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AREA 

DEC 2 6 1989 
FORM NO. 

1S26 

Town Worces t e r 

Address Canterbury St ree t 

Historic Name E l i z a b e t h McCaf fe r ty 

Three-Decker 

Use: Present r e s i d e n t i a l 

Original r e s i d e n t i a l 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1894 

^Q^J^^QVlorcester House D i r e c t o r y 

Style Queen Anne s t y l e Three-Decker 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric vjood claoboard and 
sh ing le 

Outbuildings none 

Major Alterations (with dates) none 

UTM REFERENCE 19 / 267870/< 6S1070 

USGS QUADRANGLEWorcester South 

SCALE 1:25,000 

Condition e x c e l l e n t , e x t e r i o r r e c e n t l y 

res t o red 

Moved Date 

Acreage less than 1/4 acre 

SettingMixed l a t e 1 9 t h / e a r l y 20th 

century m u l t i - f a m i l y r e s i d e n t i a l , 

commercial , and l i g h t i n d u s t r i a l 

s t r e e t , v ; i th modern i n t r u s i o n s . 

Recorded by Michael S t e i n i t z 

Organization f o r MHC 

Date December 1988 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

The E l i z a b e t h McCafferty Three-Decker possesses i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, 
s e t t i n g , m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g and a s s o c i a t i o n . I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t 
as a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e example of the m u l t i - f a m i l y housing b u i l t i n the Cambridge 
Street area, one of the major i n d u s t r i a l areas at the periphery of downtown 
Worcester i n the l a t e 19th century. I t i s also a remarkably well-preserved, 
w e l l - d e t a i l e d example of l o c a l Queen Anne s t y l e three-decker c o n s t r u c t i o n . 
The McCafferty Three-Decker thus meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the National 
Register of H i s t o r i c Places on the l o c a l le^.'el. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. * 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , 45 Canterbury Street i s a w e l l - d e t a i l e d , mode-.t l o c a l example 
of Queen Anne s t y l e three-decker design, one of the best preserved s u r v i v a l s 
i n the Cambridge Street area. The house has the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s i d e - h a l l ,̂ ^ 
plan w i t h s i d e - w a l l j o g . The asymmetrical main facade has an e n t r y bay ., • 
w i t h panelled, double doors, sheltered by a t h r e e - t i e r porch w i t h l a t h e -
turned posts. The porch i s flanKed by a t h r e e - s t o r y , p r o j e c t i n g bay window. 
The house i s clad i n wood clapboard, w i t h shingle bands between s t o r i e s i n 
the bay window. The hip roof has a wide cornice overhang th a t s h e l t e r s both 
si n g l e and paired decorative brackets. Window sash i s 2/1 and 1/1, w i t h 
simole surrounds. 

HISTORICAL SIOIIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

: The Cambridge Street neighborhood i n which the McCafferty Three-Decker was .;' 
: b u i l t ca. 1894 was defined by three r a i l l i n e s that r a d i a t e d from downtown 
Worcester; along these t r a n s p o r t a t i o n c o r r i d o r s major l o c a l i n d u s t r i a l 
expansion took place i n the l a t e 19th and e a r l y 20th c e n t u r i e s . Employment 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s a t t r a c t e d both s k i l l e d and u n s k i l l e d workers, many of I r i s h 

• e x t r a c t i o n , and a r e s i d e n t i a l d i s t r i c t developed i n the l o w - l y i n g area between 
the r a i l l i n e s and f a c t o r i e s . The f i r s t owner of 45 Canterbury Street was 
Elizabeth McCafferty, who resided here i n t o the second decade of the 20th 
century. Joseph T. McCafferty, a laborer, was also a resident during t h i s 

" p e r i o d . Tenants i n 1894 included Henry Crow, a machinist; and Thomas Smith, 
V, an armorer. Tenants i n 1900 included Henry Crow; John Croake, a coremaker; 

and Thomas Croake, a l a b o r e r . By 1920, the house was owned and occupied by 
.'•'Joseph Toomey (Twomey), a l a b o r e r , who l i v e d here throuyn 1930 . Tenants i n 1910 

included Edward Hayes, a teamster; Maurice Hayes, a policeman; and Robert 
Black, J r . , a machinist. Residents i n 1920 included Edward and Maurice Hayes; 
and P a t r i c k O'Leary, a machine operator. In 1930, tenants included Delia 
Ducharme, a widow; James Power, an engineer at the gas works; James Power, J r . , 
a student; and Margaret Power, a c l e r k . 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Worcester D i r e c t o r y , Worcester House D i r e c t o r y , 1894,1900,1910,1920,1930. 

; L. J. Richards, A t l a s of the C i t y of Worcester, 1896, 19.^1, 1922. 

• J. Callahan et a l . , Worcester Three-Decker Survey, 1981. 8/85 
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51. Massad^: Anthony, Three-Decker Sational iegl^eeper yyYjAAyy^uy^A^yy^r^ A^/A 

Attest 

52. McCafferty, El izabeth, Three-Decker /WKeeper 

Siubstantlva fievis* ^ 
Attest 

11 : ie 

53. McCarron, Andrew, Three-Decker .-{atioQal fieglstixKeeper ^T'ydc-̂ .;-*-̂ '̂ ^^^^^^ ^ ^ 

Attest 

54. McDermott, John B. , Three-Decker^, ̂ .^pgH in tne Keeper , ̂ ^^<--6<M^<-»,/>^'^^(:t.T_^ _ArAt 
Uatioaai Reglstas 

Attest 
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Attest 

58. McPartland, James, Three-Decke^atcAea i n ̂n** I—Keeper , A/^-^A.^'^y.--'.-/^^:}^ ^ / f / r t 
gational Be«l9li!f ^ 

Attest 

59. Munroe, Sarah, Three-Decker iiatiooai ^'^^^''^f^eeper , A^Al-

Attest 

60. Murphy, Patrick, Three-Decker ̂  t ^ Q j ^ i 
' a ^ g i f l t ^ ^ ^ ^ e p e r ^ l l A o ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ A ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ / T / V 

Attest 
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CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and jus t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
cl a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
justi f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage verbal boundary description 
UTMs boundary justification 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 
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ASSOC RISK 

Elizabelh McCafferty Thr(-'e-Decker 
45 Canterbury Street, Worcester 
MHC # 1826 



Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64QQQ3Q5 


