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1, Name of Property 
historic name Monson C e n t e r H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
other names/site number 

2. Locat ion 
N / A I not for publication  
N / A ] vicinity ~ 

street & number Ma in S t r e e t 
city, town Monson 
State M a s s a c h u s e t t s code MA county Hampden code 013 zip code 01057 

3. Classif ication 
Ownership of Property 

H private 
public-local 

I I public-State 
I I public-Federal 

Category of Property 
I I building(s) 
m district 
I I site 
I I structure 
I I object 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing 

5 

8 

Noncontributing 
^ buildings 

sites 
0 structures 
0 objects 
4 Total 

Name of related multiple property listing: 
N/A 

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register ^ 

4. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

r. ^--..^ Ditfe^rt Signature of certifying official E x e c u t i v e D i ' r f e ^ t o r , M a s s a c h u s e t t s H i s t o r i c a l 
S tace H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

Date C o n m l s s i o n ; 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

I I entered in the National Register. 
I I See continuation sheet. 

I I determined eligible for the National 
Register. See continuation sheet. 

• determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

• removed from the National Register. 
I I other, (explain:) 

Signature ot the Keeper Date of Action 
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6. Function or Use 
Hrstorfc Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

R e l i g i o n / R e l i g i o u s S t r u c t u r e , Church- R e l i g i o n / r e l i g i o u s S t r u c t u r e . Church-
r e l a t e d residence r e l a t e residence 

Domestic / M u l t i p l e d w e l l i n g Domestic / M u l i t p l e d w e l l i n g 
Commerce / S p e c i a l t y Store Conmerce / S p e c i a l t y Store 
Government / Town H a l l Government / Town H a l l 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

Ear ly Republic / Federal 
Late V i c t o r i a n / Romanesque, I t a t l i a n a t e , 

foundation Stone. Gran i t e 
walls Wood. Clapboard, Stonp, GranitP 

V i c t o r i a n V i n y l , Flushboard, B r i c k , 
No S ty l e roof S l a t e , Asphal t 
Late 19th & 20th Century R e v i v a l / C o l o n i a l 

Rev iva l 
other 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The Monson Center Historic District is a linear d i s t r i c t comprising nine 
buildings, one structure, and two associated objects along a one-block section 
of Main Street In the center of Monson. The buildings range i n date of 
construction from ca. 1800 to ca. 1910, but most of the resources reflect 
Monson's heyday of 1865 to 1915. The commercial and residential buildings are 
generally of two-story, wood-frame construction covered with clapboards or 
shingles. The dominant public buildings (Memorial Hall and the Universalist 
Church) are notable exceptions constructed of Monson granite. 

Setbacks and landscaping in the d i s t r i c t vary, but sltework is minimal on 
most parcels, as is typical of a commercial center. Main Street Is a wide, 
hardened road that runs north and south through the town, connecting I t to 
Palmer, Massachusetts and Stafford, Connecticut. I t was laid out in the 18th 
century and designated as Massachusetts Route 32 in the 1920s. At one time, 
mature elm and maple trees lined Main Street, but many were damaged and 
uprooted by hurricanes i n the 1930s and 1950s, so very few trees line Main 
Street today. 

Several of the churches and residences on Main Street feature small yards 
Informally landscaped with lawns, trees, and shrubs. Memorial Hall, as the 
visual center of the d i s t r i c t , is set back from the road behind a substantial 
lawn. The relatively grand setting amid the u t i l i t a r i a n , businesslike 
atmosphere of Main Street emphasizes the civic importance of Memorial Hall and 
It s role as a community landmark. 

The d i s t r i c t features unusually strong anchors. Including the Methodist 
Church, the Universalist Church, Memorial Hall, and the Noble Block (a 
recently rehabilitated cotmnerclal building). The d i s t r i c t contains one 
structure that Is individually listed on the National Register: Memorial Hall 
(198 Main St., l i s t e d in 1984). There are four noncontributing buildings, 
three of which are 19th century commercial blocks now covered with synthetic 
siding and with modern storefronts. The other is an enlarged residence now 
covered with synthetic siding. 

Pn See continuation sheet 
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Historic Functions (continued) 

Recreation / Monument / Marker 
Landscape / Street Furniture / 

Object 

Current Functions (continued) 

Recreation / Monument/ Marker 
Landscape / Street Furniture / Object 
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Main Street - West Side (north to south) 

The Universalist Parsonage (Map 115-22, Inv. #342) i s a two-story, 
wood-frame building erected ca. 1820 on a three bay, front gabled, side h a l l 
plan. The flushboarded pediment i s supported by narrow corner pi l a s t e r s and 
pierced by a s e m i - e l l i p t i c a l f a n l i g h t , while the eaves are supported by runs 
of small modilllon blocks. The narrow entrance i s framed by Roman p i l a s t e r s , 
a rectangular transom with delicate tracery, and a dentilated cornice. The 
design and de t a i l s suggest a blending of Federal and Greek Revival styles. 

The Unlversallst-Unltarian Church (Map 115-22A, Inv. #340, b u i l t 1889) at 
the northwest corner of Main and Lincoln Streets presents a picturesque 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the Romanesque Revival style and serves as a southern anchor 
for the d i s t r i c t . The church i s constructed of Monson granite with polychrome 
stonework framing the f r o n t , stained glass windows, arched tower openings, 
gables, and pinnacles. The heavy entrance tower flows in t o a graceful b e l f r y 
and spire. The lower chapel bay features a conical tower and stained glass 
windows. The variety of tower windows and the crested slate roof are 
characteristic Romanesque features. To the rear, set well back from the 
street, i s an unobtrusive one-story frame addition. 

Main Street - East Side (north to south) 

The Methodist Church on the northeast corner of Main and Cushman Streets 
(Map 115-34, Inv. #265) was erected i n 1850. The wood-frame building features 
a simple rectangular plan and a square entrance tower centered on the gable 
end. The flushboarded facade i s pierced by three recessed arches that enclose 
narrow arched windows. A deeply moulded q u a t r e f o l l window marks the top of 
the entrance tower, and pairs of small pointed spires mark the eave l i n e s . 
The t a l l spire that topped the b e l f r y and entrance tower was damaged i n the 
1938 hurricane and had to be removed i n 1952. Photographs record i t s 
appearance, which could f a c i l i t a t e restoration. 

The Woodbine Block (170 Main Street, Map 115-41, Inv. #341) on the 
southeast corner of Main and Cushman Streets i s a two-story, f l a t - r o o f e d , 
wood-frame commercial building erected ca. 1880. I n i t s o r i g i n a l state, i t 
featured a clapboard exterior with a wide frieze enriched by moulded panels 
and scrolled brackets supporting i n the cornice. The building i s now 
completely sheathed i n v i n y l siding. The storefront windows are recent 
alterations that l i n k the building with adjacent stores. 

The one-story commercial row at 172-176 Main Street (Map 115-41) was 
b u i l t ca. 1885, but i s now hidden behind a modern facade. The early twentieth 
century appearance of the row i s preserved i n photographs, but the old 
storefronts were removed during the l a t e r remodeling. 

(continued) 
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The two-story, front-gabled, wood frame commercial building at 178 Main 
Street (Map 115-42, Inv. #339) has also suffered from insensitive remodeling. 
A new brick storefront has been added to the street l e v e l and synthetic siding 
has been added to the upper story. Despite these changes, the scale and 
orient a t i o n of the building help to suggest the t r a d i t i o n a l character of 
Monson's cotmnerclal d i s t r i c t . 

The Noble Block at 186 Main Street (Map 115-43, Inv. #338, b u i l t ca. 
1890) i s the best-preserved example of a wood-frame, cotmnerclal building i n 
Monson and has been recently r e h a b i l i t a t e d . The 2 1/2-story building i s b u i l t 
on a rectangular plan with the gable end facing Main Street. The gable 
elevation features two plate-glass storefronts at the street l e v e l . The long 
side elevation reveals a series of large dormers i n the r o o f l i n e . Access to 
the r e s i d e n t i a l units above the stores i s provided by staircases and porches 
accented by spooled posts, brackets, and sawtooth t r i m . 

The two-story, wood-frame residence at 194 Main Street (Map 115-44, Inv. 
#337) i s set back from the street and was erected i n two d i f f e r e n t time 
periods. The e a r l i e r (rear) portion of the building i s a hip-roofed 
Federal-style residence erected ca. 1800 and a t t r i b u t e d to Ellas Carter, a 
prominent l o c a l builder. The front section was erected ca. 1910 i n the 
Colonial Revival four-square style and features a wrap-around porch. Both 
sections have been covered with synthetic siding. 

Memorial Hall (198 Main Street, Map #115-45, Inv. #336, NR 1984), the 
exuberant Romanesque Revival visual centerpiece of the d i s t r i c t , i s a 
two-story granite structure with asymmetrical towers flanking the center gable 
and projecting entry porch. The 1885 building, which serves as the Town Ha l l , 
features a complex pattern of polychromatic stonework, pointed arches, 
buttresses, and balconies. The southernmost tower i s topped by a granite 
statue of a C i v i l War soldier. The building was constructed of l o c a l granite 
by the Flynt Building and Construction Company of Monson. 

On the broad lawn i n front of Memorial Hall are two cannons representing 
the C i v i l War and the Spanish-American War, and the Cushman Memorial Fountain 
(Map 115-45, Inv. #906, erected 1886). The Cushman fountain, a round granite 
structure with a cap supported by half columns, o r i g i n a l l y stood i n the middle 
of Main Street, but was moved to f a c i l i t a t e t r a f f i c flow early i n t h i s century. 

(continued) 
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Archaeological Description 

While no prehistoric sites are currently recorded in the d i s t r i c t i t is 
possible that sites are present.. One known prehistoric site is recorded in 
the general area (within one mile). The d i s t r i c t also exhibits favorable 
locatlonal c r i t e r i a (minimal slope, good drainage, close proximity to 
wetlands) for prehistoric sites. In general, however, the potential for 
locating significant prehistoric archaeological remains is low because of 
historic period development in the d i s t r i c t . Historic archaeological remains 
in the d i s t r i c t are mostly limited to construction features associated with 
mid to late 19th century commercial and religious structures s t i l l extant in 
the d i s t r i c t . Sheet refuse may also be present around these structures. 
Occupational related features (trash p i t s , privies, wells) and outbuilding 
remains may also exist associated with the ca. 1870 Universalist Parsonage 
located on Main Street. 

(end) 
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8'. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

• nationally I I statewide f x ] locally ^p-^ i ^ jggQ 

Applicable National Register Criteria [ X ] A O B [ X } C I | D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ X I A P H B I |C I I D I I E I I F I | G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 
A r c h i t e c t u r e 1800-1915 

Commerce 
Community Planning and Development  

P o l i t i e s / Government 

R e l i g i o n Cultural Affiliation 

Significant Person Architect/Builder 
Reynolds, J.L. ; E l l i s . A.D. F l y n t B u i l d i n g & Construction Company 

Carter. E l i a s : 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The Monson Center Historic District represents the commercial and 
instit u t i o n a l development of the Town of Monson from the Federal Period, 
through the 19th century surge in prosperity and manufacturing, to the 
development of the modern suburb after 1915. The d i s t r i c t retains integrity 
of design, materials, location, feeling, and association, and meets Criteria A 
and C and Exceptions A and B of the National Register at the local level. 

The development of the Town Center d i s t r i c t can be attributed to a sh i f t 
i n Monson's civic focus. The original town center of the 18th century was 
located north of the proposed d i s t r i c t , at the intersection of Main and High 
Streets, and was centered on the Congregational Church. The distribution of 
textile mills and workers housing in the 19th century led to the development 
of a commercial d i s t r i c t about one half mile south of the old center. By the 
mid-1880s, after land was donated for the erection of Memorial Hall, the 
proposed d i s t r i c t emerged as the clear civic and commercial center of Monson 
and has remained so to the present day. 

1775-1830 

The central village of Monson was laid out in the 1760s with a radial road 
pattern leading from the Congregational Church to outlying areas. Monson 
erected i t s f i r s t Congregational church i n 1762 at what is presently Main and 
High Streets, and commerce naturally gravitated to the area. However, 
competition immediately emerged from the southern section of Main Street as 
the Norcross Tavern, b u i l t ca. 1775, became a popular social center. (The 
Norcross Tavern, which l i e s just outside the proposed d i s t r i c t , was listed 
Individually on the National Register in 1984.) 

Embargoes on British trade in the early 19th century led to the 
development of domestic industries and ushered In a period of commercial 
expansion for Monson. The Monson granite quarries were opened in 1809, 
providing high-quality foundation stone for the United States Armory i n 

pn See continuation sheet 
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Springfield and other major building projects. Several local entrepreneurs 
saw the potential for water-powered t e x t i l e production on Chicopee Brook, 
which runs parallel to Main Street (Route 32), and established small mills for 
cotton and woolen weaving and for cloth finishing. 

The main north-south route through Monson was improved as a turnpike from 
Palmer, Massachusetts to Stafford, Connecticut, which further encouraged 
development in the town center. The growth of Monson's economy and 
transportation system was reflected i n the construction of i n s t i t u t i o n a l , 
commercial, and residential buildings in the growing town center. 

In general, early 19th century buildings i n the town center tended to be 
more ambitious than those in outlying areas. Full-fledged houses were 
numerous in the village, while one-story cottages were more common throughout 
town. The Universalist parsonage on Main Street (Map 115-22, Inv. #342, bui l t 
ca. 1820) is the earliest extant residence i n the d i s t r i c t and reflects a 
conservative plan with stylish Federal details. 

1830-1850 

The mid-19th century was a period of rapid industrial expansion in 
Monson. In the years preceding the C i v i l War, local industrialists and 
entrepreneurs achieved a stable financial base. After the war, they expanded 
their operations, providing emplo3rment for increasing numbers of people. 
Monson's population increased by forty-one percent between 1830 and 1870, from 
about 2,200 to 3,200 people. The industrialists also acquired substantial 
personal fortunes and a strong influence in local a f f a i r s . Unlike many other 
Massachusetts towns, Monson's industries were owned by local residents, rather 
than absentee investors. Philanthropy and community involvement were 
essential components of the industrial paternalism that provided a stable 
environment for businesses and residents. 

The opening of the New London Northern railroad through Monson in 1850 
provided rapid and Inexpensive transportation for both raw and finished 
goods. The business of the Flynt granite quarry Increased, now that the heavy 
blocks of stone could be more easily shipped. Monson's woolen mills also 
prospered with three mil l s , which employed 170 people i n 1850, increasing to 
six mills by 1870. 

The manufacture of straw hats and bonnets developed as Monson's third 
major industry during this period. Charles Merrick introduced the business to 
Monson as a cottage industry i n 1838 and by 1841 had erected a two-story 
factory (no longer extant) on Main Street, north of the d i s t r i c t . In 1858, he 
and his partners established a sales outlet in New York. By 1865, Monson was 
the Connecticut Valley's primary producer of straw hats and bonnets and the 
f i f t h largest producer of straw goods i n Massachusetts. 

(continued) 
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By 1870, Monson's town center, growing on a north-south axis along Main 
Street, had developed clear functional enclaves. The Congregational Church, 
with i t s commanding site at Main and High Streets (north of the d i s t r i c t ) , 
provided a focus for the old town center. The surrounding area included the 
homes of professionals, prosperous merchants, and community leaders. The 
stretch of Main Street south of the old center was lined by larger homes and 
by the buildings of Monson Academy, a private secondary school. The expansive 
Merrick & Fay Straw Works established a clear break between the northern and 
southern stretches of Main Street. South of the straw works was the new 
commercial center, proposed for National Register l i s t i n g in this nomination. 

The new town center was appropriately bounded by industry and the 
railroad: the Straw Works to the north, the Monson Woolen Manufacturing Co. 
(Cushman Mills) to the east, the Reynolds and E l l i s mills to the south, and 
the railroad tracks to the west. Within the d i s t r i c t were a dense cluster of 
modest homes and stores. As people moved to Monson to work i n the local 
Industries, they sought housing within walking distance of the town center, in 
order to have access to markets and community services. The I r i s h Catholic 
worker's neighborhood that developed south of the d i s t r i c t further supported 
the civic and commercial roles of the town center. Financial support and 
active involvement from two m i l l owners who lived at the south end of Main 
Street (J. L. Reynolds and A. D. E l l i s ) also helped strengthen the civic focus. 

The Methodist Church (Main and Cushman Streets, Map 115-34, Inv. #265), 
built in 1850, was the f i r s t church to be erected in Monson center since the 
Congregational Church i n 1762. While Congregationalism remained the backbone 
of the community and was the exclusive a f f i l i a t i o n of selectmen and m i l l 
owners, Methodism grew i n popularity among Yankee m i l l workers and farmers. 
The church symbolized the growing heterogeneity of Monson's population and the 
financial support that m i l l owners provided for their workers. J. L. 
Reynolds, the proprietor of a major woolen m i l l , supported the Methodist 
Church for many years because i t was favored by his workers. As the 
proportion of I r i s h Catholic workers increased, Protestant m i l l owners also 
made substantial donations to the establishment and upkeep of Saint Patrick's 
Church (located south of the proposed d i s t r i c t ) . In 1855, I r i s h immigrants 
made up eleven percent of Monson's tot a l population. By 1905, the I r i s h 
represented twenty percent of the t o t a l . 

1885-1915 

The turn oft±e 20th century brought both the zenith and the decline of 
Monson's economic prosperity, as a tradition of strong re-investment i n local 
industries was undermined by changing economic conditions, prolonged 
confrontations between management and labor, and repeated fires at the m i l l 
complexes. 

(continued) 
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Monson's i n d u s t r i a l base was founded on granite, straw, and woolen goods 
and the 1880s and 1890s appear to have been decades of prosperity. The woolen 
m i l l s employed about one thousand workers i n the mid-1890s. S. F. Cushman and 
Sons replaced t h e i r old wood frame t e x t i l e m i l l on Cushman Street (east of the 
d i s t r i c t ) with a new brick complex i n 1886. The two competing straw works 
(Merrick & Fay north of the d i s t r i c t , Columbia Straw Works south of the 
d i s t r i c t ) employed about eight hundred men and women, while the Flynt granite 
quarry (northwest of the old town center) employed several hundred people. 

The height of Monson's i n d u s t r i a l prosperity i s well documented i n the 
town's la t e 19th century public buildings and monuments, most of which were 
underwritten by lo c a l I n d u s t r i a l i s t s . The Lyon Memorial Library (1882), the 
Flynt Fountain (1882), and the Soldiers Monument (1884), located at the old 
town center of Main and High Streets, r e f l e c t the e f f o r t s of established 
families to maintain a strong c i v i c focus around the Congregational Church. 
The Memorial Town Hall (1885), Cushman Fountain (1888), and Universalist 
Church (1889) i n the proposed d i s t r i c t represent the growing importance of the 
new town center. 

The construction of the Memorial Town Hall (198 Main Street, Map 115-45, 
Inv. #336), b u i l t i n 1885 with land and money donated by the Reynolds family, 
clea r l y established the new c i v i c and social focus of the community. The area 
around Memorial Hall emerged by 1894 as the primary center of commercial 
a c t i v i t y , municipal authority, and public recreation. The old town center at 
Main and High Streets became increasingly Isolated from business and more 
deeply associated with education through the expansion of the Monson Academy. 
The old town center was a conservative neighborhood, home to the older 
families and most venerable i n s t i t u t i o n s . By 1912, with the decline of the 
Flynt granite quarries, very l i t t l e business remained i n the old center. By 
contrast, the new town center had gained several landmark buildings, including 
a hotel, a post o f f i c e , a telephone company, new commercial blocks, and a 
theatre. The Woodbine Block (170 Main Street, Map 115-41, Inv. #341, b u i l t 
ca. 1880) and the Noble Block (186 Main Street, Map 115-43, Inv. #338, b u i l t 
ca. 1890) i l l u s t r a t e the emerging character of the town center. 

Memorial Hall and the Universalist Church are two landmark i n s t i t u t i o n a l 
buildings that are especially s i g n i f i c a n t to the period. Both were 
underwritten by wealthy mill-owning families with a vested interest i n the 
southern end of Main Street. Memorial Hall (198 Main Street, Map 115-45, Inv. 
#336, b u i l t 1885) was erected as a monument to C i v i l War veterans and has 
since become a memorial to veterans of a l l wars. The s i t e was chosen by the 
Reynolds family, who donated the land and a substantial amount of cash. The 
granite building contains o f f i c e s f o r the Selectmen and other town boards, as 
well as a large auditorium and stage. Upon completion i n 1885, the new h a l l 
became the s i t e of annual Town meetings and frequent entertainments. Town 

(continued) 
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meetings had previously been held in the Congregational Church, so the 
erection of Memorial Hall signalled a clear break with the old town center. 
The auditorium and stage, which were expanded in 1902, accommodated a wide 
range of musical and theatrical entertainment. 

The Universalist Church (Map 115-22A, Inv. #340, bui l t 1889) was a pet 
project of A.D. E l l i s , the only non-Congregational m i l l owner in Monson. The 
impressive granite church building lent additional prestige and s t a b i l i t y to a 
neighborhood already attractive to merchants because of i t s location near a 
densely populated m i l l workers' neighborhood. The Universalist Church never 
achieved a very large membership in comparison to Monson's other churches, but 
the building remains an impressive monument to the paternalistic hand of one 
m i l l owner. 

The Noble Block (186 Main Street, Map 115-43, Inv. 338) is the 
best-preserved example of a late 19th century commercial block i n downtown 
Monson. I t was constructed ca. 1890 by the operator of a local stage line to 
serve as tenement and commercial space. 

The Cushman Fountain (map 115-45, Inv. #906), a large granite structure 
with classical details, originally stood in the middle of Main Street. The 
fountain was erected i n 1886 by Solomon Cushman, a prominent citizen and m i l l 
owner who served on several important civic committees. I t was designed to 
honor his family, who had held a long interest in Monson's te x t i l e industries, 
and to provide for the well-being of local residents. With the advent of the 
automobile, the fountain became a t r a f f i c hazard and was moved to a safer 
location on the lawn of Memorial Hall. 

1915-1989 

In 1916, the E l l i s family donated more than half the funds needed to erect 
a new school on South Main Street (south of the d i s t r i c t ) . I t was the last 
significant industrialist donation for a public building. A l l of Monson's 
three industries (granite, straw, and textiles) declined significantly. The 
straw hat and bonnet Industry closed in 1927, the quarries in 1930. Several 
mills closed i n the 1930s and 1940s. The E l l i s mills hung on the longest, but 
closed i n 1959 after a dispute over unionization. 

While other Industries and businesses have been established i n Monson, the 
town is predominantly suburban i n character. The old streetcar line from 
Palmer ceased operation i n 1920. Local roads were hardened and improved to 
accommodate automobile t r a f f i c . The gas stations that punctuate the downtown 
streetscape today reflect the growing popularity of automobiles i n the 1930s 
and the characteristic s h i f t in commuting patterns. 

(continued) 
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Archaeological Significance 

Historic archaeological remains i n the d i s t r i c t have the potential for 
providing information on construction techniques and sub-surface architectural 
features associated with 19th century religious and commercial structures as 
well as social and economic data pertaining to parishioners and clergy of the 
different churches in the d i s t r i c t . Sheet refuse around churches can provide 
information on activities held at the church and the social, economic and 
cultural make up of the parishioners. Occupation related features at the 
parsonage can provide similar information on the clergy and the families who 
lived there and, indirectly on the community at large. Historic 
archaeological information i n the d i s t r i c t may also provide comparative 
information useful i n reviewing the change in the town focus from the older 
settlement area to the north to the d i s t r i c t locale. 

(end) 
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Section 10. Boundary Justification 

The buildings and structures that l i e beyond the boundaries of the 
proposed historic d i s t r i c t d i f f e r i n character and orientation from those 
within the d i s t r i c t , as described below: 

Main Street: West side, heading north 

The f i r s t property north of the d i s t r i c t is a large, one-story modern 
supermarket that has recently been expanded into a commercial strip mall. The 
commercial complex occupies an L-shaped l o t to the north and west of the 
d i s t r i c t . 

Beyond the commercial complex. Main Street is lined with impressive late 
19th and early 20th century residences, many of which were related to the 
development of the Monson Academy (now merged with the Wllbraham Academy) as a 
private school. The consistent streetscape of residences and institutional 
buildings culminates in the Congregational Church complex at the intersection 
of Main and High Streets (north of the d i s t r i c t ) and the old Monson Academy 
buildings on High Street. The north Main Street/High Street area developed as 
a distinct upper middle class residential neighborhood and has traditionally 
been the seat of Monson's Congregational establishment. I t appears to 
constitute a potential historic d i s t r i c t i n I t s own right with a pattern of 
development related to, but distinct from, that of Monson Center. 

Main Street; East side, heading north 

The f i r s t property north of the proposed d i s t r i c t is a tight cluster of 
late 19th century vernacular cottages (two facing the street and one on a rear 
parcel) that have been repeatedly modified and updated. At least one of the 
buildings is scheduled for demolition i n order to provide additional parking 
for the Monson Savings Bank. A l l three buildings have suffered a loss of 
architectural Integrity. 

The next building north is the Monson Savings Bank, a one-story 
neo-Georgian brick building. The block I t s e l f was originally a standard late 
19th century commercial block, but i t was extensively altered and rebuilt i n 
the 1940s to i t s current configuration. No evidence of the earlier block is 
visible, although i t did provide the structural core of the present building 

Next is a modern gasoline and service station (ca. 1960) surrounded by 
asphalt. 

Next is a small cemetery, which was established by the town around 1800. 
The stones are mostly rectangular marble tablets i n the neo-Classlcal style. 
The stones are severely weathered and the inscriptions are barely legible. 

(continued) 
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Next is the former Monson High School, a two-story, brick, neo-Georgian 
building erected in 1922. The building is currently being used as a middle 
school. This was the site of the Heimann and Lichten Hat Works, an important 
manufacturing complex which was destroyed by f i r e in the early 20th century. 

The remainder of Main Street, north to the intersection with High Street, 
consists of late 19th and early 20th century residences, interspersed with 
institutional buildings from the former Monson Academy. The streetscape is 
oriented toward the Congregational Church, as described above, and appears to 
constitute a potential historic d i s t r i c t of a somewhat different character. 

Cushman Street: North and south sides, heading east 

Beyond the eastern boundary of the proposed historic d i s t r i c t is the 
Cushman m i l l complex on Chicopee Brook. The complex consists of a large brick 
m i l l erected in 1886 and a series of smaller frame buildings which served as a 
m i l l office and residences. The m i l l complex appears to constitute a 
potential d i s t r i c t i n i t s own right and is radically different from the Monson 
Center d i s t r i c t i n both scale and character. 

Main Street; East side, heading south 

South of the proposed d i s t r i c t , the east side of Main Street consists of 
19th century middle class homes, with some later Intrusions (including a 
service station and new residential construction). South Main Street and the 
short residential streets running east from Main Street developed as a middle 
and working class neighborhood related to the E l l i s t e x t i l e mills in South 
Monson. The E l l i s #3 m i l l , an early 20th century brick complex, survives on 
the east side of Main Street and could serve as the focus of a South Monson 
historic d i s t r i c t . 

Main Street; West side heading south 

The f i r s t parcel south of the proposed d i s t r i c t on the west side of Main 
Street i s a large vacant l o t that was formerly occupied by a Victorian 
commercial block. The commercial structure was destroyed earlier in this 
century and the unimproved d i r t l o t has been used for parking. Plans to erect 
a memorial fountain on the parcel have been stalled. 

Next is the Monson Post Office, a one-story, brick, neo-Colonial building 
(ca. 1960). 

Next is the Monson Police Station, housed in a mid-19th century wood-frame 
commercial block. Unfortunately, the building has been extensively altered 
and suffered a great loss of integrity. Some Italianate details remain 
visible on the upper story and eave line. 

(continued) 
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The remaining buildings on the west side of Main Street are 19th century 
residences, some of which have been adapted to commercial use. Most of the 
wood-frame structures were bu i l t as housing for middle-level m i l l workers 
employed by the South Monson woolen mills. The neighborhood is dominated by 
the Catholic Church on Green Street (one block up from Main Street) and the 
E l l i s m i l l complexes on South Main and Bliss Streets. 

Lincoln Street; Green Street; West of proposed d i s t r i c t 

Lincoln Street and Green Street are residential streets that extend off 
of Main Street, southwest of the d i s t r i c t . The houses on both streets are 
predominantly simple mid-19th century wood-frame structures bu i l t for working 
class families employed by the South Monson woolen mills. Most of the 
residents were I r i s h and the neighborhood was clearly oriented toward the 
Catholic Church on Green Street (the only church in Monson which did not front 
on Main Street). The area appears eligible for l i s t i n g as an historic 
d i s t r i c t In i t s own right, based on the I r i s h , French-Canadian, and Polish 
neighborhoods which developed in relation to the South Monson te x t i l e 
industries. 

(end) 
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1. Name of Property 
historic name Monson Center H is tor ic D i s t r i c t 
other names/site number 

2. Locat ion 
I I not for publication" street & number Mai n S t . 
I I vicinity" city, town Monson 

state MA code 025 county Hampden code 013 zip code mnR7 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property 

private 
Fx] public-local 
• public-State 
I I public-Federal 

Category of Property 
I I building(s) 
fX l district . • 
I I site 
I I structure 
I I object 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing 

5 
NA 

Noncontributing 
4 buildings 

NA sites 
. structures 
objects 

A Total 

NA 

Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 1 

4. State/Federal Agency Certification 

Xs the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my.i opinion, tl)^ propen l y B meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation street, 

jra of certifying official ^ Date ' Signa^ra of certifying 
Execy'tive Director, Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l State His t o r i c Preservaton Officer 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National„Park Service Cert i f icat ion 
I, heret)yr^enify that this property is: 

{entered in the National Register. 
I I See continuation sheet. 

I I determined eligible for the National 
Register. Q See continuation sheet. 

I I determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

I I removed from the National Register. 
O other, (explain:) 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



Monson Center Historic District, Monson, Massachusetts 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

Commerce / Trade 
Religion 
Government / Town Hall 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Government / Town Hall 
Commerce / Trade 
Religion 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Late Victorian / Romanesque  
Mid 19th c. / Greek Revival  
Early Republic / Federal 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation 
walls 

stone / granite 
wood / clapboard 
stone / granite 

roof _ 
other 

stone / s la te ; asphalt 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The Monson Center Historic District is a linear district comprising nine 
buildings, one structure, and two associated objects along a one-block section 
of Main Street in the center of Monson. The buildings range in date of 
construction from ca. 1800 to ca. 1910, but most of the resources reflect 
Monson's heyday of 1865 to 1915. The commercial and residential buildings are 
generally of two-story, wood-frame construction covered with clapboards or 
shingles. The dominant public buildings (Memorial Hall and the Universalist 
Church) are notable exceptions constructed of Monson granite. 

Setbacks and landscaping in the district vary, but sitework is minimal on 
most parcels, as is typical of a commercial center. Main Street is a wide, 
hardened road that runs north and south through the town, connecting i t to 
Palmer, Massachusetts and Stafford, Connecticut. I t was laid out in the 18th 
century and designated as Massachusetts Route 32 in the 1920s. At one time, 
mature elm and maple trees lined Main Street in the center of Monson, but many 
were damaged and uprooted by hurricanes in the 1930s and 1950s, so very few 
trees line Main Street today. 

Several of the churches and residences on Main Street feature small yards 
informally landscaped with lawns, trees, and shrubs. Memorial Hall, as the 
visual center of the district, is set back from the road behind a substantial 
lawn. The relatively grand setting amid the utilitarian, businesslike 
atmosphere of Main Street emphasizes the civic importance of Memorial Hall and 
its role as a community landmark. 

The district features unusually strong anchors, including the Methodist 
Church, the Universalist Church, Memorial Hall, and the Noble Block (a 
recently rehabilitated commercial building). The district contains one 
structure that is individually listed on the National Register: Memorial Hall 
(198 Main St., listed in 1984). There are four noncontributing buildings, 
three of which are 19th century commercial blocks now covered with synthetic 
siding and with modern storefronts. The other is an enlarged residence now 
covered with synthetic siding. 

p n See continuation sheet 
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Monson Center H is tor ic D i s t r i c t , 
Monson, Massachusetts 

Main Street - West Side (north to south) 

The Universa l is t Parsonage (Map 115-22, Inv. #342) is a two-story, 
wood-frame bui ld ing erected ca. 1820 on a three, bay, f ron t gabled, side hal l 
p lan. The flushboarded pediment i s supported by narrow corner p i las ters and 
pierced by a semi -e l l i p t i ca l f a n l i g h t , while the eaves are supported by runs 
of small modi l l ion blocks. The narrow entrance i s framed by Roman p i l as te r s , 
a rectangular transom with de l icate t racery , and a dent i la ted cornice. The 
design and de ta i l s suggest a blending of Federal and Greek Revival s t y les . 

The Universa l is t -Uni tar ian Church (Map 115-22A, Inv. #340, b u i l t 1889) at 
the northwest corner of Main and Lincoln Streets presents a picturesque 
in te rp re ta t ion of the Romanesque Revival s ty le and serves as a southern anchor 
for the d i s t r i c t . The church is constructed of Monson granite with polychrome 
stonework framing the f r o n t , stained glass windows, arched tower openings, 
gables, and pinnacles. The heavy entrance tower flows in to a graceful be l f ry 
and sp i re . The lower chapel bay features a conical tower and stained glass 
windows. The var iety of tower windows and the crested slate roof are 
charac ter is t i c Romanesque features. To the rear , set well back from the 
s t ree t , i s an unobtrusive one-story frame add i t i on . 

Main Street - East Side (north to south) 

The Methodist Church on the northeast corner of Main and Cushman Streets 
(Map 115-34, Inv. #265) was erected in 1850. The wood-frame bu i ld ing features 
a simple rectangular plan and a square entrance tower centered on the gable 
end. The flushboarded facade is pierced by three recessed arches that enclose 
narrow arched windows. A deeply moulded quat re fo i l window marks the top of 
the entrance tower, and pairs of small pointed spires mark the eave l i n e s . 
The t a l l spire that topped the be l f r y and entrance tower was damaged in the 
1938 hurricane and had to be removed in 1952. Photographs record i t s 
appearance, which could f a c i l i t a t e res to ra t ion . 

The Woodbine Block (170 Main St reet , Map 115-41, Inv. #341) on the 
southeast corner of Main and Cushman Streets is a two-story, f l a t - r o o f e d , 
wood-frame commercial bu i ld ing erected ca. 1880. In i t s o r ig ina l s ta te , i t 
featured a clapboard ex te r io r with a wide f r ieze enriched by moulded panels 
and scro l led brackets supporting in the cornice. The bui ld ing i s now 
completely sheathed in v inyl s id ing . The s tore f ront windows are recent 
a l te ra t ions that l i n k the bu i ld ing with adjacent stores. 

The one-story commercial row at 172-176 Main Street (Map 115-41) was b u i l t 
ca. 1885, but is now hidden behind a modern facade. TT̂e early twentieth 
century appearance of the row i s preserved in photographs, but the old 
storefronts were removed during the l a te r remodeling. 

(continued) 
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The two-story, f ront -gabled, wood frame commercial bu i ld ing at 178 Main 
Street (Map 115-42, Inv. #339, ca. 1880) has also suffered from insens i t ive 
remodeling. A-new brick s tore f ront has been added to the s t reet level and 
synthetic s id ing has been added to the upper s tory . Despite these changes, 
the scale and or ien ta t ion of the bu i ld ing help to suggest the t rad i t i ona l 
character of Monson's commercial d i s t r i c t . 

The Noble Block at 186 Main Street (Map 115-43, Inv. #338, b u i l t ca, 1890) 
is the best-preserved example of a wood-frame, commercial bu i ld ing in Monson 
and has been recently r ehab i l i t a t ed . The 2 1/2-story bui ld ing i s b u i l t on a 
rectangular plan with the gable end facing Main Street . The gable elevat ion 
features two plate-glass storef ronts at the s t reet l e v e l . The long side 
elevat ion reveals a series of large dormers in the roo f l i ne . Access to the 
res ident ia l uni ts above the stores i s provided by staircases and porches 
accented by spooled posts, brackets, and sawtooth t r i m . 

The two-story, wood-frame residence at 194 Main Street (Map 115-44, Inv, 
#337) i s set back from the s t reet and was erected in two d i f f e r e n t time 
periods. The ea r l i e r ( rear) port ion of the bu i ld ing is a hip-roofed 
Federal-style residence erected ca. 1800 and a t t r i bu ted to El ias Carter, a 
prominent local bu i lder . The f ron t section was erected ca. 1910 in the 
Colonial Revival four-square s ty le and features a wrap-around porch. Both 
sections have been covered with synthet ic s id ing . 

Memorial Hall (198 Main St reet , Map #115-45, Inv. #336, NR 1984), the 
exuberant Romanesque Revival visual centerpiece of the d i s t r i c t , is a 
two-story granite st ructure with asymmetrical towers f lanking the center gable 
and pro ject ing entry porch. The 1885 bu i l d i ng , which serves as the Town H a l l , 
features a complex pattern of polychromatic stonework, pointed arches, 
buttresses, and balconies. The southernmost tower i s topped by a granite 
statue of a C iv i l War so ld ie r . The bu i ld ing was constructed of local granite 
by the Flynt Bui lding and Construction Company of Monson. 

On the broad lawn in f ron t of Memorial Hall are two cannons representing 
the C iv i l War and the Spanish-American War, and the Cushman Memorial Fountain 
(Map 115-45, Inv. #906, erected 1886). The Cushman founta in , a round granite 
structure with a cap supported by ha l f columns, o r i g i n a l l y stood in the middle 
of Main St reet , but was moved to f a c i l i t a t e t r a f f i c flow early in th i s century, 

(continued) 
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Archaeological Description 

While no prehistoric sites are currently recorded in the district i t is 
possible that sites are present. One known prehistoric site is recorded in 
the general area (within one mile). The district also exhibits favorable 
locaitional criteria (minimal slope, good drainage, close proximity to 
wetlands) for prehistoric sites. In general, however, the potential for 
locating significant prehistoric archaeological remains is low because of 
historic period development in the district. Historic archaeological remains 
in the district are mostly limited to construction features associated with 
mid to late 19th century commercial and religious structures s t i l l extant in 
the district. Sheet refuse may also be present around these structures. 
Occupational related features (trash pits, privies, wells) and outbuilding 
remains may also exist associated with the ca. 1870 Universalist Parsonage 
located on Main Street. 

(end) 
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8. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

I I nationally I I statewide fx l locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria [ X | A [ X \ C ' ' • • 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) ^ C • £ Q F / 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 

Architecture 1820-1940 Commerce 
Religion 
Politics / Government 

Cultural Affiliation 

Significant Person Architect/Builder 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The Monson Center Historic District represents the commercial and 
institutional development of the Town of Monson from the late Federal Period, 
through the 19th century surge in prosperity and manufacturing, to the 

' development of the modern suburb after 1915. The district and the individual 
buildings retain integrity of design, materials, location, feeling, and 
association, and meets Criteria A and C and Exceptions A and B of the National 
Register at the local level. -

The development of the Town Center district can be attributed to a shift 
in Monson's civic focus. The original town center of the 18th century was 
located north of the proposed district, at the intersection of Main and High 
Streets, and was centered on the Congregational Church. The distribution of 
textile mills and workers housing in the 19th century led to the development 
of a commercial district about one half mile south of the old center. By the 
mid-1880s, after land was donated for the erection of Memorial Hall, the 
proposed district emerged as the clear civic and commercial center of Monson 
and has remained so to the present day. 

; 1775-1830 

The central village of Monson was laid out in the 1760s with a radial road 
... pattern leading from the Congregational Church to outlying areas. Monson 

erected its first Congregational church in 1762 at what is presently Main and 
High Streets, and commerce naturally gravitated to the area. However, 
competition immediately emerged from the southern section of Main Street as 
the Norcross Tavern, built ca. 1775, became a popular social center. (The 
Norcross Tavern, which lies just outside the proposed district, was listed 
individually on the National Register in 1984.) 

Embargoes on British trade in the early 19th century led to the 
development of domestic industries and ushered in a period of commercial 
expansion for Monson. The Monson granite quarries were opened in 1809, 

[EJ See continuation sheet 
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Verbal Boundary Description 
The Monson Center Historic District Is bounded by the rear lot lines of eight parcels 
on the east and west sides of Main St., as Indicated on the attached Assessors Map #115, 
Town of Monson, Massachusetts. The district includes parcels 115-22, 115-22A, 
115-34, 115-41, 115-42, 115-43, 115-44, 115-45, and the section of Main St. 
(Rt. 32) that runs between them. 

I I See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 
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providing h igh-qual i ty foundation stone for the United States Armory in 
Spr ingf ie ld and other major bu i ld ing pro jec ts . Several local entrepreneurs 
saw the potent ia l for water-powered t e x t i l e production on Chicopee Brook, 
which runs para l le l to Main Street (Route 32) , and established small m i l l s for 
cotton and woolen weaving and for c lo th f i n i s h i n g . 

The main north-south route through Monson was improved as a turnpike from 
Palmer, Massachusetts to Staf ford, 'Connect icut , which fur ther encouraged 
development in the town center. The growth of Monson's economy and 
t ransportat ion system was re f lec ted in the construct ion of i n s t i t u t i o n a l , 
commercial, and res ident ia l bui ld ings in the growing town center. 

In general, ear ly 19th century bui ldings in the town center tended to be 
more ambitious than those in out ly ing areas. Fu l l - f ledged houses were 
numerous in the v i l l a g e , while one-story cottages were more common throughout 
town. The Universa l is t parsonage on Main Street (Map 115-22, Inv. #342, b u i l t 
ca. 1820) is the ea r l i es t extant residence in the d i s t r i c t and re f l ec t s a 
conservative plan with s t y l i sh Federal d e t a i l s . 

1830-1850 

The mid-19th century was a period of rapid indus t r ia l expansion in 
Monson. In the years preceding the C iv i l War, local i n d u s t r i a l i s t s and 
entrepreneurs achieved a stable f inanc ia l base. Af ter the war, they expanded 
the i r operat ions, providing employment for increasing numbers of people, 
Monson's population increased by forty-one percent between 1830 and 1870, from 
about 2,200 to 3,200 people. The i n d u s t r i a l i s t s also acquired substantial 
personal fortunes and a strong inf luence in local a f f a i r s . Unlike many other 
Massachusetts towns, Monson's industr ies were owned by local res idents, rather 
than absentee investors. Philanthropy and community involvement were 
essential components of the indus t r ia l paternalism that provided a stable 
environment fo r businesses and residents. 

The opening of the New London Northern ra i l road through Monson in 1850 
provided rapid and inexpensive t ransportat ion for both raw and f in ished 
goods. The business of the Flynt granite quarry increased, now that the heavy 
blocks of stone could be more eas i ly shipped. Monson's woolen m i l l s also 
prospered with three m i l l s , which employed 170 people in 1850, increasing to 
six m i l l s by 1870. 

The manufacture of straw hats and bonnets developed as Monson's t h i r d 
major industry during t h i s per iod. Charles Merrick introduced the business to 
Monson as a cottage industry in 1838 and by 1841 had erected a two-story 
factory (no longer extant) on Main St reet , north of the d i s t r i c t . In 1858, he 
and his partners established a sales ou t l e t in New York. By 1865, Monson was 
the Connecticut Val ley 's primary producer of straw hats and bonnets and the 

(continued) 
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fifth largest producer of straw goods in Massachusetts. 

By 1870, Monson's town center, growing on a north-south axis along Main 
Street, had developed clear functional enclaves. The Congregational Church, 
with its commanding site at Main and High Streets (north of the district), 
provided a focus for the old town center. The surrounding area included the 
homes of professionals, prosperous merchants, and community leaders. The 
stretch of Main Street south of the old center was lined by larger homes and 
by the buildings of Monson Academy, a private secondary school. The expansive 
Merrick & Fay Straw Works established a clear break between the northern and 
southern stretches of Main Street, South of the straw works was the new 
commercial center, proposed for National Register listing in this nomination. 

The new town center was appropriately bounded by industry and the 
railroad: the Straw Works to the north, the Monson Woolen Manufacturing Co. 
(Cushman Mills) to the east, the Reynolds and Ellis mills to"the south, and 
the railroad tracks to the west. Within the district were a dense cluster of 
modest homes and stores. As people moved to Monson to work in the local 
industries, they sought housing within walking distance of the town center, in 
order to have access to markets and community services. The Irish Catholic 
worker's neighborhood that developed south of the district further supported 
the civic and commercial roles of the town center. Financial support and 
active involvement from two mill owners who lived at the south end of Main 
Street (J. L. Reynolds and A. D. Ellis) also helped strengthen the civic focus. 

The Methodist Church (Main and Cushman Streets, Map 115-34, Inv. #265), 
built in 1850, was the first church to be erected in Monson center since the 
Congregational Church in 1762, While Congregationalism remained the backbone 
of the community and was the exclusive affiliation of selectmen and mill 
owners, Methodism grew in popularity among Yankee mill workers and farmers. 
The church symbolized the growing heterogeneity of Monson's population and the 
financial support that mill owners provided for their workers. J. L. 
Reynolds, the proprietor of a major woolen mill, supported the Methodist 
Church for many years because i t was favored by his workers. As the 
proportion of Irish Catholic workers increased, Protestant mill owners also 
made substantial donations to the establishment and upkeep of Saint Patrick's 
Church (located south of the proposed district). In 1855, Irish immigrants 
made up eleven percent of Monson's total population. By 1905, the Irish 
represented twenty percent of the total, 

1885-1915 

The turn of the 20th century brought both the zenith and the decline of 
Monson's economic prosperity, as a tradition of strong re-investment in local 
industries was undermined by changing economic conditions, prolonged 
confrontations between management and labor, and repeated fires at the mill 
complexes. 

(continued) 
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Monson's industrial base was founded on granite, straw, and woolen goods 
and the 1880s and 1890s appear to have been decades of prosperity. The woolen 
mills employed.about one thousand workers in the mid-1890s. S. F. Cushman and 
Sons replaced their old wood frame textile mill on Cushman Street (east of the 
district) with a new brick complex in 1886. The two competing straw works 
(Merrick & Fay north of the district, Columbia Straw Works south of the 
district) employed about eight hundred men and women, while the Flynt granite 
quarry (northwest of the old town center) employed several hundred people. 

The height of Monson's industrial prosperity is well documented in the 
town's late 19th century public buildings and monuments, most of which were 
underwritten by local industrialists. The Lyon Memorial Library (1882), the 
Flynt Fountain (1882), and the Soldiers Monument (1884), located at the old 
town center of Main and High Streets, reflect the efforts of established 
families to maintain a strong civic focus around the Congregational Church. 
The Memorial Town Hall (1885), Cushman Fountain (1888), and Universalist 
Church (1889) in the proposed district represent the growing importance of the 
new town center. 

The construction of the Memorial Town Hall (198 Main Street, Map 115-45, 
Inv. #336), built in 1885 with land and money donated by the Reynolds family, 
clearly established the new civic and social focus of the community. The area 
around Memorial Hall emerged by 1894 as the primary center of commercial 
activity, municipal authority, and public recreation. The old town center at 
Main and High Streets became increasingly isolated from business and more 
deeply associated with education through the expansion of the Monson Academy. 
The old town center was a conservative neighborhood, home to the older 
families and most venerable institutions. By 1912, with the decline of the 
Flynt granite quarries, very l i t t l e business remained in the old center. By 
contrast, the new town center had gained several landmark buildings, including 
a hotel, a post office, a telephone company, new commercial blocks, and a 
theatre. The Woodbine Block (170 Main Street, Map 115-41, Inv. #341, built 
ca. 1880) and the Noble gTock (186 Main Street, Map 115-43, Inv. #338, built 
ca. 1890) illustrate the emerging character of the town center. 

Memorial Hall and the Universalist Church are two landmark institutional 
buildings that are especially significant to the period. Both were 
underwritten by wealthy mill-owning families with a vested interest in the 
southern end of Main Street, Memorial Hall (198 Main Street, Map 115-45, Inv, 
#336, built 1885) was erected as a monument to Civil War veterans and has 
since become a memorial to veterans of all wars. The site was chosen by the 
Reynolds family, who donated the land and a substantial amount of cash. The 
granite building contains offices for the Selectmen and other town boards, as 
well as a large auditorium and stage. Upon completion in 1885, the new hall 
became the site of annual Town meetings and frequent entertainments. Town 
meetings had previously been held in the Congregational Church, so the 

(continued) 
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erect ion of Memorial Hall s ignal led a c lear break with the old town center. 
The auditorium and stage, which were expanded in 1902, accommodated a wide 
range of musica.1 and thea t r i ca l entertainment. 

The Universa l is t Church (Map n5-22A, Inv, #340, b u i l t 1889) j^as a pet 
pro ject of A.D. El 1 i s , the only non-Congregational m i l l owner in Monson. The 
impressive grani te church bu i ld ing len t addi t ional prest ige and s t a b i l i t y to a 
neighborhood already a t t r ac t i ve to merchants because of i t s locat ion near a 
densely populated m i l l workers' neighborhood. The Universa l is t Church never 
achieved a very large membership in comparison to Monson's other churches, but 
the bui ld ing remains an impressive monument to the pa te rna l i s t i c hand of one 
m i l l owner. 

The Noble Block (186 Main St reet , Map 115-43, Inv. 338) i s the 
best-preserved example of a la te 19th century commercial block in downtown 
Monson. I t was constructed ca. 1890 by the operator of a local stage l i ne t o . 
serve as tenement and commercial space. 

The Cushman Fountain (map 115-45, Inv. #906), a large granite structure 
with c lass ica l d e t a i l s , o r i g i n a l l y stood in the middle of Main Street . The 
fountain was erected in 1886 by Solomon Cushman, a prominent c i t i zen and m i l l 
owner who served on several important c i v i c coimiittees. I t was designed to 
honor his fami ly , who had held a long in te res t in Monson's t e x t i l e indus t r ies , 
and to provide for the wel l -being of local residents. With the advent of the 
automobile, the fountain became a t r a f f i c hazard and was moved to a safer 
locat ion on the lawn of Memorial H a l l . 

1915-1989 

In 1916, the Ellis family donated more than half the funds needed to erect 
a new school on South Main Street (south of the district). I t was the last 
significant industrialist donation for a public building. All of Monson's 
three industries (granite, straw, and textiles) declined significantly. The 
straw hat and bonnet industry closed in 1927, the quarries in 1930. Several 
mills closed in the 1930s and 1940s. The Ellis mills hung on the longest, but 
closed in 1959 after a dispute over unionization. 

While other industries and businesses have been established in Monson, the 
town is predominantly suburban in character. The old streetcar line from 
Palmer ceased operation in 1920. Local roads were hardened and improved to 
accommodate automobile traffic. The gas stations that punctuate the downtown 
streetscape today reflect the growing popularity of automobiles in the 1930s 
and the characteristic shift in commuting patterns. 

(continued) 
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Summary 

The proposed hfstoric d i s t r i c t represents a small but cohesive town center 
with especially strong historical continuity. This cluster of local landmarks 
and associated commercial structures is expected to be the f i r s t of several 
contiguous historic d is t r i c ts in the vi l lage of Monson, each with d ist inct 
historical and architectural characterist ics. The other anticipated d is t r ic ts 
are as follows: 

1) The Old Center D is t r i c t , one half mile north of the Monson Center 
d i s t r i c t , w i l l focus on the Congregational Church and Lyon Memorial Library at 
Main & High St. , the inst i tut ional and support buildings related to Monson 
Academy (a former private secondary school), and the surrounding exclusive 
residential neighborhood. (Criteria A & C; period of significance 1760-1940) 

2) The Cushman Mil l D is t r ic t at Main & Cushman St . , immediately northeast of 
the Monson Center d i s t r i c t , w i l l include the brick manufacturing complex, 
related wood frame off ice and tenement buildings, and private residences. 
(Criteria A & C, period of significance 1790-1940) 

3) The E l l i s Mil l D is t r i c t at Main, Bridge, and Green Streets, immediately 
east and south of the Monson Center d i s t r i c t , w i l l center on the E l l i s #1 and 
E l l i s #3 woolen m i l l s , adjacent tenement houses, St. Patrick's Roman Catholic 
church, and the surrounding working-class residential neighborhood. (Criteria 
A, C, & D; period of significance 1850-1941) 

The establishment of National Register historic d is t r ic ts is one aspect of a 
town-wide plan to reevaluate community history as a guide for growth 
management. 

(continued) 
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Archaeological Significance 

Historic ar-chaeological remains in the district have the potential for 
providing information on construction techniques and sub-surface architectural 
features associated with 19th century religiousand commercial structures as 
well as social and economic data pertaining to parishioners and clergy of the 
different churches in the district. Sheet refuse around churches can provide 
information on activities held at the church and the social, economic and 
cultural make up of the parishioners. Occupation related features at the 
parsonage can provide similar information on the clergy and the families who 
lived there and, indirectly on the community at large. Historic 
archaeological information in the district may also provide comparative 
information useful in reviewing the change in the town focus from the older 
settlement area to the north to the district locale. 

(end) 
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Boundary Just i f icat ion 

The area proposed as the Monson Center Historic D is t r ic t includes the 
tradit ional c iv ic , rel ig ious, and conmercial center in the Town of Monson, 
Massachusetts. The buildings and structures tha"t l i e beyond the boundaries of 
the proposed d i s t r i c t d i f fe r in scale, character, orientation, history, and 
use from those in the d i s t r i c t . The relat ively low density and high t r a f f i c 
volume of the downtown area ref lect Monson's current suburban character. 

The proposed d i s t r i c t is bordered immediately on the north by a st r ip of new 
commercial development on Main St . , consisting of gas stations, banks, 
supermarkets, and related f a c i l i t i e s . Beyond the s t r ip and one half mile 
north of the Monson Center d i s t r i c t is the old (18th c.) town center, 
consisting of religious and inst i tut ional buildings surrounded by a well-to-do 
Victorian residejitial neighborhood. 

Adjacent to the Monson Center d i s t r i c t on the northeast is the Cushman mil l 
enclave, an early industrial cluster of tenements, houses, and subsidiary 
buildings around a brick mil l complex on Chicopee Brook. The brook runs 
north, just east of the Monson Center d i s t r i c t . 

Immediately south and east of the Monson Center d i s t r i c t l ies a sprawling late 
industrial neighborhood of modest Victorian single-family homes, duplex 
residences, tenements, and small commercial buildings, a l l focused on the 
woolen mi l ls of the former E l l i s Manufacturing Co. The working class 
neighborhood is dominated by St. Patrick's Church (the only church that does 
not front on Main S t . ) , suggesting the inmigrant origins of most mi l l laborers. 

Beyond the vi l lage in a l l directions l i e old farmsteads, wooded h i l ls ides, 
auto-related services, and low-density suburban residential development. 
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MONSON, MASSACHUSETTS CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT 

Parcel # Address Name Date Style Inv. # Status 

115-22 Mai n St. Universa l is t Parsonage c.1820 Federal 342 Bldg./C 
115-22A Mai n St. Universa l is t Church 1889 Romanesque 340 Bldg,/C 
115-34 Mai n St, Methodist Church 1850 Romanesque 265 Bldg./C 
115-41 170 Mai n St. Woodbine Block c.1880 I ta l iana te 341 Bldg./NC 
115-41 172-176 Mai n St. Commercial row c.1885 Vernacular Bldg./NC 
115-42 178 Mai n St. Nichols Block c.1880 Vernacular 339 Bldg./NC 
115-43 186 Mai n St. Noble Block c,1890 Victor ian 338 Bldg./C 
115-44 194 Mai n St. Bergeron house 1800/1910 Fed./Col. Rev, 337 Bldg,/NC 
115-45 198 Mai n St. Memorial Hall 1885 Romanesque 336 Bldg,/C 
115-45 Mai n St. C iv i l War cannon c.1860 

Romanesque 
obj , /C 

115-45 Mai n St. Cannon c.1890 obj . /C 
115-45 Mai n St . Cushman Fountain 1886 Victor ian 906 Str . /C 

SUMMARY: 5 Contr ibut ing Bldgs, 
1 Contr ibut ing Structure 
2 cont r ibu t ing Objects 

4 Non-contr ibuting Bldgs. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD 

NRI8 Reference Number: 90000788 Date Listed: 05/06/91 

Monson Center H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t Hampden MA 
Property Name County State 

N/A 
Multiple Name 

This property i s listed in the National Register of Historic Places 
in accordance with the attached nomination documentation subject to 
the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments, 
notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included in 
the nomination documentation. 

BigngLtuv^^t the Keeper Date of Action 

Amended Items in Nomination: 

8. Statement of Significance: Criteria Considerations and Period  
of Significance 

C r i t e r i a Exception A applies because of the documented r e l i g i o u s 
significance and use of 2 major buildings i n the small d i s t r i c t . 

C r i t e r i a Exception B applies t o the move of the s i g n i f i c a n t Cushman 
Fountain outside the parameters of the period of significance. 

The period of significance i s 1820-1890. 

This information was confirmed with Betsy Friedberg, MASHPO, by 
telephone. 

DISTRIBUTION: 
National Register property f i l e 
Nominating Authority (without attachment) 
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APR 1 61990* 

NATIONAL 

A p r i l 6, 1990 

Carol Shull 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed please find the following nomination: 

Monson Center Historic D i s t r i c t , Main Street, Monson (Hampden County), 
Massachusetts, 01057. 

There has been no owner objection for the property li s t e d above. 

The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been 
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of 
pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and 
were afforded the opportunity to comment. Comments received to date are 
attached to the nomination form. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

Enclosure: 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Talmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer 
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary 



March 14, 1991 

L: 0 \70 |j 
r,:.;R 2 z 1991 
NATIONAL 
REGISTER 

Carol Shull 
National Register of H i s t o r i c Places 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed please f i n d the following nomination: 

Monson Center H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , Monson (Hampden County), 
Massachusetts 01057 

The nomination was returned by your o f f i c e on A p r i l 16, 1990, for 
technical and substantive corrections. A l l changes have now been 
made and we are resubmitting the nomination f o r your review. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

Enclosure 

cc: Gregory Farmer, Pioneer Valley Planning Commission 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer 
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary 



DATE TUE, MAY 1, 1990, 5:04 PM Page: 
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES PROPERTY REPORT 
REFERENCE No.: 90000788 Control No.: 900425/gnl 

PROPERTY NAME: Monson Center Historic District 

OTHER NAME/ See/fiiso:Memorial Hall 
SITE No. : / n 

MULTIPLE NAME: NOT APPLICABLE 

ADDRESS/ Jet. of Mâ n and Cushman Sts. 
BOUNDARY : 

C CITY: Monson 

COUNTY: Hampden 

Restricted Location Information: 

STATE: MASSACHUSETTS 

Ouner: PRIVATE Resource Type: DISTRICT 
LOCAL 

Contributing Noncontributing 

Buildings 
Sites 
Structures 
Objects 

Nomination/Determination Type: SINGLE RESOURCE 

Nominator: STATE GOVERNMENT Nominator Najne: 
NOT APPLICABLE 

Federal 
Agency: 

NOT APPLICABLE 

NPS Park Name: NOT APPLICABLE 

Certification: DATE RECEIVED/PENDING NOMINATION Date: 04/16/90 

Other NOT APPLICABLE Acreage: 3.4 
Certification: 

UTM Zone Easting Northing Zoi.e Easting Northing 
Historic RELIGION 
Functions: DOMESTIC Coordinates: 18/ /7 22 060/ /46 63 960 18/ /7 22 110/ /45 53 980 

COMMERCE/TRADE 18/ /7 22 140/ /46 63 940 18/ /7 22 200/ /46 63 860 
GOVERNMENT 18/ /7 22 140/ /45 •;-) 640 18/ /7 i2 120/ /46 63 880 

18/ /7 22 080/ /46 b . 880 18/ /7 22 060/ /46 63 900 
Historic RELIGIOUS STRUCTURE 18/ /7 22 080/ /46 6., 910 / / / / 
Subfunctions: CHURCH RELATED RESIDENCE 

MULTIPLE DUELLING 
SPECIALTY STORE 
CITY HALL 

Current RELIGION 
Functions: DOMESTIC 

COMMERCE/TRADE 

Current 
Subfunctions: 

Level of 

GOVERNMENT 

RELIGIOUS STRUCTURE 
CHURCH RELATED RESIDENCE 
MULTIPLE DUELLING 
SPECIALTY STORE 
CITY HALL 

LOCAL Applicable Criteria: EVENT 

Significance: 

significant Person's Name: Reynolds,!". L.;Ellis,A. D 

Criteria Considerations: 

*rTRCHITECrUR 

Area of Significance: 

RELIGIOUS PROPERTY 
MOVED PROPERTY 

ARCHITECTURE 
COMMERCE 
COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 
RELIGION 

Periods of: 
Significance: 

1800-1824 
1850-1874 

1825-1849 
1875-1899 

Architect/Builder/Engineer/ 
Designer: 

Flynt Building & Construction Co. 

Other Documentation: 

RE/ENGINEERING 

HABS No. N/A 

Architectural 
Styles: 

Circa: Specific Sig. Years 

NOT APPLICABLE 

Cultural A f f i l i a t i o n : 

NOT APPLICABLE 

NATIONAL REGISTER 

HAER No. N/A 

FEDERAL 
ROMANESQUE 
LATE VICTORIAN 

Describe Other Style: NOT APPLICABLE 

Foundation Materials: STONE 
Uall Materials: UEATHERBOARD GRANITE 
Roof Materials: SLATE 
Other Materials: BRICK UOOD 


