FORM B - BUILDING

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form
Photo number

Exp, % Roll k

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north.

iq Zjiziseol*hg/110

(over)

30M-5-77

. Recorded by _

In Area no. Form no.

i|1-A"

V/orcester
. Town
Address 2 King Street
Name The Brightside
Present use vacant after fire

Present owner.Unit ed riealty Go,
3'§(i9A Park Ave,

. Description:  VJorcester, Mass,

Date 1889

exterior date plagu?
Source piaq

Style r.oraanesque Revival
Architect |'Muller & Delano

Exterior wall fabric brick
— one-storey
Outbuildings (describe)' cornjnercial block

Other features sandstone triiranings,
elaborate terracotta panels,' entry

flanked by sanasoone colut.ins v;lLh
carved capitals

Altered some windows Date

Moved no Date

A ssessors' Eook 6, p,26
Lot 19 19,506 sq,ft,

One acre or less N Qver one acre

60'

Lot size

Approximate frontage

Approximate distance of building from street
7!

B.R. Pfeiffer

Organization ~'O”c. lleritage Pres, Soc

Date OVember 1977



7. Original owner (if known) <J»S Buck (building notice); Richard T, Buck (1896

Original use apartment house Atlas)

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates sg7ie (presently vacant)

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural X Exploration/ Science/

"The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development X Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

The Brightside is a four-storey brick apartment house v/iith a symre-
trical facade (south), LAlanked on either side by sem -circular bays,
the central section of the facade contain.5. an entry framed by sandstone
colums with spiralled fluting andornate capitals at the first storey.
Above t he entry is a balcony with anoriginal iron railing (2d storey)
and terracottapanels (2d and 3™ stories), one of which bears the nane
"Brightside", Above the fourth storey is arock-faced sandstone cornice,
brick parapet, sandstone date plaque fraraed by engaged coluians and
original iron railings over both baywndovr stacks. Side walls of the
structure arelargely undecorated. Although currently vacant follox-ring
a mnor fire, the Brightside isinmosth original condition, andremains
Worcester's nost ornate early apartment house.

Built during the first wave of apartment house construction in the

vicinity of Main Street south, the Brightside was anong the nost ex-
pensive buildings of itstype, costing i"[|.00000 tobuild in 1888,

I"rther, the buirlding's unicue sandstone andterracotta ornanment indicate
‘s architects prepared the design t oorder, unlike a

htly later apartment houses, which appear t ohave

t

oseveral standardized plans.

|
that the building's
| arge nuiaber of slig
been built according
Also located on the Brightside's |ot is a one-storey block of stores

which are of imrelated histor;/ andwhich have no effect on the Brightside's
significance. This one-storeY comercial block is included merely be-
cause i t shares anundivided | ot v/ith the Brightside,

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)

Engi neering and Building Record, vol, XIX, March 16, [889* P»
(building notice)
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Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304



