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The Ol d Castle occupies a high promontory andfaces Pigeon Cove across itslong |awn.
The shingled 2%story "saltbox" has a center chimey, an asphalt shingled roof and i s
two bays deep. Fenestration throughout i s 6/6.

A pronounced second story overhang andsinple box cornice, each set uponfenestration
lintels, accent thefive bay \jtde facade whi ch faces southeast towards the Atlantic
Ccean. The end bays arepaired andfranme the wider central bay. Qn theground floor
of this bayi sanoff-center entry. Qn theeastern endof thefacade i s a basenent
backhead.

The second story overhang continues for two bays ontheeast elevation. Thelean-toi s
a single bay deep. The west elevation has a single bay onal |l three levels. The

slope of thelean-to shed roof i sless than theoriginal roof creating thehouse's
uni que section. . ; . - < -. -

The O d Castle is believed t ohave been built about 1715. Chanfered framng, | ow
ceilings and bricks laid i nclay suggest the house represents holdovers of 17th
century buildingpractices. ,

The two room plan house was extensively restored i n 1929 under thedirectionof
Thormas Wl liams when i t was acquired by t hePigeon Cove Village |Inprovenent Society.
The restorationincluded renoving later interior partitions, laying newfloorsi n
sone roons, renmoving and patching plaster andreplacing wi ndow sashes.

The kitchen lean-to is believed tohave been built i n1792. A portion renoved earlier
was rebuilt i n1892. e . .. MMM s Y\
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The O d Castle i ssignificant foritsarchitectureandhistorical associations. The
house i shelieved to have been built after Jethro Wieel er purchased t heproperty from
Joshua Norwood i n 1712, Si xsuccessive generations of \Weelers occupied the house.
The farm was subdivided i n 1810 but Weel ers owned partial interest i nthehouse until
1893 when it was purchased by Henry L. Story, a promnent Rockport resident. N

Ms. Abbie F. Story was t hefounder of thePigeon Cove Village |nprovement Societyi n
1889. 1 n19:79, after thedeath of their parents, theStory children present edthe house
to the Society.

The house has alvrays stood apait as a promnent |andmark, particularly from t he seaward
side. Itsnane i sderived from it sappearance tosailors rounding thetipof Cape Ann.

The house i snow maintained by theVillage |nprovenent Society as a meeting place and
as a nuseumopen tothepublic during the summer nonths.

The Intent of the 1929 restoration 'jas not torestore thehouse toany particular
period but torepresent various phases of i tsbuilding history.
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PAUL Guzzr

March 1, 1978

M. Charles Herrington, Registrar

Registration Branch

Office of Archeology and Historic
Preservation

National Park Service

Washi ngton, DC 20240

Dear Charles:
Encl osed please find 3 National Register nom nation forns:

1. Natick, Jenison House
2. Rockport, The O d Castle
3. Salem Chestnut Street Addition

Al'l of t heabove have been voted eligible by theState Review
Board and signed by theState Historic Preservation Officer,
El i zabeth Reed Anadon.

Sincecely yours,

Patricia L. Wesl owski
Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

PLW ed
enc.
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Boston, Massachusetts 02108
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