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The La jara city Hall, which was originally a whistle stop railroad 
station, is a local example of the influence that Frank Wright, the 
American architect, was exerting on architectural thought. As an old 
railroad station, the style of design employed is somewhat unique. Many 
other stations utilized the more traditional and acceptable design motifs 
such as renaissance, romanesque, southwesteijmission, creek classical or 
chatesque revivals. Wrights's modern prairie style, as popularized by the 
famous Robie House of Chicago, lacked the historical perpective which was 
so often required for public buildings. It is unusual, to say the least, 
to have this kind of style employed for this 1911 building.

The building appears to be in good structural condition. Originally < 
train station and now a town hall, several minor alterations have taken 
place. At the rear or north elevation of the second story, an old railed 
balcony was replaced with a stucco and framed addition.

In plan, the building is an elongated rectangle running from south to 
north. Railroad tracks are at the west side and the street is to the 
east. Accordingly, then, entrance porticos are at the southeast and south­ 
west corners. The building has two floors with the second floor being 
half of the rectangle at the southern end. The porticos also house an ob­ 
servation cove at the west end and stairs at the east. At the main level, 
there occurred in sequence from south to north a waiting room, restrooms, 
passage and office, a waiting room, and baggage. The second floor was a 
living quarters for the agent. Although a small whistle stop, the build­ 
ing employee's a variety of functions in the plan and there is concern for 
passengers, employees and baggage circulation.

In elevation, the building is a stucco and stone veneer with horizont. 
bands running around the^base and second floor elevation. The south ele­ 
vation is a two story symmetrical composition with evenly balanced porticos 
windows and long roof eave projections. East and west elevations with the 
two story south end resemble a steam boat with an observation tower, cent­ 
ral chimney, low north end and even in the original design, an observation 
platform at the balcony. The north end is low horizontally composed fac­ 
ade with a small window centered in the wall.

All large windows are wooden double hung fixtures. The west office 
has transom lites over the main window. The smaller windows in the baggag 
area are also wood units with fixed panes. All the entrance doors have a 
full three quarter glazing and also incorporate a transom lite overhead. 
All the roofs are hip construction with long four foot projections that 
produce a long, low horizontal effect. The roof design is very similar to 
Frank Lloyd Wright's design at Robie House, 1908, Chicago. The low hori­ 
zontal design is further reinforced with the low stone veneer band at the 
base of the building. The fluted band is very similar, although not as 
pronounced, as Wright's Larkin Office Building in Buffalo, 1904, and varic 
other details in buildings of the same period. Even the columns are

treated.
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It is very extraordinary to see a public building like this railroad 
station employ the techniques of Frank Lloyd Wright as early as 1911. 
Wright was? not known nor popular in this country and it was about this 
period, 1910 to 1919/ that his works were made known in Europe and pop­ 
ularized. Thip building employe's much of the technique u?ed in the best 
designs of Wright 1 s at ^athat time. A comparison can be made to such struc­ 
tures as Robie House, Isabel Roberts House in River Forest, Illinois and 
the Larkin Building in Buffalo. There are however, some items which do not 
match the mature Wright designs. The horizontal base band seem? timid com­ 
pared to other works*. Wright often opened up great expanses of glass, 
even at the south, which this building does not accomplish. His column 
capitals were strong and original. This building has copied scroll support 
which Wright did not employ and no capitals at all.

The building designer was obviously influenced by Wright and due to the 
expression of detail may have even worked with him and seen his technique 
develop. However, Wright's genius and mature strength are still somewhat 
lacking. But the building is a good early example of Wright's influence 
long before he was recognized in this country. The building is a signifi­ 
cant part of national history from that one viewpoint alone.

Phillip Gallegos, Architect 
pueblo, Colorado
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The beginnings of La jara are connected directly to the arrival of 

the Denver and Rio Grande Railroad in 1880. Though the reasons for its 
establishment are not as dramatic as those for Antonito, 14 miles south, 
none the less its basic reason for existance was and is today, to serve 
the local agricultural interests. Centrally located between Antonito 
and Alamosa, La jara for many years was a focal point for livestock ran­ 
chers and field crop farmers who tended their herds and crops in the area. 
The field crops included sugar beets, wheat, barley, potatoes, oats and 
field peas.

A school bond circular for the La jara district, dated April, 1915, 
stated that the La jara Milling and Elevator Company produced 15,000 bar­ 
rels of flour annually and that freight receipts for farm products shipped 
out by rail amounted to "a little over $100,000 annually".

While the business district in those days boasted two banks, a large 
school, three churches and several brick business buildings, the center 
of interest for the community was the new railroad depot built in 1911. 
It was from here that the community had its contact with the outside 
world for many years.

It wasn't until 1970, however that the 59 year old building received 
a new lease on life. During that year the D&RGW, having decided it had no 
more use for the building, gave it to the Town. Today the old depot is 
the new Town Hall. it is located adjacent to a very pleasant, quifts^ 
public park and picnic grounds. The Town has a long range plan to develop 
this small complex further and include a small locally oriented museum. 
While the building itself is of some national significance, it also has 
become the focal point for an awakening of the local heritage and a desire 
to preserve it.
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