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1861 .Architect/Builder.Date of Construction
Building Type: Qsingle family dwelling Qmultiple family dwelling Q commercial 
Dindustrial QeducationaJ Dot her institutional Q public Qreligious Qagricultural
Exterior Walls: Qclapboard GJstone Dbrick D board I batten Qshingles Dstucco 
nother _____________________________________________
Structural System. Qwood frame with interlocking joints 
Dwood frame with light members (balloon frame) 0masonry load-bearing walls 
Diron frame Dsteel frame with curtain walls Dreinforced concrete 
D other.______________.__________________________________

Condition: Qexcellent [3good Dfair Qdeteriorated
Integrity: d3original site D moved- if so, when?.
Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable 
features of building and site:
Additions: porch railing and steps, little roof over rear entrance, interior 

modifications for apartment use

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: Dbarn Dother farm structures 
Dcarriage house D garage Dprivy Dother

16. le the building endangered/ Cfoo Dyes-if so, why?

17. Surroundinge of the building: Dopen land D woodland D scattered outbuildings 
Ddensely built-up D commercial D industrial presidential Qother_________

18. Map 19. Photo
.View



SIGNIFICANCE (Indicate sources of information for all statements)

2O. Architectural Significance
0a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 
D b. Contributing structure DC. Not eligible/intrusion

This is among the most significant of Iowa's county courthouses, j.:.c Is ..c:3.^..= 
as one of the few remaining in the Greek Revival style. The recessed portico, 
with curved staircases hidden behind the front corners of the building, is perhaps 
unique in the state. Note the emphasis on the main facade, in terms of detail 
and masonry treatment: side and rear walls are simply quarry faced stone.

21. Historical Significance Politics/Government
ED a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 
D b. Contributing structure DC. Not eligible/intrusion

This courthouse was a victim of county seat rivalry, serving its original function
only from l86l to 186?.
The county courthouse is locally significant as the historical focus of county
seat government, and of the political power and prestige derived from the community's
status as the county seat. As center of county government, an Iowa town was reasonably
assured of economic and population growth, and a prominent role in local social and
political life. The county courthouse represents a significant public investment
in a structure built not simply for utilitarian purposes, but also as a monument
associated with the historical importance of county organization and development.

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: 
author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):
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