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NATT O RE3 STER (R TER A STATEMENT (i f appl i cabl e)

The Luther's Corner Historical District, represents a well-preserved cluster of 19th century
commercial/residential buildings that was once thecomrercial hub of thetown from 1830 to the
turn of the20th century. The district retains itsintegrity of location, setting, design,

wor kmanshi p and associationsignificant totheearly comrercial district that thrived here

in thel1800's. This district fulfills criteria A and Cof theNational Register on t he

l[ocal level.

AHTEUN. SAONHCANE  Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate in terns of
other areas wthin the conmunity.

Luther's Corner Historic District includes thefour buildings |ocated on each of the corners
of A dWarren Road, Mapl e Avenue and Pearse Road. This district became thecomercial center
of thetown during the mdtolate 19thcentury because of the"Geat Road", (Od Warren

Road), which was themain route through thecentral section of thetown, and travelled first
by thecolonists, and then by thestage and |later by theProvidence, R I. and A d Fall River
Station railroad. The four contributing structures which nmake up the Luther's Corner District
were all built during thel9thcentury. 11t i sbecause this center grew together i na cohesive
manner, that thearchitectural features and details are similar.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE  Explain historical importance of area and how the area relates to the
development of other areas of the community.

The Luther's Corner District was thecomercial center of the Town of Swmansea, MA during
the 19t hcentury. This particular area formed because of .-the need of a transportation center
during that time. During theearly 19th century, when travel was still primarily by horse
and stage, theneed for rest stops (stage stops), along a well-marked route offering

"convi enences” was necessary, as well as found tobe profitable tothose living near to the
area. At thejunction of O dWrren Road, Mapl e Avenue and Pearse Roads, which forned a
"“turnstile" i ntheroads, i twas logical tonake this thestopping place for thestages from
Providence, R. 1. and Fall River, M\ (east-west), as well as toNorth Swmansea and t he Col e
River, M. Hope Bay (north-south) routes. Because of this, Luther's Corner becanet he
commercial center of thetown as well as nuch of theactivity i nSwnansea Center, occurring i n
the vicinity of Luther's Corner.
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.

Architectural Significance(cont'd)

The first structure built at the corners is located on the northeast corner. 1tisthe
Janes Luther Tavem 159 Od Warren Road (ML #B19, Photo #2). |tisa 2"-story, 5-bay
Federal stmcture built ca. 1800. There is a central offset chinmey and a rear ell

vith a large brick chimey. The wi ndowglazingis 6/5 There i s a hood over the central
door supported by Doric colums, added ca. 1910. This house served as a tavern as well
as a residence until renodeled solely as a private hone i n 1857. The original clapboards
have been covered i n asbestos shingles; the fieldstone foundationisstill intact.

(v the northwest comer is the John Brown-Luther House, 2 Maple Avenue (ML #B21,
Photo #2). I tisa 2"-story, 5-bay clapboarded stmcture inthe Federal style vith a
large central brick chimmey, built ca. 1811. Facade fenestration i s symetrical.
Architectural details include: gable-end eave overhang, a sem -circular fanlight vith
decorative pilasters inthe door surround, and splayed vindov lintels. The interior
contains six fireplaces and tvo brick beehive ovens.

The Luther Store, 160 Od Warren Road (MC #Bl7, Photo #1) vas built in 1815-1818 by
Mace Luther. [ tisthe only brick stmcture on the comers (brick veneer on a vood
frame). The 2-stor}'-, 5-bay Federal has tvo doors on the facade, inthe 2nd and 4th bays.
Tiriere i s an interior chimey at each gable end. The original fixtures of the general
store are i nplace: solid mahogany counter for groceries, drawers vhich still contain
spices, a bar under the staircase, the desk vhere M. Luther kept his accounts,

househol d items, and sone Indianartifacts found i n Svansea. The back room housed
farminplements and nusical instruments for sale. A narrov staircase leads to the
second floor vhere undertaking supplies, shoe making and repair inplenments, a small
library, pictures, furniture, and hand-voven spreads are stored. The store operated
until 1903, vhen the last Luther closed its doors. In 1935 at a T~m Meeting, it vas
voted to accept the building fromthe heirs as a historical nonunent. |n 1942, the store
vas deed to the Svansea Historical Society. The storevas noved approximtely 50 feet
back fromthe comer in 1937 due to road videning.

At the southwest corner is the Seth Wlbur Eddy House and Store, 174 O d Warren Road
(MC #B18), built in 1871. The vemacul ar building is 2" stories, 5 bays, vith a gable
roof. 1 tisclapboarded vith a fieldstone foundation. The asymetrical facade is
unremarkable inits architectural details, although a one-story porch vith plain posts
spans the eastemend. Built as a residence and store, the building housed the
S.-asea Post Office in 1889. By 1930, the building was renodeled for use solely as a
resi dence.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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Historical Siqnificance(cont'd)

Od Warren Road i s acolonial road connecting Svansea to Warren, Rhode Island. During
the Federal period (1775-1830), a stage stop and tavem vere establishedvhere the
Varren road met Pearse Road, or the road north fromthe Cole River. This centrally

| ocated crossroads soon becane knovn as Svansea Center and altematelyas Luther's
Comer, for the Luther famly played anmajor role inthe devel opment of the area in
general and the intersection inparticular. Janes Luther, a farnmer, vas al so owner

of the tavem and stage-stop at 159 Od Warren Road (ca. 1812, MHC #B19). The tavem
vas considered a "strictly tenperance hone" and ser\'-ed all the conforts of hone.

During the sane period, Janes Luther's son-in-lav John Brovn (1794-1823) built his hone
at the crossroads (2 Mapl e Avenue, ca. 1811, NMC #B21) and had his brick storebuilt by
cousin Mace Luther diagonallyacross the street fromhis house (Luther Store, 160 Od
Vérren Road, 1815, MHC #B17). At the death of Johji Brovn in 1823, his brother Joseph
Gardner becane nerchant at the store and vas villed Brown's hone as veil. The southvest
corner of the intersection had a small vood structure that housed the shoemaki ng and mendi ng
busi ness cf Henry Luther until md-century.

Luther's Coner becane aninportant mercantile area during the Early Industrial
period (1830-1870). Luther's Store vas avery profitable business venture and plans
vere made for constructing a dry goods store onthe site of Henry Luther's shoe repair
shop, vhich had been dismantled vhen Henry |eft Svansea in pursuit of other business
ventures. Seth Wlbur Eddy built his neat and dry goods store and residence onthe site
ca. 1871 (174 Ad Warren Road, MNMC #B18). By then, Janes Luther, ovner of the tavern
and stage stop, had already converted his building back into aprivate residence. I n
| ight of the increasingpopularity of traveling onthe Fall River, Warren, and Providence
Rai | road (1866) south of the village, there vas |ess of aneed for a stage stop at the
Center. Abandstand set ona green occupied the center of Luther's Coner, vhere it vas
customary for the Svansea Brass Band to give concerts on sunmer evenings. The former
green at the center of the crossroads was removed i n 1901 to nmake vay for the "Snake Line"
electric trolley cars running between Fall River, Mass. and Providence, Fhode |sland.

In 1889, the Svansea Center Post Office vas housed i n Eddy's store, and Seth Eddy
ser\""ed as postmaster until the branch office closed i n 1907. John Baker Eddy, his son,
operated avatch and clock repair shop inthe ell of the storeinthe |ast decades of the
19th century. John, avery successful jeveler, vas also an agent for Briggs and Jevett
Pianos. Inthese years, the Luther's Comer comunity consisted primarily of farners.
Interest inagriculture ledto the organizationof the Svansea Agricultural Library
Association, vhich establishedand maintained its ownagricultural library inLuther's Store.
The organi zationdisbanded in 1902 and donated its books to the Svansea Free Public
Li brary.

The buildings at Luther's Comer recall the intersection's inportance as a thriving
comercial center inthe 19th century. Luther's Store closed in 1903 and Eddy Store closed
following the death of Seth Eddy i n 1916. The former vas conveyed to the Svansea
Historical Society in 1942, and the latter renodeled into aprivate residence. Luther's
Store was listed inthe National Register in 1978. Today, the intersection i s domnated
by automobile traffic betveen U S Route 6to the northand State Route 103 to the south.
The buildings at the intersection are inagood state of preservationand are veil maintained,
their ovners synpathetic of the area's history.

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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Bi bl i ography and/or References (cont'd)

Snansea Tovn Hal |, assessor's records.

Registry of Deeds, Bristol County, Fall River, M

Fall River Herald Nevs, Jan. 1899.

Fall River Herald News, Sept. 24, 1937.

Svansea Tercentenary 1667-1967, brochure.

Svansea Stagecoach: A Local History. Saansea Historical Society, 1976.

Tiie Luther Store, Svansea Historical Society brochure.

Luther Famly Geneal ogy (at Svansea F‘iblic Library).

Luther, Leslie. Tne Luther Famly in Anerica: Descendants of Capt. J. Luther. Mbravia,
Nev York, 1976.

Wight, 0. 0. History of Svansea, Mass. Tovn of Svansea, 1917.

Verbal Boundar™ Description and Justification

The boundaries of the Luther's Comer historic district are dravTi to include the properties
at each of the four corners created by the intersection of Od Warren Road, Mapl e Avenue,
and Pearse Road. The district includes the entire | ot for each of the four properties.

The district is distinguishedfrom surrounding residential constmction vhich dates
primarily to the md-20th century and |acks the visual unity necessary to convey

the character of the larger historic village.

Staple to Inventory form at bott g,
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Historic Name

Jas. Luther Tavern
modern garage

Brown-Luther H=
stone wall
stone post

Eddy Hse and Store

tool shed
sone wall

Luther Store
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