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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Constructed in the 1830's, the Simon Sager Cabin is representative of the 
rustic homes built by Arkansas pioneers in the early nineteenth century. 
It rests on its original site near the Oklahoma border in northwest 
Arkansas. 

The cabin is constructed of hand-hewn, squared logs which are joined with 
chamfer and notch. Limestone chinking is used to fill the spaces between 
the logs. Cedar shake shingles cover the cross gable roof, with clapboard 
set into the gable ends. 

The cabin consists of two rooms, set one behind the other. The ridge on 
the south room's gable roof runs east-west, while the gable ridge on the 
rear roof runs north-south. The front room is several feet higher than the 
rear room, thus giving the front room an unusual spaciousness for a log 
structure. 

The front slope of the south roof extends to cover the small front porch. 
Supported by three round posts, the porch shelters the single entry and 
the double-hung sash window west of the entry. On the west elevation of 
the front portion of the cabin is a massive sandstone chimney, which is 
original to the house. 

In 1965 the building was restored and made functional again. Restoration 
·· . work included replacing damaged roof beams, re-roofing with cedar shingles, 

replacing the plain door and window trim with rough cedar and replacing 
the deteriorated limestone chinking. 

Still resting on its original site, a gentle slope overlooking Sager Creek, 
the restored building is in excellent condition. Though a small college 
campus has grown up around Simon Sager's Cabin, it~ pastoral setting is 
still evident. 
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The Sager Cabin is believed to have been the first permanent residence ever 
constructed . in the Silo~ Springs area. In the mid-1830's Simon Sager, a 
German immigrant, moved his family to Arkansas' extreme northwest corner, 
homesteaded . .land and built the cabin which still bears his name. 

Born in Leipzig, Germany, in 1802, Simon Sager emigrated to the United 
States in 1832. He was accompanied by his wife Charlotte, their children 
and his four brothers. The Sager clan first settled in St. Louis, Missouri, 
where a colony of Germanimmigrantswas already established. The following 
year Simon Sager moved his family further west to Westport, Missouri. 
About 1834 the Sager's made a final move and settled at Siloam Springs, 
Arkansas. 

The cabin Sager built was a two-room structure of hand-hewn timbers joined 
with chamfer notching~ Lime chinking, recently restored, was used between 
the squared timbers and in the large stone fireplace. Tpe front room has 
a high ceiling, which is unusual in this rustic architectural style. 
Otherwise, the cabin typifies the simple pioneer homes built in early nine­
teenth-century Arkansas. 

In the 1850 census Sager identified himself as a cabinet-maker, and the 
sound construction of his cabin attests to his ability. Sager was also a 
successful farmer, as evidenced by Benton County's Products of Agriculture 
Census in 1850. In this record Sager valued his farm, implements and live~ 
stock at well over a thousand dollars. His biggest crops were oats and 
Indian corn, and the Sager farm produced over 800 bushels of each. 

During his thirty years in the Siloam Springs area, Sager was frequently 
involved in land transactions. In 1851 he sold his home and property 
overlooking Sager Creek to Charles De Armand. Though Sager remained in the 
area for the rest of his life, he no longer lived in the small cabin he 
built on his arrival there. 

At the outbreak of the Civil War several of Sager's sons volunteered for 
service in the Confederate army. During the course of the war Sager him­
self was killed. In 1864 he was murdered by a roving band of Indians who 
had crossed into Arkansas from the nearby Indian Territory. Sager is 
buried in a Siloam Springs cemetery. 
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In 1919 the Sager property was purchased by John Brown University as the 
site for their campus. For a number of years the building was used by 
agriculture classes, but eventually was abandoned. In 1965 the University 
began restoration of the cabin for its use as a small museum and informa­
tion center. 

As the first and oldest structure in Siloam Springs, the Simon Sager Cabin 
is the most imp,ortant historic landmark in the community. Architecturally, 
it typifies the small pioneer homes built in Arkansas during the territo­
rial and early statehood period. Its sound construction and continued 
survival make the cabin a fitting memorial to the area's first permanent 
settler, Simon Sager. 
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ARKANSAS HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION PROGRAM 

FIRST STATE CAPITOL • 300 WEST MARKHAM • LITTLE ROCK. ARKANSAS 72201 

January 8, 1976 

Mr. Charles A. Herrington 
Supervisor of Review 
NPS - National Register 
Department of Interior 
18th & C Streets, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Herrington: 

Two properties recently approved by the State Review Committee for 
nomination to the National Register need to be revie\ved by your 
office as soon as possible. We would appreciate your immediate con­
sideration of the Cleveland County Clerk's Office and the Simon 
Sager Cabin. 

The Cleveland County Historical Society is planning a centennial 
celebration for March, 1976. If possible, this group would like 
to formally announce the addition to the National Register of the 
Cleveland County Clerk's Office at their March celebration. 

-~-------

In April, 1976, John Brown University will be having a special 
ceremony involving the Simon Sager Cabin. University officials 
would like to have the cabln designated as a National Register prop­
erty by that time. 

Thank you for your special attention concerning these two nominations. 

Dianna Kirk, Historian 
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