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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE^/

The Henry Champion ~ T ouse is an unusual house set back from the 
road behind a larp;e stone wall vri.th iron -^ates, well protected 
by trees. Its :-ymibrel roof. has s lony slope to the rear, extending 
to almost a lean-to incorporating an p---.ta.chod. shed on the north 
side. The? re is a one and a half stor- ell to the south s :/'e in 
t--e rear to which is attached a more modern conservatory or solarium 
with lony windows and a delicate balustrade on its flat roof. A 
tall brick chjjimey rises yrorn the far -./nd of f^e ell. J T /"assive 
tv;ln 'brie 1 : chimneys ar-'se r'ruii the ends o" tho v !O11_ se nroner, 
rivi.nr balance to the larre ;.O-T . Trie three dormers o' r> the ell 
resemble those on the front of tho main ;oart of the house, but are 
lackin- their elaborate detail . Those on the front roof have tri­ 
angular nediments -'.;ith mutules on ra]<::i.n^ and return cornices. The 
entry -oortico is c-:i/;m.lor^ ^rith triangular ^edimr;nt and mutules , but 
here there is a substantial rrier;e. T'.'-.o vrh.ole portico is supported 
on T onic coltumns. 1:he \ri de door,, nor^au- double-leaf but covered 
by a ctom door, is flarlred b*.-r doTi.ble-h.uii" r.ideli'-htrj. rrhc randoms 
at tho first floor level on the facade ?.UT- at i^otl: levels o!' the 
ends reflect the detail so readily found olscnvhere, v/ith mutules 
an;-; dentil v/ork. They liave flat nodi lor.vts ^nd a frieze. Sash is 
 oroner tvrelve over trrelve arran,reme]-tt t"-roir r out the main portion; 
an occasional windovr in the ell is nine over nine.

/The roo~p has vrood shr^les; the foundation is of stone./ In 1966 
when the property vras surveyed the roof was set o^f by a delicate 
balustrade such as that on the TOO:1" of t = '-e conservatory; it has 
since boon, removed.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Colonel Fenry Champion had. this house built for his son, General 
Henry Chamrdon, in 1790, in that part of Colchester known as 
B; estchester. ([The architect was " :xlliam S D rat> who J also designed 
the E'oaphroditus Champion Bouse in East Haddarr. and the Beming 
house in Bitchfield, both also architecturally important houses 
in Connecticut.

The Colonel (1723-1797) was an active man during the Revolution, 
was a deout;" to the general assembly, ?nd was deacon of the 
 h'Rtchester ( Colchester) Church, his son, Ceneral henry, fol­ 
lowed his father in many "ways. Born on : : arch lo, 1.7 £l, he served 
his country at an early a^e, bein~ -present as an ensign at the 
Lexinrton. .Blarn.. Fe was continuously an.d quickly oromoted, 
f'ou.ght at Bunker T BL11, and on January 1, 1776, -was made adjutant 
on the staff of Colonal Ba.mnel Billys. Because he was an acting 
major of the -hirst Battalion, Li^ht Brircade, at the capture of 
Ctony Point, Lonp: Island, he alvra.ys celebrated Btony Boint Bay, 
Ju.ly l5, at his Colchester horae.

T n addition to beinrr a military figure of some note, he was an 
important man in his community. Fe was a deputy to the general 
assembly in 1759, 1793-98, 1^00-180£, and an assistant from 1806

1828. As a financier, he was involved in the amount of BS^ 
in the Connecticut Land Company, and helped to obtain a charter 
for the ^hoenrijc B nnk in Fartford. As a result of his work in land 
settlement, Champion, Few vork and Champion, Ohio, were named for 
him.

His epitaph is as follows:
The patriotism of Ceneral Champion early led. him to join 

the army of the Revolution. Bo was a Brave ana efficient 
subaltern officer at the battle of Bunker Fill. Fe shared 
in the perilous retreat of trie American troons from Bong 
Island. Be rendered, essential services under Bosciusko in 
constructing the defences at hrost Point. Be led the First 
Fattalion of Connecticut T.i??ht Infantry at the capture of
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•/•/'8 Sin-nif icance

•5!tony Point. Subsequently he "xlleci many offices of 
honor and trust in his native State. By his talents 
and influence he "oremoted the welfare of the community
•where he resides. he died cheered by "the hone and 
sustained by the Drornises of the GosDel, leaving a 
memory respected by his friends , cherished b :r his 
family 9 and honorable to "the place of his birth. 1-

:rican Historical
Society, Inc.




