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Narrative Description
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DESCRI PTI ON

Location/ Surroundings: The Taunton State Hospital canpus is |ocated
i mmedi ately northwest of Taunton center and i s surrounded by densely
devel oped commercial, residential, and industrial areas. The grounds
enconpass approxi mately 125 acres at present, although 134 acres were
reported originally. They are bounded on the north and east by the

gentle curve of the Mill River and Pond, and on the south and west by
a high, drylaid stone wall (#18). Hem ocks and spruce are planted
along much of that perimeter wall. These features seclude the campus

from i ts urban/suburban environment and help to maintain a strong
sense of tranquility. Major transportation corridors inthe area
include State Routes 140 and 44 to the south. State Route 138 to the
east, and Conrail tracks to the west. Interstate Route 495 is further
to the north. The primary viewshed is fromthe upper levels of the
Mai n Building (#1-6; 13) southward toward Taunton center. This view
has been changed by substantial expansion of the town center inthe

| ate-nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Internal canmpus views from
buildings to the river are also important

Landscape: The canmpus i s roughly bisected by the main drive, which
runs south-north fromthe main entrance at Hodges Avenue and Morton
Street to the rear entrance on Danforth Street. The drive i s lined by
mapl es and other trees, but not inthe double rows mentioned i n early

reports. The front entrance i s marked by paired granite posts. The
inner set carries lanterns, while the remnants of decorative cast-iron
screens attach the outer set to the perimeter wall. The rear entrance
is simply marked by a canting down of that wall. The drive winds

through an extensive wooded grove (#52) to approach the original
asylum which occupies the high ground at the north end of the canpus.
The grove includes a wide variety of mature trees. The south end of
the drive continues to follow the route shown on early twentieth
century maps, but the north end appears to have been changed sonewhat
to acconmodate new construction to the rear of the main building

The sloping lawn (#53) in front of the main building was originally
conceived as a |andscaped pleasure ground, with a greenhouse near the
site of the present Superintendent's House (#41) and a flower garden
near the river. The area on the west side of the drive was devoted to
agricultural uses and dotted with several outbuildings including a cow
barn, piggery, and hen house (#19). Most of the early support
buildings are gone, but the agricultural landscape (#54) remains open
and maintained inrough turf, with the exceptionof a fenced exercise
area near Goss (#50). Both of these open spaces have been encroached
upon by limited numbers of twentieth-century buildings and paved
parking areas, but their original landscape character remains readily
apparent. Along with the wooded grove (#52), they are important

(continued)
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el ements contributing to, and enhancing, the historic character of the
canpus.

Taunton's first superintendent. Dr. George C S Choate, provided the
following glowing descriptionof the hospital site and setting in the
First Annual Report of 1854, His discussion of the secluded quality
of the canpus, despite itsproximtyto the town center, is
particularly important in |ight of the period's reliance on an ideal
pastoral environment to effect cures for insanity. Dr. Choate was
correct inhis estimate of the site's natural buffers, and the canpus
retains a strong sense of tranquility in the mdst of intense
commercial, industrial, and residential devel opment.

The grounds of the institution consist of about one hundred and
thirty-four acres, extending in a southerly direction to within
half a mle of the centre of the town. Wth an exceedingly varied
surface, a a beautiful grove of nmore than sixty acres, and bounded
by the river for nearly half itsextent, the site has natural
advantages which are rarely met with. As nearly all the land lies
: bet ween the hospital and the town, and as itsposition is
furthermore strengthened by having the river for a natural
barrier, the institution will probably be able to hold at bay for
many years the encroachments of an increasing population, and will
avoid the difficulty into which nmany similar institutions have
fallen--of being gradually drawn, in consequence of the increase
of a flourishing town, into the heart of a large city

The hospital building is situated on a gentle em nence, at the
extreme northerlypart of the farm being about one mile from the
town ... and from (the done) there is a panoramc view of great
beauty, embracing the neighboring town, with it snmany tokens of
busy life, several flourishing villages, the numerous ponds and
streams with which the surrounding country abounds, and reaching
in the far-off distance even to the blue hills of Norfolk county.

| mprovements to the grounds were undertaken immediately, with a
perimeter fence and entrance gate erected in the second year to

protect the privacy of the patients. Fifty or sixty forest trees and
a large nunmber of ornamental trees were planted around the building
and along the main drive i n 1856. By the next year, however, the

reality of poor, thin soil had tenpered the initial enthusiasm
The site of the hospital, though healthful and abounding i n many
natural advantages, is singularly unfitted for farmng. The |[|and
- ¢ is generally poor, and nmuch time, patience and |abor will be
* required to convert sterility into fruitfulness. Every care has
been taken to enrich the soil, that abundance my gradually be
. wrung from the reluctant earth, and an economy be consulted in

% <A} (conti nued)
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compelling barren fields to contribute to the support of the
institution (4thAnnual Report 1857).

Greater efforts at inprovement were undertaken i n 1859 and 1860, with
a lawn planted around the building (#53), the woods cl eared of
underbrush to nmake a pleasant grove of nmore than sixty acres (#52),
stones removed from the fields to build a perimeter wall (#18), and
the agricultural fields (#54) enriched with manure. By 1874 the
grounds were once again considered an asset:
Qur grounds are quite extensive and varied. Paroles are frequent
and the possessors wander at their wills. The pleasant
water-view, the long, green hillside, sloping to the river, the
avenue, with it sshaded walks and lines of beauty, the woods
themselves, with their npossy seats and dark coverts, where the
pines weave the carpets which the flowers embroider, al | combine
to make i tbeautiful from the time when spring drops her violets

and brings back her singing birds, till now when these gorgeous
autumn days deck i twith their hues of flame and sunshine.
Indeed, | know of no hospital grounds that present nmore varied

natural beauty or have such sweet beguilements for the mnd (21st
Annual Report 1874) . . A
Buil dings: Erected i n 1851-1853, Taunton was the first Massachusetts
insane asylum to be built according to the principles espoused by the
influential Dr. Thomas S Kirkbride inhis 1847 textbook. His ideas
called for a massive, centralized structure that would house
administrative offices, dining facilities, staff housing, and roons

for 250 patients. The building was to be sited on high ground and
surrounded by pastoral, landscaped pleasure grounds with support
buildings to the rear. This md-nineteenth century image of an insane .-
asylum remains clear at Taunton and i s enhanced by the exceptional

Renai ssance Revival design of the main building conceived by Elbridge
Boyden of Worcester.

Like al | of the other nineteenth-centurystate hospital canpuses,
Taunton's original facilities were supplemented with additiona
buildings to accommpdate a patient popul ationthat reached almost
2,000 by 1945, The earliest additions took the form of wings added to
the main building in 1876 and 1892 i n accordance with Boyden's

original plans. Several well-designed, single-famly staff houses
dating from the late-nineteenth to early twentieth centuries were
clustered near the main entrance. |In the early twentieth century,
handsome staff dorm tories were constructedon the front and side
[awns. | t was not until the 1930s that additional patient care
facilities were erected on the south side of the main drive, G
encroaching on the agricultural land for the first time. Taunton's
buildings and |andscapes continue to epitomi ze the ideals of

(continued)
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mi d-nineteenth century asyliim design as describedinthe overview,
while subtly evolving to meet changing needs.

Canpus Integrity

The integrity of both buildings and |andscapes at Taunton i s very
high. Until recently, buildings have been mnimally affected by
rehabilitation efforts that have added new wi ndows, stair/elevator
towers, fire escapes, etc. A major rehabilitation of Cain and Besse
(#s 8, 9) i s now under way, however. A larger problem i s the
long-term vacancy, neglect, and deterioration of the Main Building
which i s the oldest and nost architecturally distinguished state
hospital building inthe entire state system The |andscape
including lawns, tree groves, and agricultural area is generally wel
mai ntained. |t has been primarily affected by the insertion of paved
parking areas into lawn areas near buildings. The parking area inthe
front lawn (#53), which is a significant and prom nent |andscape area
is the most problematic.

Representative Buildings are described bel ow.
Mai n Bui |l di ng Conpl ex
#1-6; 13: West and East Choate, West and East Godding, West and East

Extensions, Administration (1854-1892)
Dr. Choate provided a detailed description of the hospital building in

the First Annual Report of 1854. | tisincluded here to demonstrate
how little the building has changed i n 140 years, and as an accurate
account of the original plan and use of interior space. | t clearly

reveals the original intimacy of accommdations, and the privacy

offered to patients of early asyliams that adhered to Kirkbride's 250-

person limit.
(The hospital) consists of three principal stories, and is well
and substantially built of brick, and covered throughout with
slate. The centre building has a frontage of fifty-five feet
towards the town, and projects fromthe main front about fifty

i feet. Inthis are the office, dispensary, apartments for the
officers, and roonms for the reception of visitors and social
o e intercourse of patients. | tis surmounted by a done, which rises

seventy feet above the roof

.1 Connected with the centre building, and passing east and west from
it, are the two main wings, each one hundred and forty-six feet in
length and forty-three feet i nwidth. The east wing I s occupied
by females, the west by males, and their construction and
arrangement are inall respects the same. Through the whole
l ength of each story, i neach of the main wings, extends a central
corridor, or hall, fifteen feet i nwidth and ten and a half in
height; and communicating with this on each side are a

(continued)
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dining-room a parlor, a wash-room conveniently fitted with
. marbl e basins, a clothing-room where each patient has a box

appropriated tohi sor her owmn use, a water-closet andten
dormitories, affording sleeping accommdations t o about thirty
patients. Running nearly tothenorth, at right angles withthe
mai n wings, and connected with them arethereturn wings, which
contain i neach story a corridor, or hall, simlar tothat ofthe
mai n wings, at thefarther extremty of which arethe water-closet
and bathing-room and on each side dormtories, fourteeni n
V  number, thirteen of them |arge enough for one person only, the
other accommodating si x or seven. A large bay wi ndow, about half
way down t heouter side of thehall, adds nuch toi tslight and
cheerfulness, andi sa favorite resort of patients. A door
connects thehall of thereturn wing with that of themain wing,
and affords neans of access tothedining-roomfor thepatientsi n
. theformer. The room for theattendantsi splaced i ntheouter
angle, where thetwohalls join, and fromi ti safforded a full
view of thewhole length of each hall. At theend of each return
wing i sanother short wing, at right angles with it, seventy-seven
feet i nlength, and containing theveranda, andoriginally the
strong-rooms, but now a pleasant hall i neach story, and si X
.. comfortableroons opening into it, i nnost respects similar to
those i nthemain and return wings. The veranda, which i sa
- ,* large, square room two sides of which arenmade up of unglazed
iron sash, i san excellent feature, affording thenost anple
¢ opportunity for exercisei ntheopen air, and being an excell ent
substitute, with a large proportion of patients, for airing
courts. ... o Sf*:!

Fromtherear of thecentre building extends back thecentre wing,
of thesane length as thetwo return wings, and forty feet i n
width....On thefirst story i tcontains a dining-roomforthe
officers fifteen by forty feet, a kitchen twenty-five by fifty,

\. two store-rooms, a bakery and a washing-room . . .The Chapel,
spacious, lofty, and well-lighted apartment, capable of
accommdating with ease two hundred persons, together withthe
drying-room and ironing-room, occupy thesecond and third stories
of this wing.... A beautiful and spacious stairway rises to the
third story fromthecentre building; and i neach of t hewings are
two others, affording anple nmeans of egress fromall parts ofthe
building i ncase of fire.

Boyden created a masterful design, which de-enphasized t he massive
size of a Kirkbride-type building with major setbacks and projections
as well as clear articulation of parts. The central pavilion (#13)
with i tsflanking cross gables (#1, 2) almost seens t o stand alone
against theextreme setback of thelater wings. Constructed of red
* brick on a granite foundation, thebuilding i strimmed with pilasters

(continued)
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carrying cast-iron Corinthian capitals and modillion cornice.
Pedi ments with raking cornices contain oculi. Wndows with brownstone
sills and lintels contain multipane 66 and 12/12 sash. The main
entry is fronted by a quatrastyle porch surmounted by a two-story,
three-sided oriel window The roof line is enlivened by an octagonal

Bar oque done over the central section, with smaller domes and
ventilating turrets over the wings.

Additional wings on each side, shown on the original plan, were added
in 1874 (#3, 4, 5 6). They were described in similar detail in the
21st Annual Report of 1874, with Hartwell & Swasey reported as
architects. An additional set of infirmary wings was added in 1892
(#10, 11). They are fronted by massive bowed wi ndows with balustrades
to provide sunroons at each floor, and are attached by elegant curved
glazed wal kways at the second story to provide isolationof infectious
cases. The 1874 and 1892 wings maintain the three-story height,
granite foundation, brick walls, brownstone lintels and sills, and

slate roof of the original building. Detail is simplified somewhat by
deleting the Corinthian pilasters and by replacing the cast-iron
modillion cornice with one of brick. The 1874 wings retainoriginal

screened porches that were forerunners of similar but less attractive
el ements added to buildings throughout the system in the 192 0s and
1930s. The hilltop siting and front [awns (#53) are important

el ements of this building's setting.

X Support/ Service G oup

Typically, these buildings are sited behind the main building, near
the rear entrance. The only exception is the original stable (#28),
now the main garage, which is located on the east side. They date
from 1854 to the 1950s and represent the full period of the hospital's
devel opment .

#28: Stabl e/ Mai n Garage (1854)

The former stable is a red brick structure that rises tw stories from
a granite foundation to a slate hip roof with bracketed metal cornice.
A brick beltcourse divides the stories. Central cross gables on the
west facade contain arched garage bays, surmounted by smaller arches
with double-leaf doors. Oculi Tlight the gables. Arched w ndows
contain 6/6 sash or are blank. Side elevations display cross gables..
A one-story el | extends across the rear elevation.

#17: Power Pl ant/Laundry/ Occupational Therapy (1874/1904)

This Eastlake-style red-brick structure originally served as the
hospital power plant. 't was described in 1874 as "an entirely new
boiler-house, containing engine-room machine-shop, and
carpenter-shop, all of anple dimensions.” In 1904, A E Swasey
designed a second story to accommodate an expanded carpenter shop and

: g v ,* %... 1 (continued) o
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storage. |t was later converted to a laundry, probably the following
year, after the new power plant was completed. It rises tw stories

froma high brick foundation to a slate hip roof with corbelled
cornice and numerous decorative dormers. Brick beltcourses divide the
stories. The twelve-bay north facade contains double-leaf entries
with transoms in the inner fourth bays. Long segmental -arched wi ndows
contain 99 sash. The south elevation is simlar to the north, but is
only one story because the building is built into the north slope of
the hill on which the main building stands.

#2 5 Power pl ant (19 05)
This utilitarian, red-brick structure was constructed at the turn of
the century to serve the large nunmbers of new buildings added to the

campus at that time. |t was designed by Hollis, French, Allen &
Hubbard, Engineers. [t rises two stories froma brick foundation to a
flat roof. Segmental-arched wi ndow openings contain 66 sash.

Several segmental-arched entries are irregularly placed on the south
facade. A section with smokestack that my be somewhat |ater is
attached to the rear (N elevation. 't continues the segmental-arched
wi ndow openings with 6/6 or 99 sash.

#26: Industrial Building/Storeroom (1896/ca. 1915) *

The north end of this red-brick building originally served as an
industrial therapy workshop; it ws enlarged after 1910 in a
compatible design. It is now a square seven-by-seven-bay structure
that rises two stories froma high brick foundation to a slate hip
roof with brick dentilated cornice. Segmental wi ndow openings contain

6/6 sash. A concrete railroad trestle, also post-dating 1910 (#51) ,
enters the west side of the building.

#33: Piinp House (1888)

The Punp House is a small three-by-three-bay, red-brick structure that
rises one story to a slate hip roof with corbelled cornice and central
cupola. A gabled entry pavilion with double-leaf door is centered on
the north side. Smal | w ndows contain 6/6 sash. Very few buildings
of this type and date survive within the state hospital and school
system

New Conpl ex

The new complex is located on the west side of the main drive, with
agricultural fields to the south and west, and a nodern watertower to

the north. 't consists of four interconnected wings that date from
1937 to 1963. The older sections (#8 and 9) are nore ornate, but the
newer 1950s and 1960s wings are compatible in design. Functionally,

this building replaced the infirmary wings (#10, 11) added to the main
building in 1892 Constructed in part with WA funds, this conplex
represents the growth of the state hospital systemin the post-1930

(conti nued)
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period and theincreasing enphasis placed on health concerns.

Nort hampton (seeform was theonly canmpus that was devel oped with a
larger complex i nthe192 0s and 193 0s. This buildingi s currently
undergoing an extensive rehabilitation.

#7: Chambers (1957)
This E-plan Colonial Revival-style building now serves asthe
frontispiece for theconplex. Designed by thenoted firm of Cram &

. Ferguson, i t faces east toward thecentral greenspace (#51).
1 Construction began i n1955 and was completed i n1957. Rising three
stories from a cast-stone foundation toa slate gable roof, it is

constructed of redbrick laid up i nFlem sh bond and i strimmed with
cast-stone watertable, beltcourses and cornice. The facadei s
articulated by three strong, pedimented cross pavilions that project
by eight bays. The central pavilion contains themain pedi mented
entry; four fluted pilasters rise above tothemain entablature and a
pedi ment with oculus. The three-bay end pavilions also contain oculi
in their pediments. The connecting sections arenine bays each.

W ndows with cast-stone sills and splayed lintels contain six-pane e
hopper sash. This building i snamed for Ral ph M Chanmbers, M D , who
was superintendent from 1925-1948.

#8: Besse (1935-1937)
Besse was constructed as a surgical hospital with funds authorized by
the WPA i n1934. Construction began i nMarch 1935 and was compl et ed

in 1937. Kendall, Taylor & Co. were thearchitects. I tisa long,
rectangular structure, connected totherear of Chanmbers by a one-
story wing that partially obscures itsoriginal projectingentry. | t

rises three stories from a high basement t oa slate gable roof andi s
constructed of redbrick laid up i nFlem sh bond, trimmed with cast-
stone watertable, banded quoins, and keystones. Typically, the long
facade i sbroken up by central and end cross pavilions that are

L defined by quoins and contain oculi i ntheir pediments. The central
pavilion contains an unusual entry that projects by four bays, andi s
headed by stepped back porches at t heupper stories. The door i s
framed by paired Tuscan pilasters and a heavy segmental pedi ment.
The rear elevation i sfour unarticul ated bays.

#9: Femal e Infirmary/Cain (1935-1937)

Cain was constructed as an infirmarywith funds authorized by the WA
in 1934. Construction began i nMarch 1935 and was completed i n 1937.
Kendall, Taylor & Co. were thearchitects. Not surprisingly, this
large U-plan patient ward shares decorative details with Besse. [11tis
constructed of redbrick laid up i nFlemi sh bond, and i strimmed with
cast-stone watertable, banded quoins, keystones, and classical entry
surrounds. |t rises four stories from a high basement toa slate
gable roof with cupolas. Projecting pedimented cross pavilionsare
centered on t hewest facade; they include porches at theupper

fo-0 1, (cont I nued)
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stories. Four bay wings with three-part windows in each bay, divided
by piers, extend out from the cross pavilions; fourth-story w ndows
are set in elaborate segmental arches with radiating voussoirs. The
mai n entrance i s centered in the courtyardarea formed by the wings.
It is framed by sidelights and transom and i s fronted by a balustraded
Tuscan porch. The east courtyard elevation is centered on a five-bay
bow framed by four-bay sections, three-bay pedi mented cross pavilions,
and seven-bay outer sections. This building mrrors some Boyden
el ements such as heavy gable cornices, oculi, and cupolas. The
building was named for Dr. Charles C Cain, Jr., who served as
Chai rman of the Board of Trustees in the early twentieth century.

#50: Mal e Infirmary/ Goss (1963)

Goss i s identical to Cain initsform but itslater date is revealed
in itssimpler detail. | t was naned for Dr. Arthur V. Goss,
superintendent of the hospital from 1906 to 1922.

Multi-Unit Staff Residences

* Staff residences, inthe form of dorm toriesand single-family
dwellings, began to appear on state hospital and school canpuses in
the late nineteenth century. They provided nmore comfortable quarters
for staff, while freeing up space in the patient wards. On-site
housing was a necessity for staff who worked seventy to eighty-hour
weeks until the mi d-twentiethcentury. The two earliest dormitories
at Taunton are particularly handsome exanples of their type.

#15: Femal e Nurses' Home/Learoyd Honme (1902)
The Femal e Nurses' hone opened at the sane time that a nursing school

was instituted at Taunton. | twas designed in an opulent version of
the Colonial Revival style that draws inspiration from the main
building by the firm of Swasey & Stephenson. | tis constructed of red

brick laid up inFlemsh bond and is trimmed with |imestone
watertable, beltcourse, window and entry trim Rising three stories
from a high basenment to a slate hip roof with a wooden cornice

di splaying dentils and modillions, itsthird story is treated as an
attic above a beltcourse. The eleven-bay east facade i s organized
with a three-bay central-entry pavilion. The entry is framed with

| eaded sidelights and transom and is protectedby a flat-roofed porch
with balustrade, supported on paired Tuscan colxims. |t is surmounted
by a three-sidedoriel with balustrade at the second story and a
three-part wi ndow at the third, and a Palladianw ndow in the gable.
W ndows with splayed lintels contain 12/1 sash. The north elevation
di splays a three-story balustraded porch, while a sem -octagonal bay
is found on the south. Palladiandormers flank the center cross

gabl e. The rear is also organized with a central gabled pavilion
framed by secondary entries and Palladiandormers. The central
pavilion of this dormtory was consciously designed to echo that of

[ (continued)
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the main building that it faces. Sited ontheedge of t heoriginal

wooded grove (#52), it i ssurrounded by beech and cedar trees.

#16: Mal e Nurses' Home/ Murray (1904)

Like t heFemale Home, this unusually well-detailed Colonial Revival -
style structure was designed t oecho the main building. Itse
architects were thefirm of Swasey & Stephenson. |t i sconstructed of
red brick laid upin Flem sh bond, andis trimmed with a |imestone
watertable andbeltcourse. 't rises three stories froma granite
foundation t oa slate hip roof with dentilated modillion cornice.

W ndows with |imestone sills and splayed lintels contain 12/12 sash.
The thirteen-bay north facade i scentered on a three-bay pedi mented
pavilion that contains anentry with a flat-roofed portico supported
on paired Tuscan coliams, andis surmounted by a balustraded oriel.
This well-detailed entrance treatment i s derived from that of the main
building. The west elevation displays a sem -octagonal bay, whilethe
east has a two-story balustraded porch. The south elevationi s
organized with a center pavilion. An eight-bay rusticated concrete-
block garage (#42) i slocated directly behind.

#14. Nurses' Home/Gifford (1937)

Constructed during a period of major expansion, this large U-plan
nurses' hone rises three stories from a high foundation toa slate hip
roof with simple brick cornice. 't i sconstructed of red brick and
trimmed with cast-stone watertable, beltcourses, keystones, and quoins
around the central pavilion, endpavilions aretreated with brick
quoins. Designed i nthe Colonial Revival style, thesymmetrical 21-
hay east facade i sorganized with projecting three-bay central and end
pavilions. The central pavilion contains the main entry, whichi s
framed by sidelights andfronted by a flat-roofed, balustraded porch
supported on paired Tuscan colums. Wndows contain 8/1 sash and are
headed by splayed brick lintels with keystones. Third-story w ndows
in thecenter pavilion arecontained in relieving arches. The typical
canmpus oculi arefound i nthe gable fields. The ten-bay north end
displays a cross pavilion at t heeast end and a center entry with
met al hood. The rear elevation features sem -octagonal stairtowers
attached t ot heouter wings, a three-bay center pavilion with

doubl e-leaf entry andcast-stone quoins, andpaired wi ndows with 6/1
sash. |t i sset behind a U-shaped drive and faces a grove of pines
and beech trees.

#21. Married Couples Home/ Dorm (1927) '~

This red-brick. Colonial Revival-style structure rises two stories
from a high basement with cast-stone watertable toa slate hip roof
with a plain wooden cornice. The nine baynorth facade i s organized
around a three-bay central pavilion with thetypical oculus i nthe
pediment. The center entry is framed by sidelights andtransom and i s
protected by a porch with paneled piers. Wndows with cast-stone

-t L.~ ot

< ot (continued)
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sills and lintels contain 12/1 sash. Three-bay side elevations
di splay hooded center entries. Like so many of the other twentieth-
century buildings, i tpicks up on elements from the main building. In

1981 it was renaned for Kenneth Dorm a trustee from 1948 to 1981.
Like the adjacent Female Nurses' Horme (#15) this building is set on
the edge of the wooded grove (#52).

Single-feunily Staff Residences

Single-famly residences for physicians, administrators, and other
high-level staff were built at Taunton from the late nineteenth
century to the 1930s. This coincided with construction of dormitories
for nurses and attendants and served a similar purpose of providing
nore comfortable quarters for staff while freeing up space in the
patient wards. The earlier houses, clustered near the main entrance,
are very early and exceptionally well-detailed examples of their type
within the state hospital system

#36: Cottage #2 (1869)

Current hospital records date this well-detailed, L-plan, Stick Style
cottage at 1899, but it is probably the cottage cited in the 1869
annual report. 't rises 1 12 stories froma stone foundation to an
asphalt gable roof with interior chimeys. The first story is
sheathed with clapboard and decorative Stick Style trim, while the
second story displays sawtooth vertical boarding. Overhanging gables
are trimmed with pierced valances and queen-post trusses. An ornate
porch with chanfered posts, braces, and a pierced valance is typically
inserted at the junction of the wings on the south elevation, where it
protects the entry. Wndows display chanfered frames and 2/2 sash,
with shed-roof heads on the north and west elevations. A bay wi ndow
with cross-braced |ower panels is centered on the east elevation.

#35: Cottage #1 (1899)

Near the main entrance is a 1 1/2-story cottage that displays elements
of the Queen Anne and Colonial Revival styles. Typical of the former
style is the combination of materials, including stone foundation,
brick first story and clapboard second story, the strong cross ganbrel
at the facade, and dianond-pane sash in the wi ndows. The gambrel roof
with interior chimeys and balustraded Tuscan porch are typical of the
latter style.

#40: Cottage #8 (1923) N

Near the main entrance is a well-detailed Dutch Colonial-style cottage
constructed of red brick laid up in Flemi sh bond with burnt headers.
It rises 1 12 stories to the typical gambrel roof, with full shed
dormer across the front slope. The facade is centered on an entry
with sidelights and a gabled porch flanked by three-part w ndows. An
exterior chimney and balustraded sunporch are attached to the south

(continued)
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house,

elevation. A large stand of hem ocks i slocated behind this
ields (#54).

separating itsdomestic function fromtheagricultural fi

#41: Superintendent's House (1934)

This three-bay, red-brick Colonial Revival-style residence rises two
stories toa slate gable roof with three segmental-arched dormers.
The center entry with flat-roofed portico supported on slender fluted
colums i s flanked by three-part wi ndows. Other w ndows contain 6/6
sash, and first and second-story wi ndows arelinked by cast-stone
panels. A sunporch and exterior chimey are attached tothe south
el evation. A two-bay rear wing on thenorth side leads toa two-car
garage. A sunken, walled garden i slocated behind t he house. This
was near thelocation of thegreenhouse i n1910, and t hegarden may
survive from that period.

Agricultural Buildings

The west side of thecanpus was originally devoted t o agricultural
uses as demonstrated by historic maps. | n 1910, thebuildings i nthis
area included a large U-plan piggery, a cow barn with attached hay
barn and wagon shed formng a protected barnyard, and several smaller
buildings marked stable, ice house, wagon and tool shed, wagon house,
cows, and hen house (#19). Construction of the hospital/infirmary
(#8, 9) and t henew nurses' home (#14)i nthe 1930s encroached ont he
area, causing theloss of thebarnyard ensemble. A larger poultry
house had appeared by that time, however, along with thepresent root
cellar (#46). The other buildings have since disappeared.

#19: Hen House/ Feed Storage (1865)

This building served as a hen house i n1910, and by t he 193 0s had been
converted touse as a feed storage shed after a larger poultry house
had been erected nearby. |t i sa long, one-story, <clapboard-clad shed
encl osed by a gable roof with twoventilators. Entries and boarded
wi ndows ar e |located at each end of t hewest elevation. A double-I|eaf
vehicular entry i slocated on theeast elevation. Wndows with 6/6
sash arelocated on thenorth and south gable ends,

#23: Shed (1865)
The original use of this shed i sunknown, as i t does not appear on

this site on historic maps. |t i sa small, octagonal, shingled
structure rising one story toa pyramdal roof. It sits on a round
stone foundation that may have been t hewell that originally served
the hospital.

#24: Greenhouse (1941)

This greenhouse was constructed near theagricultural group after the
Superintendent's House (#41) was constructed on itsearlier sitein
1934, | t consists of a one-story, five-bay, center-entry, brick

(conti nued) ' t AV
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headhouse with two projectingglazed wings that extend totherear.
Headhouse wi ndows have brick lintels and contain 6/6 sash. Arched
wi ndows are located i nthe gables.

#46. Root Cellar (1903)
Hospital records date this building at 1903, although i t does not

appear on the 1910 map. It i sa fieldstone structure enclosed by an
asphalt gable roof with ventilator that i sbuilt into a hillside south
of theformer agricultural group. |t faces west toward the fields.

The gable i sshingled and contains a |oading door flanked by wi ndows.
The entrance occupies thenorth bay of t hebasenment story.

Archaeol ogical Description o
A high potential exists for therecovery of prehistoric archaeological
survivals within theboundaries of theTaunton State Hospital. Two
sites arerecorded i nthegeneral area (within onemile), including
one site i nthehospital locale. Site 19-BR-58, reportedly a village
site from which "many fine artifacts" arereported, has been
documented but not systematically studied. The site was reported on
the grounds of thestate hospital south of theKirkbride Main Building
Complex i nopen fields near theMill River. The physical
characteristics of thehospital, well drained level to moderately
sloping terraces and other |and surfaces i nclose proximty to the
Mill River and related wetlands, indicate favorable locational
criteria for Native subsistence and settlement activities. These
factors combined with extensive open, undevel oped areas ofthe
hospital indicate a high potential for therecovery of significant
prehistoric resources.

There i salso a high potential for therecovery of significant
historic archaeological remains on t hegrounds of thestate hospital.
Structural remains may survive from t he farmhouse or outbuildings
associated with the 134-acre farm that formed nmuch of the original
purchase of thehospital i n1851. No structures associated withthe
farm that predated thestate hospital are known t o survive today;
however, their remains may exist i nthewestern side of thecanpusi n
the area west of thedrive tothemain building. This area i s devoted
to agricultural uses and dotted with several agricultural
outbuildings. The area i salso thesite of several agricultural
outbuildings associated with late 19th/early 20th century state
hospital land use. These survivals include theremains of a piggery,
cow barn, wagon shed, and several smaller buildings including stable,
ice house, wagon and tool shed, wagon house and cow hen house.
Occupational-related features (trash areas, privies, wells) also
likely survive that were associated with md-19th century state
hospital land use and agricultural |and use predating the hospital.
An unmar ked cemetery may also exist which was affiliated withthe

(continued)
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state Hospital and/or earlier farmstead. The lack of a known cemetery
on the State Hospital property conbined with thesmall size ofthe
hospital and itsclose proximty tothetown center may also indicate
the existence of an agreement with thetown t obury thehospital dead
in existing municipal cemeteries.

(end)

HI STORI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE

Taunton State Hospital possesses integrity of location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, andassociations.
Established by Chapter 251 of theActs of 1851 as t he Taunton Lunatic
Asylum i twas the Commonwealth's second facility for the insane,
following Worcester (1833). Wth thedemolitionof the Worcester
building i nthe 1970s, theoriginal structure at Taunton (#1-2, 13)
remains as theoldest insane asylumi nt he Commonwealth. |t s
significance i senhanced by theexceptional quality of its
architecture, and by thefact that i twas thefirst i nthestate t o be
organized on theinfluential congregate nmodel espoused by Dr. Thonas
Kirkbride of the Pennsylvania Hospital forthelnsane i n 1847.
Worcester architect Elbridge Boyden demonstrated currency with
Kirkbride's concepts by creating a highly centralized main building
whose donmed administrative core was flanked by stepped back wingsfor
250 patients. Hi s masterful and sophisticated Renai ssance Revival -
style design, use of fireproof cast iron, and nmodern ventilating
techniques add tothehospital's outstanding significance. The siting
and | andscaping were also derived from Kirkbride's principles. The
Taunton Lunatic Asylum provides a clear reflection of theearly to

mi d-nineteenth century humanitarian reformnovenent f ortheinsane and
the resulting treatment programs, which emphasized creation of an
ideal physical and moral environment toeffect cures. |ts later
nineteenth and twentieth century development continues to reflect
changing concepts about humane treatment of t heinsane at the state

and national levels as described i ntheoverview. | t meets criteria A
and C of theNational Register of Historic Places and i s significant
on thenational, state, and local levels. It speriod of significance

extends from 1851 t 01940.

The Taunton Lunatic Asylum was authorized i n1851 as theresult of an
1848 legislative study demonstrating an urgent need to relieve
overcrowding at thepioneering facility establishedat Wrcester i n
1833. This study was t heresult of an eloquent and moving Memori al
delivered tothe State Legislature by Dorothea Di x i n1843. That
Memori al dociimented t he abysmal conditions that most localities
provided for their insane citizens. Taunton Asylum was constructedat
the sanme time as thestate almshouses (seelMnson and Tewksbury), and

(continued)
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partially i nresponse tothelarge influx of imm grants who arrivedi n
Massachusetts at that time.

Chapter 251 of the Acts of 1851 authorized appointnment of three

commi ssioners to select an appropriate site and to oversee
construction of a 250-patient hospital. Janes D. Thonpson, George N
Briggs, and John W Gaves chose Taunton when the citizens voted to
donate $13,000 toward acquisition of the site. They purchased a 134-
acre farmin the then-undevel oped Whittenton section. Separated from
the town center by the MIl River, and in proxinmity to the Boston &
Providence Railroad, it nmet the general hospital siting requirenents
for conveni ent access, adequate water, seclusion, and agricul tural
potential (1st Annual Report 1854). MNoj.-- i\

Having selected an appropriate site, thecomm ssioners proceeded t o
visit newy constructed hospitals i nother states and t oconfer with
in-state experts like Dr. Chandler at Wrcester and Dr. Bell atthe
private MLean Asylum i nCharlestown. Elbridge Boyden, of the firm
Boyden and Ball, was selected as architect over several other firms.
Building began i n1851 and was compl eted early i n1854. Duringthe
course of construction, theinitial appropriation of $100,000 was
supplemented with an additional $54,000. The building was equipped
with gas supplied by t heTaunton Gas Conpany (1lst Annual Report 1854:
19) .

Boyden's design i sa masterpiece of theearly Renaissance Revival
style built on a fully devel oped, congregate, Kirkbride plan as
detailed i ntheDescription section of this nom nation. The outer

wi ngs shown on theoriginal plan were added i n1874 and 1892. Fire
prevention and proper ventilation were consideredespecially important
issues for asylioms, perhaps because of the sometimes violent,
unpredictable, and "filthy" nature of their inmates. Boyden's use of
cast iron and masonry internal walls as fireproofing measures, andthe
incorporation of complicatedventilating system i salso noteworthy.

The Board of Trustees was appointedi nJuly of 1853, and Dr. George C
S Choate was appointedas thefirst Superintendent i nOctober. The
building was formally delivered totheTrustees on February 2, 1854.
The first patient was received on April 7, and within eight weeks, the
250-patient capacity had been reached (1st Annual Report 1854).
Despite theopening of a third asylum at Northampton (seeform i n
1855, thepopulation climbed steadily, reaching 365 i n 1860 and 425i n
1862 (16t h Annual Report 1869). By thetime Dr. Choate was replaced
by Dr. W W Godding i n1870, thehospital was seriously overcrowded.
Shortly thereafter, i n1873-1875, two additional wings (#3, 4, 5 6)
shown on Boyden's original plan were added. This increased capacity
from 250 t o 600 and nade Taunton t helargest complete hospital i n the
state (21st Annual Report 1874). |Immediately thereafter, i n Septenber

(continued)
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1875, the population stood at 602.

This rapid growth clearly demonstrates the popularity of state asyluns
as a humane alternative to care of the insane at local poor farms, or
jails, or at home. | talso reveals the problems that i mmediately
arose when reformi st theory met reality. As early as 1855, the
Trustees acknow edged the tendency of ol d, helpless, and chronically
demented patients to accumul ate, and by 1860 suggested that adm ssions
be regulated by court order, by reason of danger to self or others,
clear benefit to be derived frommedical or moral treatment, or relief
to famly or neighbors. In 1867 it was reported that the State Board
of Charities had transferred many chronic cases to less expensive
institutions, probably the Al nshouses at Monson, Bridgewater, and
Tewksbury. I'n 1869 i twas noted that nost of the chronic patients
wer e worren, because nore nen were afflicted with physical problems
such as alcoholism or syphilis that resulted ineither cure or death.

Li ke other asyl\ims of the period, Taunton depended on the

individualized approach of Moral Treatment to effect cures. In early
reports, the Trustees pointed with pride to the fact that they had
demolished the "strong roonms,"” small, window ess, prison-like cells

for "violent and filthy patients,” and substituted human kindness in a

"system i nwhich humanity and sound policy go together hand i n hand"

(2nd Annual Report 1855: 4). The following year they said:
. what ever tends to render the place of confinement or retreat
of the insane pleasant, cheerful, and home-like, does much to rmake
them contented, happy, and easily governed, and constitutes the

* first and longest step towards their final recovery (3rd Annual

Report 1856) .

Overcrowdi ng seriously conprom sed the asylums ability to provide the
required ideal environment, classification, and individual attention,
and | ed to nore dependence on physical and chem cal restraints
al though Taunton specifically avoided these

The hospital was constructed for two hundred and fifty patients.

It has now nearly one hundred over that number...lts halls are
, %> crowded, i tsroons filled with beds, nore numerous attendants are
- required, and a nore constant supervision demanded. | t becones

nore and nore difficult to test the efficacy of distinct
classifications, made not only inreferenceto mental condition,
but to past habits and associations.... Al Il classes herd together
and inthe various halls there is an indiscrimnate mngling of
nations, and tongues, of customs, tastes, and culture (4th Annua
Report 1857) .

Insane convicts were cited as a particular problem that was finally
alleviated by legislation passed in 1873 (21st Annual Report 1874

e o o ! oy./\.\\.cocc i)\'.', .-

(continued)
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Chapter 223 of theActs of 1862 renaned thefacility as t he Taunton
Lunatic Hospital, underscoring thebreakdown of theasylum approach.

As thebuilding was enlarged and altered t oneet changing conditions
throughout theearly years, so thehospital grounds were steadily
improved to "render themnore inviting and pleasing toits unfortunate
inmates, and new objects of interest have been added, toattract, i f
possible, their wandering attention, and lead into pleasant paths

their gloomy or unhealthy thoughts" (7th Annual Report 1860).

The inmprovements included a lawn (#53) and shade trees near themain
building, grading of ahill totherear, thinning of a wooded area to
create a pleasant grove (#52), creation of paths, constructionof a
perimeter wall (#18) from |large stones removed from thesite, a main
drive lined by a double rowof trees, and enrichment of the poor
agricultural soils (#54) with manure from theinstitution's livestock.
The farm produced hay, potatoes, squash, peas, corn, beans, tomatoes,
and cucumbers. Livestock included four horses, one colt, si x fat
cattle, two-yoke working oxen, two bulls, thirteen cows, eight
heifers, one yoke yearling steer, six calves, thirteen hogs, and one
hundred and four pigs (7th Annual Report 1860). Mich of t he grounds
and farmwork was accomplished by male patients as work therapy and as
a nmeans of enticing theminto thehealthful sunlight and freshair.

In 1877, Dr. Godding was succeeded by Dr. John P. Brown, who served
until 1906, two years before his death. Under Brown's capable
long-tejrm | eadership, thehospital was transformed with substanti al
niimbers of new buildings and training programs for staff. As early as
1883, Brown recomrended establishment of a school of nursing, which
finally opened i n1894. This was accompanied by theaddition of male
and female infirmary wings (#11, 10) for 75 patients each tothemin
building i n1892. These outermost wings, attached by elegant curved
and glazed wal kways, were part of Boyden's original design as seeni n
plans published with theFirst Annual Report (fig. #1). The female
infirmary was nanmed i nhonor of George How and, a Trusteef or
thirty-eight years, while themale infirmary was naned for thecurrent
Superintendent. The infirmaries required thepresence of trained
nurses and spurred establishment of thenursing school. By 1897,the
school was expanded t oa three-year course of study. The first class
of four nmen and four wonmen graduated i nJune 1898. At the sane time.
M ss Linda A J. Richards, America's first trained nurse and a
successful organizer of training schools, was named as head of t he
school; she served until 1903, when she left toestablish a simlar
school at Worcester State Hospital (NR 1980).

The emergence of a well-trained nursing staff and overcrowded
conditions i nthemain building necessitated constructionof nurses’
hones. A female nurses' hone (#15) was completed i n1902, and a Male

(continued)
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Nurses' Home (#16) opened twoyears later. At the sane time,t he
weekly working hours for nurses andattendants was reduced t o seventy.
It was further reduced t oforty-eight hours in 1935.

In 1906, Dr. Arthur V. Goss, who hadbeen associated with the hospital
since 1892, was appointed as the fourth superintendent at Taunton.
Shortly thereafter. Chapter 504 of the Acts of 1909 changed the nane
of the facility t othe present Taunton State Hospital. During his
tenure, a very early outreach program consisting of a monthly clinic
was established i n 1908. This expanded t oa weekly basis in 1914, and
was extended t oFall River and New Bedford. Programs such as this
typified the mental hygiene nobvenent of the early twentiethcentury,
as described in the overview. -. .-

Dr. Ransom A. Greene briefly served as superintendent from 1922 to
1925, when he becane superintendent of the Fernald State School i n
Wal t ham (see form . He was succeeded by Dr. Ral ph M Chanbers, who
served until 1948. Maj or building expansion occurred during his
tenure. A Married Couples Home (#27), including apartments and single
rooms, was completed in 1928, andin 1930-1931, cafeterias (#12) for
enpl oyees andpatients were added t othe rear of the main building.
The Public Works Administrationapproved plans for a newhospital (#8)
and infirmary (#9) in 1934 Desi gned by the well-known firmof
Kendal |, Taylor & Co., these buildings were started in 1935 and
completed i n 1937. They provided accommodati ons for 300patients. A
year later, a large newNurses' Home (#14), also designed by Kendall,

Taylor & Co., was completed. Additionally, several single-family
cottages were constructed, including a Superintendent's Hone (#41) i n
1934.

The 1945 Governor & Council Report noted that the population of the
hospital at the time of their March visit was 1,900, well above t he
normal capacity of 1,510. Thestaff of 219 was well below the quota
of 473 duet o Wrld War | | , an event that was noted as the cause of
many shortages ranging from personnel t o bedspreads. Thereport
stated that the hospital was i n good conditiondespite itsage, and
that food was plentiful andgood. No mention was rmade of farming '
operations, although contemporary maps continue t oshowoutbuildings
including a cowbarn, piggery, andhenhouse (#19) that were probably
in use. The report recommended addition of another infirmary, a new
adm ssions building, another kitchen/diningroom anda building for
"disturbed" patients sothat they would not disrupt the other wards.

Due t othe exigencies of the Depression andWorld War |1, little else
occurred in the 1930s and 1940s, but expansion resunmed in the

m d-1950s. At that time the Female Nurses' Hone was converted t o a
residence of Staff Physicians andrenaned Learoyd. Completion of the
Chanmbers Building (#7) in 1957as a frontispiece t othe 1935 hospital

(continued)
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building, brought Taunton's official capacity up to 1,652, although

A t hepopulation at that time was 1,860. A Men's Infirmary (#92),
designed t o conplenent and bal ance t he 1935 infirmary, was conpleted
in 1963 as thefinal major conmponent of t hecanpus.

Archaeol ogical Significance

Al though numerous prehistoric sites have been identified alongthe
Mill River drainage i ngeneral, fewer sites have been identified along
the Mill River i nTaunton and even fewer sites have been
systematically studied i nthat area. These factors indicate that any
surviving sites within thestate hospital would be significant. The
potential significance of prehistoric remains on state hospital
property i sfurther indicated by theprelimmnary identification of a
potentially large village site (19-BR-58) on t hehospital grounds.
These remains indicate potentiallyhigh-density cultural remains
covering wide-range of activities relating toprehistoric settlement,
subsistence, technology, and social organization. Prehistoric sites
in thearea can contribute toa greater understanding ofthe

i mportance of themain branch of t heTaunton River tolocal and
regional prehistoric settlement and subsistence and the relationships
of sites i nthearea with those along itstributary streams and

wet | ands. . ,
Historic archaeological remins described above have thepotential to
provide detailed social, cultural and econom c information relatedto
the 19t hand possibly 18t hcentury farmstead that predated the state
hospital and mi d-19th through 20th century life for patients and staff
in thehospital. Further documentary research acconmpanied with
archaeological survey and excavation can docunent the function and
location of structures associated with thefarm that existed onthe
state hospital grounds prior to 1851. This research can also indicate
which structures, i f any, were incorporated intoagricultural
operations at thehospital. The use of pre-existing agricultural
structures has been documented at other state hospitals i n
Massachusetts. Careful analysis of occupational-related features
(trash pits, privies, wells) fromtheearlier farmstead can provide
detailed information on thelife of individuals on thefarm as well as
the nature and extent of agricultural practices enployed. This
information can be used as a basis of comparison with patients and
staff of thehospital and t hetypes and extent of agricultural
operations they were involved in. These comparisons can provide

val uable insights into m d 19t hthrough 20th century institutional
versus private life, especially those i nagriculturallybased
residences and economi es. Occupational-related features, particularly
trash, areas also undoubtedly exist for thestate hospital.

(end)
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Verbal Boundary Description
See attached maps.
Verbal Boundary Justification

The nominationi sconfined tothepresent canmpus boundaries, which are
the sanme as theoriginal boundaries.
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HAP#  BU LDI NG NAME DATE STYLE ARCHI TECT/ DESI GNER STATUS RESOURCE
1 Mai n, West Choate 1854 Renai ssance Revival El bridge Boyden C B
2 Mai n, East Choate 1854 Renai ssance Revival El bridge Boyden C; A A
3 Mai n, West Godding 1874 Classical Revival Hartwel | & Swasey -
4 Mai n, East Godding 1874 Classical Revival Hartwel | & Swasey 8
5 Mai n, East Extension 1874 Classical Revival Hartwel | & Swasey C
6 Mai n, West Extension 1874 Classical Revival Hartwel | & Swasey is o f
7 Chanber s 1957 Col onial Revival Cram & Ferguson &3 B
8 Besse 1937 Colonial Revival Kendal I, Taylor & Co. C B
9 Cain 1937 Colonial Revival Kendal |, Taylor & Co. C B .
10 Mai n, Howl and; wal kway 1892 Classical Revival C B
11 Mai n, Brown; wal kway 1892 Classical Revival B
12 Food Service/Dining 1930 Utilitarian Kendal |, Taylor & Co. 8 -
13 Main, Administration 1854 Renai ssance Revival El bridge Boyden C
14 Nurses' Home/ Gifford 1937 Col onial Revival Kendal I, Taylor & Co. ' B
15 Femal e Nurses'/Learoyd 1902 Col onial Revival Swasey & Stephenson 8 B .« -
16 Mal e Nurses'/Mirray 1904 Col onial Revival Swasey & Stephenson C B
17 Power Pl ant/Laundry 1874/ 1904  Eastl ake Boyden/A. E Swasey c . B A
18 Stone perimeter wall 1860s n/a C St
19 Grounds Shed #l/hen hse. 1865 Utilitarian c' B
20 Fertilizer Shed 1910s Utilitarian ! B
21 Grounds Shed #2 (Lunber) 1953 Utilitarian o e > &C B
22 Water Tower 1953 n/a NC St
23 Octagonal shed ca. 1860s Utilitarian C B
24N Greenhouse 1941 Utilitarian NC St '
IB. Power Plant, stack 1905 Utilitarian Hollis, French, Allen & est
Hubbard
Main Storeroom 1896/1915 Utilitarian C B .
27 Married Couples'/Dorm 1927 Col onial Revival
28 St abl e/ Mai n Gar age 1854 Classical Reviva
2« Mason Shop 1927 ¢ Stucco Vernacul ar i
30 Car penter Shop 1927 Stucco Vernacul ar 1 L )
31 Bl acksmith Shop 1927 - Stucco Vernacul ar ' — .
32 Pai nt Shop 1927 Stucco Vernacul ar y .. .. A
33 Punp House 1888 Utilitarian
34 Engi neering Storage 1927 Stucco Vernacular -
35 Cottage #1 1899 Queen Anne/Col. Rev. ¢ '/ '
43 garage ca. 1930 n/a " ) |
36 Cottage #2 1869 Stick Style !
37 Cottage #4 ca. 1870 Eastl ake

S o
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MAPA BUI LDl NG NAME DATE

38 Cottage #5 1926

45 garage 1927

39 Cottage #6 1926

40 Cottage #8 1923

41 Cott. #9/Supterintendant 1934

44 gar age 1934

42 Murray Garage 1931

46 Root Cell ar 1903

47 Tunnel Ventilator ca. 1900
48 Tunnel Ventilator ca. 1900
49 Tunnel Ventilator ca. 1900
50 Men's Infirmary/ Goss 1963

51 Railroad Trestle ca. 1910s
52 Whoded Grove 1860S+

53 Front Lawn 1850S+

54 Agricultural Area 1850S+

55 Shed ca. 1920s

TOTAL RESORCES

49 Contributing;

38 Contributing Buildings
8 Contributing
3 Contributing Sites

Structures

TAUNTON STATE HOSPI TAL
TAUNTON  NVASSACHUSETTS
DI STRI CT DATA SHEET

STYLE ARCHI TECT/ DESI GNER
Colonial Revival

n/a r.

Dut ch Col oni al A

Dutch Col oni al o' -

Colonial Revival

n/ a

Concrete Block
Ut|||tarian

ilitarian
Ut|||tarian
Utilitarian
Classical Reviva
nl/ a
n/a
nl/ a
nl/ a
n/a

6 Noncontributing

4 Noncontributing
2 Noncontributing

Buil dings
Structures
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6 Church Grem AR 20 138
Taunton, M assachusetts 02780-3445
(088221622 MASS. HIST. COMM.
Marcus A. Rhodes Jr. Miss LisaA. Canpton
President April 15, 1993 Director
Ms. Judith B McDonough RECAVED

Executive Director
Massachusetts Historical Conmm ssion

80 Boylston Street DEC 091993
Boston, MA 02116
NATIONAL

REGISTER
To Wiom| t May Concern:

T

| cannot attend themeeting i n Wenthamon April 22, 1993, but | wisht o
write i nsupport of placing t heTaunton State Hospital building on the
National Register.

Not only i sthis structure a magnificent exanple of hospital architecture,
it also played a significant part i nt hedevel opment of humane treat ment
for thementally ill. As thesecond such facility i nMassachusetts, i t was
once a bustling place, known throughout the state.

| enclose a copy of anarticle | wote for our quarterly Newsletter on the
history of thehospital.

| sincerelyhope that favorable action i staken regarding this application.
The Taunton State Hospital i sseriously endangered, andshould receive
National Register status.

Sincerely yours.

Asa A Conpton
Director

LAC enb
Enc.



