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The Mapl e-Union Corners District i slocated at theintersectionof Maple and Uni on
Streets which |Iiealong thebrow of thefirst river terrace east of thecenter of
Springfield. The district i sconposed of twolarge detached houses on t he east side
and two groupings of townhouses on thewest side. Thebuildings are of mixed resi-
dential and comrercial use.

77 Maple Street was built i n1832 as t he Female Seminary. Originally three stories
in height, thebuildingi sbrick andhas aridge roof. 1 n1843thethird floor was
removed andt hebuilding converted t oa residence. A two-story front porch, which
was subsequently taken off, was also added at this time. The buildingi sthree bays
wide. | tispainted white andhas black shutters. The facade openings arelarge and
have 8 over 12 lights. A small brick addition was made on t henorthern side i n the
twentieth century andi sused as a covered entrance and foyer for rear offices.

83 Maple Street i sa two-story brick house built i n1841. |t has a | owhipped roof
and an el aborate two-story portico supported by fluted colums. The facade has floor-
length windows with 6 over 9 lights, while ontheUnion Street side openings are 6
over 6. The one-story porch on Union Street was added i n 1890 and i s approached by
brownstone steps. The small | ot i sw 11-landscaped t oprotect thehone fromt he
brash intrusions of what have becone t wo of central Springfield snost heavily trav-
eled streets.

O t hewest side of Maple Street i sthetrio of townhouses, nunbers 80-84, con-
structed by Abel Howe i n1870. Each townhouse was originally three bays wide, two
stories i nheight and joined by a mansard roof. They were further defined by quoins,
segmental arched wi ndow mol ding, aw de frieze, andtwo pedinented dornmers i n the
roof. The twonorthernmost houses (80 and 82) had a do\able entrance crowned by a

flat roof andornamented with globular drops from t he supportive brackets. The
towhhouse on t hecorner (nunber 84) had a similar, butsingle, entrance. Today

only 80 Maple Street survives i na nearly unaltered exterior appearance. | nthe mi d-
1940 ' s t hemansard story was renoved from nionber 84 along with itsentrance, and
nunber 82 had an entirely new facade added.

The doubl e townhouse (nunbers 76 and 78) at t hecorner of Maple and Park Streets was
built i n1879. Itisalso brick andi stwostories i nheight with a mansard roof.

A corner tower on thenortheast side of thebuildingi sthree storieswith a pyram dal
slate roof. Rough-cut brownstone i sused for lintels andsills and i scombined with
ornamental brickwork t oprovide a sense of horizontal continuityalong the facade.
Two chi meys protrude slightly from thePark Street elevation, andtheir vertical
nature counteracts thehorizontal bandwork. The double front entrance porch has a
stick-style effect, andthere arepedimented dormers i ntheroof. 1| nl1914a two-
story garage was added t ot herear of nunber 76 andthis section was changed for use
as anoffice i n1938. A two-story rear additionwas made t onunber 78 i n 1953.
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The Maple-Union Corners District i sanexanple of thefine houses which grew up with
the devel opment of this hill area i nSpringfield andas theresidences of a number
of citizens who played a prom nent role i nSpringfield history.

In the 1820's Maple Street was extended southerly andUnion Street was laid out from
Main Street t oWalnut Street, thus presaging themd-nineteenth century devel opment
of these hill sections. Thefirst building i ntheMaple-Union Corners District

was t he Fenale Seminary (77 Maple Street) which i soneof si xsurviving structuresi n
Springfield designed andbuilt by Sinmon Sanborn. Sanborn cane t oSpringfield i n 1811
as Asher Benjamin's representative fortheconstruction of Janes Byer's house (nhow
known as t he Al exander House, located i nt he Quadrangl e-Mattoon Street National Reg-
ister District). Sanborn remained i nSpringfield, andover theneist thirty-five
years received numerous comm ssions for residences of thetown's growing upper class,
two churches, mills andcommercial buildings, town hall, county jail and nodest
residences.

Sanborn's Female Seminary served as a girls' school until 1835when it began acceptin<®.
mal e students as aresult of pressure from parents at thenearby US Armry whose
children were not allowed t oattend town schools. Duet o high costs the school

noved t ot he headmaster's home i n1843 and 77 Maple Street was altered for residential
use. Frederick H Harris, president of theThird National Bank of Springfield, [lived
in thehouse for fifty years during thelate nineteenth andearly twentieth centuries.

The house constructed onthenortheast corner of Maple and Union Streets (nunber 83)
was built onthesouthern portion of theSemnary's playground i n1841. Archi-
tecturally it i sthemost outstanding i nthedistrict andcertainly oneof the finest
of Springfield' s homes. Theoriginal owner was Solymon Merrick, inventor of the
nonkey wrench andwel | - known manufacturer. The house was purchased i n 1847 by Ansel
Phel ps, then an attorney for theWstern Railroad (subsequently renamed t heBoston
and Al bany Railroad), andlater thecity's fourth mayor. Phelps died i n1860 and
for therest of thecentury thehone was i nt he hands of t he Alden family, a prom
inent nane i nthelocal wool industry.

The western side of thedistrict was opened up for devel opment i ntheearly 1850's
with thelaying out of Park Street from Main t oMaple. At t henorthwest corner of
Mapl e and Union Streets thetrio of townhouses (numbers 80,82 and 84) was erected

in 1870. 1 n1879t hedotthle townhouse (numbers 76 and 78) was bhuilt onthe site

of arecently razed house which hadbeen built i n1854. These rapid changes illus-
trate thegrowth Springfield was experiencing atthis time andtheimportance of a
fashionabl e hone on Maple Street.

continued
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Anmong theresidents of thetownhouses on t hewest side of Maple Street were Francis

H Fuller (80), areal estate broker who i shest renmenbered for hi sbhlock at Main
and Bridge Streets; Elbert Alden (82), a wool en manufacturer; and Ednmund Chapin(84),
president of t heJohn Hancock National Bank. The double townhouse was constructedf or
Seth Hunt and hi s son David. Seth was treasurer of the Connecticul River Railroad

for thirty-five years.

The four structures i ntheMaple-Union Corners District illustrate thechanges taking
place i nSpringfield i nthelate nineteenth century. Real estate values had risen
so that i twas no longer practical toown large frontage on Maple Street, resulting
in thechange from t he detached houses on t heeast side tothebuilding of town-
houses on t hewest side. The district further offers a lesson i nthe nineteenth

century development i narchitectural expression through a comparison of thetwo
sides of thedistrict.
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PAUL GUZzzI

157 ri 11976

M. David Look

National Register

National Park Service
Departnent of the Interior
Véshi ngt on, DBC 20240

Dear Dave:

In response to your request for a better photograph of #77 Maple Stxest

in the MadeLfnax)n Corners nomination (Hanpden County, MA), | an enclosing
a print which we just received today. | amsorry that the photographer
wrote on the copy submitted to us.

If there are any other questions on this nomination, please do not hesitate
to contact me

Sincerely yours.

Judy D. Ddds
National Register Editor
Massachusetts Historical Conmission
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MAPLE UN ON GORN\ERS

76--84 Maple St.
|8117-1870 area of Springfield designed by Sinon Sanborn;

area altered, 1879, but substantially intact.

Residential area developed with growth of town; prom nent

residents included Abel Howe and Sol ynon Merri ck,

inventor of t he nonkey vnrench.
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