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This sugar producing complex consists of two structures: a windmill where 
sugar cane was pressed to extract its juice, and the main building where the juices 
were processed.

I. Windmill- The windmill is a truncated cone, M-0 feet high, 28 feet in diameter 
at iTs base, and standing on a promontory next to and North of the main processing 
plant. Its walls are built entirely of local river stone, granite blocks, and 
brick held together with a cementitious mixture. Its interior space is divided 
vertically into four levels framed in wood. The sugar cane pressing equipment 
located in the first level was driven by a wood shaft which in turn was driven 
by the wings of the windmill through a series of gears in the uppermost level. 
The first level connects to the outside through four arched openings of different 
widths and heights oriented in the specific directions called for by the 
circulation in and out of the mill. The wood floors and framing of the different 
levels, gears, wings, and grinding equipment have disappeared but could be replaced, 
The remaining structure is in good condition, structurally sound and restorable.
II. Processing Plant- This building consists of a nave oriented North-South, 
137 feet long by 35 feet wide and no more than 20 feet at its highest point, where 
sugar cane juices coming from the windmill went through a repeated process of 
filtration and boiling. The portion of the nave closest to the windmill and where 1 
the boilers were located has a brick floor on grade, the rest of the, space being 
a wood floor with a crawl space under it. The nave is approached by two ramps, 
east and West, where the floor level is above grade. It is flanked by a room 30 
feet by M-2 feet on its East side, by another room 22 feet by 37 feet on its South 
side where ^he,, a,lready11 proces,sed, juices were set to evaporate and sugar crystals 
were formed, and by a shed roof on its West side which protected the openings 
through wh^cti, t^e (bo?Ller; fi.re wa,s,,fqd.,,- f All ; walls, as in the windmill, are built 
of local river stone, granite blocks, and brick. Roofs, none of which still stand, 
consisted of wood joists and ̂ lay roofing.tiles,- (a large amount of roofing tiles 
have been found in the excavation and were a typical roofing material for this 
kind of structure in the Caribbean) . The North end of thernave,. about 60 feet 
long, is now destroyed as well as the smokestack, leaving only the base of walls 
and a brick floor. The remaining structural stone walls are in a ruinous state 
but still structurally sound.

The town of Guayama has expanded South, in the direction of the complex the 
property remaining being 22, 655 sq meters or approx, 5.5 acres which how belong 
to the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. An avenue on its Southern limit now in this 
process of construction, will be the property's main access. This building site 
is being cleared and excavations are in progress under the direction of the 
Institute de Cultura Puertorriquena. Still to be excavated is the area of the 
boilers and stack and the area around the windmill. Plans and specifications for 
the restoration will then be prepared by the Institute. It will become the only 
museum on the island dedicated to the sugar industry.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Since its establishment in Puerto Rico at the beginning of the 16th century, 
the sugar cane industry has been one of the principal industries to a point where 
in the early decades of the 20th century it became the axis of all agricultural, 
industrial, and commercial activities. This industry has had a deep influence in 
creating Puerto Rican racial, social and cultural backgrounds.

The significance of this sugar cane processing plant strives on the fact that 
it is the only example of industrial architecture of an early date on the island, 
and the only remaining windmill. The structures are built of rounded riverstones, 
cut granite blocks, and some brick while industrial construction of a later date 
was brick masonry. Rounded river stones and granite are also materials readily 
available in this area. Detailing in the main building seems to indicate that 
it was built in different stages, the central nave being the earliest. Window and 
door detailing is particularly different rooms.

Socially it represents a period in Puerto Rican History -when slavery was the 
sole manpower for this industry. A slave uprising in this complex during the 
early part of the 19th. Century is recorded and slave ownership-documents of the 
same still exist in private hands in the city of Guayama but have been offered as 
permanent exhibit once the complex becomes a museum.

We know that b<y 1910 the complex was already abandoned but have been unable 
to find the specific date of its construction. Research is being done in this
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