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1. Name of Property
historic name Brown-Davis-Frost Farm

other names/site number N/A

2. Location

street & number 17 Whitney Street N/A not for publication
city or town Holden (Jefferson) __N/A Vvicinity
state Massachusetts code MA  county Worcester code 027 zip code 01522

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this nomination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
Ernests ¢ does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

e nationally < statewide “locally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

sUprature of certifying official Tile  Judiw B. M&bonough, Executive Director
assachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

state or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property « meets ¢« does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. NaKonal Parte Service Certification
I, hereby certify that this property is; iture of the Date of Action
| entered in the National Register 7
» See continuation sheet. ﬂ\ \V / f
* determined eligible for the
National Register Ent .ar ca
» See continuation sheet. National Ee
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
National Register
« other (explain);



Brown-Davis-Frost Farm
Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

X private X building(s)

__ public-local _ district

__ public-State _ site

_ public-Federal _ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling
AGRICULTURE: agricultural outbuilding

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Georgian

Narrative Description

Worcester Countv, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do notinclude previously listed resources in the count]

Contributing Noncontributing
4 1 buildings
sites
2 structures
objects
6 1 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling
AGRICULTURE: agricultural outbuilding, animal facility

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation granite
walls  brick

synthetic
roof asphalt

other

(Descrit>e the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)



Brown-Davis-Frost Farm
Name of Property

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a hirthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Worcester County. MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
AGRICULTURE

Period of Significance
Late 18th c. -1945

Significant Dates

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A
Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder

Unknown

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been reguested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

Primary location of additional data:
X State Historic Preservation Office

_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency

_ Local government
_ University

_ Other
Name of repository:

# Massachusetts Historical Commission
_ recorded by Historic American Engineering Charles & Barbara Horsfali, Owners
Record #



Brown-Davis-Frost Farm Worcester Countv, MA
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property 50 acres

UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 19 262380 4694860 3. 19 261890 4695470
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2. 19 262040 4694920 4. 19 262320 4695540
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

Lisa Mausolf, Preservation Consultant, for the Holden Historical Commission
name/title with Betsy Friedberg, National Register Director, MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date July 1995
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone (617) 727-8470
city or town Boston state MA zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)
name Charles and Barbara Horsfali

street & number 17 Whitney Street telephone (508) 829-2666

city or town Holden (Jefferson) state MA zip code 01522

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This Information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response Including the time for
reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the fomn. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or
any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the
Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.



NPSPom
(Ma)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Br O\Nn'ln.?\/is PR AR Bark service
AT NVITTA omen

Section pplbes prion P99

The Brown-DavisFrost property in rural Holden, Massachusetts consists of five buildings and
two gructures, all of which, with the exception of the garagelkennd  building, are contributing
to the architectural and historical significance of the property. The focal point of the complex
isthe 2 12 sory sde gable brick main house dating to the late 18th century. Other buildings
include a c.1940 bam replacing an earlier sructure, a workshop thought to date from the early
20th century and converted to a workshop about 1940, a former ¢1940 garage converted to a
kenne about 1990, a hegpp shed and awell dructure. Pat of the onewdl sysem separating
the main house from surrounding pagiure and woodlands is intact. The buildings retain much
of their architectural and historical integrity and are condstent with the evolutionary
devdopment of the farm. The Brown-Davis-Frost property is representative of deveopment
over a period of over two hundred years beginning with the initial period of congtructionin
the late 18th century and extending into the early-mid 20th century. The related outbuildings
and gructures date from the early to mid twentieth century and are reflective of the use ad
function of the property.

The main houseisa2 12 gory dde gable structure measuring 5x 2 bays and resting on a
granite foundation. Three exterior walls are condructed of brick laid in a sretcher bond
dternating seven ocourses of dretchersto a sngle row of heeder brick. The rear wall,
sheathed in wood shingles until 1990, is now covered with foil-faced insulation. The gable
roof is sheathed in asphdt shingles and punctuated by four interior brick chimneys placed
near the outer edges of the two dopes. The gable ends digplay dose eaves with shalow
cornice returns.  The smple offcenter entrance contains a modem glass and metal door which
datesto 1990, replacing a glass and pand door which was dso not origina. Mogt of the
windows contain 6/9 saeh, with severd 6/6 windows on the reer devation of the main block.
A sngle story shingled ell displaying dose eaves and resting on a sone foundation extends
behind the main block, ending in a single sory greenhouse addition on a mortared fieldstone
bes=

To the north of the house is a Sngle story structure now serving as a kennd building,
remodelled from an existing ¢.1940 three car garage in 1990. The west dde of the building is
sheathed in dagpboards with a sngle modem garage door and caseament windows. The
remaining eevations are covered in agphdt siding.

To the west of the keimd isa 1940 1 12 story bam sheathed in asphdt siding and resting

on a concrete foundation. A hip-roofed square ventilator with a flushboard bese ad
rectangular louvered openings is centered on the agphdt gable roof which displays exposed

(continued)
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rafters. Fenedration includes 3x 2 light hinged windows, 6/6 sseh and diding double doors
on the broad, eest Sde.

North of the barn is a Sngle gory agphdt shesthed sructure resting on a concrete foundation.
Formerly serving as a chicken coop, the smcture was later used as a workshop by Arthur
Horsfali. The agphdt roof displays exposed rafters while two birdhouse cupolas punctuate the
ridge. Sdsof 3x 2 windows light the structure. A dilgpidated agphdt covered shed, now
open to the dements, abuts the north end of the building.

Wes of the end of the ell isac. 1940 sone wishing well caoped by an agphdt gable roof
supported by plain wooden posts. A framerun-in shegp shed is located down the hill to the
south of the main house. 1t is thought to date to the early 20th century.

The surrounding landscgpe with stonewdls and lack of eaboration is integra to the complex
and retains its historic functional context. The Brown-Davis-Frost House is Stuated on a
parcd measuring 50 acres. According to local tax records 325 aores of the 50 acre parcd ae
forested, 6.9 aores conds of padure, 6.6 acres are devoted to forage/crops and 2.1 acres ae
marshland.

(end)

8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Brown-Davis-Frost Farm is notable as one of the two earliest extant brick domestic
buildings in Holden and as an intact example of an edtablished farmstead. The use of brick &
a building materia in the Colonial Period in this area of Massachusetts gopearsto be fairly
rare. Itisreflectiveof alae 18th to early 19th century dwelling which is intact displaying
digtinctive characterigtics of the type and method of construction. The property retains
architectural and historical integrity and is significant for the period begirming in the late 18th
century when the dwelling was condructed to 1945, the fifty-year National Regider cut-off.
The property retains integrity of location, setting, design, association, materias, workmanship,
and feeling. The Brown-Davis-Frost House mests CriteriaA and C of the National Regigster
of Historic Faces and is significant a the loca leve.

The Brown-Davis-Frost Farm, dong with the nearby Willard-Fisk property a 123 Whitney
Stredt, ae the largest and mog subgtantial surviving examples of early brick domedtic
architecture in Holden. Because of their vernacular style, these buildings are difficult to date

(continued)
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visualy. Although the generd form of these two-and-a-hadf dory, five-bay, center entry brick
housss can be called Georgian, both are lacking any of the Classcad omamentation that
typically disinguishes the style. Both houses are notable for their use of brick which was rare
in the Colonial period in Centrd Massachusetts and their interior end chimneys gopear to be
early examples of double chinmeys in Centrd Massachusetts The two smctures are the
earlies known brick s¢mctures in Holden. Later brick smctures, congmcted during the
Federd period when brick became more common, include the Lemued Davis House (1797) a
1204 Main Street, a multi-family house a 184 High Strest (¢.1820) and severd dtered
dmctures including the John Jefferson House (€.1800) a 1242-44 Main Street and the Drury
House (1828-1832) on Brattle Street. The section of Holden which hed the largest
concentration of brick buildings during the early 19th century was High Strest in Jefferson,
known as "Brick City" during the time due to the number of brick buildings found there.

The exact date of congtruction of this house is not known. It is commonly thought that this
house was condructed in the third quarter of the 18th century, possbly as early as 1763 by
Isaiah Brown (1745-?) athough, as shdl be discussed, other evidence suggedsthat it could
have been built as late as 1795 by Ethan Davis.

Isaiah Brown's father, Timothy, died in 1763 when Isaiah was eghteen yearsold. Anealy
resdent of Holden, Timothy Brown is listed among the signers on the bill for the
incorporation of Holden in 1740 and dso gopears as a property owner on the earliest known
tax list, dated 1743. Inhiswill, Timothy left his ddest son, Isaiah, many household items
and seventy-five acres of land. Isaiah Brown grew up on what is now Princeton Street cdlose
to where he later built a home of his own. In 1770 Isaiah married Phebe How of Princeton.
Their only child, Dorothy, was bora in Holden in 1773. In 1775 Phebe died a the age of
twenty-five. Isaah soon remarried, to Abigail, and together they had severd children
including Thomas (b.I776), Phebe (b. 1778), Nabby (b. 1780), Sdla (b. 1782) and Polly (b.
1784). Brown saved as a first lieutenant in Col. Doolittle's Regiment of militia which
marched on April 19. 1775 on the Lexingtondarm. In 1799 Isaah Brown sold one himdred
and twenty acres of land on both ddes of the county road leading from Shrewsbury to
Rutland "with buildings thereon” to James and Ethan Davis for $1,373.33 (Book 135, Pge
560).

Ethan Davis, Senior (1766-1837) or Squire Ethan, as he was known, was the youngest son of
Capt. James Davis and gpparently lived on the property for deven years. A prominent
citizen, Ethan Davis sarved as sdectman for thirteen consecutive years, assessor three years,
town treesurer for twenty-one years and date legidator for three years. Ethan married Sarah
Hubbard in 1792 and had ten children, the ninth of which was bora in 1810, the year in

(continued)
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which Ethan Davis sold the property to Dana Frod.

Like his father, Ethan Davis was an extensve land owner, bora with a propendty for trading
in red edate. Among the other transactions Ethan Davis was involved in, is a purchese of
what gppearsto be adjoining land from Lemud Fisk, owner of the brick house a 123
Whitney Street to the north. It isinteresting to note that in 1795 Ethan Davis purchased 37
acres of land from Fisk a& a cogt of 78 pounds (Book 259, Page 510). The deed is initially
curious inthat it was not witnessed until 1811 and was not recorded imtil 1828. 1n addition,
the bounds of the 1799 deed refer to adjoining land dready owned by Ethan and James Davis.
Lastly, a separate, later desd for the property a 123 Whitney Street, raises the question of
whether this 37 acre parcel was not the original ste for the brick house as it is mentions “land
s0ld by the grantor (Lemud Fisk) to Ethan Davis Esquire and snce known as the Dana Frost
land" (Book 460, Page 315-7). This could suggest that the 1799 Brown desd and reference to
Brown's house refers to an earlier, preexisting sructure which is no longer extant and thet it
was Daviswho initially erected the brick building on the ste while amassing additiond
acreege. It is further interesting to note that after selling 17 Whitney Street in 1810, Ethan
Davis owned (and perhaps had erected) a2 12 gory brick house with five bay facade a the
comer of Main Street and Mount Fleasant Avenue. The building was later converted into a
aummer hotel, the Mount PFleesant House by James Prendergest but was destroyed by fire in
the 1950s

In 1810, Dana Frost bought 135 acres of land, with the buildings thereon, from his brother-in-
law, Ethan Davis, for the sum of $2,500. In 1803 Dana Frost hed married Molly Davis, the
daughter of Captain James Davisand sser of Ethan Davis.

When Dana Frost conveyed the property to David Holbrook in 1833 for $3,400 as well asin
1840 when Asa Holbrook sold to Lemud Fisk for $3,300, the land continued to conss of the
same 135 acres on both sdes of the road (Book 296, Pege 338; Book 361, Pege 402-3). The
Fisk family owned the brick house up the road a 123 Whitney Street from 1775 to just after
Lemud Fisk's desth in 1852.

By the time that Moses Whedock, Eimice Whedock and Eliza Fisk had sold the property to
Boylston Vinton for $1,253 in 1850, the total acreege had been decressed to about 60 acres
and the property conssted of only the land on the west sde of the road, known as the "Frost
Farm™ (Book 464, Page 36).

(continued)
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The 1850 Agricultural Cenaus indicates that inthat year Vinton'sfarm conssted of 50 acres
of improved land and 10 acres of unimproved land and was vaued a $1,250. The rather
modest operation included 4 milk cows, 4 swine and raised Indian com, oats, and Irish
potatoes with a limited amount of orchard production. Vinton owned the property for alittle
over ayear, before purchasing the Lemud Fisk farm up the road in 1852. The property was
transferred two additional times in the 1850s before being sold to Dolly Howard in 1859
(Book 607, Page 369). Dolly was married to Horace Howard. She died in 1862, not yet
forty nine years old, and the property was sold by the adminigtrator of her estate, Horace
Howard to George Goddard in 1863 for $1,708 (Book 662, Page 152). The sde included a
mortgage note for $900 held by Martha A. Wilson againg the estate of Dolly Howard which
was to be paid from the discharges  The same year Horace Howard remarried, to Martha A.
Wilson, and purchesad the property back from George Goddard for $1,308 (Book 662, Page
154).

Horace Howard and his bride continued to live on the farmuntil 1872 when the property was
s0ld to James Cormell (Book 868, Page 256). The following year the property was sold to
Matthew Lee who purchesed the farm for $1,650 and continued to live here for nineteen
years. During the subssguent ownership of James Holden, who owned the property from
1892 to 1919, the final change was meade to the farm's acreege. 1n 1914, James Holden
conveyed a portion of the northeast comer of the property to Stephan Bergin, resulting inthe
fifty acreswhich remains today (Book 2051, Pege 112).

The farmwent through a successon of Sx owners from 1919 to 1938 when Arthur Horsfali
acquired the property. During the latter portion of this period the house gpparently fell into
condderable disrepair. The present owner, Charles Horsfali, son of Arthur, hes dated that the
property served as a roadhouse during the Depresson with liquor sored underground in the
bam. During an especidly raucous Chrigmas one year, a workhorse is said to havefallen
through the floor.

From 1938, when Arthur Horsfali purchased the property, until about 1943, the property
underwent a number of changes as the Horsfallsbegan to reverse consderable dameage,
disrepair and deferred improvements. Charles Horsfali recdls there being two to four
workmen on the site during much of this period. Inside, work included the introduction of
plumbing, electricity and heet, exposng chestnut beams replastering, and repairs to the
woodwork. Much of this latter work was completed by severd Finnish woodcarvers, the
Lahti brothers who worked for Richmond T. Hamiltonin Princeton. Outsde, improvements
included construction of a new bam, gpproximately on the dte of an earlier bam, constmction
of athree car garage (converted into the present kennel building in 1991) and shegp shed.

(continued)
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During Arthur Horsfali's ownership, a chicken coop was dso converted into aworkshop
where he éectrified old lamps. For some time the property was known as "Lantem House
Farm™". An additiona chicken coop near the ste of the garagelkennd is no longer extant.
The greenhouse addition on the rear of the ell was dso added during the Horsfalls
ownership, dthough Charles Horsfali indicates this might have been congtmcted after 1943.
The nearby sone well was dso congructed by the masons George Venditti and Son of
Lecaeger, a about the sametime (Interview Charles Horsfali, 1994).

The land surroimding the house has been in agricultural use for much if not all of its history.
Mr. Horsfali believes that thisisthe oldest continualy working farm in Holden, athoughthis
could not be confirmed. The U.S. Cansus Agricultural Schedules indicate that the property
was operating as afarm in 1850, 1860, 1870 and 1830. It continued to contain sixty acres
during this period and can be characterized as a modest agricultural operation raising milk
cows, whest, Indian corn, potatoes and hay, as well as samdl amounts of honey in 1860 and
poultry in 1880.

According to Mr. Horsfali two previous owners raised cabbages and onions on the hillside,
while baby chicks were raised in the attic of the house before the Horsfalls bought the
property. Arthur Horsfali had a number of cows and sold milk to the Fair Brothers Dairy in

Worcester while Charles Horsfali maintained both dairy and beef cows until recently. The
Horsfalls presently have sixteen shegp, ahorse and pig, in addition to the dog kermds.

(end)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The nominated property occupies Map 71, Lot 2 in the loca tax assessors records (see
endosed copies of tax maps).

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

The boundary of the nominated property is drawn to include that acreege which survivesfrom
the origina parca and which is €ligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places

(end)
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C.1940 (1990 alt.) NC
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C. 1940 C

late 18th-19th c. C
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

November 2, 1995

Ms. Caral Shull NO/ 7 195
National Regiger of Historic Flaces

Department of the Interior INTERAGENCY RESOURCES DIVISION
Nationa Park Service NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

P. 0. Box 37127

Washington, D. C.  20013-7127

Deax Ms. Shull,
Enclosed pleese find the following nomination form:

Brown-Davis-Frost Farm, 17 Whitney Street, Holden (Worcester County),
Massachusits 01522

The nomination has been voted dligible by the State Review Board and hes been sgned by

the State Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property within the district were
notified of pending State Review Board consderation 30 to 75 days before, the meeting and
were afforded the opportunity to comment.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regider Director
Massachusdtts Historical Commission

cc. Susan Ceccacci, Chairperson, Holden Historical Commission
Robert V. Johnson, Chairperson, Holden Board of Sdectmen
Chales and Barbara Horsfali, 17 Whitney Stret, Holden
Janet Baker, Head Librarian, Holden Public Library
Lisa Mausolf, Preservation Consultant

Enclosure
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