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The Lake street Fire Station i slocated at t henorthwest corner of Lake and
Richnond streets on'"a site which overlooks theHeywood-Wakefield Manufacturing
compl ex (potential NR)« Built i n1884, thefire station i sa two and one-half
storey brick structurecontaining elements of italianate and VictorianGothic design
to which one-storey wing has been added at t hestation's southwest corner. The main
(original) body of thestation has a rectangular plan and i senclosed by a slate-r
covered pitched roof.

The facade (southeast elevation) i snearly symmetrically arranged containing four
| ow-arched entries forengines i nitsnorthern four bays and a smaller entry i nits
sout hernnmost bay. Each of thefour entriesrises from a dressed granite base t oan
undecorated brick arch. 1 ti slikely that these arches were added t ot he building
in theearly twentieth century, replacing an unknown original arrangenent of entries.
Centered at t hefacade's second storey i sa three-sided oriel wi ndow which i sflanked by
two wi dely spaced wi ndows on each side. Each w ndow except theoriel, contains 2/2
sash set i nabrick surround with a rock-faced stone sill and | ow-arched head with stone
springers. The cornice i sset on a base of brick corbelling and i sdecorated with
paired brackets. Centered above thecornice i sa decorative gable containing an ocul us®

End walls (southwest and northeast) were originally identical, althoughthe
sout hwest elevation i snowpartially blocked by a one-storey addition. Each end
el evation contained three symmetrically placed wi ndows at both thefirst andsecond
stories. These windows areset i nsurrounds, identical tothose of thefacade's
second storsy. Above t hesecond storey each end wall has a high gable, trinmed by
brick corbelling and a cornice with paired brackets. Symmetrically placed i n each
gable aretwow ndows (2/2sash) set i nundecorated, arched surrounds with rock-faced
stone sills.

The station'srear (northwest) elevation makes use of t he sanme decorative el e-
ments found elsewhere i nthestructure, but i sasymmetrically arranged. At the
station's southwest corner i sa rectangular-plan addition, one-storey high with a
flat roof. Built i n1939 and faced with brick laid up i na stretcher bond, this
wi ng has blank elevations except foritsfacade (southeast). The facade i sthree bays
long and contains three rectangular entries forautomobiles. Each of these entries
contains a wood-and- gl ass panel |l ed door similar tothose of thefour engine entries;
these doors arelikely t ohave been added at thesane time diiring the md-twentieth
century.
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