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TRAVEL: The most sigaificant highlight of the fiscal yesr of 1947 was
menal increase in the number of visitors who enjoyed the inspira-

$ioual and recreabtiosnsl benefits of Yosemito Hational Park. During the war

years travel was comparatively light and there was little more then & skeleton

force on dusy to adminieter, protect and maintein the area.
Imsediately following the end of hostilities, the travel boom was om.
This year's rate of increase has continued consistently about 15 to 20%

of last year. Yemorial Imy, 1987, hit sn all-time record for the largest
aumber of visitors o enter the Park in any one day when 19,18 people drove
in the rain to see the area.

The snd of the 1987 fiseal year will likely show thet more than 710,000
visttors sntersd Yosemite, sxoseding last yearts record iravel by approx-
imately 47%.

Such large numbers of eanthusiastic vacationists presented both an op~
portunity snd » challenge. 7The Nationsl Park Service welcomsd the many visitors,
g 414 our best to offer the services and facilities which they needed in order
to get the sost from their park experience. 3Juch an opportunity to gontribute
to the culdural life of a travele-humgry America was unequaslled. Both the
goverament's and Compeny's services were inadequate sud unsatisfactory in some
way§, but we believe that despite the many handicaps imposed by lack eof
sufficient approprietions, lack of materials, shortage of trained personnel,
and the limitations of the B0 hour week, s great service was rendersd.,



Long before the war, accommodations for the publiiec were run down or cute
moded. Tents, whioh should have been replaced by the concessioner many years
ugo, were continued in use. Three long outmod

i units - the Lodge, store and
warehouses of the concessioner were scheduled for replacement 21 years ago.
This lack of replacement has resulied in iraffic congestion, poor servics, and
verbal complaints from park visitors for meny years and has introduced many
administrative problems for the Natiomal Park Service.

bagecoach facilities %o adequats modern plscenent
of planned structures must be completed before either the public Service or the
National Park Service objectives can be sccomplished.
The Yosemite Park and Curry Co. reopsned the Ahwahnes

mber, 1946, after it had served as a naval hospital during the war.
This hotel and bungalows that are used in comnection with it serve = meximam
house count of sbout 220, which is less than 2% of the number of overnight
visitors in Yosemite Valley during most of the summer season.

iihile the re-opening of the ihwa

hnee Hotel does not sccommodate many
guests, it does relieve ths Fark of some criticism heaped on the antiquated
bath cabins at the lodge by those who can sfford the rates st the Ahwahnes.

4 few new teats have been purchased, but 1% is hoped that many additional
tonts may be erscted at Yosemite Lodge 1o replace those which have becoms
unservicable. The demand tils year far excesds the facilities available in
accommodating visitors,

Thousands of prospeciive visitors who wrote for adveance reservations were
turned away. Thousands who came without sdvance reservetions stood in line for
hours, often to be accommodated on & night to night basis. This arrangemsnt
made it possible to iake ecare of large nusbers of transient visitors from all
parts of the country, and sutomaticnlly ‘Immﬁ the use of the Park to take ecare
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of more people for shorter stays.
The Wawona Hotel, closed simce the start of the war, is planuing to re=
open on June 12. This unit e@mu only 96 rooms and scoommod

of 192 persons, hence it will not relieve the heavy demand £
to any great extent,

From last year's experience in endeavoring to earry out the Directoris
stated policies with the concessioner, it ssems obvious that there mmust be a
greater degree of cooperation on the part of the operstor with the Supere
intendent, mnd a greater recognition on the part of the concessionsr that all
matters perteining to his operations are to be taken up with and through the
Superintendsnt,

ds have been developed by the Nationsl Park Service, and

amping areas; including many outside of Yosemite Valley, are filled to
capacity over mmfia and holideys. A¢ the present time the Vint Plan of re-
lieving the Valley of hebitations, public serviess, etc. is udder consideration.
If 1% shonld be decided mmﬁ that the present general M’&m‘:né locations

for serving the public are to continue, then we st recognize the fact that

Yoseaite is still functioning under primitive developments in many reaspecis 80
far as the concessioneris services are mwmaﬁ; Until She main facilities
are decentralized and placed off the main travelled roads, and mew and adequate
structures provided for serving the public effiecisntly, there ean hardly be mueh
relief from present congested conditions. ;

There is a dire need for Sables in the campgrounds. We have lese then half
enough for the normal summer campers, and only a smell fraction of the mghw
needed on peak days, a de:

and we do not hope to meet.
Oover 400 camp tables were repaired and repainted in our emrpenter shop
during the past few momiths. No mew tables were comstructed on necount of shorte
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sge of funds as well as the shortage of lumber. Lack of tables is probably

the greatest and the only material source of complaint in the cempprounds sside
from the condition of restrooms,

The Hational Park Service fs still providing primitive pit toilets in

Camp 9 (organization camp) in Yosemite Valley end at many of the outlying camps
and pienic areas whers such service is nesded. Thers were 6 pit privies re-
gonstructed during the past Tiscal yesr and 107 will have been repaired and To~
stained inside and out by July 1. The interiors of 27 modern restrooms have
been repainted. Inadequate appropriastions meke it necessary to conitinua the use
of pit privies thro

pghout most sections of the Fark. This unsenitary condition
can never be remedied until adequate funds are provided.

Qur campgrounds and the srea for csmping space has gradually been re-
strieted and reduced during the psst 20 years. It is unfortunate that many times
the number of campers who used to visit Yosemite Valley are nob congested into
& smaller area than wes available at that tise. Fortunately, climete and soil
conditions in Yosenive Valley are favorable to tree growth and ocur eampazrounds
are perhaps in as good or betiter condition now then they were 20 years ago.
Hevertheless, the emm condition weekends, and for a large part of the summer,
is not conducive to the greatest enjoyment for the visitor. I% seoms odbvious
the free public camping ares should be enlargzed to the capasity of 1930 or
greater.

#ith a camping popu)

ation often sxcesding #£,000 in the upper end of
Yosesite Vallay, 1t was izpossible to meintain restvooms in as good econdition

as the publiec had a right to expeet this past year. Lack of funde, particularly,
but also leck of rellable employees and an unfavorable wage scals mede 1t
impossible to keep an adequate stafl of clesners during the peak of last sunmer's

travel Season.



PRIVATE LANDS: Skyrockelling of land values through

sut Californis proe

duced e laend boom at Wawons and Foresta, two of the most desirable parcels
of private land within the boundaries of Yosemite National Park. lo%s were
sold and resold. lots on which no taxes had been paid for many, many years
at Foresta wers sold by the County at ianflated pricez. Haal estate dealers
boasted lots for sale in Vosenlte Hational Parkl

Cooperation of comservatiom-minded organizations auch as the Isaac Falton
League and the Sierra Club was offered but due to inflated prices ao property
has yei been bought by these organizations.
; ép Teel a great need of having an established poliey, together with
regulations governing privets lands within the Park.
The use of Yosesite Hational Park in winter coatinued to ipe

erease during the past Tiseal ysar. 4 total of 97,000 visited the ski fields
at Bpdger Pass last wmﬁax, 206 more thean the previous year.

The Yosemite Fark and Curry Co. imstalled a Constam T-bar 1if% in order
to transport graator nusbers of skiers to the top M the hill with more ef-
ficlency than was formerly possible with sled 1ifte. The new 1ift has a theorstieal
eapacity of 1,000 per hour, snd the 295¢ a ride charge should make it possible
to liquidate the Company's investment of over $62,000 befors long,.

Unfortunately, this was not a gm&f year Tor such a construction 4 o
the Company's contract with the zmz.m wag mrﬂmmﬂy 1lax %o pamm m
contractor to lose incentive and the ﬁ%jéw lasted ymaﬁmw all wia%u;ma

A small skating rink was in opsration on the parking am at W Curry.
The four-track toboggan slide was so Mﬁly damnge

d by W’&kﬂ *me ﬂ mu not in
operation this year. Thess appropriate sad wholesous m%vwim azm very ime
portant, and it is hoped to have them w mmtim next mmw.

Immuing thw%m is being ziven the mwmpmﬁ of skiing :&a é%hw sections

;}:
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of the Fark, such as the Gl

acier Polnt ares. It ie felt, however, that the
Badger Pess ares cen be made to ace

ommodate many wore skiers bﬁ- proper development.
SFFECTS OF LINITED APPROPRIATIONS: Shortege of ranger personnel from lack

of appropriations resulied in not manning ontrance siations to the Park adequately,
and less patrollisg of the area and less servies to the public then wae desirable.
. Vsndalism was at e minimum. liewly erected signs on the trails were ravely
matilated and few initials were found carved on trees and benches. Hvery effert
was made t0 remove evidences of wandalisu as soon

a8 they appeared, sinee it is
well known that one initial on & tres or sign, if not erased, soon leads to others.

Yosewite is proud of its low suto aceident rate. Only one fatal
acolident involving sutomobilee was recorded in the Park during She flsesl year.
Distressing was the series of drownings which took place duvmg July, 19%6.

Five cases of sccidents in the streams and lskes were recorded. Most of the

cases sesmed avoidable, had parents or suardisns exoreised ordinary precautions.
Hevertheless, they wmmv o & need for additional safagusrds to proteet the
lives of thousands of visitors along the streams snd m&ai& trails. Omly s
swall smount of work along this lime has besn dome, mor esn it bs done until funds
are made svailsble. | B ,

To provent repetition aftm tragedy of persons going over Vernal Fall, ropes
wore installad and waraing signs posted. i drinking fountain was congtructed
to reduce the temptation of hikers to go beyend protective railings to gsb 8 drink,

FudBsIRY: he white pine blister rust moved lemri to Yosemite Hetional
Park, snd 18 now i evidence only 50 miles north of the Fark. Hxperimental
work with 2Y%=D ahow vesy prowmising resul$s. 1% is expected that mm ehemi eal
may reduce coasidersbly the over-sll cost of ribes eradication nnd whits pine
blister rust control in Yosemite Hatiomal Fark.
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ICLUSION: The road and trail maintenance activities have been HBoTe

adequately taken care of under the new finsncial set-up, The Administration,
Frotection und uaintenence of the Fark have beoen very inadequately provided
for. In 1947 fisesl year our funds did not go ss far as they did inm 1941,
dus to greatly increased costs of per diem labor, and supplies,

rihermors, there has been an increase in the aumber of visitors of
approximately H6% over 19%1. In addition, there was a very msterial de-
preciation of government facilities during the war which necessiteted in-
oreased need for fuads. This resulted in not earrying m urgently needed
serviees to the publie,

Frouk A. Kittredge,
Superintendent.



Unprecedented numbers of visitors enjoyed the inspiration
of the natural features of Yosemite National Park during the past
fiscal year. Here Half Dome is seen towering almost a mi;.a above
the green floor of Yosemite Valley.



Newly constructed Constam T-bar Lift in operation
at Badger Pass ski fields in Yosemite National Park.



The Yosemite Museum bas served excellently as an
ocrientation asati9a &ud has made it possible for tens of
thousands of people to better enjoy the Park and to gain
ah appreciation of the government's objectives. The popularity
and enthusiasm with which the public has received the Branch of
Interpretationts activities has served to emphasize our serious

limitations in personnel and equipment - in other words, funds.



The free public campgrounds have been a saurce of
rleasure, health and recreation to mwore then 100,000 campers
in Yocemite National Park during the 1947 fiscal yesr.



Corner of a crowded cempground during the recent
¥emorial Day holiday rush, 411 previous records for cne-day and
or three-dsys travel to Yosemite were broken when 19,818 pecple

entered the Park despite a heavy rain storm,



Heavy traffic weat of the 014 Village
 during a holiday peak travel period during the
1947 fiscal year, '



