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«  The .gchoolhouse was built in 1905, and the structure remains much the
same except for a bell tower andqbe1l which were removed some years ago
because rain leaked down through the tower. These features will be replaced
when the structure is returned to Dixon. :

School was held in _this building until 1970; since that time is has
stood unused. The walls and floors are in good condition, the windows are
intact, the roof is shingled and in good repair, and the blackboards are
in good condition.

The dimensions of the building are 24' 4" in length by 18' 4" in width.
There are 4 windows on the south side and 2 on the east side.  (The
building faces west.) Each window measures 30" x 64." An entry, extending
out from the west end, measures 8' 2" x 5' 2" and contains one window
(30" x 56") and one outside door (2' 8" x 6' 8"). There is one door of
the same size opening into the main room from this entry.

A1l the desks, the teacher's desk, books and other articles were
removed from the schoolhouse by the Gregory School District, which became
the owners of the building when this rural district joined theirs. Some
of the desks, books and other items have been returned to the Historical
Society. Desks, books and other paraphernalia from similar abandoned
schools have been donated also, to aid in the restoration of Pocahontas.

The school building and it's old bell will be moved from its present
Tocation (SW 1/4 of Sec 26, T 100, R 73) back to the town of Dixon, where
it was built originally, and placed on the grounds of the Dixon Area
Chapter of the Gregory County Historical Society, which are Lots 4, 5, and
6 in Block 1 of Dixon Town. The Chapter has been given a 99 year lease on
these lots by the owners, the Gregory Independent School District of
Gregory, SD.
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County, in 1905, when the town was just being established.

-e YUWR Wds JUS Only one
old settler remembers a log building which served temporarily as the

first schoolhouse until this frame building could be erected. Thus,
this new structure became the first permanent schoolhouse built in the
town.

The homesteaders were vitally interested in developing the Rosebud
Country, of which Dixon was a part. They knew an essential factor in
this development was the establishment of thriving businesses and farms.
To accomplish this, they needed good solid citizens who were willing to
settle in this territory, and with an eye to the future, put down roots
for their families, which would endure for generations. Part of the
permanence they were seeking was the availability of an adequate and
uninterrupted education for their children.

In a few years, the Dixon School became too small for their needs,
and a larger building was erected in Dixon. The old schoolhouse was
moved to a location 4 1/4 miles north and 1 east of the town, where it
was used for the next three generations. In 1970, the Pocahontas district
Jjoined the Gregory Independent School District in Gregory, South Dakota,
and the old schoolhouse was closed, seemingly for good. When rural
schools close, the buildings are usually sold and moved away, or torn
down to become parts of homes, farm workshops, or cattle sheds; part of
the homesteader's precious heritage disappears.

Determined that the Pocahontas Schoolhouse should not be destroyed,
but moved back to Dixon and restored, community organizations and indivi-
duals joined in an effort to preserve the Pocahontas School. A Gregory
bank purchased the schoolhouse and presented it to the Historical
Society and plans were made to move it from its present location batk to
the town where it was built. When this project is completed, it will be
situated on lots leased for 99 years from the Gregory Independent School
District. It will be furnished again with desks, books and other equip-
ment that were typical of the old pioneer schoolhouses. After 68 years,
in spite of being abandoned, the Pocahontas Schoolhouse is still playing
an important role in the cultural growth of the Gregory County area. It is
a fitting symbol of the American people's determination to build for the
future, from the firm foundations of thier past.
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