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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Cooper House on Front Street is the most architecturally interesting 
house in Dardanelle, a small port city on the Arkansas River. According 
to local tradition the architecture of this late nineteenth century house 
was inspired by river steamers, and in some ways it does resemble a grounded 
steamboat. The bay windows and porch protrusions on either side of the entry 
resemble steamboat prows. The second storey facade has three small balconies 
centered over the entry and each bay. These flat roofed balconies are 
reminiscent of captain's bridges. A third 11 steamboat style11 feature is found 
in the two round windows which flank the center balcony. These circular 
windows resemble portholes, thus adding a final touch to the nautical 
effect of the house. 

The basic floor plan of the Cooper House is ell shape with the east facade 
across the long leg of the ell. The front portion of the house is two 
stories high while the rear extension is only one and one-half stories. 
About 40 a one storey addition, enclosing part of the original back porch, 
was made at the rear of the house. At the same time a screened porch was 
added to the south elevation of the front portion of the house. A cross 
gable roof with several gabled dormers covers the white frame structure. 

The most interesting features of the Cooper House are displayed on the facade. 
A one storey flat roofed porch extends across the facade, protruding on 
either side of · t~e · main · entry. The porch cornice has pointed dentils and 
a row of spindle work below the frieze. Ornamental brackets are paired 
at each angle of the · trreg~tarl~ s~a~ed 1 ~orch. 

A double door entry and two bay windows are covered by the porch. Each 
three sided bay has three separate windows, with the center window almost 
twice as 'wi:de as ·the narrower side windows. A transom-1 ike ' light surrounded 
by colored glass fills the top of each center window. Pilasters similar 
to the turned porch posts and horizontal panelling under each window further 
decorate the bays. 

The second storey features three small balconies centered over the downstairs 
entry and bay windows. Except for a plain railing over crossed strips of 
wood, these balconies are trimmed much 1 ike the porch below. The door oper1ing 
onto each balcony contains small square and rectangular 1 ights of colored 
glass surrounding a clear pan~. ' Circular windows with stained glass separate 
the three balconies. 

From the irregular roof line of the house project eight gables, seven of 
which are trimmed with bargeboard and spindlework in the gable ends. Exterior 
window and door surrounds are uniformly plain. 

The ornate trim on the exterior of the Cooper House is repeated to a lesser 
extent on the interior. The central hallway is lined with narrowly panelled 
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wainscot. Decorative features on the curved stairway include turned balusters, 
a round panelled newel post and scroll cut woodwork trim. Wide grooved wood­
work is used in baseboards and window and door surrounds. 

The Cooper House rests on a corner lot facing the Arkansas River. Still 
in very good condition, it displays the skill of the unknown carpenter/ 
craftsman who fashioned the house in the 1890's. 
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The Cooper House in Dardanelle, Arkansas displays an architectural style 
described by local residents as 11 steamboat Gothic. 11 The facade does indeed 
have several features reminisce~of a steamboat, including prow- like 
protrusions of the first floor window bays and porch, and captain 1 s bridge 
balconies and porthole round windows on the second storey. The multi-gabled 
roof and the porch trim of spindle work and scrol 1 cut brackets give the 
house its Victorian Gothic appearance . 

The existence of several structures apparently built about the same time 
and with features similar to the Cooper House indicates that a single highly 
skilled craftsman was responsible for a number of houses in Dardanelle. 
The Cooper House is the most architecturally impressive house in the area 
and is an important local landmark. 

In 1889 John C. Brooks bought lots one and three in Brear1y 1 s Addition 
of Dardanelle, the lots on which the Cooper House now stands . Mr . Brooks 
probably built the present house soon af ter he porchased t he river front 
property. 

The 1880 census lists John C. Brooks as a thirty-five year old farmer with 
a wife and five children; however, the present owner of the Cooper House 
states that in the 1890 1 s Brooks owned and operated a sawmill. This would 
have greatly facilitated the construction of any house, but especially a 
house as heavily decorated with woodwork as the Cooper House . 

In 1905 Brooks sold the property to E. A. Jones for $1 ,000.00. Three years 
later the property again changed hands when Jones sold it to Joe T. Bray, 
owner of .a buggy and saddle shop. The Bray family retained the house 
till mid-century , and during their ownership the house received its only 
major alterati o ns. In t he 1940 1 s a screened porch- was added to the south 
elevation and a one storey room was added to the rear of the house. 

This architecturally interesting house has a quaint charm expressed through 
its unusual combination of architectural features. The small proportions 
of the house give it a cottage-like quality found rarely in an Arkansas house 
of this period. Its 11 steamboat Gothic 11 style is reminiscent of the era in 
which the Cooper House was built-- an era when Dardanelle was an active 
river port for steamboats on the Arkansas River . 
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