
FORM B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number 

Ron 15 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. , 

In Area no. Form no. 

1. Town Worcester 

Address 92 Downing Street 

Name Downing Street Schoolhouse 

Present use school 

Present owner City of Worcester 

3. Description: 

Date 1891 

Source 

Style 

bui ld ing notices 

Romanesgue Revival 

Architect W. R. Forbush 

Exterior wall fabric brick 

Outbuildings (describe) none 

Other features projecting circular bay at 

facade, flanked by arched entries, yellow 

brick trim 

Altered 

Moved 

no 

no 

Date 

Date 

( J ) lM 5. Lot size: Assessor ' s Book 8, p . 1 
Lot 10—36,3i4-3 sq . f t . 

One acre or less X Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 180 ' 

Approximate distance of building from street 

w 
6. Recorded by B. R. P fe i f f e r 

Organization Worc. Heritage Pres. Soc. 

Date February 1978 

(over) 

)M-5-77 C 



7. Original owner (if known) 

Original use 

C i t y o f Vv^orcester 

grainmar school 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

B u i l t i n 1891, the Downing Street Schoolhouse is an xHiusual example 
of Romanesque Revival style architecture, resembling the Abbott Street 
Schoolhouse, also designed by William R. Forbush (see individual building 
form). The building consists of a rectangular plan main body, with a 
projecting central section. Centered on this section is a serai-circular 
tower-like bay which contains the s t a i r h a l l . Flanking this bay are 
two arched entries surmounted by t r i - p a r t i t e arched windows. Addi­
tional details include "eyebrow" dormers on the roof's southside, and 
trim of yellow brick. The building was constructed by V/. P. Dearborn 
at a cost around $35,000, L i t t l e i s known of William Forbush, who 
is l i s t e d as an architect in the I886 directory only. Later building 
notices imply that Forbush carried on an architectural practice i n 
Boston, 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 
Engineer ing & B l d g , Record, V o l , X X I I I , 2 /21 /1891 , p . 202; 

V o l , X X I I I , 5 / I 6 / I 8 9 I , p . il.02, ( b l d g , 
n o t i c e s ) , 
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