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2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of fo rm 
Photo number 

Exp, % Roll k 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

In Area no. Form no. 

l i | l - ^ ' 

I 1. Town 
V/orces te r 

Address 

Name 

2 King Street 

The Brightside 

Present use v a c a n t a f t e r f i r e 

Present owner. U n i t ed r i e a l t y Go, 
3"§(i9A Pa rk A v e , 

3. Description: VJorces te r , Mass , 

Date 1889 

Source 
e x t e r i o r d a t e plaqu? 

Style r.oraanesque R e v i v a l 

Architect I ' ^u l l e r & De lano 

Exterior wall fabric b r i c k 
— ^ one-storey 

Outbuildings (describe)' co rn jne rc i a l b l o c k 

Other features sands tone t r i i r a n i n g s , 
e l a b o r a t e t e r r a c o t t a p a n e l s , ' e n t r y 

f l a n k e d by sanasoone colut.ins v ; lLh 
c a r v e d c a p i t a l s 

Altered some windows Date 

Moved no Date 

Lot size 

iq zjiziseol^hs/1 lo 
A s s e s s o r s ' Eook 6, p , 2 6 
L o t 19 1 9 , 5 0 6 s q , f t , 

One acre or less ^ Over one acre 

6 0 ' Approximate frontage 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

7' 

6. Recorded by_ B . R . P f e i f f e r 

Organization ^'O^c. I l e r i t a g e P r e s , Soc 

Date 1̂ 0 V ember 1977 

(over) 

30M-5-77 



7. Original owner (if known) <J"»S. Buck ( b u i l d i n g n o t i c e ) ; R ichard T, Buck ( I896 

Original use apartment house A t l a s ) 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates saj7ie ( p r e s e n t l y vacant) 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
"The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

X 

X 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

The Brightside i s a four-storey b r i c k apartment house v/ith a symme­
t r i c a l facade (south), j^lanked on either side by semi-circular bays, 
the central section of the facade contain.5. an entry framed by sandstone 
columns w i t h s p i r a l l e d f l u t i n g and ornate capitals at the f i r s t storey. 
Above the entry i s a balcony w i t h an o r i g i n a l i r o n r a i l i n g (2d storey) 
and terracotta panels (2d and 3^ s t o r i e s ) , one of which bears the name 
"Brightside", Above the f o u r t h storey i s a rock-faced sandstone cornice, 
b r i c k parapet, sandstone date plaque fraraed by engaged coluians and 
o r i g i n a l i r o n r a i l i n g s over both bay windovr stacks. Side walls of the 
structure are la r g e l y undecorated. Although currently vacant follox-ring 
a minor f i r e , the Brightside i s i n mostly o r i g i n a l condition, and remains 
Worcester's most ornate early apartment house. 

B u i l t during the f i r s t wave of apartment house construction i n the 
v i c i n i t y of Main Street south, the Brightside was among the most ex­
pensive buildings of i t s type, costing î [|.0,000 to b u i l d i n I888, 
i ^ r t h e r , the building's unicue sandstone and terr a c o t t a ornament indicate 
that the building's architects prepared the design to order, unlike a 
large nuiaber of s l i g h t l y l a t e r apartm.ent houses, which appear to have 
been b u i l t according to several standardized plans. 

Also located on the Brightside's l o t i s a one-storey block of stores 
which are of imrelated his tor;/ and which have no effect on the Brightside's 
significance. This one-storey commercial block i s included merely be­
cause i t shares an undivided l o t v/ith the Brightside, 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

Engineering and Building Record, v o l , XIX, March 16, l889* P» 
(building notice) 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304 


