
NPS Form 10-900 
(Rev. 8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Registration Form

977

JUH.301BB9

NATIONAL 
REGISTER

OMB Mo. 7024-0078

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See instructions in Guidelines 
for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering 
the requested information. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, styles, materials, 
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed in the instructions. For additional space use continuation sheets 
(Form 10-900a). Type all entries.

1. Name of Property ~~~^~
historic name Jefferson Hotel
other names/site number

2. Location
street & number 907 Louisiana Avenue for publication
city, town Shreveport vicinity
state Louisiana code LA county Caddo code 017 zip code 71101

3. Classification
Ownership of Property 
|~Xl private 
I I public-local 
I I public-State 
I I public-Federal

Category of Property 
E building(s) 
I I district

[site
I structure
I object

Number of Resources within Property
Contributing 

1
Noncontributing 
____ buildings 
____ sites 
____ structures 
____ objects 

0 Total
Name of related multiple property listing:

N/A___________________
Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register Q______

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
\j\ nomination LJ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my (^pinion, the property LX> meets LJdoes not meet the National Register criteria. LJsee continuation sheet.

June 26. 1989
signature of certifying official Leslie -P. Tassin, State Historic Preservation Date 

of Culture. Recreation & Tourism ___________________ Officer __
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property LJ meets LJdoes not meet the National Register criteria. LJsee continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:

[entered in the National Register.
I | See continuation sheet. 

I I determined eligible for the National
Register. I I See continuation sheet. 

I I determined not eligible for the
National Register.

I I removed from the National Register. 
LJ other, (explain:) ___________

: -a

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

DOMESTIC/hotel vacant

7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation concrete_________
No style________________________ waiis _____brick

roof_____tar.
other _____cast concrete

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Jefferson Hotel is a four story brick railroad hotel built in 1922 on 
the edge of downtown Shreveport across the street from the city's Union Depot. 
Alterations have been minimal.

The one hundred and six room hotel was built to accommodate the steady 
stream of travelers arriving at Union Depot and needing overnight lodging because 
of schedule differences, changing from one railroad line to another, etc. 
Demolished in 1972, the magnificent Union Depot served as the passenger terminal 
for the numerous railroad lines that converged upon Shreveport. When a passenger 
walked out the door, the Jefferson was immediately across the street. All that 
remains today of the Union Depot are the steps going down from the site to street 
level. Railroad tracks run down Lake Street a few feet away from the Jefferson's 
principal side elevation.

The hotel is sparingly detailed, as perhaps befits its functional nature. 
One immediately notices that the facade and principal side elevation are taken up 
largely with square head hotel room windows featuring brick jack arches and cast 
concrete keystones. The original fixed awning has an arched canopy over the 
entrance and a pressed tin ceiling. The handsome aedicule style doorway is 
distinguished by a denticular cornice, egg and dart molding, and patera blocks in 
the pilasters. Cast concrete bands are used above the first floor to define the 
shopfront level. Shopfront spaces are located on either side of the doorway and 
at the rear of the principal side elevation. These shops had a variety of uses, 
including a cafe, drugstore, bar, hotel dining room, ice cream parlor, and barber 
shop. The top of the Jefferson is ornamented with a plain cast concrete cornice 
and decorative cast concrete panels in the parapet featuring urns and shields. 
Exterior alterations are confined to the painting over of the transoms and some 
of the shopfront windows as well as some fairly minor shopfront modifications.

The hotel lobby originally turned the corner at the rear, giving it an 
overall L shape. However, a wall has been inserted in the rear corner. The 
lobby is fairly plain, featuring square columns and pilasters with a Jefferson 
crest at the top, a high wainscot, an openwork ceiling, and a tile floor. The 
present registration counter is modern. Other interior changes include dropped 
ceilings in the hotel dining room and some of the shop spaces. In at least two 
instances the dropped ceilings are deteriorated and the original pressed tin 
ceilings are visible in places.

Assessment of Integrity;

Because changes have been so minimal, particularly [3 See continuation sheet 
on the exterior, there is no integrity problem.



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

I I nationally I I statewide [x"l locally

Applicable National Register Criteria [x~lA I IB I 1C I ID

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) I |A |~JB [~lc I ID CUE [Z]F l~lG N/A

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
transportation___________________ 1922-1939_________ 1922-1939

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A___________________________ H. E. Schwartz, architect_________

B & T Construction Co., contractors

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Jefferson Hotel is locally significant in the area of transportation 
because it is one of very few buildings left to represent Shreveport's very 
important railroad history.

From its founding in 1835 Shreveport became a natural crossroads of commerce 
due to its location on the Red River, a major trade artery. However, by the turn 
of the century the Iron Horse had supplanted the steamboat, and Shreveport soon 
emerged as a major regional railroad hub. In short, it had moved from a river 
town to a railroad town.

There were no less than six railroad lines converging upon Shreveport, 
radiating from the city like the spokes of a wagon wheel. These transportation 
facilities enabled the city to become a regional shipping center as well as a 
major passenger hub. Perhaps Shreveport's railroad history is most graphically 
illustrated in Sanborn Insurance Company maps for the 1890s-1935 period. Even 
the casual observer would notice that Shreveport was first and foremost a 
railroad landscape. The huge Union Depot served as the central passenger 
terminal, but each line, and branch thereof, had its own freight depots, round 
houses and occasionally office buildings. For example, the 1935 map shows Union 
Depot, eight freight depots, numerous round houses, and two railroad office 
buildings. In addition, by about 1940, Texas and Pacific had built its own 
passenger depot.

Other important components of any railroad town landscape are railroad 
hotels and warehouses located near the tracks. While not as directly associated 
with railroading as depots and round houses, these buildings are inextricably 
related. After all, the railroad was their raison d'etre. Located adjacent to 
the passenger depot, railroad hotels were the airport hotels of their day. 
Because of the need to switch lines and scheduling differences, passengers often 
had to stay overnight. Thus the importance of a convenient hostelry of ample 
size was no small concern in a railroad town like Shreveport. This need in 
Shreveport was filled by the Jefferson, which apparently was regarded as the
railroad hotel because of its size, quality, and prime location directly across

[XlSee continuation sheet



9. Major Bibliographical References________________________________________
Sanborn Insurance Company Maps, Shreveport, 1885, 1890, 1896, 1899, 1903, 1904, 1909,

1935.
Historic photos of the Jefferson Hotel and Union Depot. Copies in Register file. 
Historical sketch of Shreveport railroads and the role of the Jefferson provided by

Paul C. Harwell, Red River Valley Railroad Historical Society, Inc. 
Commercial and Building Review, November 1922. Published by Shreveport Chamber of

Commerce.
Ruffin, Tom. "Early Railroading in the Ark-La-Tex." 

October 1977.
Railway History Monograph,

Previous documentation on file (NFS): N/A
I I preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)

has been requested
I I previously listed in the National Register 
I I previously determined eligible by the National Register 
HU designated a National Historic Landmark 
I I recorded by Historic American Buildings

Survey # __________________________ 
I I recorded by Historic American Engineering

Record #

[ZZJSee continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data: 
|X~| State historic preservation office 
I I Other State agency 
I I Federal agency 
I I Local government 
I I University 
EU Other 
Specify repository:

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property lesg *

UTM References
A IliSl Ul2iQl7iUiQl l?i5lQi6lRi2inl 

Zone Easting Northing

Cl i I I I . i i

Zone Easting

Dl i I I I i

Northing

I i I i I i i

I I See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
Please refer to enclosed survey plat map which shows the legal boundaries of the
property on which the hotel stands.

I I See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification
Boundary lines follow property lines.

I I See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By
name/title ___ 
organization __ 
street & number 
city or town __

National Register Staff
Division of Historic Preservation 
P. 0. Box 44247______________ 
Baton Rouge_________________

date Mav 1989
telephone
state Louisiana

(504) 342-8160
zip code 7Q8Q4
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the street from the Union Depot. As passengers streamed out the front doors, 
the Jefferson was just down the steps and across the street. At the time the 
hotel was built, Shreveport was one of the fastest growing cities in the United 
States and Union Depot was one of the busiest in the South. A November 1922 
article in a local publication heralded the construction of the Jefferson as 
follows: "Shreveport's transient population, especially 'shall rise up and call 
her blessed,' for in the building here of another mammoth up to date hotel, the 
traveling public will indeed be adequately cared for."

Sanborn maps show that hotels were concentrated in the downtown proper, two 
to four blocks north of Union Depot. There were never more than two or three 
close enough to Union Depot to be called railroad hotels. In 1903, there was a 
two story Ferris Hotel on the Jefferson site and the Hunter Hotel immediately to 
the left across the street. The 1935 map shows the Jefferson and a smaller Avis 
Hotel immediately to the right. None of these remain except for the Jefferson. 
The only other possibility is the Arlington, located a block to the north. While 
it may technically be a railroad hotel, it does not have a visual relationship 
with the Union Depot site. In short, one can tell that the Jefferson is a 
railroad hotel by its siting, whereas it is not evident with the Arlington.

While the Shreveport landscape was once replete with a plethora of rail- 
related buildings, as previously described, relatively little remains today. 
Only the 1920s Central Station and a c.1940 Texas & Pacific Depot remain to 
represent resources directly connected with railroading. While there were once 
about two dozen railroad warehouses, only about a half dozen are left. Finally, 
the Jefferson survives to illustrate the phenomenon of the railroad hotel. 
Because there is so little left from the once abundant resources directly 
associated with railroading, and because railroading was such a pivotal force in 
Shreveport's history , secondary buildings such as railroad hotels and warehouses 
are of considerable significance.

Note: The fifty year cutoff is being used as the end of the period of 
significance. The Union Depot continued to be a major passenger terminal into 
the 1940s and '50s and the Jefferson continued in its role as a railroad hotel.


