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into the sea at Casco Bay.

bination of gable and hip roof construction.

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Portland Headlight, completed in 1226, is located at Portland Head

in the town of Cape Elizabeth. It sets high on a rocky promontory jutting

W;thin the complex of buildings at the site are the light tower,
keepers' quarters, whistle house, paint locker and garage. The tower is
constructed of r??dgm stone rubble from the base to a stone ledge. There
is a brick course from the ledge to the metal light housing. The tower
room and whistle house are also constructed of stone and brick. The keep-
ers' quarters is a wood frame building finished in clapboards and shingles.
All of the buildings set upon stone and brick masonry foundations.

The keepers' quarters is a two-and-a-half story duplex with a com-

There is a living room, din-

ing room and kitchen on each side of the first floor. There are three

bedrooms and both on each side of the second floor.
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Portland Headlight is one of the four lighthouses in ekléfﬁﬁée
whose construction was authorized by President Washington, and that has
never been rebuilt. The main section of the tower remains today in the
same form as when if was completed in %136. It was first lighted on Jan-
uary 10, 1791. The tower was constructed of rubblestone taken from near-
by fields and the shore. The builders were Johnk £;hols and Jonathan
Bryant, two local masons. Bryant also had his own lime kilh”where he
burﬁed limestone from the quarries in Rockland.

The original structure was 72' high with a 15' lantern. In 1813,
twenty feet was removed from the tower and in 1883 another 21 feet was
removed. Due to public reaction, it was raised again with brickwork in
1%?6. In 1900, it was repaired using the original stones from the sec-
tion that had been removed in 1813.

The first keepers' quarters was built in 1816 and was a 34' X 20',
one story cottage. The present keepers' quarters was built in ;%z{ upon
the foundation of the old cottage.

Portland Headlight has been and remains as an important part of the

Maine scene and as an important part of her history. She has stood for

neéarly two centuries as a beac¢on for the commerce of the United States

(See Continuation Sheet)
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Richard D. Kelly, Jr., Historic Preservationist e

ORGANIZATION DATE
Maine Historic Preservation Commission Dec., 1972
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31 Western Avenue
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:
National [T} State [] Local

The recommended

E/

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

TidosSon Dtes,

Chief, Office of Archeology and Hitoric Preservation
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ATTEST:

GPO 901.087
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8. SIGNIFICANCE 2

and other nations. She is perhaps the most well known and most photographed
lighthouse on the northeast coast, as well as being a significant part of

Maine's history.
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