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United States Department off the Interior

Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 1 wedily
National Register of Historic Places oeved e 11 1980
Inventory—Nomination Form ateentered jANy 1 3782

See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms
Type all entries—complete appticable sections

1. Name
historic Unitarian Society in Fall |Mve

and/or common same

2. Location

street & number 309 North Main Street not for publication
city, town Fall River vicinity of congressional district
assac Bristol 005
state M husetts o 025 county oode
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public X occupied agriculture museum
X bulldlng(s) X private unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment X religious
object WA"In process yes: restricted government scientific
being considered X yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property

The Unitarian Society i nFall River

drest & numba 309 North Main Street

city, town Fall River vicinity of ghgjssachusetts 02720

5. Location of Legal Description
Registry of Deeds

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc.

441 North Main Street

street & number

Fall River Massachusetts 02720

city, town state

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of theHistorical Assets
of the rommonweal t h has this property been determined eleglble? yes X no

dee 1978 federal X state county local

depogtary for aurvey records M assachusetts Historical Commisson
Boston Nfessachusetts

city, town state



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

excel | ent deteriorat ed unal tered origina site
good ruins altered * noved date | 860
* fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (If known) physical appearance

The Unitarian Societyof Fall River, founded i n 1832, constructed their Cothic Revival
style church i n 1835 at the southeast comer of Borden and Second Streets. The after-
math of Fall River's 1843 fire, which changed the character of the area surrounding
the church, resulted inits removal, i nnunbered pieces, toits Dresent site at 309
North Main Street i n 1860.

The church of the Unitarian Society inFall Rver i swood frane construction with

cl apboard sheathing. Informit isa sinple rectangular bl ock topped by a broad
pitched roof and fronted by a square central tower divided horizontallﬁ intothree
stages. Inoverall design, therefore, the church adheres closely to the Nw England
tradition of colonial meeting house construction \Niich preceeded it. Indetail,
however, it i s Gothic Revival. Double and triple |ancet wndows both i nthe body of
the church and i nthe tower are capped b% Gothic | abel, or hood, nol dings. The
coners of the square tower are definedby smaller, engaged pol ygonal towers topped
by crocketted spires. The first stage of the tower contains a slightly recessed
center entrance franed by a 4-centered, pointedarch supported on clustered, engaged
colonettes. Above this archa flat |abel noulding joins with the projecting nol ded
course above it to define the upper limt of the first stage and the base, or sill,
of the second stage of the tower. This isoccupied by atriple lancet w ndow which
rises to a point above the ridge of the church roof. A belfry i nwhich hangs a Paul
Revere bel | conprises the uppernost stage of the tower. Tripartite |ouvered panels
in eachwall of the belfry are Gothic-arched and capped by a flat |abel nolding.

Got hi ¢ omanent ation al so conprises the base of each panel. The tower is caﬁped by
a crenellated parapet above a wooden comi ce ormanented with dimnutive Gothic arches.
The tops and spires of the four comer towers sweep up to a point well abovethe

par apet . o

Mich of the original interior detailing of the Unitarian Society's Fall River church
remains i nplace although sone changes were nade during the |ater nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries. The original were, for instance, replacedby the
existing ones shortly after the tum of the century. A vestry was built inthe
previously unfinished basenent of the church i n 1895.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture- . religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 . agriculture - economics literature . sculpture
1600-1699 . architecture . education military social/
1700-1799 art . engineering music humani tarian
1800-1899 . commerce . exploration/settlement philosophy . theater
1900- . communications . industry politics/government . transportation
. Invention . other (specify)
Speci fic dates /""" jgipQ Bui | der/ Archi t ect

St at ement of Significance (In one paragraph)

The church of the UnitarianSociety i nFall River possesses integrity of [ocation,

design, materials, and workmanship, andw th its traditional colonial neeting house
formoverlaid with Gothic Revival detail, is avery good exanpl e of the tyﬁe of church
structure which began to bebuilt in Nw Engl and during the [ate 1820s. Is church,

with the others like it, |ooked both backward and forward stylistically whenit was
constructed i n 1835. Said to be a copy of the Pilgrims' Church inH meuth, Massachusett s
(destroyed by fire inthe [ate nineteenth century), the Unitarian Society's neeting

house i s the ol dest church buil d| ng i nFall River that continues to be occupied by

the denomnation which erected it

The UnitarianSociety i nFall Rver was founded i n 1832 by peopl e dissatisfied with
the narrowness and spiritual orthodoxy of the five churches already existi n? I nthe
conmunity. My even wal ked as far as Newport, Fhode Island to hear Or. WlliamE
Channi ng speak. Noteworthy anong the mnisterstothe UnitarianSociety's Fall River
church was the Reverend Samuel Longfel | ow, brother of Henry Wadsworth Longfel | ow.
DJrln? hismnistry from1848to 1851, Longfellow was al so chai rman of the Fall River
School Conmttee and influential inthe establishment of the city's ﬁubl i chigh
school. The Reverend Joshua Young, m nister from 1868 t o 1875, was known f or havi ng
preached John Brown's funeral sernon after he was executed at Charlestown, Virginia
In 1859. Sone of the great Ereachers of Ny, England have al so spoken fromthe
Unitarian Society pulpit: the Reverend Janes Feenan C ark; the Reverend Edward
Everett Hale; and Harvard's Dr. Sanuel Eliot.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Fuller, Ethel. History of theUnitarian Society of Fall River, 1930

"Historical Rem niscences," scrapbook of theUnitarian Society of
Fal | River, conpiled 1860-1895.

Oral tradition by senior nenbers of theUnitarian Society, 1979.

10. Geographical Data Abaoiiai: ml MI"M

Acreage of nominated property 18,715 sq. ft~
Quadrangle name Fall River
UMT References

scale "*24000 _
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Verbal boundary description and justification

P ease refer tothe attached city engineering nap.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state y|//4~ code county code

state code county code

11« Form Prepared By
namefite Anne Booth, Consultant, with Reverend Bruno J. Visco, Unitarian Society in Fall River
organizetion Massachusetts Historical Commisson  jate September 1980

dregt & num)a 294 Washington Street telephone 617-727-8470
Boston state Nb-ssachusetts

city or town
12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state Is:

national X state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that It has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth buthe Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature  ""jJ"ULpt.

Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical GComm ssion date r/ /] f/A

title
For HCRS use only
I hereby certify that this rty is included In the National Register
Entered I n the date
: . National Hegl Bter
per of the National Register
Attest: date

of Registration

GPO 938 835
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EVALUATION / RETURN SHEET

Property Working No. ~'AAANToANAA
Stat*. CountY- Y)*" [N tatiy ' Fed. Reg. Dat":/
Federal Agency: Date ZiMn"-AZ-fANy[SIAN :
Action: "-iTACCEPT ylyn|
resubmission Entered In tliQ RETURN
nomination by person or local government Hational Eegister. REJECT
owner objection photos—:.
Jippeal maps £~ |/
Substantive Review: sample request . appeal NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom. /Criteria
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Pescription

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

7. Pescription

. ST*

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity
alterations/integrity
dates

boundary selection

P/\



8. Slgnificanca

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas
checlted

relating significance to
the resource

context
relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Qeographical Pata

UmMT

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

Ylia avaluatad atjnifiooo ot iWs property afMMn the Mais ts:

at alalt local

13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date.

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached

Phone:

sheet

202

272 -3504

































Citp d full 3Ribe, iHGSSjSIW

CARLTON M. VIVEIROS CHE (SnuEimmEnt (EcntEf J-JANJNJINNdINU
32U Eiuer. iilaHBad|UBEB D2722 CO-0.U,..ro.
(B17) B75-BO11

r\l_V_A: .| ) Oct>6ber 16, 1980
OCTPOIQJO* y

MASS. HiaTi GOMMV

Patricia L. Weslowski

State Historic Preservation Officer
M assachusetts Historical Commission
294 Washington Street

Boston, Massachusetts 02108

Dear Pat:

This office i si nfull support of thenomnation of theUnitarian

Church i nFall River totheNational Register. The church group has
strived over theyears t omaintain this structure's majestic integrity
This structure i spresently the iDldest standing house of worship i n the
City. The nomnation of this structure tothe National Register i s
appropriate duetoit's architectural andhistorical properties.

Sincerely Yours,

William R Hargravel
Coordinator

VWRH dm
cc. Mayor's Office

Fall River Historical Comm ssion
Historical Society



Citj) of Jfall ,~vibcr, Oln"ml)umti
tHtaicd (SommBam

October 22, 1980

Patricia L. Wesl owski

State Historic Preservation Officer
Massachusetts Historical Commi ssion
294 Washi ngton Street

Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

Dear Ms. Wesl owski :
This letter shall serve t osupp
i

the National Register of the Unita
the City of Fall River.

rt the nomnationt o
n Church located I n

D O

The nom nation of the Unitarian Church to youfrom
the local Commssion is onecfthe first structures that
the Commssion officially acted upon andthereforet he
Comm ssion i s nore than anxious t oseethe ?rogess for
nom nation continued as it has been nearly twoyears since
the Comm ssion's vote.

~ Therefore, as chairman cf the local Commssion | urge
nomination without reservation.

Very truly yours,

Nl . fr. A'yke
Richard P. St; Pierre, Chairnman
Fall River Historical Conm ssion

RPSt Prsp



CARLTON M.

CT

Citp of Jfall Mtn, MaiUt\)umiti

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

VIVEIROS BARBARA E. SULLIVAN

MAYOR ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

ALAN A. SILVA

SPECIAL ASSISTANT
TO THE MAYOR

RECEIVED

February 22, 1982 vr'l ~' 1D

Ms. Patricia L. Wesl owsKki M3S H3L MU

State Historic Preservation Officer
Executive DirdctQr

Massacnusetts Historical Comm ssion
294 Washi ngton Street

Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

Dear Mrs. Wesl owski :

Tne City of Fall River i spleased that theUnitarian Society's
church structure i sgaining therecongnition i tjustly deserves, being the
ol dest church building i nFall River under continous use. Placenment of this
structure i ntheNational Register of Historic Places would help celebratethe
150th Anniversary of theorganization of theUnitarian Society i nFall River,
(1832-1982).

Personally, and speaking for thecitizens of Fall River, we whole-
heartedly support this nom nation.

Very truly yours.

n A Silva
Special Assistant totheMyor

AAS: er

cc: The Unitarian Society
The Office of Historic Preservation
Fall River Historical Conm ssion



