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CONDITION

The Gold Brook Covered Bridge consists of a single span supportdd
by two flanking timber Howe trusses. Each truss incorporates
iron suspension rods which connect the top and bottom chords be-
tween the diagonal timber braces and counter braces; there are
two suspension rods between adjoining sets of timber braces.
The original timber deck beams have been replaced with railroad
rails laid both perpendicular and parallel to the bottom chords
to support the bridge floor.

The Gold Brook Bridge is 48.5 feet long at floor level and 17
feet wide; it has a 13.5-foot roadway. The wood floor consists
of planks laid flat and perpendicular to the trusses. The
structure rests on abutments built of irregular stone slabs laid
dry.

On the exterior, the timbers bolted together to form the trusseq
(and side walls) of the bridge are sheathed with unpainted flusl
boards hung vertically. Similar siding proteccts the ends of thg
trusses immediately inside the portals. The siding stops short
of the eaves to leave strip openings along the tops of the wallg.

The gable ends are also sheathed with unpainted flush boards hung
vertically. The portal openings have diagonal upper corners,
which cover the first interior struts. The top chords project
2.5 fecet beyond the gable ends to support the wide overhangs of
the roof; the ends of the chords are enclosed with unpainted
flush vertical boards which taper downward to mcet the side
walls. The medium-pitch gable roof is covered with corrugated
metal sheeting.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Gold Brook Covered Bridge is unique in Vermont, being the
only bridge supported by timber HMowe trusses which carries a
puﬁllc hlwnway in the state. (Onc other bridge of the same
truss type still stands in Vermont near East Shoreham, but it
was built for railroad use.) The Howe truss, with its iron
suspension rods and angle blocks, represents the transition
from wood to iron for structural material in bridge constructiop.

John . Smith built the Gold Brook Bridge about 1844, which ran
1t among the carliestapplications of the Howe tTUSS. (The fir
bridge of the type was constructed 'in ‘Massachusetts in 1838.2)
The Gold Brook Bridge is the only covered bridge remaining 1in
the town of Stowe. In 1969 the residents of the town adopted a
resolution which directs tne selectmen to provide "perpetual
maintenance' of the bridge.
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The covered bridges of Vermont are among its most cherished and
symbolic historic resources. About one hundred of the bridges
still stand in the state, the highest concentration by area of
covered bridges in the United States.? Ilany of these bridges
have heen altered only slightly, and many relate to other
structures and villagescapes to form a unique historic environ-
ment. Recently, however, various forces have causcd drastic
changes in the state. The Povered bridges have become suhject
to increasingly intense and detrimental effects of those changes$.
The Vermont Division of 'i@tor1c Sites, therefore, wishes to ext
tend the recognition and protection of the Jaglonal Register of
Historic Places to a majority of the remaining covered bridges.

1. Robert L. jlagerman, Covered Bridges of Lamoille County
2obert L. Hagerman, :orrisville, Vt., 1972, p. 0.

2. R. S. Allen, Covered Bridges of the Northeast, The
Stephen Greene Press, DBrattleboro, Vt., 1957, . I9.

3. Robert L. Hagerman, Covered Bridees of Lamoille County|
lobert L. [lagerman, ‘forrisville, Vt., 1972, p. S.

4. R, S. Allen, Covered Brideoes of the Northeast, The

Stephen Greene Press, Brattleboro, VE., IUS7, p. S0.
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