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Tomn Worces ter

Address Austin Street
Historic Kane Edwin Johnson
Three-Decker

U= Present residential

Original residential
DESCRIPTION
Date ca. 1892
Source Worcester House Directory
Style Queen Anne

unknown

Exterior Hall Fabric wood clapboard

Architect

Outbuildings

Mgaor Alterations (with dates) "0O'e

Condition 9oo0d

Mol Date

Acreage less than 1/4 acre
Setting Urban multi-family residential
street of late 19th and early 20th

century houses.

Recorded by John Callahan

Organization Clark' University

Date February 1981

Revised for MHC by Michael Steinitz-12/I



NATI ONAL REG STER CRHER A STATEMENT (i f appl i cabl e) Ao :

The Edwi n Johnson Three-Decker possesses integrity of location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association. |t i ssignificant

as a representative exanmple of themulti-familyresidences built in-the""ethnic
working-class neighborhood that developed i nthePiednont district west pf
downt own Worcester at t heend of the19th century. 't i salso an unusually

wel |l -preserved and well-detailedexanmple of local Queen Anne style three-
decker design. The Johnson Three-Decker thus neets criteria A and C of the
National Register of Historic Places on thelocal level.

ACHTEOUR. SANHGANE Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate interns of
other buildings within the coinnunity. »

Architecturally, 183 Austin Street i san unusually well-preserved and well- o
detailed exanmple, representative of t helate 19th century, local Queen Anne
style three-decker designs. The house has t hecharacteristicside-hall plan
with side-wall jog. It i sclad i nwod clapboard, and has a hip roof. The
asymmetrical main facade contains an entrybay with a three-tier porch, which
features lathe-turned posts, cut brackets, and spindle friezes and balustrades.
The porch is flanked by a three-story bay wi ndow, unusual for theuse of
paired, 1/1 sash windows i nthefront of t heangled bay. W ndows throughout
have simple, bracketed caps. Regularly spaced brackets decorate theroof
cornice overhang.

HSTGRCGL SGNHCANE Explain the role owners played in local or state history ad howthe
building relates to the devel opnent of the conawnity.

In thelate 19th century, an ethnically m xed, working-class, multi-family
residential district developed i nthelow-lying Piednmont area west of

downt own beyond Crown Hill. Built ca. 1892, 183 Austin Street was part of

an early boom of three-decker construction scattered throughout this area.

The earliest known owner of t hehouse was Edwin E Johnson, a machinist,

who resided here for over a decade, and who by 1900 operated his own |ocal
machi ne shop. Tenants i n 1892 included CH Spaulding, a salesman; and
Arthur Livermore, a clerk. Residents i n 1900 included A B. Morton, a printer;
Charles Tower, a cutter; and L.H Rodebaugh and WS Griffith, telegraphers.
Ny 1910, t hehouse was owned by Dean Ellis, a local physician who owned

seven other houses and sixteen buildinglots i nthecity at that time. Tenants
Xn 1910 included Leon Dwinell, a picture franer; and Al bert Macunber, a
pTumber. By 1920, thebuilding was owned by Nathan Patrick, who owned eight
other city houses. By thel920s, t hePiednont area had becone a focus of
Worcester's growing Armenian ethnic community, and by 1930, nost of Austin
Street had Arnenian residents. Tenants of 183 Austin included Mchal

Mar korian, a helper; and Kasper Hamparsooian, a shoeworker; as well as
Cornelius Sullivan, a freight handler.
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