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The M ddl eborough Post Office, constructed i n1932, i slocated i n the
heart of theold comrercial district on Center Street, one block from
the main intersection i nthetow on theformer site of thePierce
Acadeny. Center Street was, at that time, part of Route 44, t henmgjor
East-West highway link i nthearea. The building diagonally faces a
three story Victorian comrercial block and i sadjacent toa Victorian
Got hic Episcopal Church across Union Street. The rear of theproperty
is graced by several high-spired wooden churches and t he Town Hall.
Four Years after thePost Office was opened, thelast mgjor buildingi n
the neighborhood, theArt-Deco style Union School, was constructedi n
1937.

The site i svery well maintained, with large shade trees ringingthe
property. The right, or West portion of theland contains substantial
open green, well treed and planted with shrubs and a trimed hedge that
continues easterly toborder theproperty line at thebuilding's front
facade.

Rectangular i nplan, sone 96 feet long by 54 feet deep, with an
attached rear mail platform thebuilding contains 5, 6540 square feet of
first floor space. The full basenent contains office space, carriers
areas, boiler roomand storage areas. The construction of this single
rectangul ar mass consists of reinforced concrete foundations, brick
faced on spread footings, reinforced concrete floor slabs, masonry
bearing walls and a conposite roof framng, with wood framng at the
pitched hip roof surrounds.

The M ddl eborough Post Office i sof Classical Revival design, featuring
a five bay front facade, with thecenter entrance and single flanking
fenestration ensconced i nthequoined cornered central pavilion, typical
of this period revival design. The foundation i sclad with thesame red
brick, laid i nFlem sh Bond, as t he wall nmass of al | four facades, but
separated by a wide marble watertable and belt course that surrounds

the building and accentuates t he base.

Two sets oi granite steps aredivided with a small md-1landing that
leads up t oa single entrance, centered i nthethree bay central
pavilion. Each arched bay, trinmmed with detailed marble surrounds and
and mar bl e keystones centering theouter, brick headed arches, contain
fanlights surmounting theobjective of thearch. The center arch
features a marble broken pediment that graces the sonewhat |ess elegant
but newer pair of alum num entrance doors. The outer arches i n the
center pavilion house multi-paned, rectangular w ndows under the fan-
lights and are seated on blind, segmented panels. The end bays of the
front facade, slightly recessed from thecentral entrance, are centered
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with depressed brick arches of equal size to the central fenestration,
containing multi-paned wi ndows, resting on narrow marble sills and capped
with a flat brick lintel containing marble corners and keystones. The
fenestration on each side facade reflects the theme of the end bays of
the front elevation with the recessed arches repeated on the odd
alternate bays of the five bhay side facade.

A fine, marble string course, ornamented with guttae only over the
fenestration in the central pavilion engirds the building at the
entablature, separated from the plain, extended cornice by brick coursing.
The cornice is crowned with a marble capped brick parapet that reduces
the visual height of the hipped roof. The parapet is enhanced with
turned marble ballusters over the entrance fenestration and blind marble
panels atop the brick arched bays of the side facades and ends of the
front elevation.

The | obby, entered through the original wood muntined glass vestibhule,

is unaltered with the exception of newer fluorescent lighting. The floor
o s surfaced with red and brown flashed tile, bordered with dark marble

surrounds. The walls are faced with Vernmont Brocaddillo marble wains-

cotting , and the high plaster ceiling and walls neet at the nolded

plaster cornice.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Constructed i n1932, the M ddl eborough Post Office possesses integrity
of location, design, setting materials andworkmanship, aswell as
association with thePublic Wrks Act of 1926, ammended i n1931 and
later placed under theNewDeal's Public Wrks Administration, asa
response tohboth Post Office needs of space requirements and an attenpt
to stimulate thelocal econony, producing work for thegravely affected
construction trades. Additionally, this ediface i sa product of the
Federal Government's attenpt t oestablish, or reestablishits strong
image. |t thus neets National Register criteria A andC

The econonmic outlook of M ddl eborough prior t ot he 1929 Depression was
not strong. Perpetual labor difficulties with thelarge shoe industry
and the woolen mills negated thestrong econonmic surge sweepingthe
country and, with thelater closing of the Atwood Box Factory, t he
cranberry industry became t heprime, although sporadic, |abor basei n
the coiranunity.

The advent of theDepression also drastically altered the inmplementation
of theFederal Governnent's building program Vhile thecalls of "Pork
Barrel" still echoed i nthehalls of Congress, nore consideration was
now given totheactual Federal 'need i nlocal comunities, and
spatial requirements of agencies, such as t hePost Office Departnent
took precedence over theearlier 'logrolling'. NMany comunities with
no previous federal association nowreceived their first Federal
structure, normally i ntheform of a post office. Early i n the
Depression, theHoover Administration attenpted t o present or inprove
the image of t heFederal Governnment at thelocal level, while at the
sane time, open up a short-term |abor market t o ease unenpl oynment.

M ddl eborough hadlittle comercial construction during the 1920's.
Wth theexception of one-story commercial buildings on Center Street,
the maj or projects consisted of St. Luke's Hospital i n1920, and
McLean's Georgian High School i n1926, which replaced theromanesque
building, located adjacent to Town Hall. The newPost Office was to
be theonly major, 'downtown' construction of this period, untilthe
Union Street School was erected i n 1937.
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The site selected for thenew Post Office, by theTreasury officials,

is interesting and not i nkeeping with thestandard policy for second
class post offices. While theTreasury's normal requirements dictated
that thelocation be ' not equal' totheprime, comercial [locations

in thecommunity, the Mddleborough Post Office i ssituated inwhat was
the heart of thecomercial area and one block fromthetow's main
intersection. Originally thesite of thePierce Acadeny, founded i n
1808, theancient building was i sa state of disrepair. Oaned byt he
Central Baptist Society, thebuilding had housed theY.MC A, several
fraternal organizations, theTenperence Union, the4thDistrict Court

and thepolice station i nits better days. Despite strenuous opposition
by local merchants and thecitizenry i ngeneral the Society, whose Church
was imediately totherear of this property, sold thesite to the
Federal Government.

The building was designed i n1931 by t he Treasury Architects, with Janes
A Wtnore, an attorney, as acting Supervising Architect. Louis A
Sinmon, later credited as thefather of "Starved Classicism', wasi n
control of this project as Office Supervisor however, and t heplans were
compl eted by Messrs. Morganstein, MDaniel and Bacon of the Treasury
Staff. Later attenpts touse private architectural firms under t he
Roosevelt Administration, tocreate professional enployment, would |ead
to enforced 'payless vacations' of one week per nonth for these Federal
enpl oyees.

The M ddl eborough Post Office i sa splendidpresentationof Late
Renai ssance Revival, with grand Palladianfenestration i nthemin
facade but without however, thetotal, rigid formality denanded of
his pure style. Inmpressive i nitssurroundings, this building
contrasted i tscolonial, gothic and Victorian neighbors and presents
a bold scaled form of nonumentality that conpliments it ssurroundings
while dignifying and stabilizing thelocale. The building stands on
its own merit. The marble ornamentation commends t hefamiliar brick
facades and presents a comfortable and reassuring synbol of stability
and Federal Presence tothecomunity. The architects succeededi n
presenting a classical ediface that expressed power and organization
- . of theFederal Covernment i nan eclectic, but not vernacular style.
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July 29, 1986

The Bonorabl e Jor» P, Heal ey
Town Manager, Town of K <5dl ebor ough

Town Hal | K] >
Ni ckerson Avenue
M ddl ebor ough, M\ 02346 I .

Dear Town Manager Heal ey:

The 0.3. Ro<&d Service I nconjunction with theMassachusetts State Historic
Preservation Officer i nBoston has evaluated the Min Post Officein

M ddl eborough and has determned it is significant froman historical

Vi ewpoi nt .

In view of theabove evaluation, theQS Postal Service intends tononlnate
this building tothe National .Register of Historic Places. He would, priorto
our taking formal action, appreciate receiving your concurrence.

If you concur with our proposed action, kindly return a signed copy of this
letter intheenclosed envel ope.

Sincerely,

Gegory Gllelan<? /
CGeneral Manager

Goncur;

Sncl osure

cc: Pile 0018E
Readi ng
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UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE

FACILITIES SERVICE CENTER
REAL ESTATE DIVISION
WINDSOR, CONNECTICUT 06006-0330

Septenber 1, 1987

M. Carol D Shull SN "
Chi ef of Regi stration

Nat i onal Regi ster of Hi storic Pl aces L

National Park Service / e -
Departnent of Interior v. ! -

Washington, OC 20240- 1002

Dear M. Shul |: " o *

Ihe Postal Service is pleased t osubmt nomnations for the
followmng Post Office facilities:

119 HmSt., Wrcester Count?/ M Ubury, M

217 Gormerical St., Branstable O)unty, Pr ovi ncet own, ['1A:

37 Taunton Qeen, Bristol County, Taunton, M

2 Abbott St., M ddl esex Gounty, Véburn, M\

58 Church St », \rcester Count y, Vhitinsville, M

321 Main St., Mddlesex Gounty, Wakefield, M

48\Waterford Rd., M ddl esex County, W nchester, MA
75 Park St., Bri st ol County, Attleboro, MA

90 Center St., Pynmouth County, M ddl eborough, A

©O~NOUTAWNE

Sone of these nomnations were submtted previously and returned in
order that full quadrangle naps could be included. This has been :
done inall cases. :

Shoul d there be any questions concerning these nomnations, please
do not hesitate to call ne on 203-285- 7181.

Sincerely,

Wlliam S Mncrief o
Real Estate Specialist, Principal

Encl osur es

cc.  John Sorenson
Real ty Acquisition Specialist, Principal
VMshi ngton, [OC

F 419



