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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Swift County Courthouse is located on a city block opposite a park north of
Benson's central business district. The courthouse is a three story brick

and Kasota stone building on a rusticated limestone foundation. The most

prominent feature is a four story corner tower with gabled roof. The juXtaposition
of bush hammered stone and brick, triple arched projecting entry, projecting
pavillions, and window sills and lintels exemplify the Richardsonian Romanesque
design.

The exterior of the courthouse is embellished with decorative details including
finished granite columns with carved capitals supporting the triple arches in
the entry, carved stone frieze, carved stone tympani on the second story level
of the tower, pressed metal cornices, and central gables capped with finials

on each facade of the building.

The interior of the building retains original design integrity. The original
golden ocak woodwork, parquet floors, oak wainscotting, and marble mop boards
are in an excellent state of preservation.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Swift County Courthouse is significant both as an example of the Richardsonian
Romanesque influence on design of late nineteenth century public buildings and as

the location of Swift county's government offices since 1897.

By 1888, Swift County had outgrown the courthouse which had housed
offices since 1876. 1In 1889 the Minnesota Legislature authorized
Board of Commissioners to issue bonds for the construction of the
The architectural plans of the firm of Beuchner and Jacobsen were
and the contract for the execution of those plans were awarded to
Company in 1897. The courthouse was officially dedicated in June
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