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1. Name

hidric TAPLEY BUILDING

and/or common

2. Location

same

OVIB HO. 1024-O0lu
EXP. 10/31/84

‘'or NPS use only
N emal

street & number 206 Broad Stroot>. h/iA no* publication
city,town Lynn N/A-. vicinity of
state Massachusetts code 025 county Essex code 009
3. Classiffication
Category Ownership Status Present Use

district public X occupied agriculture museum

buiiding(s) private unoccupied commercial parit

structure both worl< In progress educational private residence

site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious

object i"/x inprocess yes: restricted government scientific

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner off Property

G and G Industries. Inc.

210 Broad Street

e
street & number

dty, toan  Lynn N/A  vidnity of

5. Location off Legal Description
aourthouse regdry o deeds ec.

32 Federal Street

street & number
aty, ton  Salem
6. Representation

in Existing  Surveys

date M assachusetts

Sssex County Registry of Deeds

M assachusetts
ANNNN

dae

~ Inventory of the Historic Assets . o
tite of the Commonwealth #439 hasthis praparty been ddermined digble? yes JL.no
dae May, 1977 federal dae county local

depastay for aurvey records M assachusetts Historical
dty;tO’Vn 24 Washington Street, Boston,

Commission

date MA



7. Description TAPLJY BUILDIIIG, 206 Broad St., Lynn, MA

Condition A Check one Check one
excellent deteriorated unaltered original site
good ruins altered moved date N/A
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Tapley Building i slocated on t he southeast corner of the intersection
of Broad and Carroll Streets within theboundaries of theformer Broad
Street National Register District. [|trises five storiesfrom the side-
wal k on a smal| rectangular | ot bounded by Broad Street (north),

Carroll Street (east), Farrar Street (south), and an undistigulshed
one-story commrercial block from thetwentieth century (west). Built

in 1890, i nt he Romanesque Revi val stflle, t he Tapl ey Building stands

as one of thefewunaltered industrial buildings tosurvive a major

fire i ntheFall of 198].

The five-story structure i sconstructed of redbrick with sandstone trim
and cast iron supports at theground level. Decorative elements on the
mai n north, east and west facades are consistent. They include four
story lonic pilasters with generally frame double w ndow bays and
termnate i ncorbeled courses. These pilasters areinterruptedat the
first story by a metal cornice. The fifth story i slit by round

arched wi ndows arranged i nan arcade with nmoul ded archivolts. The
entire structure i stinished by a corbeled cornice. Sash i san incon-
sistent combination of 2/2, 2/1and|/l, with sone openings boarded over.

The north facade i ssymmetrically organized into three bays, of which
the central entry bay i swider. The ground floor consists of an entry
flanked by angled, paired 2/1 windows i npressed metal frames. The
entry, which 1 sframed by cast iron colums, i srecessed and apr)roached
by a flight of nine steps. A sign bearing thenane of the building
"GABWMiREHB DIE& HB MAMCHNE DI E" i sattached tothecornice above
the entry and smaller signs saying "GE\MEBREHB DIE Q, INC" are
affixed tothepilasters flanking theentry. The second, third and
fourth stories have identical fenestration: twowndows i nthe outer
bays and tV\/oPairs of windows i nthewi der central bay, al lwith 2/2
sash. The fitth story i slit by nine arcaded windows with 2/2 sash,

The nine bay east and west elevations areidentical and both are similar
to thefacade i n many of their details as noted above. The only dif-
ference occurs at theground floor where t he double bays defined by
brick pilasters are subdivided by cast iron colums and w ndows ar e

| ocat ed above metal panels.

The rear (south) elevation i spartially obscurred by a two story addition
whi ch has segmented arched windows on it ssouth and east sides. Above
the addition, therear elevation has seven rectangular w ndows per story.



8. Signifficance TAPLEY BUILDING, 206 Broad St., Lynn, MA

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
X 1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications Jt_ industry politics/government transportation
invention JC_ other (specify)
community development
Spedfic dates 1890 Builder/Architet  tfheeler and Northend

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Tapley Building possesses integrity of location, design, materialsand
wor kmanship as well as historical associations with Lynn's industrial

era and its leather industry. As one of a handful of extant downtown,
buildings representing thecity's mjor industry, theTapley Building
meets criteria A and C of theNational Register of Historic Places.

The building was constructed by Philip Tapley t ohouse offices, show oons,
and manufacturing space for his |eather manufacturing conpany. | n 18”73,
Philip P Tapley and Andrew Kelty formed thefirm of Kelty and Tapl ey

to manufacture norocco |eather; around 1847, Taﬁl ey formed a new firm,

Al ey, Tapley and Conpany, which manufactured shoes and |eather.

Wth thedissolution of this second firm i nl850 Tapley went intothe
morocco | eather business on his own. During thesame year, he becane

the first Lynn manufacturer touse steanpower i nhis factory near Liberty
Square. 1 nl1858, Tapley noved his conpany toa new three-story brick
factory on thesite of thepresent building (although considerably
smal | er than thepresent structure) and by 1859, was thecity's largest

| eather manufacturer. Hi s 1858 factory "was believed tobe thelargest
and nost conplete of any i ntheUnited States, or theworld",! this
building remained inuse until 1889 when it burned. Tapley seensto

have died prior to 1880 |leaving his business and property t s f

Construction of thepresent building was begun by Septenber of 1890

when an illustration of thestructure was ?ublished y thelynn City Item
Plans included space for three suites of offices and showoons ont he
first floor and manufacturing space i nt heremainder. The building was
equi pped with two elevators and two fireproof stairwells; construction
costs were estimated at $30, 000.

The intact Romanesque Revival design of theTapley Building typifies
that of many other shoe factories built i ntheBroad Street areai n

the late nineteenth century. After theopening of theEastern Railroad
through Central Square i n1838, Lynn's central business district, i n-
cluding theBroad Street District, outstripped other village centers
in thecity and emerged as t heleading manufacturing and comrerci al
center by the 1850s. The area's position was strengthened by t he enor-
nmous growth of shoe manufacturing during theCivil Vér and t he 1870s.
By t hel880s, uncontrolled growth of thecentral business district had
led toits dense developnent with wood-frame buildings and relatively
few brick blocks, so that when a fire broke out at thecorner of Bl ake
and Wl Ilow Streets on Novenber 26, 1889, i tspread quickly, destroying
338 structures i nan area of 30 acres. Anmong t heoccupants of the
destroyed buildings were | 62shoemaking and [eather firms with a total

(continued)
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
[111111 R141 Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington street
MIQTORIPAI Boston, Massachusetts
nNioi*"*"nivVAMI. Q2108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Socretacvt-of-State
Februarv 2A, 1983 -, AN \

Carol Shull, Chief

National Register of Historic Places ANMt? [ ]
Nat i onal Park Service Neowr M
Depéaftmient of thhe Tontt-e-rT®r xn y.
Washi ngton, DC 20243

Dear Ms. Shul |:

'y

Encl osed youwill find a petition, iointly sponsored by the
Massachusetts Historical Conmm ssion and the Citv of Lvnn, to
renove t he Broad Street Historic District from t he National
Regi ster of Historic Places. Listed on Decenber 2, 1980,
this district was substantially destroyed bv a maior fire on
Novenber 28, 1981.

You will also find individual nomnation forns for three of
the remaining shoe manufacturing buildings. Constructed be-
tween 1890 and 1907, these three structures representthe
rebuilding of thedowmtown after another manor fire i n 1889,
and a concentration of theshoe Industrv. Because of the
effects of this fire, post-1890 construction was invariably
masonryj creating a divergence from thestate-wi de normof
wood- frame shoe manufacturing buildings. (Shoe machineryi s
relatively light and does not require mansonry construction
for support). Thus theremaining buildin?]s aresignificant
on a state |level as exanples of masonrv shoe factories and
on a local level as representatives of Lynn's major industry

Omers of twoof theindividually nomnated buildings have
conpleted certified rehabilations. Therefore, we urge you
to consider delisting of thedistrict andlisting of the
individual buildings concurrently so as toavoid any tax
penalties.

Sincerely,

Candace Ji6nlfins
Resistratlon Director

CJ/lk



DEPAFtTf/Ef.'T OF COM.V.UNITY DEVELOPMEUT

NtIGhh<.A-HOOD Sf' ."."t'
CITY HALL — ROOM 315  LYNN. MASSACHUSETTS 01901 CAPITAL POV AMEL. .
TELEPHONE: (617) L?.8 4000 Ext 192. -3.-4, 5 MOUSING DICVEI CM NI

GRAMSMANGHIP

EDWARD 1 CAINAN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOB

JANSI CHANDLER
ASSISTANT UIBFCTOR Refer tO'

370/ MN cc

Serial #401
MASS. HIST. CO\mf. February 1, 1983

M. Val erie Tal nage

Acting State Historic Preservation Officer
Acting Executive Director

Massachusetts Historical Gommssion

294 \éshi ngton Street

Bost on, M\ 02108

Dear M. Tal nage:

Responding to your letter of Decenber 29, 1982, | amwritingi n
support of the delisting of the Broad Street Historic Districtin
Lynn and concurrent individual listings of the Vanp Building at

315 Li bert% Square, the Lynn Realty Gonpany Building #2 at

672- 680 Washi ngton Street and the Ta™Jey Bui.ljiing at 206 Broad Street.

It isunfortunate that the Broad Street Historic District was
virtually dismantled in Lynn's devastating fire of Novenber, 1981.
However, since that tine I t has becone necessary for the Cityto
reassess priorities i n the Downtow/ Véterfront and t odefine renewed
goals for historic preservation. Listing the threebuildings
referenced above t othe National Register would be aninstrunental
achli evenent toward assisting the people of Lynn reestablish those
goal s.

As such, the Gty of Lynn and this office extend their full support
and cooperation through the acconplishment of this inportant natter.
P ease do not hesitatetocontact ne i f 1 can be of further assistance.

Very sincerelyyours,

Edward T. Cal nan
Executive Director



Lynn Office of Econonnic Development
598 Essex Street Lynn MA 01901 (617) 592-2361 / 581-9651 Robert A Baker Executive Director

January A 1983

Ms. Candace Jenkins

Registration Director

Massachusetts Hi storical Conmm ssion
Commonweal th of Massachusetts
Office of theSecretary of State
294 \\ashington Street

Boston, Massachusetts 02108

Dear Candace,

The Lynn Econom c Devel oprment [ ndustrial Corporation understands and
supports the Massachusetts Historic Commission's overall review of the
Broad St. Historic District's designation i nlight of last year's

tragic fire. However, since theVanp Building, 3-15 Liberty Square,
Union St. and 601 Washington St. has been totally restored byt he
Crowninshield Corporation toitsrenovated pre-fire condition, we would
like that structure individuallyconsidered before any decision torevoke
the district's designation considered procedurally. The sane holds true
for the Daley Drug Building at 672-680 Washington St. which was
mnimlly affected by theconflagration and ostensibly did not haveto
substantially alter itsexterior.

Since thedevel oper's syndication has already been represented to the
investment community predicated on thedistrict's historic status, we
strongly believe that thefiscal integrity of their arrangement be

protected as they have dutifully conplied with all of the Lynn EDI.C"'s
pre-requisites. | nfact, they have pledged an additional $20,000 towards

a capital fund with thecity whose proceeds will be deployed t oaesthetically
soften thebuilding entrance fromthelLynnway (i.e. small plaza).

Finally, theonly structure left standing i nthedistrict which merits

your attention i s210 Broad St. which i soccupied by Chanpion Dieand i s
owied by a realty trust. Vhile this building presently hasindustrial
occupants, itsearly 1900 architecture symbolizes theerain whichthe

| arge, now non-existent wharf facilities were constructed by Lynn Realty Trust,

I hope you carefully weigh your determnation as the Lynn ED1.C has
the greatest respect for historic preservation of multi-story structures
strategically situated in Lynn's central business district. Thank you for
allowing us toexpress our point of view as property owners.

Sincere; Ly, /

y </
Robert A Baker
Executive Director

RAR ds
cC: Joe Saunders
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
11111l rail Office of the Secretary of State
MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington Street
HISTORICAL gé)itooSn’ Massachusetts MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

May 2, 1983

G and C I ndustries, Inc.
210 Broad Street
Lynn, M\ 01901

Dear S r/Madam

The Massachusetts Historical Commssion is delighted toinformyouthat
the Tapley Building, 206 Broad Street, Lynn, M\ has been accepted by
the National Park Service, Department of the Interior, for listingin
the National Register of Historic Places.

Enclosed is the official National Register certificate which you nay
wish todisplay i nyour property tonake others aware of the National
Regi ster program and of preservation efforts in your community.

For your information, an explanation of the National Register of Historic

Places i s enclosed. | f youhave any questions or wish further information,
pl ease do not hesitate t ocontact theCommssion's office at the above
addr ess.

& share with you a sense of pride that the Tapley Building has been so
desi gnat ed.

Si ncer

M chael Joseph Connol Iy
Secretary of State
Chai rman, Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

Patricia L. Wesl owski
State Historic Preservation Officer

MQ ALWWsac
encl osures

cc: Local historical commssion, |ocal official.



COMMONWEALTH
OF MASSACHUSETTS

TAPLEY BUILDING
206 BROAD SIRET
LYNN, MASSACHEETTS

was accepted on MARCH 31/ 1983 /or indusion in the

Nationa Regda of Hidoric Places

The Nationai Regiger is the nation's official list of important cuJura resources. It includes
buiddings, districts, sites, structures, and objects which retain their historical character and
demonstrate some agpect of our local, state or national lustory The National Register was estab-
lished under the Nationa Historic Preservation Act of 1966 and is administered in the Common-
wealth by the Massachusetts Historical Commission.

Michael Joseph CoimoUy Patricia L. Weslowski.
Secretary 0/ State state Historic Preservation Officer
Chairman, Massachusetts Historical Commission Executive Director. Massachusetts Historical Commission

MASSACHUSETTS
GMMHISTORICAL
=fc'iICOMMISSION






