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SITE «82-10_in- 11-W325 MAP tt.

HIST. DIST.

NAME Bethel Methadi&t Episcopal Church (ft] C •

325 W. llth Street

LEGAL DES. Mclntosh f s 2nd Add. A 6
SUB-DIVISION' BLOCK PARCEL SUB-PARCEL

UTM I l^ 1710.210.5,0114^ JO.OI 3.0,01 ACRE AGE-^
EASTIN6 NORTHINO

Bethel A.M.E. ChurchOWNER.

TITLE H..
(IF OIFFJ

DESCRIPTION ^ ^ ;

FORM Rect » plan on high basement, hipped roof w/gabled dormer 

MATERIALS Concrete, half timber w/stucco_______ 9TYLE 
FENESTRATION Tall round-arched windows w/4 lights of stained glass

CONST. 
DATE.

1909 -

DIST. FEATURES Windows, half timberwork, bracketted balcony over North entrance

ALTERATIONS ______ 

SITE 8 RELATED STR. early 20th century residential area
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oSTATEMENT ; '•^'•-•^-£\'''$^ '• ••"^«?fe^™^^^W.f ;^ 

The Bethel A.M.E. Church represents an unusual adaptation of the craftsman^style^U 
to a religious structure. Appropriately for a denomination that stresses."^.|^?4^:-":.'<;••' 
simplicity and avoidance of ceremony and symbolism, the building has a 
rather than ecclesiastical character*;; .Perhaps the only concessions" to'*Jraiditl_onal5 
religious architecture are the stained 
arches rather than simple rectilinear
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building focuses attention on the African Methodist Episcopal Church,"an/v^ 

ganization that served as a focal point in the black community after the Ci 
ar and into the 20th century. Its location in the turn-of-the-century black 

neighborhood heightens its significance.. ; /
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DESCRIPTION

The Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church was built in 1909 to house the - : ~r - 
A.M.E. congregation which had formerly located on West 4th Street. The 
congregation was established in 1875 to provide a- separate worship facility for ̂  ft 
Methodists of the black cor^.unity. The church, one of several black congregations 
established after the Civil War, maintained a small membership. After the new 
Bethel Church was erected in 1909, the membership numbered "50 souls." William ' 
W. Williams was pastor at the time and resided in the church parsonage next door.' ,-4..

SOURCES . . . , ~- : - - • ,,-•.;.;;;;;••-.. . . /f , ,: .- •<••*'.z-: -: ;.
Downer, Harry E., History of Davenport and Scott County, Iowa, Vol. I, Chicago: ;;;-.- : K 

S. J. Clark Publishing Co., 1910, p. 616. - • -- ; ^,::v, /,,_;.>,-^:- "Vv
City Directories, 1878, 1908, 1909.
"Index of Clausen & Clausen Jobs, 

Associates, Davenport. . ;."V.. .'

ARCHITECTURALHISTORIAN: Martha Bowers I HISTORIAN: MARLYS SVENDSEN - ROESLER SURVEY

tto
"<**-"o 

so 
-<

-.'». v :r ,,.

*.'*-• ; 
^ £«£*£- -1

• .X-j, f. •«; '

EVALUATION

ARCHITECTURAL
I ARCH gVALUATIDM

Good ••'•••

II.ENVIR. STATUS ff ' Incident^-' * "^
ll(. INT. OF CONTEXT^!—
IV. INT OF FABRIC . Good"*'\

LEVEL OF
D NAT. D STATE

HISTORICAL :-

I. THEME(S) Of JSIGNIFJ'CANc'E^^^l^r^
A PRIM A QV " '- " ~~'" i --^'-> ' *t tT*'-^^%^T- r.
A. PRIMARY

:.• r: ~^?"i;^^uZ'''^r^™ ̂

CJ'?'NOT ELieSlBLt O •" «
; ; .. f< -..,*.**• ;-l

HISTORIC "DISTRICT 'CLASSIFICATION

FOR DIVISION OF: HISTORIC PRESERVATION USE

• DATE RECEIVED

2. DATE. : OF^ r STAFF ; ^AjLU^'o^^'^'f^- ^^^^.^^'^l^Ah^^

^r^^&!^i^^^^^^'Rc'w1r€*c7uR'A^^i^^
d. l^.-*^.-&$fei^it&£&^ 
T, _ELIGIBLE<>ORj;N.R.H.P,fJB

NOT ELIGIBLE FOR

t^
ACTIO

B FEDERAL•- -.-.«. V'-'^-'-S;^*'^^-^
•^..ft^v*?^^ 
.,4 D.H.P.J^ SOURCES.^-'

•^ ^ ^vr^y^y^ ̂ ^^yy^g^^^^
• ••-;-:-iv-"^/: ;-^-;V%r^^^^

__• -^
vj D COUNT*. RESOURCES£•'>_,-vV-v i,-;*j-.;r*^r-it;ffiA*S 
/> P .SHIELO SURV


