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ARCH TECTURN. 9 GN A GANCE  (Descri be inportant architectural features and
eval uate i nterns of other buildings within the conmunity.)

I nterconnected since 1927, this five story block began as three separate buildings,

a fact still obvious fron their exterior appearances. The southernmost section

(3 bays? I s the nost el aborate, including delicate Adanseque motifs onpiers and ,
spandrels. Thecentral section (6 bays) i snore austere, distinguished by a Panel
Brick com ce and central oriel at the second and third stories. The northernost
section (two bays) isthe [atest i ndate and|east prepossessing i ndesign; it has

a bracheted com ce and quoined comers, resulting froma 1927 renodeling.

H STGR CAL STGN FTGANOH  (Explain the role owners played i nlocal or state '
history and howthe building relates to the devel opnent of the community.)

I nterconnected since 1927, the O nsted/ H xon/ Al bion Bl ock possesses integrity of

| ocation, design, setting, materialsand worknmanship. It issignificant as

a major block on Main Street and as anexcellent representative of downtown

Springfield s long history of buildings and rebuilding. Wth parts dating from

1862 to 1927 its historﬁ directly coincidedwith Springfield s najor period of ,
significance. TheBl ock thus neets criteria A8 Cof the National Register of

Hi storic Pl aces.

John O nstedtliad the bl ock at 1645-1649 Main Street built as a corabinaticai office and
warehouse. It was originally |eased by the Bay State Padper GJnﬁan%/. During 1895
Ansted conpletely renodel ed the facade. This corresponded with the nove of the Spring-
field Board of Trade to this building. Their object Vis to have entire new busi nesses
locate i nSpringfield and pronote the ones that were al ready here.

John O nsted vas me of Springfield s |eading businessnen in the late 19th century.'
He noved to Springfieldin 1860 and becane involved in the cotton waste and . paper
stock business. B.wes one of the original stockholders of the Springfield Street
Rai | way Gonpany and was president for over 25 years. |t wasduring his admnistration
that service was extended to cover much of the expanding city. [Infact, the street
railway wvas aprine cause of this expansion. He was al so president of the First
National Bank, afounder anddirector of the Board of Trade and vice president of the
BLI G3APHY aM/or REFERENES (nane of publication, author, date and publisher)

Springfield Daily Republican February 8, 1982, p.6

Springfield Daily Republican April 27, 1892, p.68§ 9
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City Library Association. Hewsas particularly instrumental in the fund raising for
the GWSATrt Musum.  His public service included six terms on the City Council and
serving as chairman of the City's first Park Conmission.

Section B.

The block at 1653-1655 Main Street was erected i n 1862 for John H xon, whowas a
manufacturer and whol esal er of boots and shoes. Soon afterwards he was joi ned by
WlliamBime. Birnie had a good nunber of business interests and after Hxon's
death used the block for his Bim e Paper . , which manufactured paper, envel opes,
and papeteries. In 1892 afire alnost destroyed the block, but rebuilding began
imediately. The plans for the five story block were drawn by Jason Perkins, and
featured 19 foot w de bay w ndows onthe second and third floors. The block was
used primarily as anoffice buildin?, and drawing onits proximtyto the railroad
termnal, also contained anunber of "social roons” and clubs, including Connercial
Travelers d ub.

Wlliam Bime's main business interest was i nnasonry. He was involved very early
in buildi nP railroad bridges throughout the country, and was well known |ocally for
having built the stone arch and canal at the Wtershops, and putting in the foundation
for the iron fence surrounding the US Arnory grounds onthe hill.

Section C

The block at 1657-1659 Main Street was built in 1866 as afour story brick boarding
house. Thebuilding acquired the nane "Al bicn Bl ock” in 1877 when i t was purchased by
the Bay State Paper Gonpany principally for office use.

*

[ nterconnection - 1927

In 1927, the three buildingswere unified. Afifth floor was added to the Al bion
Block and its facade was altered. Al | three buildingsunderwent internal changes
whi ch el imnated individual stairways, thus increasing office space i nthe narrow
bui I dings. Architect for the consolidation was Véllace Dibble, \iho designed nany
of the buildingsat Arerican Intemational College. Thethree buildingshad been
acquired in 1908, 1912, and 1922 by the Wlbur Young Realty Trust. M. Young was
zbmij g_r Seri ngfield property owier and founder of the WFE Young Gonpany naker of
sorbine Jr.

Staple to Inventory form at bottoa
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