Village, dthoughit is possble that tribe members exploited the hunting and fishing
opportunitiesin the area. Fishing on Storny Brook during the Contact Period is indicated by the exigence of a
fish weir that was recorded a the outflow of Forge Pond in the mid 17 century neer the Ste of theformer
Abbot Mill. Travel by Native Americans through the arealis conjectured to have been aong Stony Brook,
possibly the current dignment of North Main Street.

COLONIAL PERIOD 1620-1775

Travd by White settlers between Chemsford and Groton begen in the mid 17* century on the road that
pardlded Stony Brook on the south sde (now Forge Village Road, Pine Street, Cold Spring Road) which
connected West Chemsford to Forge Village and Groton. At thistime, Westford was part of Chemsford and
resdents of that town were regponsble for improving the transportation network. In 1655, the town of Groton

(continued)
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resolved to build aroad leading eest to Forge Pond which would connect with roadsto West Chelmsford.
Westford was ahinterland a thistime, nearly devoid of settlers, and was viewed &s little more than a
geogrgphica barrier between the established villages of Groton and Chelmsford. Settlement was sparsein the
town and in Forge Village. No buildings survive from before 1730.

A Native American fish weir existed by the mid-17"" century on Stony Brook a the outlet of Forge Pond, part of
the town of Groton a that time. According to Hodgman's history of Westford, the town of Groton bought the
weir from the Native American named Andrew sometime around 1680. At about the same time, the blacksmith
and Groton landholder Jonas Prescott built the first iron works a the location and begen the 300-year history of
industria activity inForge Village. Mr. Presoott lived with hiswife Mary a the southwest comer of Fine and
Town Farm Roads and mined bog-ore in Groton to be sndted intoiron a the millsite on Sony Brook. Theiron
was usd for making candlesticks, farm tools and house hold items such as irons according to loca historian
Gordon Seavey's 1988 article on the influence of Stony Brook. A grist mill might dso have existed a the
outflow of Forge Pond a thistime according to town histories of Westford and Chelmsford. A reative of Jones
named Jonathan Presoott built for protection from Natives a garrison house near the forgewhich survived until
1876.

Westford, which acquired independence from its parent town of Chelmsford in 1729, retains original boundaries
except for anarrow triangle of land in the westem part that included Forge Village. The triangle remained part
of Groton until 1730 when it was ceded to the newly established town. Here were contained the improved forge
of Jones . (b. Lancader, Ma, 1648) and hiswife Mary Locker; the homesof town clerk Jonas Prescatt . (b.
ca 1678 d. 1750) and hiswife Thankful Wheder; grandson Jonas (b.1703) and his wife Elizabeth Spading.
The great-grandson  Lieutenant Jonas Prescott, (b. 1727 d. 1813) do occupied ahousein the village, served as
Lieutenant in the French and Indian War, representative to the Massachusetts Generd Court from 1758-69 and

is described as aforgemanin the genedogy in the town history. Helived & 25 Pine Street, built ca. 1780.

The Prescotts made an immeasurable impact on the village by beginning itsindustrial activity and maintaining a
family interest for severd generations.

Other resdents around 1730 included Captain Jabez Keep (b. 1706), a dear reeve and county road commissioner
who may have operated asaw mill in Forge Village basad on the note in the town history that he provided 1500
feet of lumber for congtmction of a belfry in 1763; Thomas Hedld, whose house a 62 Pleasant Street isthe
oldest in the digtrict, built ca 1730, and later owned by David Lawrence and the Guemey Family; Ebenezer
Townsend and Abner Kent who were petitioners in 1730 to the Massachusetts Generd Court infavor of
annexing part of the town of Groton to the tovm of Westford, probably to be closer to the meeting house, and
Ebenezer Presoott who probably was dso aforge man and brother of Captain Jones Prescott. The Frandis
Hosmer House a 39 Pleasant Street may have been built around 1765, according to previous research. Other
resdents probably lived in the areaand practiced agriculture or were employed in the forge. Forge and mill
buildings were mede of wood, were powered by water, and were probably two gtories in height or less. No
period industria buildings survive.

(continued)
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Westford bears significance as atown with many resdencesthat retain distinctive Colonia Period fabric, desgn
idessand details. Colonial Period architecture in Forge Village issimilar in form, materids and desgn to other
examples inthe Westford Center National Regiger Historic Digtrict and throughout the town. The Hedd and
Hoamer Houses and the 17th century Jonathan Prescott tavem (no longer slanding northeest of the crossing of
Heesant Street over Sony Brook) for example, are Colonia style resdencesbuilt of wood with classcd details
and symmetrica facades, a description that fits the Colonial Period housea 2 Hildreth Street in Westford
Center.

FEDERAL/EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD 17751853

Iron manufacture continued adjacent to afulling mill that had been established during the Federd and Early
Industrial Period according to the 1795 seriesmap. The iron workswere located on the Ste of the existing mill
building, south of the stream and eedt of Plessant Stret. The fulling mill was on the oppodte (north) sde of
Stony Brook. Persond recollections of the early decadesof the 19" century were transcribed inthe 1883 town
history, and depicted avillage with agricultura activity, smal industry aong the brook, and frequent pessege on
the county road by travelers from Boston, Vermont, and New Hampshire. The image is of a busy smadl village
with ahigh degree of sdlf sufficiency basad on itsability to supply nearly al of its own economic needs The
Early Industrial Period dosed with the 1853 corporate organization of and sde of gock in the Westford Forge

Company.
Trangportation Routes

Late 18 century travel through Forge Village was on what isnow West Prescott Street to Groton; Flessant
Street led southeast to Concord and Pine Street led out of the village to the east toward Westford Center (NR
District, 1998). There may have been apath dong the current route of Eagt Prescott Street, north of the brook
but it is not represented as aroad on the 1795 series mgp of Westford. Traveers between Boston, southem New
Hampshire and Vermont used West Prescott and Pleesant Streets, providing a grest many customersfor the
tavem, in operation throughout the period northeast of the crossing of West Prescott Street over Storny Brook
(currently the dte of Spinner's Store). While it is possble that dtemative routes of travel existed through Forge
Village during the period in the form of unnamed paths, possbly acrossprivate land north of Stony Brook, West
Presoott, Pleesant and Pine Strests would remain the only roads depicted on mgpsof the district until the
addition of Eagt Prescott Street on the 1875 Bearsmap. The town report of 1840 indicates that Asia Nutting
built a sone bridge neer the forge which may have carried the current Pleesant Street over Stony Brook but hes
snce bean replaced.

The 13-milelong Stony Brook Railroad opened for budness pardld to its namesske brook in July 1848,
between South Groton (now Ayer Center) and North Chelmsford. The company was basad in Lowell and built
the road primarily to ship manufactures dong Stony Brook to its distribution points, but aso offered pessanger

(continued)
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sarvice. Indeed, Forge Pond was touted by aloca resdent in the early yearsof the Stony Brook Railroad asa
recregtiona destination, easly accessble by rail and located inaquiet mral setting.

Therailroad never owned any rolling stock and was leasad upon its opening by the Nashua and Lowell Railroad,
alarger operation operating between the manufacturing centers of its name. The improved shipping
opportunities provided by the railroad alowed towns on Sony Brook to grow much faster than before. Forge
Village and Graniteville, one mile to the eest (National Register District 2002) were the villagesin Westford
that benefited by their new ability to ship products to cusomers inLowell and across New England.

Population

Population in the district in the late 18" century was only around 20 adults, athough the number was sufficient
to begin the industrial development of this part of the Stony Brook Valley. Iron forging continued to drive the
loca economy, but as many resdents were farmers as were employed in manufacturing according to federa
canaussinformation. With the opening of new travel routes and increasing population dengity after the
Revolution, farmers and industridists alike were drawn to new settlements in northemn New England and
Westem Massechusetts Parhgps 100 families migrated out of Westford as awhole, anumber that must have
included many from Forge Village. But as old resdents moved out, new arrivasreplaced them as forge
employess and farmers.

In 1820, federal censusinformation indicates there might have been 35 individuasin the village. Slightly less
than half were employed in manufactures with the remainder in agriculture. Ebenezer Prescott was the principal
member of hisfamily involved iniron forging a thistime. Thiswas probably the Ebenezer Prescott bom in
1776 and married to Hanneh Wait in 1800. Helived & 10 Pleasant Street and isrespongble for cregting the
1795 mep of Westford. His brother Jonathan Prescott (b, 1783) was the tavem kegper in Forge Village until
1845. Prior to 1850, Forge Village was superior to Graniteville in terms of its population and amount and vaue
of industrial goods produced.

The equd ratio of industrial employees to agricultural workers indicated by the 1820 cenausremained intact
through the time of the 1840 census  Ebenezer Prescott and other members of his extended family remained
heavily involved inthe iron forging busness. By 1850, afifth man named Jonas Prescott (b. 1810) and Nathan
Presoatt (b, 1817) were the principa iron manufacturers, labded "forgeman™ inthe census Employees of the
forge were described as laborers, of which there were four in addition to Samud Prescott (b, 1822) who was
d= listed as aforgeman. Charles and Asa Prescott were labded as traders in the village. In 1850, the
approximately 80 village resdents were dmogt al of English descent. There were two people inthe village
bom in Canedaand two from Irdland & that time. Resdents atended the Congregationd Churchin Westford
Center.

(continued)
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Economic Base

The 1795 saries mgp of Westford, carried out by Ebenezer Prescott of the iron forging family, indicates the
exigence of a fulling mill northeest of where Fleasant Stret crosses Stony Brook and the iron forge a the
outheedt, very near the existing mill complex. William Chandler operated the first fulling mill further down
Stony Brook in the early 1S™ century but it is unknown who operated the one described in Forge Village a the
end of the 18" century. However the Prescott family continued their degp involvement with iron forging in the
village and may have bean involved in the fulling mill as well. During the Federd Period, the number of forges
increesad to three, which may have been owned by different membersof the Presoott family.

Recollections of a resdent printed inthe 1883 tovm history indicate that Forge Village in 1828 was the Ste of a
"gore, hotd, three iron forges, two blacksmith's shops, twowool carding machines, one clothier's mill, a grist
mill and awhedwright's shop, all located neer the [existing] worgted mill." The 1831 Hdes map of the town
shows aforge, an iron foundry, and atavem inthe village in addition to a school and severa resdences
Jonathan Prescott built a significant addition to histavem in 1817 and continued to operateit as atavem until
1845, after which time he operated his busnessas agore and dance hall. Dozens of residents carried out
agricultura activitiesas well as indudtrid jobs. Thisdiversified economy provided the solid bage on which the
village would survive as atraditional mill community far longer than othersin the region.

By 1850, two membersof the Prescott family were operating sgparate forge companies in the village. Jones and
Nathan Prescott operated businesses of smilar scale according to the vaue of their machinery and cregted

nearly identica products. Indeed, these men owned more vauable machinery and stock in trade than anyonein
town, including affluent Westford Center and the expanding industrial village of Graniteville. Items produced
a the forges included axles, dedges, box molds, and anchor pams (the pointed end, dso cdled aflukeon a
yachtsman type anchor). Production & the forges was sufficient to atract the attention of investors from the
manufacturing cities of Lowell and Nashua, severd of whom were mede aware of the possibilities of
manufacturing in Forge Village on alarge scae by virtue of their involvement with the new Stony Brook
Railroad. Investments in the busnessby membersof this group would carry the village into the next growth-
oriented phase of its development.

Architecture

Institutiona

The former District #3 School islocated a the comer of Pine and Fleesant Stredts. It was built inca 1825 a5
one of 8 district schools established in 1822, The district was divided in 1851 and students attended either
school #3 or #10 in Graniteville. The building & 35 Pleesant Stret served a6 the village's primary education
facility until 1872 when anew school was built by G. W. Howe. Theold brick school was sold to David
Lavrence in 1875.

(continued)
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Regdentid

Theresdence a 23 Pleasant Street was built prior to 1830 and is depicted on the mgp of Westford printed in
that year. The first known owner was A. Prescott in 18556 whose occupancy is shown on the mgp drawn in 1856
by Edward Symmes. Thismay have been Abram Presoott who lived with hiswife Olive and their 11 children.
Abram was representative to the Massachusetts Gengrd Court in the 1820sand 1830s, town clerk in the 18205
military captain, and descon of the First Parish Church. Abram's youngest son, Edward, was the subssquent
owner of the property into the late %" century and had the largest amount of property among hisfamily
members including & one va uation four sgparate resdences.

The housea 25 Pine Street was built for Lt. Jonas Presoott around 1784 according to the family genedlogy. He
was bom in 1727 in Westford and married in 1750/51 to Rebecca Parker.  Lieutenant Prescott eermed hisrank
while fighting in the French and Indian War. He probably operated aforgein the village. Jonas son Levi
married Hannah Prescott in 1809 and occupied the house throughout their lifetimes. Like his father, Levi was
dso aforgeman. Subssquent owners were Prescott descendants Levi and Rebecca, the widowsB. and L.
Presoott in 1855, Levi and Ella Prescott, and finally Alice Luella Prescott Collins until 1984.

The smdl resdence a 7 West Prescott Street may have been built as a blacksmithy for Timothy P. Wright (b.
1806) according to the magp from 1855. It was probably buih around the time Mr. Wright married Elnora
Prescatt in 1832, when they lived outside the district near Beaver Brook Road to the south. Census records
from 1840 indicate Mr. Wright to have worked as ablacksmith. On the mgpsprinted in 1875 and 1889, S A.
Hamlin is depicted as the owner. Thisis probably Samud A. Hamlin (b. 1832) who graduated from Westford
Academy and later worked for many years as the railroad station agent in Forge Village.

The George Wright House at 13 Pleasant Strest, built ca. 1820, may have been built and first occupied by
Amos Heywood (1791-1875) and hiswife Lydia Buck according to the 1883 town history, (p 352) Mr.
Heywood later occupied a housein Westford Center on Graniteville Road. He was involved in an unspecified
industry according to the 1820 cenaus and was active in the formation of the Union Congregational Church in
the Center in 1828. The forgeman George Wright acquired the house before 1857, according to the volume
Wesdfnrd Days. He may have bought the house around 1833, the time of his marriage to Mary Ann Prescott,
and occupied it until hisdeath in 1882. George and Mary Ann's son Ellery worked as anail-maker in the Forge
Village Horse Nail Company and may have occupied the house as well.

The Federd style house a 10 Pleasant Street waas built ca. 1800 for the forgeman Ebenezer Prescott (b, 1776)
around the time of his first marriage to Hannah Wait. He had two successvewivesand 15 children by 1823,
He was the owner of the Westford Forge Company until a leest 1840 according to cenaus information.
Ebenezer Presoott was the principal member of his family involved iniron forging at thistime and probably hed
sonsinthe industry. Ebenezer's son Nathan Pollard Prescott was the subbsequent owner by 1855.

(continued)
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Indudtrid

The forges were probably contained in awood-framed building smilar to the Forge Village mill depicted in the
1883 town higtory. It was atwo-story form with a gabled roof, bell-tower a one end and a prominent smoke
dack a the sde. Thesebuildings were replaced with the exigting brick mills in 1910. Other industria
buildings had been constmcted prior to 1853 a the crossing of Fleesant Street over Stony Brook but their
gopearances ae not known.

Commercid

Jonathan Prescott added to his 17th century tavem at the northeest of the crossing of Pleesant Street over Stony
Brook (current ste of Spinner's Store). The Colonid Period two-gtory, sde-gabled building was enlarged with
asventbay, IV2 gory, sde-gabled formin 1817. 12/12 saeh are visiblein historic photos. The 174" century
block was demolished inthe early 20" century. The 19" century block was destroyed by fire in 1976.

The depat of the Stony Brook Railroad combined the functions of ticket office, freight depot, and passenger
gation based on the description inrailroad records. The plan of the building was 20'x40" with omamenta
brackets, probably supporting the degp eaves typica of railroad gations. A platform 56'xIO' connected the
building and the tracks. A siding571" inlength existed off the main line of the road.

Many Forge Village examples of Federd architecture adhered quite closdly to the period's distinguishing design
principles. AsinWestford Center, stylish resdences have facades rendered inwood with symmetrica
fenedtration. Hipped roofs, brick wallsand paired chimneys dso exist. Dedgns & 10 and 13 Feasant Stret in
the district possess these characterigtics and are comparable in style and scaleto resdences built around the
same timein the civic and commercid areaof Westford Center.  Thus did the pattems of architectural
devdopment and artistic vaues exhibit themsdavesthroughout the district and the surrounding town.

INDUSTRIAL PERIOD 1853-1910

The iron industry continued in Forge Village during the Industrial Period with the corporate organization and
expandgon of the Westford Forge Company. 1n 1853, a group of investors, primarily from Nashua, New
Hampshire and Lowell, but including two resdents of Westford, met in Lowell to determine the improvements
necessary for increasing production in the aging manufacturing facility. The placement of investment capita
and congtmction of new mill facilities camein regponseto the 1848 opening of the Stony Brook Railroad and
marked the Forge Village Historic District's beginning as a company village.

Trangportation Routes

The village retained the transportation pattems of the Federd/Early Industriad Period intothe 1850s Through-
(continued)
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travel continued to passon West Prescott and Fleesant Streets. Access to Westford Center to the et was on
Pine Street. Eadt Prescott Street doesnot gppeer on historic magpsuntil 1875, whenitislabeed Union Street
and sarved as athoroughfare to Graniteville. A row of housesfor factory employees gpopears on the 1889
Waker map of Forge Village. Thisultimately became Bradford Strest dthough it is not named on the map.
Other residentia subdivision roads were built in successon after thistime until, by 1910. new dreetswith
company-built homes included Pond, Story, and Cand Stredts.

The Stony Brook Street Railway operated through the village starting in 1907. The route entered Forge Village
from the et between the former Splain Store & 2 Eagt Prescott Strest and the Stony Brook Railroad. The
drectcars pardlded the Stony Brook Railroad west toward Ayer. Therailway company constmcted aspur line
up Flessant Street to Pine Streat to Westford Center and down the opposte Sde of Tadmuck Hill, reconnecting
to themainline a Lowell Road. Stregtcars eventudly offered service from Graniteville, Forge Village, ad
Westford Center to Ayer in the west and Chelmsford in the eest. Therailway remained in operation until 1921
when competition with the automobileforced it to close.

Population

Population levels of Forge Village remained seaedy between 1850 and 1860 a around 80 people. By 1890,
however. Abbot Worsted employed 200 people in the village. Basad on the number of employee housing units
congmcted by 1910, itis estimated that approximately 400 people lived in Forge Village by the end of the
Industria Period.

Resdents were dmogt entirely of English desoant until 1850, when census records show the first Canedian and
Irish immigrants. In that year, two residents of each nationality were recorded in Forge Village. Numbers of
both of these groups increased gteadily after thistime. The number of immigrants would equa thet of native
bom resdents by the 1880s Twenty-six children were bom to parents of foreign birth in 1875 according to
datigtics printedin town reports. In 1902, 39 of 5% birthswere to foreign-bom parents. Other common
countries of origin were England, Sweden, Finland, and Italy. Beginning in 1889. the Abbot Worgsted Compary
offered English language dassesto its non-English spesking employees as one of many company benefits. This
was in responseto the company's successful efforts to entice Canedian emigrants from Trois Rivieres in
Quebec, Poles, Russansfrom the city of Grodno and English from the city of Keighley in Y orkshire. While the
number of industrial workerswas increasing, farmers continued to make up an important part of the local
population. Heightened density, however, encouraged constmction of a public water supply sysem which was
put into service in 1908.

By 1907, Russan sumames begin to gopeer on listsof resdents and in marriage records. In the first yearsof the
20 century, the Abbot Worsted Company sent agentsto countries in eestem Europe and to Russato recmit
employees  Agents enticed workers to come to Westford with the promise of seady work, good housing, ad
prepaid travel expenses. So successful were the agentsin attracting the immigrants that the Russans soon had a

(continued)
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cemeay of their own between Forge Village and Graniteville. Emigration from Eastem Europe brought with it
agronger Catholic presencein the mill villages. A parish church to sarve Westford's members of that group
was buih in Graniteville in 1894. During the sscond half of the 19" century, the village of Graniteville atracted
more resdents than Forge Village due to expanding machinery manufacturing and wool spinning operations
there.

Economic Base

The loca economyflourishedbeforethe Civil War under the driving force of the Westford Forge Company and
the Stony Brook Railroad. Transportation opportunitiesimproved circulation of manufactured items as well as
farm produce. Travel between Forge Village, Ayer, and Lowell became smpler and facilitated interdependent
economic growth. Other concems such as an ice house, blackamithies, and other small shops provided a range
of products and services to the resdents who cameto Forge Village to work in thefactory.

Westford Forge Company

In October, 1853, agroup of men gathered a the Merrimack House inLowell to discussthe organization,
constmction, and operation of the Westford Forge Company, anewly capitalized, enlarged and highly

productive incarnation of the iron forging shop founded in Forge Village in the 17 century. Of the 17
shareholders, two were from Westford and one was from Forge Village. Loca resdent Jonas Prescaott,
descendant of the 18~ century iron forger, joined with John William Pitt Abbot of Westford Center, a successful
lawyer, Sate representative, and senator, and 15 others from Lowell and Nashua, New Hampshire to cregte
articles of association and by-lawsfor the new company. Jonas Presoott was the largest shareholder and
presumably had the most direct involvement in the operations. J. W. P. Abbot was aprincipal financier of the
new company; George Stark of Nashua acted as clerk and enginesr.

Mr. Stark, Mr. Abbot, and others on the board were involved in the operation of the Stony Brook Railroad,
creating a strong tie and cooperative relationship between the managamant of the two enterprises. Also, in

1854, one year after the organization of the Westford Forge Company, the Abbot family built their first facility
for producing worgted yams. The factory was located in Graniteville (NR district 2002), one mile eest of Forge
Village. The Abbot Worgted Comparty manufactured woolen yams with machinery mede in Forge Village by
the C. G. Sargent & Sonsmachinery manufacturing company. Aswith the railroad and the forge company, John
W. P. Abbot was involved as financier in the initial organization of the worsted company.

Initial efforts of the board were to direct George Stark to prepare plans to cut anew channd fi-om Forge Pond to
the iron works, to degpen the existing channd, and to consmct adam of sone a the heed of the works. Jones
Presoott was gppointed superintendent of dam and channd congtruction, rehabilitation of the old trip hammers,
and exigting works. Improvements were to be basad on information gathered during field visits mede by
another board member to other iron forges. The new forgewas in operation with three trip hammers by 1855 as

(continued)
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described in the 1855 armud report. Other components of the forge were the main undershot water whed (a
water whed powered by water flowing beneeth it), ablast goparatus driven by a breast whed (awhed half
submerged in water, suited to Sreamswith significant fall such as Stony brook), afumace, and cranesfor lifting
the iron. Sgparatefi'om the blast works and the main forge housing the trip hammers was a smal machine shop
fiamished with its own water whedl. Thiswas part of the old iron forge and contained drills and lathes for
finishing machined parts. An additiona forgethat served as acomponent of the former iron operation was used
intermittently during times of high water. Of these buildings and smctures, only the cand and possbly part of
the dam survives. While the papersof incorporation do not indicate it directly, itislikely that, around the time
of itsincorporation, the forge company built the building which later sarved as the main facility of the Forge
Village Horse Nail Compeany and the first woolen mill until itsdemolition in 1909.

According to annud reports, the Westford Forge Company was founded with the intention of providing
manufactured parts to the machine shopsof Lowell and Lawrence, located 10 miles avay neer the northem
terminus of the Stony Brook Railroad. The unforeseen economic downturn of 1859, however, forced the
company to sek bugnessfrom loca farmersand smdler indudtria firmsin Chelmsford. Their original idea of
supplying cusom made machine parts gave way to the manufacture of windlass necks, axles for railroad cars
and wagons, dedge hammers, nuts, bolts, shafts, farm tools, andirons, candlesticks, mortars, pestles, sheet iron,
and boiler plate. By 1857, the company had asmall amount of sed in sock which represents an eaxly foray
into that type of forging. Prior to that time, railroads usad iron for rails and wheds. The forge company
employed around ten handswho were listed, in decreasing order of pay rate, as forgemen, hammer men,
machinigs, blacksmiths, tenders, and helpers. 1t is possble that the economic depresson of 1859 wasan
insurmountable obstacle to the company as it was out of bugnessin 1865. The company was then reorganized
under new ownership and the forge adapted for use as the Forge Village Horse Nail Company.

It was the Westford Forge Company, however, that deveoped the Stony Brook millsite, in use ancethe
Colonia Period, into acorporate industrial complex with multiple water wheds for highly mechanized heavy
manufacturing. The company was not as large as concems in Lawrence or Lowell but it did have arange of iron
and ged products which were shipped by rail across New England and as far as New Jarsey and Philade phia
John W. P. Abbot and Jonas Prescott, with their backers and agents, crested an integral member of the economic
framework that continues to influencethe daily livesof many Westford citizenswho live in view of the ste ad
the Stony Brook.

Forge Village Horse Nail Company

The Forge Village Horse Nail Company was founded in 1865 by John Daly. John Haskins and Alexander Caryl
in the former iron forge complex according to town and county histories. The men were able to make use of
much of the former forge company machinery but introduced some nail-specific manufacturing equipment. A
historic photo of the nail manufactory depicts awood-framed building, probably the former forge, as a gabled
form of two-stories oriented perpendicular to Fleasant Stredt just south of Stony Brook. The factory islong and

(continued)
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in the historic photo recedesfrom view to the eest dong Stony Brook. A sscond two-story, gabled building
labeled " Office" occupies the foreground. Neither one survives today.

The company continued in business making horse, mule and ox shoenailsuntil 1876. after which, the Abbot
Worgted Company, basaed in Graniteville, assumed ownership of the building complex and began the
manufacture of carpet and other yams in Forge Village.

Abbot Worsted Company

Like the Forge Village Horse Nail Company, the Abbot Worsted Company in Forge Village operated for atime
in the former building complex of the Westford Forge Company. The worgted yam manufacturer was founded
in Graniteville in 1854, one mile to the east, and expanded its operations to the westem village in 1879. The
locally owned company utilized the buildings, machinery and water privilege of the former iron forge ad
employed 185 handsin thetwo villages. The Abbot company, however, enlarged the mill complex with the
congtmction in 1887 of a three-story brick mill building still standing on Pleesant Street. Thiscoexigted for
over 20 yearswith the wood-framed gabled building of the former forge company. The wood-framed building
was uhimately demolished in 1909 to accommodate a sscond three-story brick factory constmcted in 1910
which comprises the complex as it is ssan from Feasant Street today .

Corporate Growth

The Abbot Worsted Company was begun in Forge Villagein 1854 by local resdents John W. P. Abbot, dsoa
founder of the Westford Forge Company and the Stony Brook Railroad, and his son John W. Abbot who acted
s tressurer and, by 1890, principal manager. John William Pitt Abbot was a graduate of Harvard University in
1827, an a@tomey and date senator. He was aprincipal financial backer of the undertaking. JW.P. Abbot's son
John William was principal manager of the Forge Village facility. Hewas educated a Westford Academy ad
Phillips Andover Academy. He sarved as tmatee to Westford Academy and to the J. V. Hetcher Library and
lived in Westford Center (NR District, 1998). The Abbotslater hired Allan Cameron as agent and bookkeeper.
Mr. Cameron was a Scottish immigrant who arrived in thiscountry in 1843. Heworked as amachinist and
agant for Charles G. Sargat & Sonsin Graniteville, served as tmatee of Westford Academy, school committee
member, and lieutenant in the cavdry.

The Abbot Worsted Company began manufacturing carpet yams a Cavert and Sargent'sMill #1 in Forge
Villagein 1858. By 1865, industrial tatitics of the commonwedth indicate that the Abbot Worsted Company
employed 80 hands, a sufficient number to encourage manegemant to condder expanding beyond the confines
of Graniteville. In the failure of the Forge Village Horse Nail Company in 1876, the Abbots saw an opportunity
to acquire enlarged manufacturing soece and 0 bought the wood-framed buildings that hed formerly housed the
Westford Forge Company. The Abbot Worsted Company procesded to install new Sargent-manufactured
equipment in the former nail factory and in 1887, congtructed the three-story mill now located on the toe of the
(continued)
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dope of Flessant Street. The brick building hes its foundation built over the cand dug by the forge company in
185%. The water wheds took their power from the millrace that flowed through the lower leve of the building.
Water power was augmented by steam around 1885 when Abbot Worgsted was taxed for ownership of a seam
engine. The 1890 county history indicates it was a single 650 horsgpower model. By 1893. a 160 horsgpower
engine had been added to the power plant. Vauations by the town of Abbot Worsted's property show that the
vaue of the operafionin Forge Village surpassed that of Graniteville between 1885 and 1895. In 1885 in Forge
Village, 5houseswere available for employess and 19 were in use in Graniteville. 1895, the Forge Village
operation offered 42 resdenceswhile the number in Graniteville remained the same. Thetota vaueof the
company's property in Forge Village was around double that of Graniteville, a Situation that would remain
condant well into the 20" century.

Offices of management-levd employees occupied the southwest comer of the 1878 brick mill building. This,
combined with the former forge/nail building (used then as the spinning room) and some smdler wood-framed
shads were the principal accommodations of the company until demolition in 1909 of the forgeand the
congtmction of the three-gtory brick mill in 1910. The forge building was described in anews article written a
the time of its demoalition as one of the oldest buildingsin the village.

The desgner of its replacement in 1910, the Top Mill #1, was Charles T. Main, an engineer practicing in Boston
who maintained an enduring association with the Abbot Worgted Company. Mr. Main first worked for Abbot
Worgted as part of the firm Dean and Main in 1905 to design an unspecified brick mill building in the Forge
Village Complex. He subsequently worked on hisown and was retained to design the Wash House Wing and

an additionto Mill #1 in 1915, the Redling Department in 1916 and the Combing Building in 1922.

JohnW. P. Abbat's son and John W. Abboat's younger brather, Abid J. Abbat, was genera managar of Abbat
Worged from 1897-1912. Heattended Westford, Phillips Exeter and Highland Military Academies and

M assachusdtts Inditute of Technology. Hisfir stjob wasin a mill in Wes Chdmdford where heworked four
yearsand reumed to the family busness It was Abid Abbat who headed the company during its incorporation
in 1900. John C. Abbat (son of John W.) became generad manage in 1912, He attended Westford Academy,
MIT, and Worcetea Polytechnic Ingitute beforejoining the family firm. In 1927 after trainingin mills in
Lowdl, Edward M. Abbat, son of Abid, became vice presdent and manager of the Graniteville mill; Julian
Cameron, son of invesor Allan Cameron, was manage of the Forge Village mill. Ownersand managas of the
Abba Worged Mills lived principally in Westford Center (See Westford Center NR District Nomination,
1998).

Corporate organization of the company had much to do with its success It was asmdl mill in comparison to
thosein Lowell, Lawrence and Manchester, New Hampshire, capitaized by ahandftil of local resdents. Mill
congtmction in Lowell, in contrast, was funded with money raised from sourcesin Boston, such as the Lowell
family whose namethe city bears The Lowells and others saw the investment as away of eaming interest on
their money and not as aday-to-day concem or the primary component of their livelihood. The Abbot mills

(continued)
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were owned and operated by loca residents who had an urgent daily interest in the mills' success The Abbots
saw as part of this sucoessthe contentment of their workersfor itsown sake, for the financial and industrial
efficiency employee contentment brought, and for the longevity it could bestow upon their busness. Methods
of promoting contentment among the workersincluded the offers of low-cost ($6 per month in the early 20
century), clean, attractive company-built housing, night school dassesfor immigrant workers, libraries, ahletic
playing fields, hedth benefits, company sponsored band and athletic teams, and above all, good wegesthat were
not reduced in hard economic times as they were a other textile mills. Labor strikes afflicted mills in
Manchester, New Hampshire, in 1885, and dsawhere during the 19" century (and more violent trikes in
Lawrence and Lowell in 1912, 1919, and throughout the Depression) but never in Forge Village or Graniteville.

Industrial Process

The processof manufacturing woolen yams a the Abbot Worsted Compary began with the purchasein Boston
and other portsof rav baesof wool which were shipped to Forge Village on the Stony Brook Railroad. The
first tasksin the factory were scouring or picking, washing, and drying in which impurities such as ticks, oil,
and dirt were removed from raw wool by machinery developed in Graniteville by the C. G. Sargent Company as
well as machines that were manufactured by the Prince Smith Company and imported from England. Scouring
and washing operations were located onthe middle level of the Top Mill (SEE Map, Mill Building) onefloor
bdow the sorting room. The next sep was to sort the wool according to thinness or coarseness of the fibers
which varies from one breed of shegp to another and determines the type of yam to be made. Sorting a the
Abbot Worgted mill took place onthe top floor of the Top Mill and was carried out by relatively high level
employess Carding and combing were the subsequent gepsin the preparation of wool for spinning into yam,
dl of which took place onthe bottom leve of the three-story Mill. Tasksin the Top Mill were carried out by
mde employess. 1n 1893, five mill buildings existed and were supported by three sore houses.

Sorted, washed, and combed wool wastaken tothe Y arn Mill to be dravm, where the wool was separated by
weight; it was then spun and twisted into yam for carpets, clothing, knitting, or fumiture upholstery. Yan was
then shipped in one of severd formats. The final product, worgted yam, was either wound, redled, redoubled or
hanked (coiled) and ddlivered to the buyer who would dyeit, after which it could be woven or knitted. Worgted
yam requires longer strands and the remova of short Srandsin order to creste a amoother quality than other
types of yam. Theyam ismogt frequently woven or knitted into hosiery, suiting, and fabrics. Women and
children were employed in the Yam Mill. Children were supposad to have been & leest 14 yearsof age but that
guiddine was not dways followed according to former employees. Children below 14 were occasiondly
hidden in baskets during inspections by labor authorities. Children were dso, however, encouraged to work
haf-days by the company, and to atend school the remainder of the day.

Secondary Industry

Between 1853 and 1910, many smdler busnessesexigted in Forge Village, such as an ice house, blacksmith
shops, samdl retailers of groceries, butchers, and farmers. Of course most owed their existence to therailroad,
(continued)



NPS Fom 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

Forge Village Historic District

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Westford
CONTINUATION SHEET Middlesex County, Massachusetts

Section numbers Page 14

the Westford Forge Company, or one of its successors Thomas Hittinger of Boston owned the ice house,
located from around 1870-1930 west of the mill between the railroad and the pond. The operation employed 50
hands a the peek of the harvesting ssason in 1880. and remained in operation for 10 out of 12 months eech year.
Blacksmith shopstypically employed fewer than five people, as did retail Sore owners.

Architecture
Resdential

Many of the houses constmcted during the period were Victorian Eclectic style multiple-unit dwellingsbuilt by
the Abbot Worsted Company to houseits employees. The earliest examples are from around 1885 and exist on
Bradford Street. The house a 5-11 Bradford Street is probably the earliest surviving company-built house
The 1885 town vauations enumerate three resdences called "blocks," a description that fits the multiple unh
dwelling. Another block stood parale to Fleasant Street between Bradford and Pond Stregts but was
demoalished in the early 20" century. Six of the 10 other houses on Bradford Street are Abbot Company worker
houses dso from the late 19" century. The former worker resdencesa 1-3, 8-10,12-14,16-18, 20-22 and 24-
26 Bradford Street were built by the timeof the 1889 Waker map of Westford. Resdents of Bradford Strest
around the tum of the century included Israd Berthiaume, an operative living a 30 Bradford; FrancisLowther
was an oversser & Abbot's and lived & 17 Bradford; the laborer JanesMcMurray lived & 21 Bradford. Most

housss on Bradford Street and other company deveoped dreetsremaned under Abbot Worsted Company
ownership until around 1940.

Three housss on Pleasant Streat bear a 4rong smilarity to one anather and were probably built by the Abbat
Worged Company. Thirty, 36, and 38 Pleasant Strest ae amate Victorian Eclectic Style homes built
betwean 1875 and 1889. They are marked on the 1839 atlas as” Abbat & Co.". Reddent diretories indicate
that a mill operative named James Berry was the resdent of #38 in 1890. ThomasBrophy Jr. and Thomas
Brophy S. bath worked as mill gperatives and lived a 39 Pleasant Strest.

Pond Street was developed garting in 1906 with three worker houses described in the local newspaper, the
Westford Wardamen, as cottages. These are among the group a 4-16 Pond Street adthough the article does not
specify the individual houses. They are single-family homesthat continue to function inthat capacity.
Addifiona single-family homeswere buih herein 1909. The three double-housesa 11-13,15-17, and 19-21
Pond Street were built for the Abbot Worsted Company by the contractor P. Henry Harrington in May, 1900.
Mr. Harrington was abusy local contractor who is repongible for constmction of the Frogt School in Westford
Center, the Abbot Worsted company offices a the eest end of Bradford Street and many worker resdences in
Graniteville. The duplexes on Pond Street are a the westem end neer its intersection with Bradford Street.
Resdents around the tum of the century according to resdent directories included the mill operative Frederick
Amission a #12, and gone cutter John L. Flynn a #14. Resdentsof Pond Street in 1910 included Helen
Bymes, amill operative, and JamesByrnes, apainter; Hugh Daly, awool sorter; mill operative William

(continued)
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DeRoehn, and Alfred Drolet, an overseer in the Abbot mill. Housssin the neighborhood were under company
ownership until around 1940.

Story and Cand Streetswere first developed neer the end of the Industrial Period. Examples of worker housing
line these denseresidentid dredtsthat are aranged as ashort loop and acul de sec. Thesewere built near the
end of the period, around 1900.

Institutiona

The Abbot Worgted Company hed ahall built on Bradford Street around 1830 to house dage performances,
medtings and socid eventsand, later, motion pictures. Musicians on piano, tmmpet and violin accompanied the
ealy dlent films. Four bowling dleys, six pool tables, and two dressng rooms occupied the ground floor. An
asmbly hall and reception rooms were upgtairs where megtings took place and an occasiond vaudeville show
was daged. A library was operated in the building as well. Inaddition to the secular activities. Episcopdian
church sarvices were held by residents of the Groton School community as part of their public outreach
program. A historian a the school who isfamiliar with the pgpersand the activities of Franklin Roosevdt while
a Groton bdieves the Forge Village legend that Roosevdt preached Sunday School sarvice in the hal is
entirely possble. An outdoor skating rink was available to resdents and the loca hockey team, the Forge
Village Arrows. Employees of the company operated the hall and theater until the mid 20 century. The
Victorian Eclectic style building was atached to the rear of the garage of the Abbot company offices a thefoot
of Pleesant Street but was demolished in 1980.

Cameron School at 20 Pleasant Street wes built in 1872 and named for Allan Cameron, who arrived as an
immigrant from Scotland in 1843 and worked his way into a manegemeant positionin the mills in Lowell. Mr.
Cameaon became awholesde textile buyer, sdlesman, worgted carpet manufacturer, and bookkegper who wasa
patner in the Abbot Worgted Company. He sarved in Westford as atmstee of Westford Academy, director of
the public library, school committee member, and lieutenant inthe cavary. Hisresdenceisalarge omeate
Victorian Eclectic-style building located a 39 Main Street in Westford Center. The school building served as
dassoom goecefor grammar school sudentsuntil the 1980s  The building was enlarged in 1908 according to a
design by the architectura firm Derby and Robison, a partnership that specidized in Colonia Reviva syle
resdentiad design, largely around Concord, Massachusetts. Local builder P Henry Harrington performed the
work.

The Saint Andrew's Mission was built & 25 Pleasant Street in 1903 to promote the Episcopdian faith. The
Victorian Eclectic-style building was dedicated on October 3 inaceremony presded over by clergy of the
Groton School. The nearby Episcopdian college preparatory school was under the charge of Reverend Endicott
Peebody who envisioned Forge Village as alocation in need of religious opportunity. The misson held picnics
and festivals, in addition to traditional church servicesuntil 1963, when services were moved anew building.

(continued)
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Commercial:

The Splain Sore & 2 East Prescott Street was built around 1896 and sarved as retail goacefor agrocer until
sometime after 1911 according to resdent directories. The store was run by Danid Splain, a graduate of
Westford Academy around 1890 and of the Lowell Commercid College, after which he worked in Boston asa
clerk. Hewas pog madter of Forge Village and died there in 1902, leaving the store in the charge of Abbie
Splain. The building was used as a station or waiting room for the Fitchburg and Lowell Street Railway which
operaed dregtcars between Chemsford and Ayer from 1907-1921.

The industrial period in Forge Village closed with the constmction of the more recent brick mill building & the
bottom of Pleesant Street in 1910. It was the final bit of devdopment in the village, the pesk of Abbot
Worgted's economic growth. The company maneged to progress into the 20" century as a profitable, sound,
dynamic company that reected positively to changesin the geogrgphic focusof the industry, changesin demand
for yam types, and to changesin expectations about the quality of life available to factory employees. Other

mill towns faced labor difficulties sufficiently intenseto havekilled not only individual human beings but entire
corporations, even regiona sectors of industry. The Abbots policy of fair treetment of employees, family
ownership of the company, and respongble corporate growth provided them with great wealth and the village
with extended economic hedth and, according to some, areputation as an industrial Utopia.

Architectural development in Forge Village had previoudy adhered, through design choice and settlement
locations, to pattemns in other neighborhoods in the town such as Westford Center.  In both locations. Federd
syle single-family homeswere built on spacious lots around the village core. Growth of industry in Forge
Village and the nead for more densdly built employee housing after the mid 1800s changed the focusof new
congtmction from scattered single-unit dwellings to company-built multiple-family homes  Employees rented
homeswith repetitive Victorian Eclectic yle desgn dements and regular spacing dong purpose-built sregts,
al of which was adeparture from previous ways of life assodated with the smadl industrial and agricultural
village. The exigting plan of village streets populated with houses of matching scde and many identical details
isthe embodiment of this period's distinctive development characteristics and bearsa sronger similarity toits
companion mill village of Graniteville than it doesto Westford Center.

MODERN PERIOD 1910-1956

The extended life of the Modem Period in Forge Village opened with the constmction of the Yam Mill onthe
gte of the demolished 1853 forge/nail factory. The company continued to grow, its vaue doubling every ten
yearsfrom 1905-1935, a which point began the long dow dedline into the Post-Indudtria Period of the late 20™
century. By the beginning of the decline, however. Abbot Worgted had left apermanent mark upon the town in
the form of thisindustria village.

Trangportation Routes
(continued)
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The sysem of roadsthrough Forge Village remained as it had been since the constmction between 1855 and
1875 of Eadt Prescott Street. There were, however, severd new residentia subdivisions, most of which were
cul-de-sacs or short looping gtreets. Orchard, Elm, Lincoln, Smith, Pershing, Chestnut and Oak Streets were
laid out, developed, and acoepted by the town as public ways during the period.

West Prescott Street and Fleesant Street connected the village to the towns of Groton and Concord and so was
upgraded to date highway early in the century. The Fitchburg and Lowell Street Railway succumbed to effects
of competition with the autormobile and ceesad operation in 1921.  The tracks were removed from Eat ad
West Presoott Streatsin 1931, Names of some dregtsin the village were changed in 1931, Union became Eadt
Presoott and Centra became West Presoott in honor of the village's early settlers by that name. Pine Strest was
0 named a the same time. Streat lights were ingdledin the village in 1912 and auto road sgns were ingdled
in 1915. Stregtswere paved and painted with linesin 1932. Bradford, Pond, Lincoln, EIm, Pershing, and Smith
Streets were developed with resdencesin the 191 Gs and 20s but were not accepted by town govemment as
public roadsuntil 1938. Coolidge and Orchard Strestswere acoepted in 1941; Chestnut and Oak Stredts in
1943,

Population

The number of resdencesincreased dramatically during the Modem Period. Between 1910 and 1940, the
Abbot Worgted Company built gpproximately 21 multiple-unit dwellings and 72 single-unit dwellings, all of
which would accommodate approximately 300 additiona resdents in the district.

Around 1907, Abbot Worsted began recmiting Russan workers to join the mix of resdents bomin America,
Canedq, Italy, Irdland, and Sveden. By 1910, something over half of al marriages involved a leest one foreign-
bom member. Thistrend would reverse itself by the 1940s when the sscond generation had become naturdized.
The etimate of the number of farmers compared to mill workersfor the village would fall significantly below
the level of half seenin the town as awhole.

Economic Base

Abbot Worged Company

The Abbot Worsted Company continued to expand. The corporation dominated the local economy and village
lifein generd through the first half of the 20" century. The company added three brick buildingsto the existing
mill complex on Fleesant Street for the manufacture of woolen yam.  They becamethe first factory in the
country to meke yam of camd's hair sartingin 1890. Themill becamein the 1920s the largest producer of
mohair yamin the country, selling to Ford Motor Company and Sears Roebuck. By 1950, they had become the
world's largest producer of knitting yam. Themills in Forge Village employed 800 workers, itshighest leve of

(continued)
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employment, before tapering off and selling its Forge Village operations in 1956. The company remanedin
busnessfor sometimewith facilitiesin the southem United States

At the beginning of the 20" century, the Abbot Worgted Company was in uniquely srongfinancial position in
comparison to other textile mills in New England. A keygtone in their economic foundation was their ability to
avoid incurring the anger of labor organizers. Strikes were a problem of disagtrous proportions in the large-
caetextile towns of Lawrence and Lowell and dsawhere during the first half of the 20 century, bringing
unemployment to workers and poor productivity to owners. Indeed many employers were forced to move their
operations to South Carolinain order to regp the benefits of chegper non-union labor. Abbot Worsted, however,
ran an open shop, freeof labor difficulties over the pay-scde. Former employees claim the policy wasto
prevent dissatisfaction among personnd by paying whatever ratesthe American Woolen Company paid their
union employees. The Abbots further improved their chances of surviva by behaving respongvey to market
changes Early in the 20" century, the company moved into the manufacture of fabric for automobile segt
covers. They sought new markets for woolen fabricsin the United States Army, Caneda, and other countries.

During the 1930s when textile mills in New England were failing or being drawn to the American South for the
chegper, non-unionized |abor, the Abbots acogpted the financial lossesfrom allowing their workersto live in
company-owned housing rent-free 0 that they might weether the Depresson. This ddayed the company's
departure, ingpired loyalty among employees, and empowered the company to remain in busnessinto the 1950s
It isJohn C. Abbot who is credited with operating the mill on a strike-free badsduring this difficult economic
period. In 1927 John C. Abbot was tressurer and generd manager. By 1950, Edward Mosely Abbot was
presdent of the company. He atended Westford Academy, Saint Mark's School, and the Lowell Textile
Schooal.

After WWII, the company reponded to the growing demand for synthetic yams. Thisand other adgptive
drategies combined with good manegament and sengtive trestment of workers alowed the Abbot millsto
remain in operation in Forge Village until 1956 when they, dong with the company's other facilitiesin Forge
Village, and Brookside (nomination pending) were sold and immediately dlosed. The mills in Forge Village
waere occupied within the year by the Murray Printing Company but the 75-year period of Abbot Worgted
benevolent dominance in the village was over. The mill complex was expanded in the 1950s-1970swith
modem constmction. Printing operations continue in these modem buildings but the 1887 and 1910 buildings
are now vecant and subject of a redevdopment plan for use as dwellings.

Secondary Industry and Commerce

Reddents carried out small independent retail and light industrial operations adjacent to the Abbot Worgted Mill
and among the homes of its workers. The longest standing Ste of commercid activity was a the northem sde
of the intersection of Eag and West Prescott Streets and Flessant Street, the location of the tavem in the 18"
century, the pogt office and store during the 19" and intothe 20" century. Itisnow the Ste of Spinner's dore.

(continued)
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Around 1940, one resident congmcted the existing garage now in use as an auto and boat repair sopa 1 West
Prescott Street. The Splain, and then the Nutting families operated the Sore at 2 East Prescott Street.
Grocars, barbers, and avariety of vendors maintained shopsin houses and basaments. For example, a Sore
exiged in the first half of the 20" century in the basement of 9 East Prescott Street according to a longtime
locad resdent. 1n 1930, the Grodno Co-operative Co., agrooer and provisioner, exiged in the housea 9 Pond
Street; Joseph LeClerc operated a grocery sore on the eest end of West Presoott Street; a branch of the Lowell
Ingtitute for Savings was located a 4 West Prescott Street; Catherine and Edward Hanley operated Hanley &
Co.,, agenard dorea the Eagt end of West Prescott Street; E.E Gray Co. was ancther grocer in the heart of
Forge Village as was Wosil Seedah; Edward Soinner had acandy sore a Story Street neer West Presoatt in
1930; the iceretailer D. Gage & Co., located between the pond, the railroad and West Prescott Street survived
into the 1930sand employed a least three Forge Village resdents; the Boston and Maine Railroad employed 9
people in the Village in 1930. Atlesdt three farmerslived in the district a the time, probably neer the west edge
of the district. Olga Remis was the teecher a the Cameron Schoal in 1930. A smal number of quarrymen
employed in Graniteville lived in the village.

Architecture
Commercid

The Queen Anne $”e building a 16-18 Pleasant Street was built around 1910 and dso functioned es a gore
during the early 20" century. Victor Pigeon operated the small grocery here according to the resident directory
of 1910. Thiswas rehabilitated into an goatment housein 1912. Additional retail establishments exigted in the
Colonia gsyle-Forge Village Tavem which was demolished in 1976. A photo depicting the Forge Village depot
around 1950 shows awood-framed, sde-gabled building of one story and no architectura detail. 1t was located
a the current dte of the War Memoridl.

Residentia

Abbot Street was the final residentia subdivision built by the Abbot Worgted Company. Small, one-story
Coalonia Revival and Cgpe Cod homeswere sold beginning in 1938. Pdermo, Pershing, Elm, Orchard,

Lincoln, Eadt Prescott, Cand, Chestnut, Oak, Pine, and FHessant Streat d 0 experienced significant additionsto
their housing sock during the Modem Period. Many of the homesbuilt around thisfimehave detached garages,
indicating the increasingly important role played by the automobile. Most are single-family units rather than
multiple family houses as were built frequently during the Industria Period.

Ingtitutiond
The Saint Andrew's Mission continued its mission to promote the Episcopa faith in associafion wit the

(continued)
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religious leedersof the Groton School. Laird W. Sndl was reverend and rector a the mission but he livedin
Ayer. The existingfirehousewas built in 1941, according to an entry in the town report.

Recreationd:

The Abbot Worgted Company, under the direction of John C. "Jack™ Abbot, bought land on West Prescott Street
around 1915 to use as abasabdl diamond and socoer field. The company goonsored teemsthat competed in the
Gregter Lowell Twilight Basebdl League, and regiona soccer toumaments from 1919-1926. The teem traveled
to different parks around the grester Boston areaand was well known initsdark blue and white uniforms
according to aloca newspaper columnist. The field may have been usad for sooccer as well, given that the

company goonsored ateam inthis sport.

The district'sembodiment of period design characteristics continued to be illustrated through the numbers of
company-built resdences, by now arranged in modem subdivisons of Colonial Reviva and Cgpe Cod houses
Abbot Worgsted congtmcted single and multiple-unit worker resdenceswell intothe 200 century. Itsfinalforay
into home-building camein 1938 with the constmction of Abbot Street homesthat were sold to employessin
the 1940s The Westford villages of Graniteville and Brookside, both focused on an industrial core, remain the
arees mogt comparable to Forge Village in terms of housing dengity, scale and design refrain. While Cape Cod
housssand someindustrial buildings may lack individual distinction, the ensamble they create regpresent an
entity that is distinguishable to resdents as avillage with dear boundaries, architectural character and strong
sen=e of community.

Concluson

The company had acquired, held, and then lost an enormous amount of influence over the local community
during itsperiod of operations. The very shgpe of the strestsand formsof the buildingsisinadmost every case
directly attributable to the idess and actions of the directors of the Abbot Worsted Company. The brick mill
complex defines, with itsomate Victorian facades, the core of the village. Fully half the architectura resources
of the district are worker houses. Many more are rdlated outbuildings o congtmcted by or for the company.
The greetsthe houses face were laid out by Abbot Company employess and of coursethey al lead to the mill.
While the amount of influence the company had over its community of employess was large, it is extremey rare
to find adiscontented voice inthe historical record. Ingtead, ina 1925 civic booder cartoon of resources and
activities of the town of Westford and ina 1934 newspgpar column, the company village is referred to by
sparaewritersas aUtopia. These accoladeswere written a atime of great [abor unrest throughout the
country, with union organization and frequent strikes by industrial workers brought about by mismanagemeant on
the part of large corporations concemed only with financial and not human resources. Employee loyalty
inspired by this attitude of benevolent patemdism alowed the Abbot Worsted Company to surviveinto the
1950s when other New England mills hed been dosed for decades It israre even today to find aformer Abbot
Worgted employee or long timeresdent of "Forge,” as it iscalled, with negative recollections of the company or
the village.

(continued)
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In Febmary, 2000, aproposa wes filed by a corporation engaged inred etate redevdopment to adgpt the mill
for ue & gpatments. Working under the Tax Reform Act, the corporation intends to carry out a certified
rehabilitation project on the mill which involves maintaining the Secretary of the Interior's Standards of
Rehabilitation. The Sandardsexis to insure that significant historic dements and materids of the mill are
retained and that no unnecessary demolition takesplace. That work is currently in the planning sage.

Archaeological Significance

Since pattems of ancient Native American settlement in Westford are poorly understood, any surviving stes
could be significant. Although numerous ancient sites have bean identified for the neighboring Concord,
Sudbury and Asssbet River drainages, fewer Stes have bean recorded in the Stony Brook drainage, possibly
reflecting underreporting in this areaor environmental differencesinthe drainages Ancient Native American
gtesin the district may contain information thet identifiesthe range of functional and tempora variability
between dtesin the Stony Brook drainage and their relationship to Native settlements aong the main corridor of
the Merrimack River. Information may aso be present that clarifies the relationship and regiona importance of
stesand resources dong the Stony Brook drainage to other tributaries of the Merrimack River such as the
Concord, Sudbury and Assabet River drainages. Prehigtoric Stesin the district and Stony Brook drainage may
represent a seesond /functional agpect of a settlement sysem which focuses on larger Stesaong the Merrimack
River drainage and other tributaries listed above. Stesin this areacan dso contain evidence of exchange
between more interior portions of the Merrimack River drainage and downdream coadtd arees

Higtoric archaeologica resources described above have the potentid to provide detailed information on the
socid, cultural and economic pattemsthat characterized Forge Village as it evolved from a goarsdy settled
hinterland in the 17" century to an industrial and residentid villagein the 19" and 2" centuries.
Archaeologica resources have the potentid to extend the district's period of significance to ca 1680, when
Jonas Prescatt built the first ironworksin the village, and recongmct the subssquent 300 yearsof industrial and
resdentid growthinthe village. Any evidence of 17" century industria or residentia settlement of thedistrict
can be important snce no physical and only limited historical evidence of that period survives. Stmctural
evidence from farmsteads, early resdences and industrial Stesand the detailed andyd's of contents from
assodaed occupationd related features (trash pits, privies, wells) may identify the rlative importance between
agriculture and industry in the early settlement and how increases in industry and village population effected
that importance through the 18" century. The above information may aso contribute detailed examplesof life
in a"hinterland" settlement inthe late 17" century. Similar evidence may d<o indicate the effect of the
district's location on an important trangportation route and presence of a tavem on lifein thedistrict.
Information from 18 century residentiad and industrial Stes combined with archaeologica resources assodated
with extant buildings may contribute important information that indicates how village life changed during the
period after initial settlement and before intense industrial growth in the 19* century. Information may exist
that indicates the increasing importance of industry to the sfill sparsdy settled settlement and its effect or
relationship to agricultural production.

(continued)
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th
Industria resources represented the core of the village beginning in the 17  century and continued in that role
into the 20" century. In spite of that importance, little documentation survives that details the pattem of
industrial growth and operafions within each enterprise. Historical documentation combined with potenfia
gmcturd evidence from early mills can hdp identify the sites of individual mills and their overall location
within the district and village. Archaeologica information may adso exist that contributes information relating
to the architectura details of early mill buildings. The above information may indicate smctura relafionships
between mill buildings during similar and different periods of history providing physica evidence of the extent
that earlier smctures were destroyed or incorporated into later mill buildingsand smctures. This infomiation
can be important inunderganding the significance of extant buildings and archaeologicd remains. Some
portions of the extant Abbot Mill Complex may actualy represent earlier portions of mill buildings thought to
be destroyed. Accurate identification of ay archaeologica remains located inthe district is dso important to
properly unrave the complex sequence of industry present and any pattems of industrial reuse of buildings and
dmcturesthat may have occurred through time.

Industrial stmctures represent a category of potential archaeologica resourcesthat may contribute important
information on the significance of the district. Stmctura evidence from industrial machinery including forge
remains, trip hanmersand blast gpparatus may contribute important information relating to iron making
technology, production and its evolutionfromthe 17 through 19" centuries. Similar evidence may <o
contribute information relating to textile technology and production. Archaeologica evidence of water- power
rdated smcturesincluding mill cands, damsand whed pits may contribute important information on the
evolution of water power inthe district and its effect on the location of mills and mill ownership. Stmctura
evidence of mill candsand equipment beasss or mounts may aso contribute important information on the
change from water power to geam a the Abbot Worsted Company. Archaeologica information may adso exist
that documents pattemms of reuse for mill candsfrom power generation to other industrial functions.

Archaeologica resources may dso survive in the digtrict that detail pattems of domestic life inthedigtrict,
pattems of ethnicity through time and the role of various indudtries in the lives of their workers. Stmctura
evidence of residences, outbuildings and detailed andys's of contents from occupationd related features may
contribute information thet indicates household composition and the extent that tenants, borders and extended
familiesmay have been present inthe district during the 18" and early 19* centuries. Similar sources of
evidence may aso contribute informationthat indicates the extent individuals, families or households
participated in both agriculture and industry, possibly on a seesond bassor bassd on sex. Examples of 19" and
20 century multi-family housing are till extant in the district and may a0 exist as archaeologica resources
Stmcturd evidence from multifamily housing as well as evidence from outbuildings and occupationd related
features may contribute important information relating to the changing ethnicity of workersin thedistrict
through time and details of their socid, cultural and economic lives. Information may be present that indicates
the overdl condition of workers in company owned housing and the extent that companies controlled or
influenced other agpectsof workers lives. Information may dso exist from archaeologica sourcesthat indicated
the extent some form of agriculture may have been practiced by industrial workers, possbly from specific ethnic
groups, duringthe 19* and early 20* centuries.
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
Verbal Boundary Description:

The Forge Village Higtoric Didtrict is bounded on the northeest by Kissacook Hill, a 127 meter eminence. The
eadtem edge of the digtrict is marked by an esuary of Stony Brook. The westem border gpproaches the Groton
town line. The southerly border of the digtrictislargely the shore of Forge Pond. Boundaries are indicated
graphicaly on the sketch map atached below.

Boundary Jugtification:

The boundaries of the Forge Village Historic District were sdected for their demarcation of the limits of the
higtoric fabric of the village. The subdivisions of worker housing on Story, Elm, Lincoln and Orchard Streets a
the northeastem edge of the digtrict have provided housing to resdentsof the village since the early 2 century
and retain integrity of materias, design and setting. The former Abbot Worgted mill and Pdermo, Pine ad
Abbot Stregts linethe eesten boundary of the district. The historic Abbot mill isthe core of the district and
gaverise to the constmction of the resdencesthat surround it. Forge Pond on the southem boundary was the
power source for the mill when it was run by water wheds fromthe 17" to the 19" centuries. The westem am
of the digtrict is occupied by housss located on West Prescott Street. Some are Abbot-built worker houses and
others are former farmhouses built prior to the mid 19" century. Stregtswithin the district's boundaries include
Bradford, Pond, Smith, Pershing, Pleasant, Cand, Chestnut, East Prescott, Pine and Ok Streets Most are
densdy lined with residential constmction occupied a one time by mill employess. Stregtswithin the
boundaries al contain ahigh dendty of historic smctures, buildings and objects that lend a sense of higtorical
integrity to the Forge Village Historic District.

(end)
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Photographer: Sanford Johnson, 1999

17,19 Prescott Street, west view

1 West Prescott Street, eedt view, looking towardsrailroad
2-6 Pine Stredt, et view

19,21 Abbott Street, south view

Cameron School, Pessant Street, west view

Abbot Mill, Pleasant Street, north view

Abbot Mill from above, west view
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1Abbot Stret
3:Abbot Stret
3 Abbot Stret
4iAbbot Street
6iAbbot Street
7|Abbot Strest
AAbbot Street
7 Abbot Street
8Abbot Street
OAbbot Stret
TOADbbot Strest
11 Abbot Street
NAbbot Street
12 Abbot Street
Abbot Stregt
13Abbot Street
14 Abbot Street
IS Abbot Stret
15iAbbot Strest
16 Abbot Strest
17 Abbot Stret
18 Abbot Street
19;Abbot Street
20iAbbot Stret
21 |Abbot Street
231 Abbot Street
25;Abbot Street
1 Bradford Stret
4iBradford Stret
5|Bradford Strest
8|Bradford Stret
|0jBradford Strest
12|Bradford Stregt
niBradford Strest
13 Bradford Strest
15|Bradford Strest
151Bradford Stret
16iBradford Stret
19|Bradford Street
19iBradford Street
20IBradford Strest
23iBradford Street
23iBradford Street
24;Bradford Street
[iCand Stret
i;Cana Sret
4iCand Sret

Forge Village NR District Data Shest

ica 1940
ca 1939
ica 1940

Worker Housing

Worker Housing

Garage

Resdence

Residence

Garage

Worker Housng

Sonewall

Resdence

Residence

Resdence

Garage
Worker Housng
Worker Housng
Garage
Worker Housng

Resdence
Stonewall

ca 1990 Worker Housing

ca 1940 Worker Housing

lca 1940 Worker Housing

ca 1980 Reddence

ca 19& Worker Housing

ca 1990 Worker Housing

ca 1940 Worker Housng

ca 1990 Worker Housing

ca 1960 iResdence

Jea 1885 jMulti Family Worker Housing
]Jca 1885 iMulti Family Worker Housing
ca 18385 Multi Family Worker Housing
ica 1885 'Multi Family Worker Housing
ca 1885 IBam

ca 1885 !'Multi Family Worker Housing
ca 1930 Gaage

ca 183 Worker Housing

ca 1930 Gaage

ca 183 Multi Family Worker Housng
ca 1885 !'Multi Family Worker Housing
ica 1930 jCarage

ca 1885 iMulti Family Worker Housing
Ica 1885 [Multi Family Worker Housing
:a 1930 1Gaage

ca 1885 iMulti Family Worker Housing
ica. 1885 [ Multi Family Worker Housing
ca 1900 'Multi Family Worker Housing
Ica 1930 IGarage

ca 1900 iMulti Family Worker Housng

ca 1965
ca 1940

Pege 1

57/124
57/125

57/127

53/61

53/74
53/59
54/15

54/16
54/17
54/18
53/111
53/10
53/112
53/9

53/2

53/113

53/114

53/115

52/5

53/103

52/4
53/4

Cegpe Cad
Cape Cad
iNo Style
No Style
No Style
[No Syle
Cape Cad
N/A

No Style
Ranch
No Style
No Style
Cgpe Cod
Cgpe Caod
INo Style
Cgpe Caod
Ranch
N/A
Cgpe Caod
Cgpe Caod
Cgpe Caod
No Syle
Cgpe Caod
Cgpe Caod
CajeCad
Cgpe Caod
Ranch

Ygquap et
Victorian Eclectic
Victorian Eclectic
iVictorian Eclectic
Victorian Eclectic
No Style

Victorian Eclectic
Victorian Eclectic
Victorian Eclectic
Victorian Eclectic
INo Style

Victorian Eclectic
Victorian Eclectic
INo Style

Victorian Eclectic
Victorian Eclectic
Victorian Eclectic
No Style

Victorian Eclectic

B/C
B/C
B/C
B/NC
B/NC
B/C
B/C
S/IC
B/NC
B/NC
B/NC
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/NC
S/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/NC
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/NC
B/C
B/C »
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
BIC
B/C
B/C
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6 Cand Stret
SCad Street

5Chesmut Stregt

13 Chestnut Stret
liEast Prescott Street
2B Prescott Street
4 Ead Prescott Street
5Ead Prescott Stret
SEad Prescott Stregt
JEast Prescott Street
8 Ed Prescott Stret
8Ead Prescott Street
Ead Prescott Stret
10 Ead Prescott Street
11 Bt Prescott Street
13Eadt Prescott Stret
13 Ead Prescon Stret
14 Ead Prescott Stret
14'Eadt Prescott Stret
15/ Ead Presoott Street
18;Ead Presoott Streat
20iEad Prescott Stret
21 Ead Prescott Street
22'Ead Prescott Street
23 |Eadt Prescott Strest
25 Ead Prescott Street
27Ead Precott Street
27 Ead Prescott Street
28 Ead Prescon Street
30Ead Prescon Stret

3Q B Prescon Strest

32,Ead Prescon Stret
3R Ead Prescoit Stret
A Ead Presoott Streat
36/ Ead Prescott Stret
2ElIm Strest
6IEIm Strect
6/Elm Strecst
8iEIm Street
9EIm Strest
10 ElIm Stregt
131Hm Stret
13EIm Strest
151Hm Street
15 EIm Stret
]7iEIm Strest
18 EIm Stret
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ca 1900 Multi Family Worker Housng  j53/6
lea 1900 Multi Family Worker Housng  53/7
ca 1915 |Multi Family Worker Housng 15319
ca 1915 Multi Family Worker Housng  53/20
ca 1914 Wedtford Fire Department 57/28
ica 1895 Pizzeria Predti/Spillain Store ;57/106
jca 1907 Stret Railway Power Sa j57/105
lca 1940 I1Garage i
ca 1940 Worker Housng [57/42
ca 1920 Worker Housing
ca 1890 Reddence 57/104
ca 1900 Cariage House
jca 1930 Worker Housng 57/43
ica 1890 57/103
\ 1924 Weavea House 57/44
ca 1924 Worker Housng 57/45
ca 1924 Gaege
ca 1990 Gaege
ca 1915 iCamiched House 57/102
lea 1920 Multi Family Worker Housng 57/46
ica 1870 Reddence 1577101
ica 1870 Reddence 1577101
ca 1920 Multi Family Worker Housing 157/47
|ca 1920 [Worker Housing 157/99
ca 1920 jWorker Housing 57/48
ica 1920 jWorker Housing 57/68
G 1920 Garage j
ca 1900 Worker Housing [57/70
lca 1920 Worker Housing '57/86
|ca 1920 Worker Housing 5785
ica 1980 S I
ica 1920 jWorker Housing 15784
{@a 1930 Gaege i
jca 1920 Worker Housing 57/83
ica 1900 Reddence 157/82
jca 1960 jWorker Housing 157/30
ca 19490 Worker Housing 157/31
ca 1990 Gaage i
ica 19490 jWorker Housing 57/32
ica 1920 IWorker Housing i57/41
ca 1960 jWorker Housing i57/33
ca 1940 1Woke Housing 57137
ica 1940 Gaage
ica 1940 |Worker Housing 57/36
ica 1940 Gaage
ica 1940 Worker Housing 57/35
ca 19490 Worker Housing 57134
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Victorian Eclectic
Victorian Eclectic
Colonia Reviva
iVictorian Eclectic
Icolonia Reviva
Victorian Eclectic
Victorian Eclectic
No Syle
Cepe Cad
Colonial Reviva
Victorian Eclectic
No Syle
Colonial Reviva
Victorian Eclectic
Colonial Reviva
Colonial Reviva
No Style
No Style
Victorian Eclectic
Colonial Reviva
Victorian Eclectic
Victorian Eclectic
Colonial Reviva
IColonid Reviva
Colonial Reviva
Colonial Reviva
No gyle
Victorian Eclectic
Colonial Reviva
Colonial Reviva
jNo Syle
Colonia Reviva
No Syle
Colonia Reviva
Victorian Eclectic
Ranch
iColonia Revivad
No Style
IColonid Revival
|Colonia Revival
jNo Style
ICqpe Cad
No Syle
Cegpe Cod
No Style
jCape Cod
tCqpe cod

B/C
B/IC
B/IC
B/IC
B/C
B/IC
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/IC
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/IC
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/IC
B/C
B/C
B/IC
B/C
B/C
B/NC
B/C
B/C
B/IC
B/IC
B/NC
B/C
B/IC
B/C
B/C
IB/NC
B/C
B/C
B/IC
B/C

\BIC

B/C
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<|Lincoln Avenue
6|Lincoln Avenue
9iLincoln Avenue

WA
[N/A
1jOak Strest
20k Sret
1 Orchard Street
2i0rchard Street
30rchard Street
3 Orchard Stret
4 Orchard Stregt
5O0rchard Sredt
6O0rchard Street
6 Orchard Street
710rchard Stret
7[0rchard Street
80rchard Stret
80rchard Strest
9jOrchard Street
|OIOrchard Stret
[liOrchard Stret
11 Orchard Strest
Orchard Street
130rchard Stret
14 Orchard Stregt
1510rchard Stret
161Orchard Stret
njorchard Street
19|0rchard Strest
1Pdemo Stregt
1 Pdemo Stret
2 Pdamo Strest
3Pdemo Stregt
12 Pdamo Street
14 Pdamo Street
14Pdermo Sret
22 Pdermo Stregt
26 Pdemo Stregt
1 Parshing Street
1 Pershing Street
2 Parshing Stregt
2 pershing Stret
3 'ershing Strest
5Pershing Strest
5Pershing Strest
6iPershing Street
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ca 1920
ca 1920
ca 1950
Ica 1853
jca 1853
jca 1915
ca 1915
ca 1911
ca 1911
ca 1930
ca 1911
ca 1911
ca 1911
ca 1930
ca 1911
ca 1930
ca 1911
ca 1911
ca 1930
ca 1911
ca 1911
ca 1930
jca 1911
ica 1911
ca 1911
ca 1911
ca 1911
jca 1911
jca 1911
ica 1911
jca 1930
ca 1920
ca 1920
ca 192
ca 1920
ca 1930
ica 1920
ca 1920
lca 1920
:a 1920
ca 1970
ica 1920
lca 1930
i:a 1920
jca 1920

jMulti Family Worker Housing

Worker Housing
Worker Housing

iMill Race/Cand

jMill Dam

'Multi Family Worker Housing

Multi Family Worker Housing
Worker Housing

Worker Housing

Garage

Worker Housing

Worker Housing

Worker Housing

Garage

Worker Housing

Garage

Worker Housing

Worker Housing

Garage

Worker Housing

Worker Housing

iShed

Worker Housing

Worker Housing

Worker Housing

Worker Housing
jWorker Housing

IWorker Housing

Iworker Housing

Worker Housing
jGarage

Worker Housing

Multi Family Worker Housing
Multi Family Worker Housing
Multi Family Worker Housing
Garage

Multi Family Worker Housing
Multi Family Worker Housing

Multi Family Worker Housing
Worker Housing

S

Multi Family Worker Housing
Garage

[Worker Housing

Worker Housing

[ca 1930 1Garege

ica 1920

Worker Housing
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57/39
157/40
157138
1

1

53/18
53/21

57/49
57/67

57/50
1576
57/51

S7/65

j57/52
57/64

57/53
57/63
1

157154
157162
[57/55
15761
15716
57/60
157157

57/58

53/31
53/45
53/30
53/46

15347
53/48
53/49
I

57/87
157/97
[

57/88
57/89

57/96

Colonia Revivd |B/C

Cape Cod

iCape Cad

INFA
INFA
jBungaow
Colonial Revivd
Victorian Eclectic
IColonid Reviva
No Style
Victorian Eclectic
Colonid Revivd
jVictorian Eclectic
No Style
Victorian Eclectic
No Style
Victorian Eclectic
Victorian Eclectic
No Style
Victorian Eclectic
ivictorian Eclectic
Victorian Eclectic
Victorian Eclectic
Victorian Eclectic
Victorian Eclectic
Victorian Eclectic
Victorian Eclectic
Victorian Eclectic
Victorian Eclectic
Victorian Eclectic

No Style

¢ |Colonid Revivd

Colonia Reviva
IVictorian Eclectic
iColonid Revivd
INo Style
Victorian Eclectic
IColonid Revivd
iVictorian Eclectic
'Victorian Eclectic
[NO Style
Victorian Eclectic
INo Style

No Style
iColonia Reviva
iNo Style
Colonial Revivad

IB/C
BIC
s/ic
s/ic
BIC
BIC
BIC
BIC
BIC
BIC
BIC
BIC
BIC
BIC
BIC
BIC
BIC
BIC
BIC
BIC
BIC
BIC
BIC
BIC
BIC
BIC
BIC
BIC
BIC

B/C -

BIC
BIC
BIC
BIC
BIC
B/C

[B/C

IB/C
IB/C
BINC
BIC
IB/C
IB/C
B/C
IB/C
IB/C
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KKEiStreet& XNain™
7iPershing Street ca 1930
7iPershing Street ica 1920
8iPershing Snest ica 1920
12jPershing Snest ca 1920
12;Pershing Sneet ica 1920
14|Pershing Sneet ca 1920

20jPershing Snet ca 1920
2Pine Snest ca 1915
3 Fine Shet ca 1970
3Fne Shet ca 1920
4PFne Sneet ca 1915
41IAne Sret ca 1930
A Pine Snect ca 1960
BFne Snet ca 1915
6 Fne Shet ca 1970
7PFine Shet ca 1920
* Fine Shet ca 1930
8Fine Shet ca 1915
9Hne8neet ca 1930
glﬁneSneet ca 1920
10R'ne8neet ca 1930
10Rne Sret ca 1915
IljPine S1et ca 1900
12Pine Shegt ca 1910
16|Fine Strest ca 1950
16 Pine Strest ca 1950
171Fre Stret ca 1960
17Fne Snet ca 1960
18Fine Snet ca 1930
18Fne Snet ca 1910

21|Fne Snet ca 1910

21 Fine Shet ca 1940

25 PFine Stret ca 1780
2 Fessat Snest 1923
7iPlessant Snet 1837-195
IOjPlessant Shest 1ca 1800
11 IRessat Sred ca 1910
[lIPleasant Snhest ca 1920
13jFessat Street ca 1820

14P eesant Stteet ca 1920
18Fegssat Stret ca 1900

20|Plessant Sneet 1908

23 Hessant Sneet jca 1800

25|Pleesant Sredt 11902

OHessat Sed lca 1820

JFessat Sedt lca 1990

LiHessat St jca 180

IGarage
Worker Housing '57/90
Worker Housing 57/95
[Gerege

Multi Family Worker Housing 157/94
jMulti Family Worker Housng 57/93

jMulti Family Worker Housing  57/92
Worker Housing 53/37
Sed

Worker Housing 53/38
Worker Housing [53/36

Gaage i
Multi Family Worker Housing  53/39

jWorker Housing 15335
iShed i

jMulti Family Worker Housng :53/40
Gaage i
Worker Housing 15334
Gaage 1
Residence 1534
Gaage

[Worker Housing [53/33
Residence 53/42
Worker Housing 1533
Gaage

Resdence 15344
Residence j57/108
Garage

Garage j
Worker Housing 53/43
jWorker Housing 157/109
Sed

Levi Prescott House 57/110

Abbot Worgted Offices '

Abbot Worsted Mill
jPrescott House/Hospita 53/
ICallins House i53/16
Garage
[Wright House 15317
Mill SipYsResdence :53/93
pQmMea Pigeon House/Store 153
|Cameron School 15391
iMulti Family 15322
Sant Andrev/s Mission 53/23
iReddace 5390
1S

iMulti Family Worker Housing 15390
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No Style

iColonia Revivd B/C
Colonia Revivad B/C
No Style B/C
Victorian Eclectic B/C
Victorian Eclectic B/C
Colonia Reviva BIC
Colonid Reviva BIC

No Style B/NC
Bimgaow B/C
Victorian Eclectic B/C
No Style B/C
No Style B/C
Victorian Eclectic B/C
No Style B/NC
Colonial Revival BI/C
No Style B/C
Victorian Eclectic B/C
No Style B/C
Bungaow B/C
No Style B/C

Victorian Eclectic B/C
Victorian Eclectic B/C
iVictorian Eclectic B/C

No Style B/C
Cepe Cad BIC
No Style B/NC
[No Style B/NC
No Style B/C

Victorian Eclectic B/C
Colonia Revival B/C
No Syle B/C
Federd B/C
Colonid Revivd BIC

153/8,11,15 Victorian Eclectic B/C

IColonid B/C
Colonid Reviva BIC
No Syle B/C
Federd B/C

Colonid Revivad B/C
Quean Anne B/C
Colonid Revivad B/C
Federd B/C
Victorian Eclectic B/C
iVictorian Edetic IB/C
[No Syle IBIC
Victorian Ededtic B/C



1
1
1
1

35[Fessant Sneet
36jHessat Sneet
36 FHeesat Snet
38Fessant Sneet
39 FHlessat Snect
40 Flessat Snet
40 Flessat Snet
41 IFessat Snet
41 [Aessat Snet
43 Fessat Snet
43 Flessant Snet
44 Plegsant Sneet
44 Flessant Snest
45 Hessatt Snet
45 Pleasant Snect
46 Hessatt Snet
47Plessat Snet
A8[Plessat Shest
48 Fessant Snect
50 Fessat Snet
50 Feesat Snest
51 Plessant Snet
A Hessat Snegt
54 Ressat Snest
55 Feesat Snect
56|Fessant Snest
59 Heesat Snect
61 jPlessant Snest
61 [Fessat Snet
63 Plessat Snet
64jPlessant Snest
64 Flessant Snet
65Fessat Snest
66|Fessant Snest
1[Pond Snet
2 Pond Snegt

2 Pond Snet

3 Pord Set

4 Pond Snet
5Pond Snest
5iPond Snet
6lPond Snet

8 Pond Snet
gPond Snet
9iPond Snet
I1lPond Snet
14[Pond Snet

Forge Village NR Disnict Data Shest

185 IForge Village School
\-Ga--

ca 180 iRed

ca 1890 Reddence
Reddence
1930 Gaage

1910 Multi Family Worker Housing
1870 |sneet#41 12
1910 Resdence
1980 Garage

1870 Reddence
1865 Sartdl House
1920 Gaepe

1930 S

1900 Worker Housing
1900 Reddence
1900 Worker Housing
1930 Gaage

1920 Worker Housing
1930 Gaage

1900 Reddence

ica 1980 Resdence

ica 1950 Gaege

ica 1900 Reddence

jca 1960 Reddence

[ca 1960 Resdence

[ca 1960 Reddence

ca 1940 Worker Housing
jca 19490 Gaage

lca 1940 Worker Housng
ca 1850 Bam

jca 1730 HeddHouse
jca 1940 Worker Housng
[ca 1985 Reddence

jca 1906 Worker Housng
lca 1930 Gaage

lca 1906 Worker Housng
ica 1906 Worker Housing
ica 1906 Worker Housng
[ca 1930 Gaage

lea 1906 Worker Housing
ica 1906 Worker Housing
ica 1930 Gaege

ica 1906 Worker Housng
ica 1930 Worker Housing
ca 1909 Multi Family Worker Housing
ca 1906 [Worker Housng

Pege 5

53/76
53/57
53/76

53/109

53/97

53/108

53/107

53/106

53/100
53/105

Federd

INo Style
Victorian Eclectic
Victorian Eclectic
Colonid

No Style
Victorian Eclectic
No Style

No Style

No Style
Victorian Eclectic

Victorian Eclectic
No Style

No Style
Victorian Eclectic
No Syle

No Syle

No Style

Colonial Reviva
[No Style

No Style

No Style

‘No Style

No Style

Ranch

Ranch

[Ranch

Cepe Cad

INo Style

ICqpe Cod

No Style

Colonid

ICqpe Cod

[No Style
iVictorian Eclectic
No Style
[Victorian Eclectic
iVictorian Eclectic
iVictorian Eclectic
No Style
Victorian Eclectic
Victorian Eclectic
[No Style
Victorian Eclectic
No Style
Victorian Eclectic
Victorian Eclectic

B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/NC
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/NC
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B'NC
B'C
B'C
BTMC
B'NC
B'NC
B'C
B'C
B/C
B/C
B'C
B'C
B/NC
B/C
B/C
B/IC
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C

4/25/2000
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[90

MiPond Street
151Rod Street
16/Pond Snet
16/Pond Snest
1OPond Snet
2 Smith Sheet
4 Story Snest
6[Story Sneet
8 Story Sned
8 Story Sheet
9 Story Snet
10[Story Sneet
12 Story Shet
14 Story Sneet
15 Story Sneet
16 Story Sneet
IS Story Shet
19[Sory Sneet
22iStory Snet
22 Story Snet
23[Soiy Strest
231 Story Snet
241 Story Strest
24[Sory Snet
251Story Sneet
25|Story Shet
28|Story Strest
28[Story Strest
01y Sret
32 Story Street
iWest Prescon Street
Wes Prescon Snet

|
S B S
4jwest Prescon Sheet
5'Wed Prescon Sneet
TWes Pr
gwest Py
West
jWest
11 Wes Pr
12West Prescott Snest
15Wes Presoott Street
15Wes Prescott Snest
16 West Prescott Snect
16 Wes Prescon Sneet
17 West Prescott Snect

EEBBEBSBLLBBREBRLBRLL BB BBS

Forge Village NR Disnict Data Shet
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B8 B8BE88ES

Gaage

Multi Family Worker Housing

Gaege
Worker Housing

Multi Family Worker Housing
Multi Family Worker Housing

Worker Housing
Worker Housing
S

Worker Housing
Worker Housing
Worker Housing
Worker Housing
Worker Housing
Worker Housing
Worker Housing
Worker Housing

Multi Family Worker Housing

Garage
Worker Housing
Worker Housing
Garage
Garage

Multi Family Worker Housing

S

Worker Housing
Garage

Worker Housing
Worker Housing
Worker Housing
Tennis Courts

Bassbdl Dugouts

Ball Fidds

Forge Village Auto Service
Soinner's Packege Store

Pogt Office
Resdence

Forge Village Store
Worker Housing

Sad
Resdence
Resdence

Worker Housing

Garage
Bam
Resdence

Worker Housing

Page 6

FarcelhrS

53/101

53104
53/102
57/91
57/7
57/8

57/9

57/26
57/10
57/11
57/12
57/25
57/13
5714
57/24

57/16
57/23

57/17

57/22

57/18
57/19
57/20

52/1
53/14
57/27

52/8
57/6
52/9

52/10
57/5
52/11

57/1
52/12

No Style
Victorian Eclectic
No Syle
Victorian Eclectic
Victorian Eclectic
Colonial Revivd
No Style

No Syle

No Syle

No Style

Colonid Reviva

Colonid Revival
Bungdow

No Syle

No Syle

No Syle
Bungdow
Colonid Reviva
No Syle

No Syle

No Syle

No Syle

No Syle

"No Style

No Style
Colonid Reviva
No Syle

Cape Cad

Cape Cad

Cape Cad

N/A

No Syle

N/A

Colonia Reviva
No Syle
Colonid Revival
Federd Cottage
No Syle

No Syle

No Style
Victorian Eclectic
Victorian Eclectic
Bungaow
Bungaow

No Style
Victorian Eclectic

Cape Cad

B/C
B/IC
B/IC
B/C
B/IC
B/C
B/IC
B/IC
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/C
B/IC
B/C
B/IC
B/IC
B/IC
B/IC
B/IC
B/IC
B/IC
B/IC
B/IC
B/IC
B/NC
B/IC
B/IC
B/IC
B/NC
B/IC
SYNC
SYNC
S/C
B/IC
B/NC
B/IC
B/IC
B/IC
B/IC
B/IC
B/IC
B/IC
B/IC
B/IC
B/IC
B/IC
B/IC

4/25/2000
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17|Wes Prescott Sneet
191 West Prescott Snegt
191 Wes Prescon Sheet
26|West Prescott Sneet
26|West Prescon Sheet
27 West Prescott Snet
27IWest Prescott Snegt
27IWest Prescott Snegt
28[West Presoott Sneet
31 West Prescott Snest
31 jWes Prescott Sheet
311 West Prescott Snest
3jWest Prescott Sheet
3HiWes Prescott Snet
A West Presoott Shest
BWes Prescott Street
3BWes Prescott Sfreet

1 3\We§ Prescott Sneet

West Prescott Snet

\West Prescott Snet
41 West Prescon Shet
41'West Prescott Snegt
42\Wes Precott Sneet
43 West Prescott Snet
43 West Prescott Snegt

Forge Village NR Disnict Data Sheet

ca 1990 I1Gaage

ica 1870 iReddence

ca 1960 iSd

ca 1940 [Sed

jca 1870 [Reddence

Ica 1850 iBara

ca 1970 Shed

ca 1860 Reddence

ica 1870 [Residence

ca 1930 [Sd

ca 1870 Resdence

ca 1930 Gaage

ca 1900 Retaining Wall
ca 1900 Bam

[ca 1840 Resdence

ca 190 'Worker Housing
lca 1990 1Garage

ica 1920 Worker Housing
ca 1930 Worker Housng
ca 1990 Gaeage

ica 1900 Worker Housing
ca 1920 jGaage

ca 1960 [Reddence

ca 1900 Muhi Family Worker Housing
ca 1930 Gaege

44iWes Precott Snet jca 1940 Worker Housing

46]\N$t Prescon Sneet
471 \Wes Prescott Snet

1&11%0 Resdence

lea 1900 Worker Housing

47"'Wes Prescott Sfreet jeca 1930 Garage

48I\West Prescon Sneat
IWes Prescon Sneet

ica 1960 Resdence
Ica 1915 |Bdl Fdds

Page 7

fAMimno
No Style B/C
52/13 Victorian Edectic B/C
[No Style B/NC
No Style * B/C
56/69 Victorian Eclectic B/C
No Syle B/C
[No Style B/NC
52/14 lvictorian Eclectic B/C
5667  Victorian Edectic B/C
'‘No Syle B/C
52/15 lvictorian Eclectic B/C
INO Syle B/C
[N/A S/C
No Style B/C
52/33 Gresk Reviva B/C
52/16 iCapeCod B/C
[No Style B/C
52/17 Bungaow B/C
52/32 iColonid Revivd B/C
[No Style B/NC
52/19 Victorian Eclectic B/C
Victorian Eclectic B/C
56/59 Ranch B/C
52/20 Colonid Revivd B/C
No Style B/C
56/58 'Cape Cad B/C
56/57 [Ceoe Cad B/C
52/21 Colonia Reviva |B/C
[No Style B/C
56/56 iCape Cod B/NC
56/55 'N/A S/C

4/25/2000
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Forge Village Historic District Sketch Map
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Detail of Abbot Worsted Mills
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Westford Council on Aging

Cameron Senior Center 973) 6925523
20 Pleasant Street, P.O. Box 2223 978) 692-5589
Westford, MA 01886-5323 Fax: (978) 392-4992

e-mail: Camoffice2@aol.com

Oct ober 20, 2001

Joanne Sheehan
Director of Elder Sevices

Ms. Betsy Friedberg

Director, National Register
Massachusetts Historical Com nission
220 Morrisey Boulevard

Boston, Ma. 02125

Dear Ms. Friedberg:

| an writing tosupport theWstford Historic Comm ssion's
nomi nation of Forge Village as a National Historic District.

I was born i nForge Village over seventy years ago and have

lived here ny whole life long. Over t heyears, | worked side
by side with imm grants from England, Canada, Poland and Russia
in t he Abbot Worsted Mills and was intrigued by their stories and
why they came t o Forge Village and found security and happiness

here. | twould be a wonderful tribute totheir menory i f we
could preserve this tiny village forfuture generationsto see.
Because of theoriginal Forge here hundreds of years ago, i twas
named Forge Village and i stheonly Forge Village i nthe United
States. That i n itself i f historic to us.

Physically, i t has not changed hardly at al | and has kept i ts

picturesque New England look, with theAbbot Wrsted Mill and
it's beautiful Lake and trails.

Pl ease accept ny support forthis wonderful proposal.
Sincerely,

Hel ena M Crocker, Chairman
Westford Council on Aging
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QCT 24 201
yLE. .MA,  AUAAAN A NASS, HIST. GCOWM
GEOFFREY HALU Chairman
STATE REPRESENTATIVE Committee on State Administration

2ND MIDDLESEX DISTRICT

AYER - PRECINCT 2 mom 22, Zml

HARVARD. LITTLETON. WESTFORD

ROOM 34, STATE HOUSE
TEL. (617) 722-2320

JOANNE BARNETT

STAFF DIRECTOR

Betsy Friedberg

National Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, MA 02125

Dear Ms. Friedberg:

We are writing to present our strongest support for the Forge Village Historic District
nomination that will be before your commission on December 12.

This designation as aHistoric District ismost gppropriate & thispoint in timeto resdents
and touring vigitors dlike. Being aHistoric District will bring attention inagpecid way
to the historical and architectural agpectsof individual properties. It will dsoinvite
people to think in acomprehendve way about the transitiona periods that moved intact a
whole, sngular neighborhood from colonial to contemporary times.

While Forge Village is apart of Westford, it has dways had its own sgparate attitude and
feeling because of its evolvement through various socio/economic periods. It grew from
farmto iron forgeindustry to mill town as a"company town," in which many homes
were built by the dominant corporations s workers could be handy to their facilities.
Forge Village isamicrocosm of Americas development. It still retains its picturesque
New England village outlook. The commission's gpprovd of the nomination will add to
the registered historic Stesin Massachusattsthat will givevisitors both aesthetics and
education. We urge your approval.

Sncedy;

t). HALL SEN. STEVEN C. PANAGIOTAKOS
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P.O. Box 2033 ANMIJATI'Y L. UAN Westford, MA 01886

October 24, 2001

Ms. Betsy Friedberg

National Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commisson
220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston MA 02125

RE: FORGE VILLAGE LISTING ON THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF
HISTORICAL PLACES

Dear Ms. Friedberg:

| am writing this letter in support of the nomination of Forge Village to the Nationa
Regiger of Historical Haces

The Abbot Worged Mills hes been and continues to be a mgor focal point of Forge
Village ad is a sgnificant landmark. The mill's presence brings character and arich indudtrid
history to our area It isin nead of restoration and rehabilitation. 1t hes played a mgor rolein
the devdopment of the Forge Village area both in housing, employment, and the layout of the
surrounding roadways

|, dong with many others, would like to sse the historic vaue of our areamaintained and
preserved. Forge Village resdents take pride in the history of this area and would be proud to
have Forge Village placed on the Nationa Regiger of Historical Places.

| thank you for your congderation.

Very truly yours.

Beverly E. Tohansen
Presdent - Forge Village Codlition



Town of Wedford 4 a0

Board of Sdectmen
Westford Town Hall
55 Main Strest
Westford, MA 01886

October 26, 2001
Westford2000
A Peaceable = Community

Betsy Friedberg

National Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historicalk Commission
220 Morrisey Blvd.

Bogston, MA 02125

Dear Ms. Friedberg:

The Westford Board of Sdectmen would liketo offer this correspondence as a letter of support
in the nomination of the Forge Village Historic District in Westford on the National Register of
Historical Places. ' — '

The Forge Villageis an industrial and residentia village in Westford, Massachusetts It isthe
location of the former Abbot Worgsted Mill, which comprisesthe centrd

Architecturd feature of the village. The towersof the former Abbot Mill are visiblefrom many
points inthe Village. The combination of industrial and commercid activity crestesan
amosphere smilar to the nature and szeto that of Graniteville, which is one mileto the eedt.
The Forge Village Higtoric District retainsthe integrity of desgn and workmanship that above
and beyond qualify this dte for placement on the Nationa Register of Historic Places

Hease acoept this letter as full endorsement and support to havethis recognition occur.
Sncere

Robert Jefferies

Charman, Board " f Sdectmen v

Irb



The Wedford Historicalk Commisson

October 27, 2001

@ 30 20

Ms. Betsy Friedberg

National Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission
220 Moirrissey Boulevard

Bogton, MA 02125

Dear Ms. Friedberg:

| writeon behdf of the Westford Historical Commission to endorse our nomination of Forge
Village Historic District in Westford to be placed on the National Register of Historic Flaces. |
undergtand this nomination will be brought before the State Review Board on December 12,
2001.

The Forge Village Historic Digtrict (FVHD) medts the qualifications for listing on the National
Regider, and it merits such alisting for severd reesons. It regpresents awell-preserved New
England industria village of the 19* century, whoseindustry goesbeck to the late 17 century
and continued well into the 20* century. The principal industries wereiron forging and woolen
yam manufacturing, both usng the water of Stony Brook, whichfl owsthrough the village, as a
sourceof power. The period of sgnificance for FVHD spansfrom the Colonia Period in 1730,
when the Hedld house (the oldest surviving resdenceinthe district) was congructed and the
village became part of Westford, to 1949 inthe Early Modem Period.

ForgeVillage was first inhabited as early as 1655, when it wes part of Groton and Westford was
still part of Chelmsford, and the town of Groton built aroad leading eedt past Forge Pond into
Chelmsford. A Native American fish weir existed a the outlet of Forge Pond about thistime,
purchased by the town of Groton in 1680. About this same time Jonas Prescott built the first iron
works a this location, beginning a 300-year history of industria activity & Forge Village.
Westford sgparated from Chelmsford in 1729, and in 1730 acquired anarrow triangle of land
from Groton where Forge Village isnow Stuated. Early resdentsincluded the Prescott family,
many membersof which played significant rolesin Westford's history, the French and Indian
War, the Revolutionary War and the Civil War.

fron manufacturing and forging continued into the mid 19" century, and the 1795 mep of
Westford dso showsafiiling mill in Forge Village. The Stony Brook Railroad connecting
Lowell with Ayer was completed through the villagein 1848. The forge company wes replaced
by the Forge Village HorseNail Company in 1865 until it went out of bugnessin 1877. In 1879



the Abbot Worgted Company expanded from nearby Graniteville*, acquired the old forge and
began manufacturing woolen goods. In 1910 Abbot Worged constmcted the large, brick mill
building that isthe centerpiece of FVHD.

Today, FVHD isprimarily aresidentid community surrounding the historic Abbot Worgted mill,
now used in part by Courier Corporation, atextbook printing company. |t contans afew 18*'
century homes and anumber of homesfromthe late 19* and early 20* centuries built to house
Abbot Worgted's workers. Architectura styles include Colonial, Federd, Gresk Revivadl,
Second Empire, Victorian Eclectic, Quean Anne, Colonia Revival, Bungaow and Cgpe Cod.
Buildings are in moderate to well-preserved condition. Resdentstake greet pride in their village
and sfrongly support its placement on the National Regider.

FVHD complements quite nicely the nearby Graniteville Historic District. Both are
representative of typical 19* century mill villages, and they sharea common history and
architectura provenance. FVHD equaly desarveslisting on the National Register of Historic
Haces. We ae therefore quite pleased to endorse the nomination of FVHD for listing on the
National Regiger.

Sincerdly yours.

Dr. Robert W. Oliphant
IMVice Char
Westford Historical Commission

" Graniteville Higtoric Didtrict, locete a mile eedt of Forge Village dong Sony Brook, wes gpproved for listing on
the Nationd Regider of Higtoric Heoes ealier this yesr.



12/04/01

EC t0 ACL
To: From: MASS. HIST. GCOWM
Massachusetts Historical Commission TOMKAT HOLDINGS CORP.
Office of the Secretary of the Commonwedth 1830 E. Caymen Rd
William Francis Galvin, Secretary, Vero Beach ,FL 32963

Massachusetts Archives Building
220 Morrissey Boulevard
Boston, MA 02115

In reference to the property in Westford MA
Re Forge Village Higtoric District
Parcd 0520010 11-13W. Prescott S

We object to having the above property listed to the National Regidter.

Presdent, TomKat Haldings Owp.

1 <Affes MANEAAANNAN
" -AMNA WY COMMSON # GC 763772
IW. . NiLf BXPRES, Juy 302002 A
"eXp" 0 20BAWTKNWOWYPUbicUMBAMIa 1M o/

Maud Geng



June W . Kennedy [SREEANEANEANEA

31 Old Lowell Rd
Westford M A 01886

[ 10 23

Betsy Friedberg, National Regiger Director

AT ™ gT A= r., MAS HS. CMV
220 Morrissey Boulevard «>»iivi
Boston MA 02125

December 6, 2001 y-% -

RE: Forge Village Listing on the National Regigter of Historical Haces S

Dear Ms. Friedberg: "

| am writingto endorsethe Forge Village listing on theNational Register of Historical Places. Although a way
of life hes passad fromthisvillage in Westford, many historic buildings gand witnessto athriving industrial
community.

As early as 1710 forges were built long Stony Brook. In 1846 L uther Prescott of thisvillage manufectured
wrought iron, advertising crowbars, axdtrees, and gpindles. The Horse Nail Co. purchesed the Forge Village
Iron Worksin 1865 and manufactured horse, mule, and ox nails. In 1879 that company sold its buildings and
waterpower to the Abbot Worged Co., producers of wool and mohair yams for upholstery and knitting. This
company's three local plants were the largest worsted manufacturer in the world by 1930. Forge Village, es
aresult, was aplanned community. The Abbot Worgled Co. built company homes as rooming houses and
dormitories for itsemployees, provided amedica clinic in one of the neerby homes, operated a socid hall
(gnce torn down), and gponsored semi-professional soccer, hockey, and basebal teams. Mill workers and
ahletes emigrated from Russa, England, Ireland, Poland, and Canada Thismill closed in 1956 and, in 1958,
was bought by the Murray Printing Co. (textbook publishers for Houghton-Mifflin Co.) who, coincidently,
published my own book Westford Recollections 1729-1979 for the 250* anniversary of thistownin 1979.
Today, the facilities are owned by Courier Corporation, also textbook printers. However, the main building,
whose bell sounded curfew for the children in the village, remains empty but with great potential for
preservation and reuse.

Althoughthetrain still rollsthrough thevillage, only thewaiting Sation forthenow extinct trolley remains on
dte. From 1864-1931 ice was harvested on Forge Pond and sent by rail to Boston for trans-shipment. Today
this Ste houses atown beech.

Presently prominent in the village arethe brick one-room schoolhouse (now ahome), the 19 century Cameron
School (now the senior center), and acrass from it the 1903 building which began asthe Forge Village Mission
of &. Andrew's Episcopa Church inAyer (St Andrew's started as the mission of the Groton School). The
housewhere the first Russan school was hdld still sandson Story Street.

During the American Bicentennia years, | hed the privilege of recording on tape descendants of the early
Prescott settlers and the ethnic workers a the Abbot Worgled Co. Their candidly shared memories captured
the gtrong rhythmic pulse which animated and sheped the character of Forge Village—avillagewhich truly
desrvesalisting onthe National Regiger of Historica Places.

«  1;"/AO.- TFIO I,
Sncerely, . . /[ .V Soee-u/.0) N - Arnvjji g N

JuneW. Kennedy
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusatts Historical Commission

March 13,2002

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regider of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

Nationa Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosad please find the following nomination form:
Forge Village HD, Westford (Middlesex), MA

The nomination has been voted digible by the Sate Review Board and hes been signed by the
Sate Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the properties included in the district were
notified of pending Stete Review Board condderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were
afforded the opportunity to comment.

Six letters of support and one objection have been received.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
Nationa Regigter Director
Massechusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

Kenneth Tebbetts, Westford Historical Commission
Sanford Johnson, consultant

Robert Jeffries. Chair, Westford Board of Sdectmen
Allan Loisdle, Westford Planning Board Chair
State Representative Geoffrey D. Hall

Sae Senaor Steven C. Panagiotakos

Beverly E. Johansen. Forge Village Codlition
HelenaM. Crocker, Westford Council on Aging

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state ma.us'sec/mhc



