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1, Name of Property
historic name Monson Center Historic District
other names/site number

2. Location

street & number Main Street N/A I not for publication
city, town Monson N/A] vicinity ~
State Massachusetts code MA county Hampden code 013 zip code 01057

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
H private I Ibuilding(s) Contributing Noncontributing
public-local m  district 5 A buildings
| Ipublic-State I |site sites
| | public-Federal | Istructure 0 structures
| | object 0 objects
8 4 Total
NameN(/)Lrelated multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously

listed in the National Register n
4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.

. . - A__ N Biitlfﬁ\é.x . . .
Signature of certifying official Executive tor, Massachusetts Historical Date Conmlssion:
Stace Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
| lentered in the National Register.
| | See continuation sheet.
| ldetermined eligible for the National
Register. See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible forthe
National Register.

« removed from the National Register.
| 1other, (explain:)

Signature ot the Keeper Date of Action



Monson Center Historic

6. Fundion or Use
Hrgorfc Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Religion / Religious Structure, Church-
related residence
Domestic / Multiple dwelling
Commerce / Specialty Store
Government / Town Hall
7. Deription
Architectura Classification
(enter categories from instructions)
Early Republic / Federal
Late Victorian / Romanesque, ltatlianate,
Victorian
No Style
Late 19th & 20th Century Revival/Colonial
Revival

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Mbnson Center Historic District

District, Monson, Massachusetts. 6]3)

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)

Religion / religious Structure. Church-
relate residence

Domestic / Mulitple dwelling

Conmerce / Specialty Store
Government / Town Hall

Materids (enter categories from instructions)

foundation Stone. Granite

walls Wood. Clapboard, Stonp, GranitP
Vinyl, Flushboard, Brick,

roof Slate, Asphalt
other

i'salinear district conprising nine

buildings, onestructure, andtwo associated objects along a one-block section

of Main Street I nthe center of Mnson.
construction fromca. 1800to ca. 1910,

The bui l dings range i n date of
but nost of the resources reflect

Mbonson' s heyday of 1865to 1915. The commercial andresidential buildings are
generally of two-story, wood-franme construction covered with clapboards or
shingles. The domnant public buildings (Menorial Hall andthe Universalist
Church) are notabl e exceptions constructed of Monson granite.

Set backs and | andscaping inthe district vary, but sltework i s mniml on

nost parcels, asi s typical of a comercial

center. Min Street |s a wde,

hardened road that runs north andsouth through the town, connecting It to
Pal mer, Massachusetts and Stafford, Connecticut. | twaslaid out inthe 18th
century anddesignated as Massachusetts Route 32 i nthe 1920s. At onetine,
mature elm and naple trees lined Main Street, but nany were danaged and
uprooted by hurricanes i nthe 1930s and 1950s, sovery few trees line Main

Street today.

Several of the churches andresidences onMiin Street feature small yards

Informal |y landscaped with lawns, trees,

and shrubs. Menorial Hall, asthe

visual center of the district, is set back fromthe road behind a substantial
lawn. Therelatively grand setting amd the utilitarian, businesslike
at mosphere of Main Street enphasizes the civic inportance of Menorial Hall and

Its role as a community |andnmark.

The district features unusually strong anchors. Including the Methodi st
Church, the Universalist Church, Menorial Hall, andthe Noble Block (a
recently rehabilitated cotmerclal building). Thedistrict containsone
structure that Is individually listed onthe National Register: Menorial Hall
(198 Main St., listed in 1984). There are four noncontributingbuildings,

three of which are 19th century conmercial

siding andwith nodern storefronts.
covered with synthetic siding.

bl ocks nowcovered with synthetic

The other i s anenlarged residence now

Pn See continuation sheet
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VWWE E W T Wi T wi Monson, Massachusetts
Main Street - West Side (north to south)

The Universalist Parsonage (Map 115-22, Inv. #342) i sa two-story,
wood-frane building erected ca. 1820 on a three bay, front gabled, side hall
plan. The flushboarded pedinment i ssupported by narrow corner pilasters and
pierced by a semi-elliptical fanlight, while theeaves are supported by runs
of small modilllonblocks. The narrow entrance i sframed by Roman pilasters,
a rectangular transomwith delicate tracery, and a dentilated cornice. The
design and details suggest a blending of Federal and G eek Revival styles.

The Unlversallst-Unltarian Church (Map 115-22A, Inv. #340, built 1889) at
the northwest corner of Main and Lincoln Streets presents a picturesque
interpretation of t heRomanesque Revival style and serves as a southern anchor
for thedistrict. The church is constructed of Monson granite with polychronme
stonework framng thefront, stained glass w ndows, arched tower openings,
gables, and pinnacles. The heavy entrance tower flows into a graceful belfry
and spire. The lower chapel bay features a conical tower and stained glass
wi ndows. The variety of tower windows and t hecrested slate roof are
characteristic Romanesque features. To therear, set well back fromthe
street, i s an unobtrusive one-story frame addition,.

Main Street - East Side (north t o south)

The Methodi st Church on thenortheast corner of Main and Qushnan Streets
(Mp 115-34, Inv. #265) was erected i n1850. The wood-frame building features
a sinmple rectangular plan and a square entrance tower centered on t he gable
end. The flushboarded facade i spierced by three recessed arches that enclose
narrow arched w ndows. A deeply noulded quatrefoll w ndow marks thetop of
the entrance tower, and pairs of small pointed spires mark t heeave |ines.
The tall spire that topped thebelfry and entrance tower was damaged i n t he
1938 hurricane and had t o be renoved i n1952.  Photographs recordits
appearance, which could facilitate restoration.

The Woodbine Block (170Main Street, Mayp 115-41, Inv. #341) on t he
sout heast corner of Main and Qushman Streets i sa two-story, flat-roofed,
wood- frane comercial building erected ca. 1880. | nitsoriginal state, it
featured a clapboard exterior with a wide frieze enriched by noul ded panels
and scrolled brackets supporting i nthecornice. The building i snow
compl etely sheathed invinyl siding. The storefront windows ar e recent
alterations that link thebuilding with adjacent stores.

The one-story commercial rowat 172-176 Main Street (Map 115-41) was
built ca. 1885, but i snow hidden behind a nodern facade. The earlytwentieth
century appearance of therowis preserved i nphotographs, but theold
storefronts were removed during thelater remodeling.

(continued)
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The two-story, front-gabled, wood frame commercial building at 178 Main
Street (Map 115-42, I nv. #339) has also suffered from insensitive renmodeling.
A new brick storefront has been added to the street level and synthetic siding
has been added t o the upper story. Despite these changes, the scale and
orientation of the building help to suggest the traditional character of
Monson' s cotmerclal district.

The Nobl e Block at 186 Main Street (Myp 115-43, I nv. #338, built ca.
1890) i sthe best-preserved exanple of a wood-frame, cotmerclal buildingin
Monson and has been recently rehabilitated. The 2 1/2-story building is built
on a rectangular plan with the gable end facing Main Street. The gable
el evation features two plate-glass storefrontsat the street level. The long
side elevationreveals a series of large dormers i ntheroofline. Accessto
the residential units above the stores i s provided by staircases and porches
accented by spooled posts, brackets, and sawtooth trim

The two-story, wood-frame residence at 194 Main Street (Myp 115-44, | nv.
#337) i s set back from the street and was erected i ntwo different time
periods. The earlier (rear) portionof thebuilding i sa hip-roofed
Federal -style residence erected ca. 1800 and attributed to Ellas Carter, a
prom nent local builder. The front section was erected ca. 1910 i n the
Col oni al Revival four-square style and features a wrap-around porch. Both
sections have been covered with synthetic siding.

Mermorial Hall (198 Main Street, Myp #115-45, | nv. #336, NR 1984), the
exuberant Romanesque Revival visual centerpiece of thedistrict, i sa
two-story granite structurewith asymmetrical towers flanking the center gable
and projectingentry porch. The 1885 building, which serves as the Town Hall,
features a conplex pattern of polychromatic stonework, pointed arches,
buttresses, and balconies. The southernnmost tower i stopped by agranite
statue of a Civil War soldier. The building was constructed of local granite
by the Flynt Building and Construction Conpany of Mbnson.

Oh the broad awn i nfront of Menmorial Hall are two cannons representing
the Civil Vé&r and the Spanish-American War, and the Qushrman Menorial Fountain
(Map 115-45, I nv. #906, erected 1886). The Qushrman fountain, a round granite
structure with a cap supported by half columns, originally stood i nthe mddle
of Main Street, but was noved tofacilitate traffic flowearly i nthis century.

(continued)
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Archaeol ogical Description

VWile no prehistoric sites arecurrently recorded in thedistrict it is
possible that sites arepresent.. (ne known prehistoric site i s recorded i n
the general area (within onemle). The district also exhibits favorable
locatlonal criteria (mniml slope, good drainage, close proximtyto
wet | ands) for prehistoric sites. | ngeneral, however, thepotential for
locating significant prehistoric archaeological remains i sl|owbecause of
historic period developnent in thedistrict. Historic archaeological remains
in the district aremostly limted toconstruction features associated with
md tolate 19th century comercial and religious structures still extanti n
the district. Sheet refuse nay also be present around these structures.
OCccupational related features (trash pits, privies, wells) and outbuilding
remains nay al so exist associated with the ca. 1870 Universalist Parsonage
| ocated on Main Street.

(end)



Monson Center Historic District, Monson, M assachusetts
8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance ofthis property inrelation to other properties:

* nationally 1 | statewide fx] locally ~p-~i N jggQ

Applicable National Register Criteria [ X]AO B [X}CI |D

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [XIA PHBI |C | IDI IE I IF I |G
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture 1800-1915

Commerce

Community Planning and Devel opment
Polities / Governnment

Religion Cultural Affiliation
Significant Person Architect/Builder
Reynolds, J.L. ; Ellis. A D Flynt Building & Construction Conpany

Carter. Elias:

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Mbnson Center Historic District represents the comercial and
institutional devel opment of the Town of Monson from the Federal Period,
through the 19th century surge in prosperity and manufacturing, to the
devel opnent of the nmodern suburb after 1915, Thedistrict retains integrity
of design, materials, location, feeling, and association, and meets Criteria A
and Cand Exceptions Aand Bof the National Register at thelocal |evel.

The devel opnent of the Town Center district can beattributed toa shift
in Monson's civic focus. Theoriginal town center of thel8th centurywas
| ocated north of the proposed district, at theintersection of Main and H gh
Streets, and was centered onthe Congregational Church. Thedistribution of
textile mlls and workers housing inthe 19th century led t othe devel opnent
of acomercial district about one half mle south of theold center. By the
m d- 1880s, after |and was donated for the erection of Menorial Hall, the
proposed district emerged as the clear civic and comrercial center of Mnson
and has remained sot othe present day.

1775- 1830

The central village of Monson was laid out inthe 1760s with aradial road
pattern | eading from the Congregational Church tooutlying areas. Mbnson
erected i ts first Congregational church in 1762 at what i s presently M nand
Hgh Streets, and coomerce naturally gravitated tothe area. However,
competition imediately emerged from t hesouthern sectionof Main Street as
the Norcross Tavern, built ca. 1775, becane a popul ar social center. (The
Norcross Tavern, which lies just outside the proposed district, was |isted
Individually onthe National Register in 1984.)

Enbargoes onBritish trade inthe early 19th century led to the
devel opnent of domestic industries and ushered | na period of comrercial
expansion for Monson. The Monson granite quarries were opened i n 1809,
providing high-quality foundation stone for the United States Arnory i n

pn See continuation sheet
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Springfield and other major building projects. Several local entrepreneurs
saw the potential for water-powered textile production on Chicopee Brook,
which runs parallel to Main Street (Route 32), and established small mills for
cotton and wool en weaving and for cloth finishing.

The main north-south route through Monson was inproved as a turnpike from
Pal mer, Massachusetts to Stafford, Connecticut, which further encouraged
devel oprment in the town center. The growth of Mnson's econony and
transportation systemwas reflected inthe constructionof institutional,
comercial, and residential buildingsinthe growing town center.

In general, early 19th century buildingsinthe town center tended to be
nore anbitious than those in outlying areas. Full-fledgedhouses were
nunerous in the village, while one-story cottages were nore conmon throughout
town. The Universalist parsonage on Main Street (Mp 115-22, Inv. #342, built
ca. 1820) is the earliest extant residence inthe district and reflects a
conservative plan with stylish Federal details.

1830- 1850

The md-19th century was a period of rapid industrial expansion in
Monson. I n the years preceding the Civil Vér, local industrialists and
entrepreneurs achieved a stable financial base. After the war, they expanded
their operations, providing enplo3rnent for increasing nunbers of people.
Mbnson' s popul ation increased by forty-one percent between 1830 and 1870, from
about 2,200 to 3,200 people. The industrialists also acquired substanti al
personal fortunes and a strong influenceinlocal affairs. Unlike nany other
Massachusetts towns, Monson's industries were owned by |ocal residents, rather
than absentee investors. Philanthropy and comunity involvement were
essential conponents of the industrial paternalismthat provided a stable
environment for businesses and residents.

The opening of the New London Northern railroad through Mnson i n 1850
provided rapid and Inexpensive transportation for both raw and finished
goods. The business of the Flynt granite quarry Increased, now that the heavy
bl ocks of stone could be nore easily shipped. Mnson's woolen mlls also
prospered with three mlls, which enployed 170 people in 1850, increasingto
six mlls by 1870.

The manufacture of straw hats and bonnets devel oped as Monson's third
maj or industry during this period. Charles Merrick introduced the business to
Mbnson as a cottage industryin 1838 and by 1841 had erected a two-story
factory (no longer extant) on Main Street, north of the district. [In 1858, he
and his partners established a sales outlet inNw York. By 1865 Mbnson was
the Connecticut Valley's primary producer of straw hats and bonnets and the
fifth largest producer of straw goods i n Massachusetts.

(continued)
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By 1870, Mbnson's town center, growing on a north-south axis along Main
Street, had developed clear functional enclaves. The Congregational Church,
with its coomanding site at Main and Hgh Streets (north of the district),
provided a focus for theold town center. The surrounding area included the
hones of professionals, prosperous merchants, and community | eaders. The
stretch of Main Street south of theold center was Iined by |arger hones and
by thebuildings of Mnson Acadeny, a private secondary school. The expansive
Merrick & Fay Straw Wrks established a clear break between t henorthernand
southern stretches of Main Street. South of thestraw works was t he new
commercial center, proposed for National Register [isting i n this nom nation.

The new town center was appropriately bounded by industry and the
railroad: theStraw Wrks tothenorth, theNMnson Wol en Manufacturing Qo.
(Qushman Mills) totheeast, theReynolds and Ellis mlls tothesouth, and
the railroad trackstothewest. Wthinthe district were a dense cluster of
nodest hones and stores. As people noved t o Monson t owork i nthe local
Industries, they sought housing within walking distance of thetown center, in
order tohave access t onmarkets and comunity services. The Irish Catholic
wor ker's nei ghborhood that developed south of thedistrict further supported
the civic and comrercial roles of thetown center. Financial support and
active involvement fromtwomll owners who |ived at thesouth end of Main
Street (J. L. Reynolds and A D Ellis) also helped strengthen thecivic focus.

The Methodi st Church (Main and Qushnan Streets, Mp 115-34, Inv. #265),
built in 1850, was thefirst church tobe erected i n Mnson center sincethe
Congregational Church i n 1762. \Wile Congregationalism remained t he backbone
of thecomunity and was t heexclusive affiliation of selectnen and mill
owners, Methodismgrew i n popularity anong Yankee mi |l workers and farners.
The church synbolized thegrow ng heterogeneity of Mnson's populationand the
financial support that mill owners provided for their workers. J. L.

Reynol ds, theproprietor of a major woolen mill, supported the Methodist
Church for nany years because it was favored by his workers. As the
proportion of Irish Catholic workers increased, Protestant m |l owners also
nade substantial donations totheestablishment and upkeep of Saint Patrick's
Church (located south of theproposed district). 1 n1855, Irish immigrants
nade up el even percent of Monson's total popul ation. By 1905, thelrish
represented twenty percent of thetotal.

1885-1915

The turn oftxe 20th century brought both thezenith and the decline of
Mbnson' s econom c prosperity, as a tradition of strong re-investnent i nlocal
industries was underm ned by changing economc conditions, prolonged
confrontations between nanagenent and | abor, and repeated fires at the mill
conpl exes.

(continued)
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Monson's industrial base was founded on granite, straw, and wool en goods
and the 1880s and 1890s appear to have been decades of prosperity. The woolen
mills enployed about one thousand workers i nthe md-1890s. S F Qushnman and
Sons replaced their ol d wood frame textile mill on Qushman Street (east of the
district) with a new brick conplex in 1886. The two conpeting straw works
(Merrick & Fay north of the district, Colunbia Straw Wrks south of the
district) enployed about eight hundred nen and wonen, while the Flynt granite
quarry (northwest of the ol dtown center) enployed several hundred people.

The height of Monson's industrial prosperity i s well documented inthe
town's late 19th century public buildings and monuments, nmost of which were
underwritten by local Industrialists. The Lyon Menorial Library (1882), the
Flynt Fountain (1882), and the Soldiers Mnument (1884), located at the ol d
town center of Main and High Streets, reflect the efforts of established
famlies to mintain a strong civic focus around the Congregational Church.
The Menorial Town Hall (1885), Qushman Fountain (1888), and Universalist
Church (1889) i nthe proposed district represent the grow ng inportance of the
new town center.

The construction of the Memorial Town Hall (198 Main Street, Mp 115-45,
[nv. #336), built in1885 with [and and rmoney donated by the Reynolds family,
clearly established the new civic and social focus of the community. The area
around Menorial Hall energed by 1894 as the primary center of commerci al
activity, municipal authority, and public recreation. The old town center at
Main and High Streets becane increasingly Isolated frombusiness and nore
deeply associated with educationthrough the expansion of the Monson Acadeny.
The ol d town center was a conservative nei ghborhood, hone to the ol der
famlies and nost venerable institutions. By 1912, with the decline of the
Flynt granite quarries, very [ittle business remnined i nthe oldcenter. By
contrast, the new town center had gained several |andmark buildings, including
a hotel, a post office, a telephone conpany, new commercial blocks, and a
theatre. The Wodbine Block (170 Main Street, Mp 115-41, Inv. #341, built
ca. 1880) and the Noble Block (186 Main Street, Mp 115-43, Inv. #338, built
ca. 1890) illustrate the emerging character of the town center.

Menorial Hall and the Universalist Church are two landmark institutional
buildings that are especially significant to the period. Both were
underwritten by wealthy mll-owning famlies with a vested interest inthe
southern end of Main Street. Menorial Hall (198 Main Street, Mp 115-45, Inv.
#336, built 1885) was erected as a nonunent to Civil Vér veterans and has
since becorme a menorial to veterans of all wars. The site was chosen by the
Reynolds family, who donated the |land and a substantial anmount of cash. The
granite building contains offices for the Selectmen and other town boards, as
wel |l as a large auditorium and stage. Upon conpletionin 1885 the new hall
becarme the site of annual Town meetings and frequent entertainments. Town

(continued)



(’RIIISNPemi»“@)« OKiMpwiDWii immit

United Statee Department of the Interior AR 161990
National Park Sen/ice

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

A u 8 B A Monson Center Historic District,
section number 2 Page 1 Monson, Massachusetts

meetings had previously been held in the Congregational Church, so the
erection of Menorial Hall signalled a clear break with the ol d tow center.
The auditoriumand stage, which were expanded in 1902, accommodated a wi de
range of musical and theatrical entertainment.

The Universalist Church (Mp 115-22A Inv. #340, built 1889) was a pet
project of AD Ellis, the only non-Congregational mill owner in Mnson. The
I npressive granite church building lent additional prestige and stability to a
nei ghbor hood already attractive to merchants because of itslocation near a
densely populated mill workers' neighborhood. The Universalist Church never
achieved a very l|arge nenbership i n conparison to Monson's other churches, but
the building remains an inpressive nonunent to the paternalistic hand of one
m |l owner.

The Noble Block (186 Main Street, Mp 115-43, Inv. 338) is the
best-preserved exanple of a late 19th century comercial block i n downtown
Monson. |t was constructed ca. 1890 by the operator of a local stage line to
serve as tenenment and conmmercial space.

The Qushman Fountain (nmap 115-45, Inv. #906), a large granite structure
with classical details, originally stood inthe mddle of Main Street. The
fountain was erected in 1886 by Sol onon Qushrman, a promnent citizen and mill
owner who served on several inportant civic commttees. | twas designed to
honor his famly, wo had held a long interest in Mnson's textile industries,
and to provide for the well-being of local residents. Wth the advent of the
autonobi l e, the fountain becane a traffic hazard and was noved to a safer
location on the lawn of Menorial Hall.

1915- 1989

In 1916, the Ellis fam |y donated nmore than half the funds needed to erect
a new school on South Main Street (south of the district). | tws the |ast
significant industrialist donation for a public building. All of Monson's
three industries (granite, straw, and textiles) declined significantly. The
straw hat and bonnet Industry closed in 1927, the quarries in 1930.  Several
mlls closed inthe 1930s and 1940s. The Ellis mlls hung on the |ongest, but
closed in 1959 after a dispute over unionization.

VWiile other Industriesand businesses have been established i n Mnson, the
town i s predomnantly suburban in character. The old streetcar line from
Pal mer ceased operation in 1920. Local roads were hardened and inproved to
acconmodat e automobile traffic. The gas stationsthat punctuate the downtown
streetscape today reflect the growing popularity of autonobiles in the 1930s
and the characteristic shift in conmting patterns.

(continued)
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Archaeol ogical Significance

Historic archaeological remains i nthedistrict have thepotential for
providing information onconstruction techniques andsub-surfacearchitectural
features associated with 19th century religious andcomercial structures as
wel | as social andeconomc data pertaining toparishioners andclergy of the
different churches i nthedistrict. Sheet refuse around churches can provide
information onactivities held at thechurch and t hesocial, economc and
cultural nake up of the parishioners. Qccupation related features at the
par sonage can provide simlar information ontheclergy andthefam|lieswo
lived there and, indirectly onthe conmunity at large. Historic
archaeol ogical information i nthedistrict nay also provide comparative
information useful i nreviewing thechange i nthe town focus fromthe ol der
settlement area tothenorth tothedistrict locale.

(end)
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Section 10. Boundary Justification

The buildings and structuresthat | i ebeyond the boundaries of the
proposed historic district differ in character and orientation from those
within the district, as described bel ow

Main Street: Vst side, heading north

The first property north of the district is a large, one-story nodern

supermarket that has recently been expanded into a conmercial strip mall. The
commrerci al conpl ex occupies an L-shaped | ot to the north and west of the
district.

Beyond the conmercial conplex. Main Street islined with inpressive late
19th and early 20th century residences, nany of which were related to the
devel opnent of the Mdnson Acadeny (now nerged with the WIbraham Acadeny) as a
private school. The consistent streetscape of residences and institutiona
buildings culmnates in the Congregational Church conplex at the intersection
of Main and High Streets (north of the district) and the ol d Mnson Acadeny
buildings on Hgh Street. The north Main Street/High Street area devel oped as
a distinct upper mddle class residential neighborhood and has traditionally
been the seat of Mnson's Congregational establishment. |t appears to
constitute a potential historic district inltsow right witha pattern of
devel opnent related to, but distinct from that of Mwnson Center

Main Street; East side, heading north

The first property north of the proposed district isa tight cluster of
late 19th century vernacular cottages (two facing the street and one on a rear
parcel) that have been repeatedly nodified and updated. At |east one of the
buildings i s scheduled for demolitioninorder to provide additional parking
for the Monson Savings Bank. Al | three buildings have suffered a |oss of
architectural Integrity.

The next building north is the Monson Savings Bank, a one-story
neo- Georgian brick building. The block Itself was originally a standard |ate
19th century conmercial block, but i tws extensively altered and rebuilt in
the 1940s to its current configuration. N evidence of the earlier block is
visible, although i tdid provide the structural core of the present building

Next i s a nodern gasoline and service station (ca. 1960) surrounded by
asphal t

Next is a small cemetery, which was established by the town around 1800.
The stones are nostly rectangular marble tablets in the neo-Classlcal style
The stones are severely weathered and the inscriptions are barely legible

(continued)
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Next is thefornmer Monson Hgh School, a two-story, brick, neo-Georgian
building erected in 1922, The building iscurrently being used as a mddle
school. This was thesite of theHei nann and Lichten Hat Wrks, an inportant
manuf acturing conpl ex which was destroyed by fire inthe early 20th century.

The renminder of Main Street, north totheintersection with Hgh Street,
consists of late 19th and early 20th century residences, interspersedwth
institutional buildings fromtheformer Mnson Acadeny. The streetscape i s
oriented toward theCongregational Church, as described above, and appearst o
constitute a potential historic district of a sonmewhat different character.

Qushnan Street: North and south sides, heading east

Beyond t he eastern boundary of theproposed historic district is the
Qushnan mi | | conpl ex on Chi copee Brook. The conplex consists of a large brick
mll erected in 1886 and a series of snmaller frame buildings which served as a
mll office and residences. The mill conplex appears toconstitute a
potential district inits oamnright andis radically different from the Monson
Center district inboth scale andcharacter.

Main Street; East side, heading south

South of the proposed district, the east side of Main Street consists of
19th century mddle class hones, with sone |ater Intrusions (including a
service station and new residential construction). South Main Street and the
short residential streets running east from Main Street devel oped as a mddle
and working class neighborhood related tothekEllis textile mlls in South
Monson. The Ellis #3mill, anearly 20th century brick conplex, surviveson
the east side of Main Street and could serve as t he focus of a South Monson
historic district.

Main Street; Vst side heading south

The first parcel south of theproposed district on the west side of Main
Street isalargevacant | ot that was formerly occupied by a Victorian
commercial block. The comercial structure was destroyed earlier inthis
century and t heuninproved dirt | ot has been used for parking. Plans to erect
a menorial fountain on the parcel have been stalled.

Next i s the Monson Post Office, a one-story, brick, neo-Colonial building
(ca. 1960).

Next i s the Monson Police Station, housed ina md-19th century wood-frame
commercial block. Unfortunately, thebuilding has been extensivelyaltered
and suffered a great loss of integrity. Sone Italianate details remain
visible on the upper story and eave |ine.

(continued)
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The remaining buildings onthewest side of Main Street are 19th century
residences, sone of which have been adapted t ocommercial use. Mst of the
wood-frane structures were built as housing for mddle-level mll workers
enpl oyed by t he South Mbonson woolen mills. The nei ghborhood i s dom nated by
the Catholic Church on Geen Street (oneblock upfromMin Street) and the
Ellis m Il conplexes on South Main andBliss Streets.

Lincoln Street; Geen Street; Vst of proposed district

Lincoln Street and G een Street areresidential streets that extendof f
of Main Street, southwest of the district. Thehouses onboth streets are
predom nantly sinple md-19th century wood-frame structures built for working
class famlies enployed by t heSouth Monson woolen mills. Mst of the
residents were Irish andthe nei ghborhood was clearly oriented towardt he
Catholic Church onQGeen Street (theonly church i n Monson which di d not front
on Main Street). Thearea appears eligible forlisting as an historic
district I nitsowright, based onthe Irish, French-Canadian, and Polish
nei ghbor hoods whi ch devel oped i nrelation totheSouth Monson textile
industries.

(end)
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UTM References

L J L J L B (I O T I
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing

cLU I .1 .. 1L pL. u L .1 .01 i

[X] See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

The Monson Center Historic District i sbounded by therear | ot lines of eight parcels on
the east and west sides of Main St., as indicated ontheattached Assessors NMap #115.
Town of Monson, massachusetts. Thedistrict includes parcels 115-22, 115-22A.

115-34, 115-41, 115-42, 115-43, 115-44, 115-45, andthesection of Main St. (Route 32)

| | See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

pn See continuation sheet

11 FormPreePared%/ _ _ o . .
nameltitle gory Farmer / M Orelup, Pioneer Valley Planning Conm ssion with Betsy Frieriberg
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street & numhor 80 Boylston Street telephone (617)727-8470

. .z de 02116
city or town Boston state. ZIp coae _



Parcel //

115-22
115- 22A
115- 34
115-41
115-41
115-42
115-43
115-44
*115-45
115-45
115-45
115-45

*NR 1984

S NARY.

NATTONAL FEG@ STER F HSTAR C ALAES - D STR CT DATA SHET
MONSIN MSSAOH EETTS BANTER HSTCR C D STR CT

Addr ess Nae
Mai n St. Universali st
Main St. Universali st
Main St. Met hodi st Church
170 Main St. Wodbi ne Bl ock
172-176 Main St. Commercial row
178 Main St. Ni chol s Bl ock
186 Main St. Nobl e Bl ock
194 Main St. Ber ger on house
198 Main St. Memori al Hal |
Main St. Civil Var cannon
Main St. Cannon
Main St. Qushnman Fount ain

5 Contributing Bl dgs.
1 Contributing Structure
2 contributing Qojects

4 Non-contributing Bl dgs.

Par sonage c. 1820

1800/ 1910

Style

Feder al
Romanesque
Romanesque
[talianate

Ver nacul ar

Ver nacul ar
Victorian
Fed./ Col. Rev.
Romanesque

Victorian

[nv.

342
340
265
341

339
338
337
336

906

St at us

Bl dg./C

@ W
eNol o}
Q@@aQ
OO

el ook
Qo
~
66

g./C

vollosfesRoslvs

APR
AN1990



UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT CF THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REG STER CF HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI ON RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: NOM NATI ON

PRCPERTY Monson Center Historic District
NAME:

MULTI PLE
NAME :

STATE & OOUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Hanpden

DATE RECEI VED: 4/ 16/ 90 DATE CF PENDI NG LI ST:
DATE CF 16TH DAY: 5/ 17/ 90 DATE CF 45TH DAY:
DATE CF WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUVBER 90000788

NOM NATOR  STATE

REASONS FCR REVI EW

5/ 01/ 90
5/ 31/ 90

APPEAL: N DATA PRCBLEM Y LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS N
OrHER N PDIL: N PERI OD: N PROERAM UNAPPROVED N

REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATI ONAL:
GCOMMENT WAl VER N
ACCEPT RETURN REJECT 9/9 O DATE

ABSTRACT/ SUMVARY COMMENTS

RECOM /CRI T
REVI EViEER

DI SCI PLI NE
DATE

DOCUMENTATI ON see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/ N



CLASSI FI CATI ON

count resource type
STATE FEDERAL AENCY CERTI FI CATI ON
FUNCTI ON

historic current
DESCRI PTI ON

.architectural classification

_materials
_descriptive text

SI GNI FI CANCE
Areas of Significance—Check andjustify below . Yy
Specific dates ~ Builder/Architect A A INNAUYY
Statenent of Significance (i noneparagraph) "/ACcJ"A"MI Ny NN e
summary paragraph KAA -Ayrrjjji 'L t/3” s o= -
conpl et eness
Aclarity Jli-~JJuun JNMANNTAN CXAIN
applicable criteria (J <N 2*<?27Mpi Xi C -/~ <nrn CtyLZjMn
justification of areas checkec”37 CKIMYAKMILA (9IL.tZMyyt™
relating significance t otheresource,. L~XN. /[->, /
Zl context C;, PeEANT [ dAi Mt A
relationship of integrity to significancT-j*; " A2l (2<C C'c6cW ,CUIMiI"CayK<je
justification of exception A-yN yo-N Sa/ lyyl NN >

CECERAPH CAL DATI

.acreage verbal boundary description
UTMs boundary justification
ACCOMPANYI NG DOCUMENTATI QN PRESENTATI CN CIf-  ST*A V\CWW »' HY < "Xt ANAA
Oul4™ .Uu<h jOCMCjtd. AN
.sketch maps _UBGB maps  AVj Aphot ogr aphs presentation, »<' «*"<Si -. CL-C

O'HER GCOMMENTS
Questions concerning this nom nation nmay bedirectedt o

Phone

Signed Dat e



PRCBLEM DESCRIPTION SHEET State Name M A County Name N=<y N N<MN

Resour ce Nane
Data Col | ector's Sumane_ /" Today's Date ~ / ~-C/ 7
Federal Register List / / Cert. Date / /
Ref er ence No.
Descri be Probl em
— —f-n ~
[iih -Ag~rtgCwk
1IQiN StEff X' (OZATAANN TA\V/ [F 1A IIMINAMN yio ynj™\»
Team Leader Cat e / / N RSt af f Cat e / /
Probl CTi Team Cat e / /

Form VIADO - 6
03/ 27/ 85



Ret urn

eriri letfer Action: SR Final
Collector Rer ndatlon: SLR /¢ . eriricatlon/Retyrn e
DOCUHCNTATION ISSOES—OISCOSSIOM SMEBT
State County fiy>  ReooMrco WAjyi<M.AN - Cty™Mi HP
NHItI*"le NaM
Reference No LloteJ Onte
Section of Noalnatlmit .
Claoolfleet lon Beecrlftloa Otogrnrlilcol teta
ttate/Agcncy Certification Significance Acco«fanylng D»c«Mantatla«
rnnctlon eIbllograflilcal Raferencea Other
See fage Iter*rafk
Solntlon:
M Stafft Batat
«ate Collector*a Kaplanatlo® of rrokleat® /N ' oA\ f ~ /
NZ(La-4n AJilN-ANA N2EANAAN &1 "n*Mfrecnhcn- AR S GV O S R = A foll~1 ~icnn 72>
1 1 1 1 1 1 N\
n'— — r X .
C
Data Collector Date: Ay DA

Reool utl on i n Data Raac:

DR Corrected: Dot e



NPS Fonn 10400 OMBMoi  10Z*W»
(Rn MS)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places R2< 13

Registration Form NATIONAL
REGISTER

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See instructions in Guidelines
for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering
the requested information. If an item does not apply to the property ljeing documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, styles, materials,
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed in the instructions. For additional space use continuation sheets
(Form 10-900a). Type all entries.

1. Name of Property
historic name Monson Center Historic District
other names/site number

2. Location

street & number Mai nSt. | Inot for publication"
city, town Monson | lvicinity"
state  MA code 025 county Hampden code 013 zip code mnR7

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
private I Ibuilding(s) Contributing Noncontributing
Fx] public-local fXI district . 5 4 buildings
e  public-State | Isite NA NA sites
| | public-Federal | Istructure NA structures
| lobject objects
A Tad
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously

listed in the National Register 1

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

Xs the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my.iopinion, tI)" propenly B meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation street,

Signa‘ra ef eertifying official A Date '

Execy'tive Director, Massachusetts Historical State Historic Preservaton Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National,Park Service Certification
I, heret)yr*enify that this property is:
{entered in the National Register.
| | See continuation sheet.
I ldetermined eligible for the National
Register. Q See continuation sheet.
| I determined not eligible for the
National Register.

I Iremoved from the National Register.
O other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



Monson CGenter Historic District, Mnson, Mssachusetts
6 Function or Wse

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
mae / Trade Gvernnent / Tom Ha
Religion CQnmerce / Trade
Qvernnent / Tow Hall Rel i gi on
7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)

(enter categories from instructions)

foundation  Stone / gr anite

Late Victorian / Fonanes
Md 19th c. / Geek Reviva walls \é?gge/ /Cg?gg??gd
Farly Republic /Federal roof _ stone / slate; asphalt

other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

~ The Mnson CGenter Historic District isalinear district conprising nine
bui I di ngs, one structure, and tw associated objects al ong a one-bl ock section
of Min Street inthe center of Mnson. The buildi n?s range i ndate of
construction fromca. 1800to ca. 1910, but nost of the resources reflect
Nbnson' s heyday of 1865to0 1915, The commercial and residential buildings are
general |y of two-story, wood-frane construction covered wth clapboards or
shingles. The domnant public buildings (Mnorial Hill and the Universalist
Church) are notabl e exceptions constructed of Mnson granite.

Setbacks and | andscaping inthe district vary, but sitework i s mnina on
nost parcels, asistypical of acomercial center. Min Street i s awde,
hardened road that runs north and south through the town, connecting itto
Pal ner, Massachusetts and Stafford, Connecticut. It was laid out inthe 18th
century and designated as Massachusetts Foute 32 inthe 1920s. A one tine,
mature el mand napl e trees lined Min Street inthe center of Mnson, but
were danaged and uprooted by hurricanes i nthe 1930s and 1950s, so very few
trees line Min Street today.

- Several of the churches and residences on Min Street feature snall yards
informally landscaped with |awns, trees, and shrubs. Mnorial Hall, as the
visual center of the district, isset back fromthe road behind a substantial
lawn.  The rel at[velgé grand setting amd the utilitarian, businesslike

at nosphere of Min Street enphasi zes the civic inportance of Mnorial Hll and
its role as a coomunity | andnark.

The district features unusually strong anchors, including the Methodi st
Church, the Universalist Church, Menorial Hall, and the Noble Bock (a
recent|y rehabilitated conmercial building). Thedistrict contains one
structure that isindividually listed onthe National Register: Menorial Hall
(198 Min ., listed in 1984{. There are four noncontributing buildi nﬁs,.
three of which are 19th century conmercial bl ocks nowcovered with synthetic
siding andw th nodern storefronts. The other i s anenlarged residence now
covered with synthetic siding.

pn See continuation sheet
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Main Street - West Side (north to south)

The Universalist Parsonage (Map 115-22, Inv. #342) is a two-story,
wood-frame building erected ca. 1820 on a three, bay, front gabled, side hall
plan. The flushboarded pediment is supported by narrow corner pilasters and
pierced by a semi-elliptical fanlight, while the eaves are supported by runs
of small modillion blocks. The narrow entrance is framed by Roman pilasters,
a rectangular transom with delicate tracery, and a dentilated cornice. The
design and details suggest a blending of Federal and Greek Revival styles.

The Universalist-Unitarian Church (Map 115-22A, Inv. #340, built 1889) at
the northwest corner of Main and Lincoln Streets presents a picturesque
interpretation of the Romanesque Revival style and serves as a southern anchor
for the district. The church is constructed of Monson granite with polychrome
stonework framing the front, stained glass windows, arched tower openings,
gables, and pinnacles. The heavy entrance tower flows into a graceful belfry
and spire. The lower chapel bay features a conical tower and stained glass
windows. The variety of tower windows and the crested slate roof are
characteristic Romanesque features. To the rear, set well back from the
street, is an unobtrusive one-story frame addition.

Main Street - East Side (north to south)

The Methodist Church on the northeast corner of Main and Cushman Streets
(Map 115-34, Inv. #265) was erected in 1850. The wood-frame building features
a simple rectangular plan and a square entrance tower centered on the gable
end. The flushboarded facade is pierced by three recessed arches that enclose
narrow arched windows. A deeply moulded quatrefoil window marks the top of
the entrance tower, and pairs of small pointed spires mark the eave lines.
The tall spire that topped the belfry and entrance tower was damaged in the
1938 hurricane and had to be removed in 1952. Photographs record its
appearance, which could facilitate restoration.

The Woodbine Block (170 Main Street, Map 115-41, Inv. #341) on the
southeast corner of Main and Cushman Streets is a two-story, flat-roofed,
wood-frame commercial building erected ca. 1880. In its original state, it
featured a clapboard exterior with a wide frieze enriched by moulded panels
and scrolled brackets supporting in the cornice. The building is now
completely sheathed in vinyl siding. The storefront windows are recent
alterations that link the building with adjacent stores.

The one-story commercial row at 172-176 Main Street (Map 115-41) was built
ca. 1885, but is now hidden behind a modern facade. TI"e early twentieth
century appearance of the row is preserved in photographs, but the old
storefronts were removed during the later remodeling.

(continued)
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The two-story, front-gabled, wood frame commercial building at 178 Main
Street (Map 115-42, Inv. #339, ca. 1880) has also suffered from insensitive
remodeling. A-new brick storefront has been added to the street level and
synthetic siding has been added to the upper story. Despite these changes,
the scale and orientation of the building help to suggest the traditional
character of Monson's commercial district.

The Noble Block at 186 Main Street (Map 115-43, Inv. #338, built ca, 1890)
is the best-preserved example of a wood-frame, commercial building in Monson
and has been recently rehabilitated. The 2 1/2-story building is built on a
rectangular plan with the gable end facing Main Street. The gable elevation
features two plate-glass storefronts at the street level. The long side
elevation reveals a series of large dormers in the roofline. Access to the
residential units above the stores is provided by staircases and porches
accented by spooled posts, brackets, and sawtooth trim.

The two-story, wood-frame residence at 194 Main Street (Map 115-44, Inv,
#337) is set back from the street and was erected in two different time
periods. The earlier (rear) portion of the building is a hip-roofed
Federal-style residence erected ca. 1800 and attributed to Elias Carter, a
prominent local builder. The front section was erected ca. 1910 in the
Colonial Revival four-square style and features a wrap-around porch. Both
sections have been covered with synthetic siding.

Memorial Hall (198 Main Street, Map #115-45, Inv. #336, NR 1984), the
exuberant Romanesque Revival visual centerpiece of the district, is a
two-story granite structure with asymmetrical towers flanking the center gable
and projecting entry porch. The 1885 building, which serves as the Town Hall,
features a complex pattern of polychromatic stonework, pointed arches,
buttresses, and balconies. The southernmost tower is topped by a granite
statue of a Civil War soldier. The building was constructed of local granite
by the Flynt Building and Construction Company of Monson.

On the broad lawn in front of Memorial Hall are two cannons representing
the Civil War and the Spanish-American War, and the Cushman Memorial Fountain
(Map 115-45, Inv. #906, erected 1886). The Cushman fountain, a round granite
structure with a cap supported by half columns, originally stood in the middle
of Main Street, but was moved to facilitate traffic flow early in this century,

(continued)
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Archaeol ogi cal  Description

Wi le no prehistoric sites are currently recorded inthe district it is
POSSI ble that sites are present. e known prehistoric site is recorded in
he_t};eneral area (wWthinonemle). Thedistrict also exhibits favorable
locaitional criteria (mninal slope, good drainage, close proximty to
wet | ands) for.?[em storic sites. Ingeneral, however, the Fotentlal for
| ocating significant prehistoric arc,haeol,oc{n cal remains is low because of
historic period devel opnent in the district. Hstoric archaeol ogical renains
in the district are nostly limted to construction features associated wth
md to late 19th century ‘conmercial and religious structures still extant in
the district. Sheet refuse nay al so be present around these structures.
Qcupational related features (trash pits, privies, wells) and outbuilding
renai ns nay al so exist associated with the ca. 1870 Universalist Parsonage
| ocated on Min Street.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

| I nationally | | statewide fx | locally
Applicable National Register Criteria [X]|A [X\C
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) N C £ QF /
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
&oonier et ur e 1820- 1940

Rel i gi on
Politics / Qvernnent
Cultural Affiliation

Significant Person Architect/Builder

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

~ The Mbnson CGenter Historic District represents the comercial and .
institutional devel opnent of the Tom of Mnson fromthe |ate Federal Period,
through the 19th century surgbe I n prospentg/ and manufacturing, to the
devel opnent of the nodern suburb after 1915, The district and the individual
bui | di ntt;_s retain integrity of design, materials, location, feeling, .
association, and neets Criteria Aand Cand Exceptions Aand B of the National
Register at the local |evel. -

~Tre devel opnent of the Tomn Center district can be attributed to a shift
in Mbnson's civic focus. Tkleor|g| nal town center of the 18th century was

| ocated north of the proposed district, at the intersection of Min andHgh
Streets, and was centered on the Congregational Church. The distribution of
textile mlls andworkers housing inthe 19th century |ed to the devel opnent
of aconmercial district about one half mle south of the old center. Bythe
md-1880s, after |and was donated for the erection of Mnorial Hall, the
proposed district energed as the clear civic and comercial center of Minson
ad has renained soto the present day.

; 17751830

The central villa?e of Mnson was laid out inthe 1760s with a radial road

. pattern |eading fromthe Congregati onal Church to outlying areas. Mnson
erected its first Congregational church in 1762 at what is presently Min and
Hgh Streets, and conmerce naturally ?rawtated tothe area. Hwever,
conpetition 1mwediately energed fromthe southern sectionof Min Street as
the Norcross Tavern, built ca. 1775 becane a popular social center. (The
Norcross Tavern, which lies just outside the proposed district, was |isted
individually onthe National Register in1984.)

Enbargoes on British trade inthe early 19th century led tothe
devel opnent of donestic industries and ushered in a period of conmercial
expansion for Mnson. The Minson granite quarrieswere opened i n 1809,

[EJ See continuation sheet
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has been requested
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| designated a National Historic Landmark

| | See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data:
fx| State historic preservation office
| I Other State agency

| Federal agency

I Local government

I
I
I recorded by Historic American Buildings | | University

Survey # other
I Irecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:

Record #

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property 3.4 arces

UTM References _ o _ _ _
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| | See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

The Mbnson Center Historic District I's bounded by the rear ot lines of eight parcels

on the east and west sides of Min St., as Indicated on the attached Assessors Mp #115,
Town of Monson, Massachusetts. The district includes parcels 115-22, 115-22A

115-34, 115-41, 115-42, 115-43, 115-44, 115-45, and the section of Min St.

(R. 32) that runs between them

| | See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

[X] See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By Betsy Friedberg, National Register D1r,MHC with Gregory Farmer &

namefite Margaret Orelup, Pioneer Valley Planning Commission, for Monson Historical Commission
organization I*"QSsachusetts Historical Commission date January 1991 (rev.)
street & number 80 Boylston Street .telephone (617) 727-8470
Boston state MA zip code

02116

city or town
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providing high-quality foundation stone for the United States Armory in
Springfield and other major building projects. Several local entrepreneurs
saw the potential for water-powered textile production on Chicopee Brook,
which runs parallel to Main Street (Route 32), and established small mills for
cotton and woolen weaving and for cloth finishing.

The main north-south route through Monson was improved as a turnpike from
Palmer, Massachusetts to Stafford,'Connecticut, which further encouraged
development in the town center. The growth of Monson's economy and
transportation system was reflected in the construction of institutional,
commercial, and residential buildings in the growing town center.

In general, early 19th century buildings in the town center tended to be
more ambitious than those in outlying areas. Full-fledged houses were
numerous in the village, while one-story cottages were more common throughout
town. The Universalist parsonage on Main Street (Map 115-22, Inv. #342, built
ca. 1820) is the earliest extant residence in the district and reflects a
conservative plan with stylish Federal details.

1830-1850

The mid-19th century was a period of rapid industrial expansion in
Monson. In the years preceding the Civil War, local industrialists and
entrepreneurs achieved a stable financial base. After the war, they expanded
their operations, providing employment for increasing numbers of people,
Monson's population increased by forty-one percent between 1830 and 1870, from
about 2,200 to 3,200 people. The industrialists also acquired substantial
personal fortunes and a strong influence in local affairs. Unlike many other
Massachusetts towns, Monson's industries were owned by local residents, rather
than absentee investors. Philanthropy and community involvement were
essential components of the industrial paternalism that provided a stable
environment for businesses and residents.

The opening of the New London Northern railroad through Monson in 1850
provided rapid and inexpensive transportation for both raw and finished
goods. The business of the Flynt granite quarry increased, now that the heavy
blocks of stone could be more easily shipped. Monson's woolen mills also
prospered with three mills, which employed 170 people in 1850, increasing to
six mills by 1870.

The manufacture of straw hats and bonnets developed as Monson's third
major industry during this period. Charles Merrick introduced the business to
Monson as a cottage industry in 1838 and by 1841 had erected a two-story
factory (no longer extant) on Main Street, north of the district. In 1858, he
and his partners established a sales outlet in New York. By 1865, Monson was
the Connecticut Valley's primary producer of straw hats and bonnets and the

(continued)
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fifth largest producer of straw goods i n Mssachusetts.

1870, Mnson's town center, growng on a north-south axis al ong Min
Street, had devel oped clear functional enclaves. The Congregational Church,
with its conmandingsite at Min and Hgh Streets (north of the district),
rovided a focus for the ol d town center. The surrounding area includedthe
of professionals, prosperous nerchants, and conmunity |eaders. The
stretch of Min Street south of the ol d center was lined by larger hones and
the buildings of Mnson Acadeny, a private secondary school. The expansive
rrick & Fay Sraw Wrks established a clear break between the northern and
southern stretchesof Min Street, South of the straw works was the new
conmercial center, proposed for National Register [isting inthis nomnation.

~The newtown center was apﬁroprlately bounded by industry and the
railroad: the Sraw Varks to the north, the Mnson Vol en Manufacturing Q.
Qshnan M | 1s) to the east, the Reynolds and Ellis mills to"the south, and
the railroad tracks to the west. Wthin the district were a dense cluster of
nodest hones and stores. As people noved to Minson to work i n the |ocal _
industries, they sought housing w thin walking distance of the town center, in
order to have access to narkets and coomunity services. The Irish Catholic
worker's neighborhood that devel oped south of the district further supported
the civic and comercial roles of the town center. Financial support and
active involvenent fromtwo mll owners wo lived at the south end of Min
Street (J. L Reynolds and A D Ellis) also hel ped strengthen the civic focus.

~ The Methodist Church (Min and Gshnan Streets, Mp 11534, |nv. #265),
built in 1850, was the first church to be erected I n Mnson center since the
Con?regatl onaf_ Gwrch in 1762, Wile Gongregational i sm renai ned the backbone
of the coomunity and was the exclusive affilration of selectnen and m||
owners, Mdthodismgrewin popularity anong Yankee m || workers and farners.
The church synbolized the growng heterogeneity of Minson' s popul ationand the
financial support that mll owners provided for their workers. J. L
Reynol ds, the proprietor of anaor woolen mll, supported the Methodi st
Church for years because i t was favored by his workers. Asthe
proportion of 1rish Catholic workers increased, Protestant m|l owners al so

substantial donations to the establishnent and upkeep of Saint Patrick's
Quwrch (located south of the proposed district). In 1855 Irish immgrants
nade up el even percent of Minson s total popul ation. By 1905, the Irish
represented twenty percent of the total,

1885- 1915

The turn of the 20th century brought both the zenith and the decline of
Nbnson' s economc prosperity, as atradition of strong re-investnent inlocal
industries was undermned by changing economc conditions, prolonged .
conf{ontatlons bet ween nanagenent and | abor, and repeated fires at the mll
conpl exes.

(cont i nued)
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Mnson' s industrial base was founded on granite, straw, and wool en

and the 1880s and 1890s ar to have been decades of rosperltié. The wool en
mlls enployed. about one thousand workers inthe md-1890s. S F Gshnan and
Sons repl aced their ol dwood frane textile mll on Gshnan Street (east of the
district) with a newbrick conplex in188. The two conpeting strawworks
é,Marrl.ck & north of the district, lunbia Sraw Varks south of the
istrict) enployed about eight hundred nen and wonen, while the Flynt granite
quarry (northwest of the ol d town center) enpl oyed several hundred people.

The height of Mnson' s industrial prosperity i swell docunented i n the
town's |ate 19th century public buildi ngﬁ]eand nonunents, nost of which were
underwitten by local industrialists. Lyon Menorial Library (1882), the
Flynt Fountain (1882), and the Sol diers Mnunent (1884), |located at the ol d
town center of Min and Hgh Streets, reflect theefforts of established
famlies tomaintain astrong civic focus around the Congre&\?atl_onal Chur ch.

The Menorial Tom Hall (1885();, Gushnan Fountai n (1888), and Uni versali st
Chur(%h (1889t) I nthe proposed district represent the grow ng inportance of the
new town center.

Tre construction of the Mnorial Tom Hll (198 Min Street, 115- 45,
Inv. #336), built in1885wth |and and noney donated by the Reynolds family,
clearly established the newcivic and social " focus of the coomunity. The area
around Menorial Hall energed by 1894 as the prinary center of conmercial
activity, nunicipal authority, and public recreation. The ol dtown center at
Min and Hgh Streets becane I ncreasingly isolated frombusiness and nore
deepl y associated with educationthrough the expansion of the Nbnson
Tre ol d town center was a conservative nei ghborhood, hone to the ol der
famlies and nost venerableinstitutions. By 1912, with the decline of the
Flynt granite quarries, very little business renained i nthe ol dcenter.
contrast, the nawtown center had gai ned several |andmark buildings, including
a hotel, a post office, atel efhone_c , newcommercial bl ocks, and a
theatre. Vdodbi ne Block (170 Min Street, Mp 115-41, Inv. #341, built
ca. 1880) and the Noble gTock (186 Min Street, Np 11543, Inv. #338, built
ca. 1890) illustrate the energing character of the town center.

~ Mnorial Hll and the Universalist Gurch are twolandnark institutional
bui I dings that are especially significant tothe period. Bothwere
underwr itten by wealthy mll-owning famlies with avested interest in the
southern end of Min Street, Mnorial Hll (198 Min Street, Np 11545 |nv,
#336, built 1885) was erected as a nonunent to Civil Ve veterans and has
since becone anenorial to veterans of all wars. The site was chosen by the
Reynol ds fam |y, who donated the land and a substantial anount of cash.” The
granite building contains offices for the Selectnen and other town boards, as
wel | as alarge auditoriumand stage. Upon conpletionin 1885 the newhall
becane the site of annual Town neetings and frequent entertai nments. Tomn
neetings had previously been held i nthe Congregational Church, so the

(conti nued)
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erection of Memorial Hall signalled a clear break with the old town center.
The auditorium and stage, which were expanded in 1902, accommodated a wide
range of musica.l and theatrical entertainment.

The Universalist Church (Map n5-22A, Inv, #340, built 1889) j*as a pet
project of A.D. Ellis, the only non-Congregational mill owner in Monson. The
impressive granite church building lent additional prestige and stability to a
neighborhood already attractive to merchants because of its location near a
densely populated mill workers' neighborhood. The Universalist Church never
achieved a very large membership in comparison to Monson's other churches, but
the building remains an impressive monument to the paternalistic hand of one
mill owner.

The Noble Block (186 Main Street, Map 115-43, Inv. 338) is the
best-preserved example of a late 19th century commercial block in downtown
Monson. It was constructed ca. 1890 by the operator of a local stage line to.
serve as tenement and commercial space.

The Cushman Fountain (map 115-45, Inv. #906), a large granite structure
with classical details, originally stood in the middle of Main Street. The
fountain was erected in 1886 by Solomon Cushman, a prominent citizen and mill
owner who served on several important civic coimiittees. It was designed to
honor his family, who had held a long interest in Monson's textile industries,
and to provide for the well-being of local residents. With the advent of the
automobile, the fountain became a traffic hazard and was moved to a safer
location on the lawn of Memorial Hall.

1915-1989

In 1916, the Ellis famly donated nore than half the funds needed to erect
a new school on South Min Street (south of the district). [t was the |ast
significant industrialist donation for apubllc bui | di ng. Al of Mnson' s
three industries (granite, straw, and tex ||es% declined significantly. The
straw hat and bonnet industry closed in 1927, the quarries 1n 1930. Severa
mlls closed inthe 1930s and 1940s. The Ellis mlls hung on the |ongest, but
closed in 1959 after a dispute over unionization.

Wi [ e other industries and businesses have been established in Mnson, the
town i s predomnantly suburban in character. The ol d streetcar [ine from
Pal ner ceased operafion in 1920. Local roads were hardened and inproved t o
acconmodat e aut onobi | e traffic. The gas stations that punctuate the dowt omn
streetscape today reflect the grow ng popul arity of autonobiles in the 1930s
and the characteristic shift in commuting patterns.

(cont i nued)
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3nary

The proposed hfstoric district represents a small but cohesive town center
with especially strong historical continuity. This cluster of local landmarks
and associated commercial structures is expected to be the first of several
contiguous historic districts in the village of Monson, each with distinct
historical and architectural characteristics. The other anticipated districts
are as follows:

1) The OIld Center District, one half mile north of the Monson Center
district, will focus on the Congregational Church and Lyon Memorial Library at
Main & High St., the institutional and support buildings related to Monson
Academy (a former private secondary school), and the surrounding exclusive
residential neighborhood. (Criteria A & C; period of significance 1760-1940)

2) The Cushman Mill District at Main & Cushman St., immediately northeast of
the Monson Center district, will include the brick manufacturing complex,
related wood frame office and tenement buildings, and private residences.
(Criteria A & C, period of significance 1790-1940)

3) The Ellis Mill District at Main, Bridge, and Green Streets, immediately
east and south of the Monson Center district, will center on the Ellis #1 and
Ellis #3 woolen mills, adjacent tenement houses, St. Patrick's Ramen Catholic
church, and the surrounding working-class residential neighborhood. (Criteria
A, C, & D; period of significance 1850-1941)

The establishment of National Register historic districts is one aspect of a
town-wide plan to reevaluate community history as a guide for growth
management.

(continued)
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Archaeol ogical  Significance

Hstoric ar-chaeological renains inthe district have the potential for
roviding information on construction techni ques and sub-surface architectural
eatures associated with 19th century religi ousand commercia structures as

wel | as social and economic data Perta| ning to parishioners andclergy of the
different churches in the district. Sheet refuse around churches can provide
information onactivities held at the church and the social, economc and
cultural nake up of the parishioners. Gcupation related features at the

ar sonage can provide simlar information on the clergy and the famlieswo
ived there and, indirectly onthe conmunity at large.” Hstoric

archaeol ogical information in the district nay also provide conparative
information useful inreviewng the change in the town focus fromthe ol der
settlenent area to the north to the district locale.

(end)
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Boundary Justification

The area proposed as the Monson Center Historic District includes the
traditional civic, religious, and conmercial center in the Towmn of Monson,
Massachusetts. The buildings and structures tha"t lie beyond the boundaries of
the proposed district differ in scale, character, orientation, history, and
use from those in the district. The relatively low density and high traffic
volume of the downtown area reflect Monson's current suburban character.

The proposed district is bordered immediately on the north by a strip of new
commercial development on Main St., consisting of gas stations, banks,
supermarkets, and related facilities. Beyond the strip and one half mile
north of the Monson Center district is the old (18th c.) town center,
consisting of religious and institutional buildings surrounded by a well-to-do
Victorian residejitial neighborhood.

Adjacent to the Monson Center district on the northeast is the Cushman mill
enclave, an early industrial cluster of tenements, houses, and subsidiary
buildings around a brick mill complex on Chicopee Brook. The brook runs
north, just east of the Monson Center district.

Immediately south and east of the Monson Center district lies a sprawling late
industrial neighborhood of modest Victorian single-family homes, duplex
residences, tenements, and small commercial buildings, all focused on the
woolen mills of the former Ellis Manufacturing Co. The working class
neighborhood is dominated by St. Patrick's Church (the only church that does
not front on Main St.), suggesting the inmigrant origins of most mill laborers.

Beyond the village in all directions lie old farmsteads, wooded hillsides,
auto-related services, and low-density suburban residential development.
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Parcel # Address Name Date
115-22 Main St. Universalist Parsonage ¢.1820
115-22A Main St. Universalist Church 1889
115-34 Main St, Methodist Church 1850
115-41 170 Main St. Woodbine Block c.1880
115-41 172-176 Main St. Commercial row c.1885
115-42 178 Main St. Nichols Block €.1880
115-43 186 Main St. Noble Block c,1890
115-44 194 Main St. Bergeron house 1800/1910
115-45 198 Main St. Memorial Hall 1885
115-45 Main St. Civil War cannon c.1860
115-45 Main St. Cannon c.1890
115-45 Main St. Cushman Fountain 1886
SUMMARY: 5 Contributing Bldgs,

1 Contributing Structure
2 contributing Objects

4 Non-contributing Bldgs.

Style

Federal
Romanesque
Romanesque
Italianate
Vernacular
Vernacular
Victorian
Fed./Col. Rev,
Romanesque

Victorian

Inv. #

342
340
265
341

339
338
337
336

906

Status

Bldg./C
Bldg,/C
Bldg./C
Bldg./NC
Bldg./NC
Bldg./NC
Bldg./C
Bldg,/NC
Bldg,/C
obj,/C
obj./C
Str./C
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NRI 8 Reference Nunber: 90000788 Date Listed: 05/06/91
Monson Center Historic District Hanpden NA
Property Nane Count y State
N A

Mul tiple Nane

This property islisted i ntheNational Register of Historic Places
in accordance with theattached nom nation docunmentation subjectto
t he fol | owi ng exceptions, excl usions, or anmendnent s,
notw thstanding theNational Park Servicecertification includedin
the nom nation docunentation.

BigngLtuv*”t t he Keeper Date of Action
Anended Itens i n Nom nation:

8. Statement of Significance: Criteria Considerations and Period
of Significance

Crite

riteria Exception AaPplies because of t he docunented r
significance and use o |

il gious
2 major buildings i nthesmall d I ct

el i
stric
Criteria Exception Bapplies t othe nove of the si gnific?nt Qushnan

Fountain outside t heparameters of theperiod of significance.

The period of significance i s 1820-1890.

This information was confirmed with Betsy Friedberg, MASHQ by
tel ephone.

DI STRI BUTI ON:
Nati onal Register property file
Nom nating Authority (wthout attachment)
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PRCPERTY Monson Center Historic District
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Missing Core Documentation

Property Name County, State Reference Number
Monson Center Historic District Hampden County, 90000788
Massachusetts

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry:

Nomination Form
X Photographs (missing #1 and 5-6)
USGSMap
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AR 1 61990
NATIONAL

April 6, 1990

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

P.O Box 37127

Washi ngt on, DBC 20013- 7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encl osed please find thefollowi ng nomnation:

Mbnson Center Historic District, Main Street, Monson (Hanpden County),
Massachusetts, 01057.

There has been no owner objectionfor theproperty listed above.

The nom nation has been voted eligible by theState Review Board and has been
signed by theState Historic Preservation Officer. Oaners were notified of
pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the neeting and
were afforded t heopportunity t oconment. Conments received todate are
attached t othenomnation form

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

Encl osure:

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Tamage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116  (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary
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March 14, 1991

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Departnment of t he Interior

National Park Service

P.Q Box 37127

Washi ngt on, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encl osed please find thefollowing nom nation

Monson Center Historic District, Monson (Hanpden County),
Massachusetts 01057

The nom nation was returned by your office onApril 16, 1990, f or
technical andsubstantive corrections. Al | changes have nowbeen
made and we areresubm ttingthenomnation foryour review

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director o
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

Encl osure

cc: Gregory Farmer, Pioneer Valley Planning Conm ssion

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116  (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary
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