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PHOTO: (3x3" or 3x5", black & white) 
staple to l e f t side of form 

Photo number 

' ^Town ^ r i n g f i e l d 

i»-1iddress 1645-1659 Main Stseet-

t^Historic Name Olmsted/Hixon/Albion B/o-^K 
( Q r «-

Original Owner: "John Olmsted/ John Hixon 
' Patrick Meather 

Use: Present r e t a i l / o f f i c e 

SKETCH MAP 
Show property's location in relation 
to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate 
a l l buildings between inventoried 

r property and nearest intersection. 
Indicate north. 

Original caramercial/warehouse/^ardin^ 
Rouse 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date 1875/1862/1866.1892-1927 

Source City Directories 

Style Classical Revival 

Architect Wallace Dibble/Jason Perkins 

Exterior wall fabric brick 

Outbuildings none 

Recorded by Fred Clark/gd Lcaiergan/ed. 
Candace Jenkins 
Organization Springfield Historical 
Commission 

i9§0 

Major alterations (vith dates) 

rebuilding of facades (1890's); inter­

connection of three blocks (1927). 

Moved no Date 

Approx. acreage less than one acre 

Setting urban context; form part of one oi 

the Main Streets only intact tum-of-

the-century conmercial blocks. 

UTM References: 18/698915/4663940 
Springfield South Quadrangle j^. . , ^ , s 
Assessor's Ma #315 (Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the community.) 

Interconnected since 1927, this five story block began as three separate buildings, 
a fact s t i l l obvious fron their exterior appearances. The southernmost section 
(3 bays) is the most elaborate, including delicate Adamseque motifs on piers and , 
spandrels. The central section (6 bays) is more austere, distinguished by a Panel 
Brick comice and central oriel at the second and third stories. The northermost 
section (two bays) is the latest in date and least prepossessing in design; i t has 
a bracheted comice and quoined comers, resulting from a 1927 remodeling. 

HISTORICAL STGNIFTCANCH (Explain the role owners played in local or state ' 
history and how the building relates to the development of the community.) 

Interconnected since 1927, the Olmsted/Hixon/Albion Block possesses integrity of 
location, design, setting, materials and workmanship. I t is significant as 
a major block on Main Street and as an excellent representative of downtown 
Springfield's long history of buildings and rebuilding. With parts dating from 
1862 to 1927 i t s history directly coincided with Springfield's major period of , 
significance. The Block thus meets criteria A § C of the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

John Olmstedtliad the block at 1645-1649 Main Street built as a corabinaticai office and 
warehouse. I t was originally leased by the Bay State Paper Conpany. During 1895 
Olmsted completely remodeled the facade. This corresponded with the move of the Spring­
fi e l d Board of Trade to this building. Their object Was to have entire new businesses 
locate in Springfield and promote the ones that were already here. 

John Olmsted was me of Springfield's leading businessmen in the late 19th century.' 
He moved to Springfield in 1860 and became involved in the cotton waste and .paper 
stock business. Be".vwas one of the original stockholders of the Springfield Street 
Railway Conpany and was president for over 25 years. It was during his administration 
that service was extended to cover much of the expanding city. In fact, the street 
railway was a prime cause of this expansion. He was also president of the First 
National Bank, a founder and director of the Board of Trade and vice president of the 
BIBLIOGRAPHY aM/or REFERENCES (name of publication, author, date and publisher) 

Springfield Daily Republican February 8, 1982, p.6 
Springfield Daily Republican April 27, 1892, p.6 § 9 
Springfield E. William Birnie ; 
Springfield Directory 1874-75, p.411 
Jolm Ci. B. Newell Scrapbook Volume 3, p.464-5 
Slpringfield of Today 1898 page 7 
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City Library Association. He was par t icular ly instrumental in the fund raising for 
the GWVS Art Museum. His public service included six terms on the City Council and 
serving as chairman of the City 's f i r s t Park Conmission. 

Section B. 

The block at 1653-1655 Main Street was erected in 1862 for John Hixon, who was a 
manufacturer and wholesaler of boots and shoes. Soon afterwards he was joined by 
William Bimie. Birnie had a good number of business interests and after Hixon's 
death used the block for his Bimie Paper Co. , which manufactured paper, envelopes, 
and papeteries. In 1892 a f i r e almost destroyed the block, but rebuilding began 
immediately. The plans for the five story block were drawn by Jason Perkins, and 
featured 19 foot wide bay windows on the second and third floors. The block was 
used primarily as an office building, and drawing on its proximity to the railroad 
terminal, also contained a number of "social rooms" and clubs, including Conmercial 
Travelers Club. 

William Bimie's main business interest was in masonry. He was involved very early 
in building railroad bridges throughout the country, and was well known locally for 
having built the stone arch and canal at the Watershops, and putting in the foundation 
for the iron fence surrounding the U.S. Armory grounds on the h i l l . 

Section C. 

The block at 1657-1659 Main Street was built in 1866 as a four story brick boarding 
house. The building acquired the name "Albicn Block" in 1877 when i t was purchased by 
the Bay State Paper Company principally for office use. 

* 
Interconnection - 1927 

In 1927, the three buildings were unified. A f i f t h floor was added to the Albion 
Block and its facade was altered. A l l three buildings underwent internal changes 
which eliminated individual stairways, thus increasing office space in the narrow 
buildings. Architect for the consolidation was Wallace Dibble, \iho designed many 
of the buildings at American Intemational College. The three buildings had been 
acquired in 1908, 1912, and 1922 by the Wilbur Young Realty Trust. Mr. Young was 
a major Springfield property owner and founder of the W.F. Young Conpany maker of 
Absorbine Jr. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottoa 
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