
F O R M A A R E A S U R V E Y 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretarj^ State House. Boston 

2, Photo (3x3" or 3x5'^ 
Staple to lef t side of f o r m 
Photo number 

Form numbers in this area Area no. | 

17C-179 i 

1. Town T m i n 1" o n 

Name of area (if any) 

Conp lgx 

1 9 1 ^ 3. General date or period 18GS 

4. Is area uniform (explain): ^ ' • 

ia style? Yes - G o t h i c R e v i v a l  

in condition? Yes - E x c e l l e n t 

in type of ownership? Yes - R e l i g imic ;  

i f i use? Yes - R e l i g i o u s . Educa t iongy l 

5. Map. Use space below to draw a general map of the area involved. Indicate any historic 
properties for which individual reports are completed on Forms B thru F, using corres­
ponding numbers. Show street names (including route numbers, i f any) and indicate north. 
Indicate with an "x" existing houses not inventoried on Form B» , . . 

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 
USGS Quadrant 

MHC Photo no. 

6. Recorded by 

Organization_ 

Date 

T t T T O 

•L . U • i i , O , 

1 0 / 1 6 / 7 0 

(over) 

T-2-75-R061465 



7. Historical data. Explain the historical/architectural importance of this area. - • ,' 

St,. Mary's Complex c o n s i s t s of a w e l l - d e f i n e d c l u s t e r of 
Gothic Revival s t y l e b u i l d i n g s of 19th and e a r l y 20th century 
c o n s t r u c t i o n — C h u r c h , Rectory, school and convent — l o c a t e d at 
tbe i n t e r s e c t i o n of Broadway and TVashington S t r e e t . I t r e p r e s e n t s . ' . 
the oldest C a t h o l i c Church i n the Taunton corarnunity and t l i e . : 
mother church of a l l other l o c a l C a t h o l i c congregations. 

By 1830, Taunton's p o p u l a t i o n of 6,405 already i n c l u d e d a . ... 
s i g n i f i c a n t number of I r i s h immigrants working i n l o c a l t e x t i l e . ,. . } 
and s i l v e r i n d u s t r i e s . I n the same year, 15 employees of the ' : 
"Taunton P r i n t Ivorks", who had celebrated Mass i n p r i v a t e homes, 
took up a s u b s c r i p t i o n f o r the c r e a t i o n of a C a t h o l i c church, and ,-
the establishment of a l o c a l Diocese. I n 1832, a small frame • * 
structure was built on the site of the present Rectory. The ' 
church, v/hich burned in 1856, was rebuilt on the same site, but soon ; 
abandoned for its inadequate proportions. Brooklyn architect, . . •< ''' 

y P s i t r l c l i C. Keeley v/as commissioned t o design a monumentally-scaled 
/ niasohry church, d e t a i l e d i n the M e d i e v i l i o t h i c S t y l e , at t h e 

coitner of Broadway and TJahington Sti-eex. The s t r u c t u r e , com­
p l e t e d i n 1868,marked the f i r s t of a s e r i e s of Gothic s t y l e 
b u i l d i n g s constructed as the r e l i g i o u s conmiunity grew. : ,., . , •-• ,:| 

In 1903, the present Rectory was b u i l t , i n ' t h e Flemish Gothic 
s t y l e by l o c a l c o n t r a c t o r , D.J. S u l l i v a n . The o l d St. Mary's 
Church, v/hich had stood on t h i s s i t e , was moved t o East Tauntop, 
where i t was renamed "St. Charles K a i l . " Subsequent c o n s t r u c t i o n 
included the Mansard-roofed Convent on V/ashington S t r e e t (1912) . / 
and the C o l l e g i a t e Gothic p a r o c h i a l school, designed by Boston 
a r c h i t e c t s , M a g i n n i s , Walsh and S u l l i v a n , (1907). 

St. Marys complex possesses i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, 
s e t t i n g , m a t e r i a l s , workmanship and h i s t o r i c a l a s s o c i a t i o n . The St ' 
Marys complex i s e c c l e s i a s t i c a l and derives primary s i g n i f i c a n c e f o r it=. 
orSaun^on'L' ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ f h i s t o r i c a l a s s o c i a t i o n i ? ? f ^ h e g?ow?h ^ 

e f s e S S a n v S f % ^ ? ; h 1^^^°^ comprised 
A anS i o J ^ h f i n ^ r ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ t ^ - The St. Marys Complex meets c r i t e r i a 
A and C of the Na t i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c Places. 

8. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc. . ' 

Slaydell Iiurphy, V " 
A l l i n the Family-, An In f o r m a l Sketch of St. Mary's P a r i s h , 

(Taunton, C.A. Hack & Sons, 195S) 

• Emery, H i s t o r y of Taunton, p. 264-66 .. ; " ;• •• 



INA^NTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM^SSIQN 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

CcHnniunity: Forra No: 

Property Name: -5;^: Htirijk (^/Q^ 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

9. H i s t o r i c a l S i g n i f i c a n c e ( c o n t . ) 

Boundaries were s e l ec t ed t o f o l l o w c u r r e n t p r o p e r t y l i n e s and i nc lude 
the f o u r major s t r u c t u r e s i n the comples. 

I n d i v i d u a l b u i l d i n g s i n the complex: T- * 

#176 S t . Mary ' s School 1907; Maginnis, Walsh & S u l l i v a n , a r c h i t e c t s 

#177 S t . Mary ' s Convent 1912 * 

#178 S t . Mary ' s Rectory 1903; D . J . S u l l i v a n , (cont rac tor ) . 

#179 S t . Mary ' s Church 1868; P a t r i c k C. Keeley, a r c h i t e c t 

Owner: Roman C a t h o l i c Bishop o f F a l l R ive r 
F a l l R i v e r , MA 

Acreage: Approximate ly 7; l a r g e assessor 's maps (2) 

UTMS: A 326260/4641420 / - ' 
B 326350/4641540 I' : •> - . 
C 326330/4641310 , i 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 



NPS Fonn lO-WO-a . f f t ' OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department off the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register off Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number Page / 

Multiple Resource Area dnr-11 
_ „ Thematic Group 

Name Taunton Mul t i p l e Resource Area 
State Bristol County. MASSACHUSETTS \ (^Scn^'-*'^ 

Nomination/Type of Review ' i ^ Date/Signatfire 

- srt) 1. Roseland Substantive Review , _ Keeper ' _ /<^jt <y-

: •>• • Attest 

2. Old Colony I ron Works-Nemasket -^^epev / " T j ^ d Z ^ ^ t x ^ ^ / ^ y ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 4 ^ / 
M i l l s Complex Entored 

ITatlmjO Attest 

3. Reed and Barton Complex ilxt&Tad i ; .l^y ^ ^^Teeper ^^?(Jtc/e^yu^1^^/^'^.s^^ ^ A ^ f ^ 

Attest 

4. 'St. Mary's Complex < .. 

Attest 

5. Whittenton M i l l s Complex Ejitsrsd In the "^^Weper / p ( t t - / * ^ ^ ^ - t ^ ' ^ ^ ( ^ ^ / ^ / ^ ^ 
National Hegister 

Attest 

6. Hopewell Mills District Kibsred in tlie /^J^eper lAsA^^ 
Matljoml Begister 

Attest 

7. Taunton Green Historic JvKeeper / ^ C - y ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ Y ^ V ^ / ^ 
D i s t r i c t ' . • t . , • 

. - i •. ' /; Attest 

8, Atwood, Charles R., House K.r.:^r3d in tV- *jp^^pev 

Attest 

Barnum School "j^QQpQV ^Q^fcZ^-'t-^-^V^^^c^^ yAsAhi/ 

Attest 

10. Bartlett, J. C . House . ^,,^^tantive Sevle, A WUJ^ 

^ Attest ^ 



WASO Form -177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

N A T I O N A L REGISTER O F HISTORIC PLACES 
E V A L U A T I O N / R E T U R N SHEET 

St. Mary's Complex (Taunton MRA) 
Briatol County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

• resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
CH owner objection 

• appeal ; ' 

Substantive Review: • sample • request 

vA, -̂ M MAY 2 I 1984 
Working No. ' Fed. Reg. Date: ^ • S~- f S ^ /  

•Date Due: ^ - 7 ^ 7 ^ ^ 
_ .o^KAction: _krXcCEPT . '7 - ^~ ' ^ j / 

Entered I n t M RETURN ' 

Hatlonal Begistea 
Federal Agency: 

CH appeal CH NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? CD yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CH good 

CHfair 

I I deteriorated 

CH ruins 

CH unexposed 

Check on* 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CH summary paragraph 
CH completeness ; ' 
CH clarity , , • 
CH alterations/integrity 1 . ' . . .-: ...i:. 
I I dates 
CH boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) k 

CH summary paragraph 
CH completeness 
CH clarity 
CH applicable criteria 
CH justification of areas checked 
CH relating significance to the resource 
CH context 
CH relationship of integrity to significance 
CH justification of exception 
CH other 

.L^-f.--!;i J:<̂ <̂ nt;KT) x afc_£OD •*;'.£ISi-

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

•. ''ik-
r; •••• . 

11. Form Prepared By 4̂  " ^ ; r ? 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 'T ' . • ' > ' 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date ^ 

-! 
' ^ L i ^ i ^ ^ W w '', . . . . 

•• :.T . ,-

f ... ^i,.;.^'. • ^̂ -i .••1 

13. Other 

CH Maps 
CH Photographs 
• other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed- Date Phone:. 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 

























-1 T p ^ j ^ n If 

Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000297 


