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Located in Putnam County approximately seven and one fourth miles northeast 
of Eatonton, Georgia, following Georgia Highway 44, Gatewood House can be described 
as a plain style house built c. 1805-1812. It is surrounded by acres of pasture 
and forest land and is situated near Lick Creek. Basically it is a two story, 
beaded weatherboarded structure with an attic and pitched roof. The house supports 
three chimneys and two raised shed porches.

The main section of the house having a three bayed front, off-centered shed 
porch, attic and on its north and south elevations, two brick chimneys, seems to 
have been the original plan. However, the eastern end of the house is composed 
of a smaller, square-framed structure only two floors high which supports a smaller 
chimney on its eastern side. A shed porch on the southern elevation spans these 
larger and smaller sections, tying them together. Both distinct components were 
built probably at the same time, with the eastern section being an apparent after­ 
thought perhaps as a result of the need for more space.

The western elevation of the house shows the apparent main entrance. Three 
windows are set asymmetrically across the stark, clapboard facade of the second 
floor. Below them a small raised porch standing to the far left side, supported 
with posts, serves as the only interruption in the unornamented entrance. Here two 
separate doors lead into the kitchen and a drawing room respectively.

On the southern facade two smaller windows, located above the second floor 
and flanking the upper portion of the chimney, denote the attic space. On this 
south side a small shed porch (as mentioned above) bridges the two sections of the 
house where an entrance with a single, sidelighted door leads into a hallway. 
The northern facade is built exactly the same with windows of the second floor 
placed symmetrically over the windows or doors of the first floor creating balanced 
proportions.

Though simple in style, Gatewood 's exterior supports two chimneys of extremely 
unique design, with a delicate diamond patterned bonding used in the brickwork 
for the chimneys. This bonding has been found to appear in very few houses in 
Georgia, one other house being only a few miles from Gatewood.

The interior of the house is composed of a first floor with four large rooms 
(a parlor, drawing room, kitchen, and sitting room) and a hall, a second floor 
containing four bedrooms and hall, and a small attic. Two stairways, one in the 
first floor entrance hall, and another in the drawing room, lead to the second 
floor. The floors are of wide pine boards and most of the rooms have wainscotting. 
In the first floor kitchen and living room, corner cabinets built into the wall 
are solid mahogony. Perhaps the most outstanding interior features of house are 
its mantels. There are six altogether, four of which are shown in the photographs. 
Photographs enclosed show the delicate reeding and molding in the Adam style found 
in the mantel of the drawing room. This elegant style is carried over with some 
modifications in the kitchen mantel. Upstairs the mantels are much simpler and 
heavier, but like the others, have a refinement of unusual quality not often found
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in early pioneer homes in Georgia. This simple elegance of Gatewood is 
carried not only in its mantels, walls, and floors, but also in its heavy 
oak-grained doors. One bedroom door still retains their large, ornate 
character. The Gatewood house remains in its original state with no 
alterations since its building over 150 years ago. It has in the past 
ten years fallen into a bad state of repair, but its recent purchase 
is the beginning of its restoration process.
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Set in a woodland area of Putnam County, Gatewood House is a dwelling 
of unusual architectureal qualities. Its significance liej^in its refined, 
yet simple construction and because it was built c. 1805-1812, its elegance 
makes it all the more important. Its history is a colorful and romantic 
one. Many men have owned the house, and yet it remains original in every aspect; 
unaltered since its erection over 150 years ago.

In the land lottery of 1805, a man named John Keating of Warren County 
drew land lot number 300. The lot consisted of 202-1/2 acres "more or less" 
and lay in the very fertile land of Middle Georgia. It also contained part of 
Lick Creek and was therefore well-suited for a plantation home. Mr. Keating 
built Gatewood House and lived there until 1812. Nothing more is known about 
him, but it can be inferred that Mr. Keating must have been very prosperous 
to have built such finery in an area miles away from any town, in a wilderness 
known, up until 1805, only by traders and the Creek Indians. In 1812 Mr. 
Keating sold his 202-1/2 acres to Mr. James O fNeal for $1200.00. Mr. O'Neal 
evidently succeeded in making the land and house a thriving cotton plantation 
for in 1818 he sold the lot and house to Mr. Z. Weddington for $1900.00. Mr. 
Weddington sold the land in 1820 to Mr. William Walker at a loss for $1400.00. 
At this point deed records are obscure. Mr. Walker sold the land, but it is 
not clear to whom he sold it. But by 1839 a Mr. James Jackson had owned it and 
had sold the 202-1/2 acres and house to Mrs. Francis M. Gatewood, for $1200.00. 
It is for the Gatewood family that the house was named. The land, house, and 
their family cemetery remained in the Gatewood family until the 1920 f s when the 
United States government bought it along with many other acres in that area. 
In the 1930 f s Mr. H. Grady West bought 163 acres of this land lot number 300 
(including the house) from the government. He has owned it since that time 
until recently when he sold the house to Mr. and Mrs. John Copeland of Eatonton, 
Georgia.

The Gatewoods, however, were the best known family that ever lived in the 
large house. They were a very wealthy people and owned town lots in Eatonton 
as well as hundreds of acres of land all over the northeast section of Putnam 
County. Richard Gatewood, born in 1773 at Caswell County, North Carolina, and 
his wife, Francis Markham Gatewood, born in 1781 at Dinwiddie County, Virginia, 
moved to Putnam County in 1809. They first lived somewhere in the far north­ 
eastern part of Putnam County; most likely on the Oconee River (according to 
deed records). There were many Gatewood children, but perhaps the most well-
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Beginning at a point 660 feet from Highway 44 on the dead end road leading 
to Gatewood House; boundaries are as follows: continue in a northeast direction 
parallel to Highway 44 for 1980 feet; turn due east 990 feet; due south 2,640 feet; 
due west 2,640 feet; and terminating at a point 1,320 feet due north. These 
boundaries are set to include immediate area of original plantation and family cemetery 
plots.
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known was Mary Ann E. Gatewood. According to oral tradition, William H. 
Seward fell in love with Mary Gatewood and courted her during the time he 
stayed at the nearby home of Colonel Rowan Ward and taught at Union Academy. 
Seward ran away from Union College in New York at the age of seventeen and 
came to Putnam County, Georgia. Here he was hired to teach at the Union 
Academy which was located near Turnwold Plantation (home of Joel Chandler 
Harris). Mary's family did not approve of William Seward because he was 
a school teacher and a "Yankee", so he returned to New York without her; 
later becoming secretary of state under President Lincoln. Years later 
an unsent love letter was found by Joel Chandler Harris (creator of the 
Uncle Remus stories) when he was playing with some friends in the attic 
of the Ward House. The letter was addressed to Mary Gatewood from William 
Seward and was written long before the War Between the States. Unfortunately 
Mrs. Sarah Holt Ward gave the letter to Joel Chandler Harris years after­ 
wards when he became a famous author, and it was lost among his many papers.

Today Gatewood House, standing strongly through war, and remaining 
stately in appearance, is an extremely important monument to Georgia and 
the nation. It not only is representative of the history of the early 
southern plantation owner, but is situated near the historical Turnwold 
Plantation where Joel Chandler Harris lived and wrote his famous stories. 
Architecturally Gatewood House is one of refined yet simple propriety, chaste 
in its appearance, and cultured in embellishments.




