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SITE «82-10_in- 11-W325 MAP tt.

HIST. DIST.

NAME Bethel Methadi&t Episcopal Church (ft] C •

325 W. llth Street

LEGAL DES. Mclntosh f s 2nd Add. A 6
SUB-DIVISION' BLOCK PARCEL SUB-PARCEL

UTM I l^ 1710.210.5,0114^ JO.OI 3.0,01 ACRE AGE-^
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Bethel A.M.E. ChurchOWNER.

TITLE H..
(IF OIFFJ

DESCRIPTION ^ ^ ;

FORM Rect » plan on high basement, hipped roof w/gabled dormer 

MATERIALS Concrete, half timber w/stucco_______ 9TYLE 
FENESTRATION Tall round-arched windows w/4 lights of stained glass

CONST. 
DATE.

1909 -

DIST. FEATURES Windows, half timberwork, bracketted balcony over North entrance

ALTERATIONS ______ 

SITE 8 RELATED STR. early 20th century residential area
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oSTATEMENT ; '•^'•-•^-£\'''$^ '• ••"^«?fe^™^^^W.f ;^ 

The Bethel A.M.E. Church represents an unusual adaptation of the craftsman^style^U 
to a religious structure. Appropriately for a denomination that stresses."^.|^?4^:-":.'<;••' 
simplicity and avoidance of ceremony and symbolism, the building has a 
rather than ecclesiastical character*;; .Perhaps the only concessions" to'*Jraiditl_onal5 
religious architecture are the stained 
arches rather than simple rectilinear
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building focuses attention on the African Methodist Episcopal Church,"an/v^ 

ganization that served as a focal point in the black community after the Ci 
ar and into the 20th century. Its location in the turn-of-the-century black 

neighborhood heightens its significance.. ; /
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DESCRIPTION

The Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church was built in 1909 to house the - : ~r - 
A.M.E. congregation which had formerly located on West 4th Street. The 
congregation was established in 1875 to provide a- separate worship facility for ̂  ft 
Methodists of the black cor^.unity. The church, one of several black congregations 
established after the Civil War, maintained a small membership. After the new 
Bethel Church was erected in 1909, the membership numbered "50 souls." William ' 
W. Williams was pastor at the time and resided in the church parsonage next door.' ,-4..
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