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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This mill extended a quarter of a mile in length and was 100 to 150 feet in width. It 
was supposedly one of the largest single marble finishing plants in the World at that 
time. The mill was divided into departments for sawing, polishing and carving. Much 
of the plant was constructed of marble.

In 1909 and 1910, the electric trolley was built to run from the mill to the quarry which 
was about 3.9 miles.

The mill had a traveling overhead crane with the track on marble piers. The marble was 
lifted from the trolley and transported into the mill. When the marble was finished it 
was transported by the crane to the railroad. Some of the marble piers that supported 
the crane are still standing.

The attached post cards show the mill as it was when it was operating. The present 
condition is mostly ruins. There are some marble walls standing, some of the crane 
piers are still standing, two small out buildings are still there and the platform 
where the railroad turntable was is there. The enclosed photos illustrate the present 
condition.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

From the information available to this Writer it is difficult to determine when the mill 
was constructed on the present mill site. In 1896 the first commercial marble was ship 
ped out of Marble from a small cutting plant set up at the quarry. In 1905 and 1906 the 
Colorado Yule Marble Company was operating with eight gang saws in the mill which indi 
cates that the mill was constructed between 1896 and 1905. In 1907, the population of 
Marble was around 250 persons and a larger mill was built.

In 1912, a snow slide came down the mountain south of the mill and across the river and 
did a lot of damage to the mill. In 1913, the company had a marble wall built on the 
mill site along the bank of the river to protect the mill from future snowslides. On 
April 22, 1925 a fire destroyed approximately 900 feet of the mill because the water 
supply was being repaired and the pressure was insufficient to cope with the fire. The 
office and company records were saved. Damage was appraised at $531,000 but only $195,000 
of insurance was carried making limited rebuilding possible.

On August 8, 1941, a flashflood came down Carbonate Creek through the business section 
and left businesses and houses full of mud and demolished some. Because of a lack of 
a market and the high cost of transportation the mill was closed in the latter part of 
1941. The rolling stock, machinery, trolley, railroad and company houses were sold to 
a machinery dealer and everything was moved out by January 1943.

This was the only major source of marble in Colorado. The marble from this mill was 
used in monuments and buildings. Most of the Lincoln Memorial was made in the marble 
finishing plant. This includes the 18-marble steps from the granite landing to the 
Memorial level. The length of the marble steps is 80 feet, 3 inches. There are also 
two marble inclines. The 36 columns surrounding and supporting the outer portion of the 
structure and the two in the entrance are made from Colorado Yule Marble. The statue 
itself is of Georgia marble.

The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier was also made at this mill. When the marble for the 
Tomb was brought down from the quarry, it took approximately three days to get it from 
the quarry to the mill. The marble for the Tomb and the base die and cap weighed 64 
tons when it was shipped from Marble. From Marble, the Tomb was taken to Vermont where 
the rougher carving was done. The fine carving was done after it was placed in Arlington 
Cemetery.
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A tract of land in the South half of Section 26, Township 11 South, Range 88 West,
6th P.M. described as follows:
Beginning at a point which is the intersection of the South boundary line of Park 
Street (Highway 139) and the east boundary line of West Third Street of the Town 
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Other buildings that have used marble from this mill in their construction are listed 
below:

The Annex to the Capitol in Denver
The U. S. Custom House in Denver
The Post Office in Denver
Cheeseman Park Memorial in Denver
Colorado National Bank in Denver
Interior of the Daniel & Fisher Tower in Denver
First National Bank of Portland Oregon
Exterior and Interior of Merchants National Bank of Los Angeles, Ca,
Thatcher Memorial Vault in Denver




