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7. DESCRIPTION

Setting and Ste description

The Hildreth-Robbins House is located on a winding rural road in the south part of Chelmsford, MA.
While aone-gory ca 1960 light-industrial building dands st back from the dreet on the opposite Sde of
the road, the rest of the houses setting retains its pagtord character.  From the southeest end of the
driveway (which lies on town-owned land), afiel dstoneand granite block wall leeds eedt pedt the front of
the smal wooded property that was the dte of the late 1SM-century blacksmith shop usd by severd

owners of the house  One hundred yards further eed is the wood-frame house built by members of the
Byam family inabout 1834. Forming a backdrop directly north and eedt of the subject property ae 126
acres of the farmland formerly assocdiated with the house, which are now preserved as open meadow and

wetlands by the Town of Chelmsford as town consarvation land. Running north/south adjacent to the

wes border of the nominated acre property is the overgrown raised bed of the former Framingham &
Lowell Railroad.

The recent partition of the property reduced the land around the Hildreth-Robbins House to 13 acres.

However, many Ste features survive from its long use es the center of a working famsead. Some
dructures remain as well from the early 20* century, when the house was used as a umme resdence. A
low fieldstonewall (Map # 2) lines the road dong mogt of the front of the property, and the line of a
longtime circular driveway (Map #3) still unpaved, iswell worn in front of the house, the northeest €l

and atached bam. In front of the ell is a granite hitching post with an iron ring on the top (Map #4)
which probably datesto the mid- or late 19* century, and descending eedt from the southeast comer of the
bam is a split-granite retaining wall supporting a grassed ramp up to the bam (Map #5). Behind the
house, en ova pond (Map #7), nearly ahdf-acrein dze, fills mog of the reer part of the property. A

granite block retainingwall (Map #6), probably dating to the early 20* century, and incorporating as
of three granite geps, is s into the curve of the hillside west of the pond, echoing the line of the pond's
wes edge The south end of the retaining wall continues as afieldstonewall to the rear of the house

Landscape daments from the mid-20" century (outside the period of significance) include split-rail

perimeter fencing, a rear brick patio with deteriorated square-picket fence and gates, and overgrown

flowerbeds terraced on landscgpe timbers descending from the back wall of the house  Brick and
cobblestone walks leading from the circular driveto two doors in the front wall of the eest €ll, and three

andl granite benches in that area, goparently date to the same period. An earlier granite block about

sven feet long (possibly aface gone from afoundation) liesbehind the house dose to the esst Sde of the

pond (Map # 8).
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Severd large trees and shrubs on the property may remain from the 19* or early 20* centuries. At the
front, a line of three maple trees dandsjust indde the gone wall within the curve of the driveway. A
group of trees west of the house includes a large Schwedler Maple, and just off the northwest house
comer isadzable sycamore tree. A line of five gpple trees occupies the west dope above the pond, and a
cduder of tall weeping willows gracesthe pond's eedt bank. A venerable lilac bush typical of many New
England farmgeads dands againg the southwest front house comer.

General building description.

The Hildreth-Robbins House (MHC.70; Map #1) isalarge, south-facing 2 /2-gtory, Sde-gabled colonia

dwelling with along one-gtory northeest ell connecting to asmall gable-front three-level bam. The house
hes apog-and-beam timber frame, afi el dstonefoundation topped with dressed granite under mogt of the
main block of the building, and alarge brick chimney which pierces the agphat-shingle roof just in front

and dightly east of the mid-line of the mainridge. A second, narrower exterior brick chimney rises up

the rear wall of the main block againg the southwest comer of theell. Architectural detailing of the main
house includes a molded, boxed comice without retums on the gable ends, plain comerboards, and a
narrow water table (sill board) just above the foundation. While the main house is believed to date to the
1730s or early 1740s future architectural investigation of portions of the frame not presently visible may
yet determine that part of the ssmcture was congmcted eerlier. (See Section 8)

The building hes an asphdt shingle roof, and is dapboarded with 20*-century clgpboards. Mog of the
windows date to the mid 20* century. Severd minor additions were mede to the building inthe sscond
half of the 20* century. (See detailed description, below.)

Evolution of the Hildreth-Robbins House.

The building grew over timein the manner of many farmhouses of its era The present form of the 36 by
30-foot main block incorporates a leest one, and possibly as many as three enlargements which, judging

by architectura evidence, took place before 1800. The srong asymmetry of the plan and adifference in
floor height between the southeest and southwest chambers suggest that the building may have begun as a
sngle-cdl house with lobby entrance, and wes later widened by an additional room to one dde of the
chimney, probably before 1750. There is d0 evidence of arear leanto—possibly a mid-18* century

addition~that was raised to create afull second dory in the 1780s or 1790s (Cluesto the exigence of the
leento are dtill goparent in the foundation and in the attic and cellar framing, and in the marks of the old
roof line onthe front and ddesof the chimney.)

(continued)
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The house was expanded again inthe 19* century. The enlargement to the eet from the northeest reer
comer of the main block probably began with an early 19*-century rear kitchen ell (sometimes cdled a
"summer kitchen") which was later joined by a"line of sheds" A 19-foot-degp bam or cariagehouse
with afull cdlar was atached to the eest end of the sheds probably sometime after 1860. This atteched
outbuilding, which was totally rebuilt aove the cdlar in the mid-20* century, is reported to have
functioned mainly as a cariagehouse and dable. (A larger freestanding bam that sood neer the road
outheedt of the house has long-since been demolished, as have an early com bam and the blacksmith
shop that stood just eedt of the farmsteed.)

Severd more samdl additions were mede to the house after the period of significance. They include a mid
20*-century one-gtory, gable-roofed west entryway/lavatory on a concrete foundation, a ca 1950s
bedroom with a shallow shed roof added above the west end of the ell, and two late 20*-century

dmciures—a one-gtory shed-roofed, skylighted reer sunroom with a metad sove chimney, and asmal

greenhouse abutting the west entry.

Exterior description.

The south falade of the main block (Photos #s 1,2) is four bays long, with two windows digned & first
and second dories west of the entry, and one window a eech gory to the eed, reflecting the interior
arangement in which the rooms wes of the chimney are condderably larger than those eedt of it. The
entry, and asingle 6/6 sseh window above it & the second story, are set dightly eest of center, infront of
the chimney. The generd gppearance of the main entry, which has adouble-thick 6-pand door under a 6-
part transom, islikely to have been part of an extensive update during the early Federd period. However,
the present plain-board entry surround, the smal "bulls-eye" glass panes in the transom, and the narrow
horizontal, dlightly projecting door hood all gppeer to be 20*-century dterations. The window sseh onthe
faBade, and throughout the building, mogt of which are 9/6 a the first story, with 6/6's a the second, ae
products of the 20* century and lack the projecting plank frames characterigtic of the Coloniad and
Federd eras.

The eedt 9de of the main block (Photo #2) is four bays degp, with windowsaligned above esch other &
both stories, and a single 6/6 sseh window positioned & attic level in the gable pesk with alouvered vent
above it. The eed devation d0 digplays the dde of the shed-roofed mid 20*-century room above the
wes end of the ell. Two small square sngle-pane windows, one aove each plane of the lower eest-west
ell roof, pierce this later wall.

(continued)
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The west elevation of the main block (Photo #7) hes only two windows & the sscond story, with one 66
under the gable pesk a attic level. At the first story, there is one 9/6 window in the south part of the main
wall. The south and north walls of the later west entry bay each have asingle 9/6 window. Thewes wall

of the entry bay, presently shdtered by an atached gambre-roofed greenhouse, is shesthed with

cdapboard and vertical board and has acentered 15-light wood and glass French door.

The north, reer elevation (Photo #8) is the mog dtered dde of the main block. Most of the first story
there is covered by the clapboarded, shed-roofed sunroom added inthe 1960s or 1970s, and by the west
end of the northeest ell, which overlaps the eeteammod nine feet of the main housewall. All the window
sh in the main wall—three windows a the second gtory, and one 9/6 a the west end of the first-are
modem, and some occupy 20*-century openings.  The windows along the length of the northeest ell,
including abank of four casementstoward the west end, are dso al of mid- and late 20*-century vintege
(Photo #9).

The entire northeast ell (Photos # 6, 8, and 9) is mod likely a former 19*-century reer kitchen and is a
converson of typical 19*-century atached line of sheds~is over 40 feet long. Since the ground dopes
down to therear, much of the ell andsover afull-height cdlar accessble from the north. While much of

the frame of the ell probably datesto the 19* century, this section of the building has been consderably
dtered, and the exposed rafter ends a the front edge of its shalow-gabled roof indicate that a mgjor
rebuilding took place here in the 20* century. Comparison with aphotograph taken in 1955 shows that

the fenedration of the south front wall hes been rearranged somewha since that time, and that the front

wall of the atached bam has Snce been brought forward to occupy the same plane as thet of the ell. A

96 window and anarrow 6-pand door (with bullseye glass in the top two pands) a the west ed of the
ell faBade presently occupy the same positions as adoor and window shown in the photograph; a window
opening eedt of the door may have exiged a that time, as well. The multi-light and pand mid 20*-
century door in the wall further eedt, however, tekes the place of a former window shown in the 1955

image Ead of the latter door, a broad, keystoned, eliptical-arched doorway gppeers to occupy the

position of the 19*"century carriage opening. It retains a pair of non-functioning vertical-board doors
mounted on what gppeer to be reproduction strgp hinges.

The gable-front, clgpboarded bam or stable/carriagehouse (Photo #6) that abuts the eet end of the ell
dands over afull-height,fieldstonecellar story. Although the cellar gppearsto be original, mog or al of
the upper portion of the structure was entirely rebuilt inthe late 1950s or 1960s (Theorigina bam may
have been higher, and islikely to have had aroof with agtegper pitch than exists today.) The bam faBede
hes two dliptical-arched openings that mimic the one in the el to their west, but they havetdler,

(continued)
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narrower dimendons. Only the west of the two doorways hes a functioning, interior mounted, vertical-

board door, however. Centered under the gable pesk is a two-part vertical-board loft door. A square,

gable-roofed cupola with louvered openings occupies the center of the roof ridge. The east wall of the
bam (Photo #10) displays one 6/6-sash window & the front end of the main stable floor, and a line of

three 6-pane stall windows. The main accessto the bam cdllar is through abroad opening in the eedt Sde
of the foundation, which is presently fronted by a wire livestock- or poultry enclosure. The foundation
opening is fitted with an exterior-mounted, diding dapboarded door. A second shed-roofed, wire
endosed animal shdlter, apparently a chicken coop, is located agang the reer part of the west wall of the
bam.

Interior description.

The plan of the main block of the house a both gories condsts of aprincipal front room to either Sde of
the off-center chimney and lobby entrance, and a range of divided goeces across the rear of the housa
(See Sketch Plan.) The method of constmction evidenced by the portions of the timber framethat ae
presently visible is condstent with the traditional date of the late 1730s-ealy 1740s, as are portions of the
wood finish surviving in the front rooms and entry.

The interior surfaces of the outer walls of the main front rooms are plagtered, but theirfireplacewdls ae
wood partition walls. Some sections of the latter are the vertical feather-edge ("bead-and-bevd™) boards
that were commonly used inthat location throughout mog of the 18* century. However, a both ories,
thefireplacewalls of west front rooms have a plager surface applied to the boards—a change that may
have taken place a the end of the 18* century or the beginning of the 19*.

The faces of three of thefirepl acesare recessed afew inches back from the plane of theres of thewall in
the manner of the second quarter of the 18* century. Thefireplacewalls in thefirst-storyfront rooms,
however, display raised-field panding, atype of finish that was most characterigtic of thelatter part of the
century in thispart of Massachusetts, indicating that those goaceswere updated during that period.

Some of theinterior doors in the main block are batten doors congtructed of the same type of feather-edge
boards as thefireplacewalls. Most others are four-panel doors of atype characteristic of the end of the
18* century, with pands that are raised on one 9de and recessed on the other.

Throughout the main block, the major framing timbers protmde into the rooms. All are casad, and mogt
of the pods, girts, and beams have casings trimmed with an ovolo molding. Typical of colonial house

(continued)



NPS Form | 10-900-a
(«=»<) OMB Approval No 1034«M«

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Shest

Hildreth-Robbins House
Chelmsford (Middlesex), MA

o :
Section number | Pege 6

congtmction in Middlesex County, the summer beams in thefirst-storyceilings run longitudinally from
the outer Sde wallsto the chimney girts, and those existing in the cellar and sscond dory are oriented
front to back.

The wide-board pine floors throughout the building gppeer to be the originals, athough there are reports
that inthe 1950s somefl oorboardswere taken up and tumed over in order to place the wom sde down.
Extant hardwaere includes a variety of iron hinges, latches, and dlagps. Long drap hinges remain on some
of the heavier doors. Some H and HL door hinges, and apair of butterfly hinges on apiece of pandingin

the reer kitchen, do not gppear to be original to the house. The main front door hes alarge Suffolk latch.
Other latches are mostly of the Norfolk type, and the indentations from & least one box or rim lock

remain.

First story, main block.

Thelobby entrance (Photo #5), where the closed-dtring three-mn daircase has 3'-square newd pods ad
molded rails without balugters, displays two types of woodwork: raised-field pandling agang the dairs,
and the back dde of the feather-edge sheething of the southwestfirst-storyroom'sfireplacewall.

The southwest first-story room (Photo #4) is quite large—15' wide, with a summer beam (including
casing) thet is wide. The dightly recessed fireplace has a molded surround and an overmantd
congsting of asingle large raised-field pandl. A crown molding trims the upper edge of above the pand.
A amadl cabinet with apanded door located low in the wall just north of thefirepl acegppearsto dateto
the 20* century.

The southeast first-story room, (Photo #3) originally a kitchen and later a dining room, is amuch

sndler room—II' 4" wide, with a summe beam that is 15 wide. The firebox, which has bean

reduced in dze by an added layer of bricks creeting the present angled sde walls, still hes the opening of

the beke oveninitsrear wall. Inthisroom the entirefireplacewall isacompostion of late 18*-century
raised-field paneling. Two long horizontal pands fill the wall aove thefireplace,and a multi-panded,
two-range section north of the chimney incorporates a small, high cabinet with a sngle-panded door.

Two 4-pand doors are located south of the chimney-one leading to the front entry, the other to achina
dosat that occupies the location of the former cellar gairs. A crown molding of the same profile as that

in the southwest room mns the length of thefireplacewall.

Therear range offirst-storygpacesin the main block hes been rearranged somewhat over the years. It

(continued)
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now condgs of one broad room behind and northeest of the chimney, (most of which would have
condituted the later 18*-century leanto kitchen—Photo #12) an encdlosed stairway to its west, and wet
of that, a small room that wes fitted up as apantry inthe 20* century (Photo #13). Itislikely that the
leento originally housed just the kitchen and afirst-storybedroom to its west, and that the bedroom was
later reduced in Sze by the building of the stairs to the rear second-story poece after the leanto was raised
to afull two gories. The gairway is encdosed on both Sdeswith late feather-edgelbead-and-beve  boards
of atype characteristic of the Federd period. Compared to the feather-edge sheething inthe front part of
the house which heas the bolder ovolo molding typical of the mid-18* century, the panding hereisingteed
finished on one edgewith avery narrow beed.

There was formerly an enclosed passege, possibly added sometime after the gairs were built, which led
north from the front southwest room to an exterior door a the rear of the kitchen. That door openingis
still in place, but the eedt partition wall of the paessage was removed when the kitchen was modemized in
the early 1950s Aspart of that project, the large cookingfirepl acein the north face of the chimney was
rebuilt, and the remains of its beke oven and ash pit, located one above the other outsde and to the west
of the firebox, were removed. At the same time, condderable structura work was done, axd the
woodwork was both restored and dtered. Atlesst one or two principal ceiling timbers hed been removed
in the late 19* century, and the crossed beams currently in the ceiling include a least one mid-20*-
century ged beam cased with wood. The raised-field paneling above thefireplaceand afloor to ceiling
section of feather-edge sheathing to the west of it are reported to be 18*-century pandling that was found
in the attic and reingtalled in the 1950s Horizontal festher-edged sheething on other parts of the south
wall, however, condsts of a combination of new work of the 1950s and reworked boards taken up from
the attic floor. Vertical feether-edged shesthing on the eest and north walls of the room is dso 20*-
century work, ingtalled as part of the 1950s renovations. When ancther kitchen was fitted into the
northeest ell inthe 1960s or 1970s (see below), the 1950s cabinets and kitchen gppliances were removed

from this spece

The pantry (former bedroom) (Photo #13) west of the gtairs is a smal gpace, with one large built-in

pantry cabinet along its west wall dating to the 1950s or 1960s Attached to the west wall of the pantry,
(the exterior wall of the main block) is the smdl one-gtory, mid 20*-century west entry bay. Itsfront

part housss a smdl lavatory. The walls of the reer goace, an entry hall or mudroom, are covered in a
combination of modem pine boards and 19*-century feather-edge shesthing, the latter possibly reused

from the wall of the kitchen passage that was taken down Thefloorboardsof this goece dso may have
been relocated from dsewhere in the house

(continued)
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Second story, main block.

While the second-gory goaces in the main block were dso updated toward the tum of the 19* century,
they reved much about the earlier character of the house, as well. Theflare of the upper part of the eest
"gunstock™” chimney pog in the entry, for indtance, is evident even under its casng. The two front
chambers have plagtered wallswith high, unadomed basgboards, and 4-pand doors. Each front chamber
hes afireplacewith asmply molded surround.

The back wall of the shallow closet north of the fireplace in the southeast chamber is made of the same
type of feather-edge boards usad in the firgplacewalls downgtairs. The pogts, girts, and plates inthis
room (Photo #14) are casaed with planed boards without any moldings. There is a shdlow mantd shelf
above thefireplace, edged with a Federd-style molding. Bookshelves aong the front wall and shalow
cabinets above the mantd are mid- or late 20*-century dterations. The plagter ceiling of the room, coved
a its north and south endsin a4" upward curve from the front and rear plates, is d0 relatively new.
Now hidden above the ceiling, however, the joists are covered with whitewash or paint, indicating that the
ceiling of thisroom was formerly unplagtered.

The southwest chamber (Photo #15) was clearly the mog formal bedroom in the house It hes amore
daborately molded fireplace surround than the other chamber, a narrow mantd shelf, and a full crown
molding below the chimney girt running the length of thefireplacewall. In aout 1960, the summer
beam was rebuilt and the plaster ceiling was taken down. In the process, some chak graffiti in three
places on the frame was reveded. Clearly written on two of the joists are the words "Sarah Hildreth, her
hand." (Photo #16). While the doors in this room are hung on later hinges, the pinflesfor earlier drep
hinges are still in place inthejamb for the door to the stairhall/entry.

When the rear of the house wes raised to afull two dories, a gpadious rear chamber was cregted above
the former leanto kitchen below (Photo #17). It gopears that this room was unheded, as there isno
visible evidence of a second-gory fireplacein the back of the chimney. Ingsead, three panded doors are
located in the room's south wall-a 4-pand door that opens into the southeast chamber, ancother to a
shdlow cdoset, and a 2-pand door to its west opening onto the attic stairs. A amdl cabinet islocated in
the upper part of the wall between the dlosat and the eest door. Thislarge chamber extends from the eest

(continued)
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exterior wall to the enclosed northwest daircase, which a this story is clad in unbesded planed, vertical
board. A 4-pand door a the south end of the dairway wall opensto a smdl hallway a the heed of the
dars. Wed of the dairs is a20*-century bathroom (probably aformer smal chamber).

Attic and cdllar.

When the rear of the main block wasraised to afull two stories, probably late inthe 18+ century, the old
roof was removed and anew four-bay roof built over the main house.  Its gmcture istypical of that time
period, with principal and common rafters st into a 5-9ded ridge purlin, and horizonta roof boards On

each roof dope, a dngle row of heavy purlinstenoned into the ddes of the principal raftersrecaives the

tgpered endsof the common rafters. Theroof frameis stabilized by diagona braces extending from the

purlins to the principal rafters. In the process of building this second roof, new pieces were sliced and
pegged into the south ends of the tie beamsto support aroof overhang & the front eaves

Like the attic, the cellar reveds something of the evolution of the house. Againgt the framing infrontof
the massve chimney base, for indance, a piece of dair stringer remans from the gairs that werelocated
there beforethe reer sairs were built, and before the china cdosat was built into the southeast room. The
cdlar is full height under the lobby enfrance and the west and rear part of the main house, but only a
crawl goece existed under the southeast room until aportion of it was dug out in the 20* century. Thedirt
from that excavation was deposited within the cellar west of the chimney, rendering that goece unusable
The framing under the southwest room includes a 9" x 11" north/south summer beam and 3" x 4" sawn
joists. There isno summea beam under the narrower southeest room, where half-log degpersmn from the
chimney girt to the et sill.

Northeas €l and barn.

The 9-foot-wide room behind the northeest part of the leanto kitchen was probably added inthe early 19+

century for anew kitchen (or possibly a shop, such as a dhoe shop), and represents arebuilding of a line
of one-dory dheds that were extended to its ees.  All interior evidence of the former uee ad

configuration of these goaces has been logt to later dterations, however, savefor afew framing dements.
Laein the 20* century the eedt exterior wall of the 9-foot-wide room was demolished to cregte a 25-foot-
long modem kitchen extending into the wesemmod of the sheds Three rough podts in the front wall,

and & leest one inthe rear wall, all fitted with diagond braces (or mortises for them), gopeer to remain
from the shed frame. Some exposed framing timbersin this section, however, such as the long front plate
with gud pockets in the dde, are reused timbers that may have been ingtaled & the time of the
renovations.

(continued)



NPS Form | 10-900-a
(S-<6) OMB Approval No. 1024»M

United States Department of the Interior
Nationa Pak Service

National Regiser of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Hildreth-Robbins House
Chelmsford (Middlesex), MA

Section number 7 Poge 10

Along with the late 20*-century kitchen, the same renovation project included the ingdlation of a
bathroom, alarge laundry room and a stairwell to the eest end of the el cdlar. These oacesae finished
with sheetrock, hollow-core doors and other modem materids. A narrow halway spansthe length of the
front of the ell from the kitchen to the bam. The smal 13 x 19 barn, which hes three box gdls, another
open sall and aworkroom a the main level, with aloft aove, is dso of recent congtmction.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient dites are recorded on the Hildreth-Robbins House property, sites may be present. Three Stes ae
recorded in the generd area (within one mile). Environmental characterigtics of the property represent locationa
criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that are favorable for the presence of Native stes The house
occupies well-drained, level to moderatdy doping topography on a glacia outwash plain in dose proximity to
wetlands. A pond that forms the heedwaters of afributary sfreeam of Beaver Brook and River Meadow Brook is
located within 1,000 feet of the house. River Meadow Brook is a tributary of the Concord/Merrimack River
drainage. In genad, however, the potential for the recovery of significant ancient Native American survivas on
the property is low to moderate. Congtmction of the house, bams, blacksmith shop, and outbuildings over a 275
year or longer period would have destroyed any ancient resourcesthat were located on the property.

A high potentia exigts for locating historic archaeologicad resources on the Hildreth-Robbins House property.
Congtimction features and stmcturd evidence may exist for parts of the Hildreth-Robbins House, as well e a
windmill, severd bams, outbuildings and a blacksmith shop known to exist on the property. Archaeologica
evidence may dso survive from occupationa reated features (trash pits, privies, wells) located around the house
and outbuildings listed above.

(end)
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8. SIGNIFICANCE

The Hildreth-Robbins House meats Criteria A and C of the National Regiger a the loca level. The

building is significant under Criterion A as the farmhouse of one of south Chelmsford's principa isl-
ad 19*-century farms, as well as for its associaion with members of the Hildreth, Robbins,

Chamberlain, Adams, and Byam familiesand their rdatives. This particular successon of owners

represents a two-centuries-long chain of descent from some of Chelmsford's original settlers. Each of

the multi-generational households occupying the house from ca 1740 through the first quarter of the

20* century illudtrates, in their own way, important socia, domestic, and economic trends of their

repective eras. Richard and Jonas Hildreth, John Robbins 3™, and Phineas Chamberlain were 18*

century yeoman farmers practicing aform of mixed husbandry. Subsequently, under two generations of

Byams, the old farm took part in the increesingly specidized and market-oriented agriculture thet

characterized eatemn Massachusetts farming in the second half of the 19* century. Thomas Minot

Adams occupancy from the 1840suntil his desth inthe 1890stypifiesthe role of the bachdor farmer

during a time when farms were often managed in tandem by more than one family member, and the

presence of Nathan Bean illudtrates the essentid work of the mid-19* century hired farmhand. Even

the property's brief ownership by innkeeper-tumed-farmer Jefferson Loring in the early 1840s may

shed light on the decline of the roadsde tavern during that same period shortly before the coming of the
regiond railroads.

What is known about the women in the house is do illustrative of changing pattems in domestic and
community life. Three of the 18*-century mae owners outlived multiple wives, some of whom clearly
died from complications of childbirth. By contragt, the life of Hannah Mariah (Adams) Byam,
Chemsford's oldest citizen in the early 1900s, spanned nearly an entire century. Her charitable works
and her influence on the organization of the Chelmsford Baptist Church, which paralded that of her
husdband and son, illustrate one agpect of the evolving socid empowerment of women in the 19*
century. Finally, the youthful, educated Sarah Hildreth, who literally left her mark on the frame of the
house, and who briefly owned the mgor South Chelmsford farm in her own right while still in her
twenties, isarare indance of farm ownership by ayoung womean inthe 18+ century.

The property fulfills Criterion C as a fine, wdl-preserved example of an 18*-century New England
farmhouse that evolved over time inways that are as characterigtic of their eras as its occupants were of
the socid climate of their times. The non-symmetrical plan, with rooms on one dde of the " center”

(continued)
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chimney much larger than those on the other, is a pre-1750 arangement found throughout Middlesex
County. The evidence of arear leento that was later raised to two Sories, amajor Federd remodding
that took place after the Revolution, the addition of rear dairs, and the building of an early 19*-century
ell, atached line of sheds, and later 19*-century carriagehouse/stable are all important illustrations of
regional architectura trends.

In goite of some 20*-century changes, the reduction in Sze of the property, and the loss of some
outbuildings, the property retains integrity of location, design, materids, workmanship, fegling, setting
and asociation.

Background and early history.

The exact date of congtruction of this house, and the identity of its first occupants, ae both somewhat
uncertain. However, it has unquestionable significance in the development of the town of Chdmsford
& the wdl-preserved farmhouse of one of the principal farms in the south part of town, owned for
more than 200 years by descendants of & leest ahalf dozen of the town's earliest families.

Ore of the earliest communities in Middlesex County, Chelmsford was established as a plantationin
1655. With the subsequent absorption of lands from Indian Praying Towns and alarge additiona grant
of land by the Massachusetts Bay Colony, the town increased greetly in Sze through the late 17*- and
first quarter of the 18* century. Condderable territory wes lost over the next severd decades, however,
to the formation of the new towns of Littleton (1725), Westford (1729-1730), Dungable (1755), and
Carlide (1780.) More land was lost to the formation of Lowell in 1826, with subssquent minor
boundary adjustments taking place through the third quarter of the 19* century.

A linear settlement developed early around the medtinghouse a Chelmsford center, and fishing and
early colonid mill activity took place dong some magjor local waterways, especialy aong Stony Brook
and other tributaries of the Merrimack River inthe north part of town. By the early 18 century severd
large, prosperous farms were operating in south Chelmsford eest of Beaver Brook in the area of Heart
Pond, and there were enough familiesin the vicinity for a garrison house (located less than amile
northwest of the nominated property) to be designated for their protection. (MHC#.100, NRIND., 106
Garrison Road. "Old Chelmsford Garrison House'). Colonia farming, which in Chelmsford consged
largely of generd agriculture, grazing, and lumbering, grew more diversified over the course of the 18*
century, with somedairying and gople growing emerging as specidties during the late colonia era

(continued)
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By 1771, the population of the south part of Chelmsford was active and concentrated enough to form an
ealy Baptist Society in that part of town. Leadears in the esablishment of the church ad inits
ubssquent operations included severd members of households a the Hildreth-Robbins House The
farm'’s occupants were d0 influential in the formation of South Chelmsford as an agricultura village
in the early part of the 19* century.

Hildreth family ownership from before 1742to 1771.

Architectural evidence indicates that the Hildreth-Robbins House was built in the 1730s or 1740s The
ealies likely recorded reference to a house on the property comes from a deed of 1742, in which
Richard Hildreth sold his 50-acre homestead, "with orcharding and a dwelling houss, bam, and
comhouse thereon,” along with saverd other parces of land, to Jonas Hildreth, who was goparently
his son. ThisRichard Hildreth (1676/77-1760,) who was called Ensgn Hildreth when he died, would
have been of the third generation of the family founded by the original settler of the same name Inthe
17+ century, the first Richard Hildreth had been awarded extensve lands in the south part of
Chelmsford for his sarvices to the Massachuseits Bay Colony. Future ressarch into early Chemsford
records islikely to reveal that this house gandson someof thase original Hildreth lands

In the desd to Jonas, Ens. Richard Hildreth reserved the rightsto half of al the buildings, lands, cattle,
and farm equipment and tools for the res of his life—a common arangement between an aging
colonia farmer and the son or nephew he had designated to follow him on the farm. Inthiscase
however, it isnot entirely clear whether the present building incorporates Richard Hildreth's dwelling
house, or whether it is a house that weas built for Jonas. Further architectura investigation of parts of

the dructure that are not presently visible may help to determine whether any part of the building
predatesthe 1730s

Jonas Hildreth (1716-1770) who weas 26 when he acquired the farm, was married two yeers later. His
wife was Sarah Hedld of Acton. She died in 1746 a the age of 24, a week after their only daughter,
Sarah, was bom. Although Jonas married twice more before he died, no record hes been found of any
other Hildreth childrenbeing bom inthe house Anintriguing agpect of the house is the sgnature of
Sareh Hildreth, which gppearsin chak on thejoists in the southwest chamber, as "Sarah Hildreth, her
hand." Itismog likely that this represents the hand of Sarah the daughter, rather than the mother. (It is
a0 not likely to have been written by Jonassthird wife, Sarah [Proctor], whom he married in 1759, ss
it gopearsfrom probate documents that e could not write her name)

(continued)
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When Jonas Hildreth died in 1770, he left the rights to the customary "widow's thirds" of hisred
property to his wife for the rest of her life. (Her degth date is not known.) Hisexecutor assigned her
the eedt part of the homesteed, including the part of the house eedt of aline drawn through the middle of
the chimney, part of the garret (attic), and half of thecdlar.

All of the res of Jonas Hildreth's property was inherited outright by his 24 year old daughter. The
inventory of his esate reveds that he died areasonably wedthy man. It tells much about the farm he
had built up, and aout the congderable inheritance that fell to such a young woman. In addition to
what by then was a 56-acre homesteed farm, with house, bam, comhouse, and root cdlar, there were
a0 70 acresin Westford and a least 20 acres more of upland, meadow, and orchard lands. The edae
included the livestock of a substantial mixed-husbandry farm of the yearsjust before the Revolutionary
War~apair of oxen, ahorse, half adozen cows and cattle, four pigs, and 18 sheep.

Sareh did not have to manage the farm on her own for very long, however. Seventesn moniths after her
father died, she married a South Chelmsford neighbor, John Robbins 3.

John Robbins 3N ownership 1771-1776.

It IS likely that Sarah and John only lived in the house that dhe inherited for afew years after her father
died. John Robbins, 3rd (b. 1748) was a member of another of Chelmsford's early, landed families.
His parents were John and Susannah (Harwood) Robbins, and his paterna grandmother was aHildreth.
Both of his parents died inthe summer of 1775, and together with his brother, Jonathan, he inherited all
of hisfather'sred etate, which included consgderable lands in both Chemsford and Acton.

Parhaps because he and Sarah took up resdence on one of the Robbins farms (in 1776 they were
recorded as living in Acton), shortly after his father's estate was probated in the spring of 1776, they
sold the Hildreth farm.

Chamberlain family ownership 1776-1839.

The purchaser was Phineas (dso spdled Phinehas) Chamberlain (1746-1813). Like John Robbins,
he was soon to marry into the Hildreth family. Hisfirst wife and infant daughter hed died within two
months of each other the previous year, and in July of 1776 he married Sybil Hildreth, gpparently of the
branch of the Hildreth family who were living in Westford. She diedin 1783, and Phinesslater married
Mary Adams of Chelmsford. Like the Hildreths, Hedds Proctors and Robbinses both the
Chamberlains and Adams=s were among the oldest of the familiesin Chelmsford.

(continued)
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Phineas Chamberlain was a blacksmith as well & a farmer, and it was probably he who built the
blacksmith shop which stood for many decades near the road a short distance southeest of the house

Like both Jonas and Richard Hildreth, he was married three times. Phiness had & lesst five children.

His son, Josegph (1773-1830), who worked the farm with his father, was married in 1796, and he and his
wife Mary (Parker) shared the house with his parents for many years. Judging by the architectura

character of the many Federd-style features in the building, it islikely that the house was extensvey
remodded, and expanded to a full two gories (probably to better accommodate the two households)

around the time of Josgph and Mary's marriege.

In 1807, Phineas Chamberlain sold half of the farm to Joseph. When Phiness died sx yeears later,
Joggph came into full possession of the property. In 1829, the year before his own degth from
consumption, Josgph Chamberlain sold al hisreal edate holdings, conssting of morethan 136 acres to
his second son, Parker Chamberlain.

At that time, the homestead farm messured 60 acres, and included the house, bam, the blacksmith's
shop, and asorted other outbuildings. Paker (b. 1803), had married Mary Byam (of ancther old
Chelmsford family) three years earlier. After Josgph Chamberlain died, his widow retained her
widow's ownership interest in the property, and continued to live in the house with her son and his
family.

In 1834, the homestead property was reduced somewha, dthough the family building duster was
expanded, when Parker Chamberlain sold the blacksmith shop, with VA of an acre, to hiswife'sbrother,
blacksmith Marcus Byam. Marcus Byam was dso Parker's brother-in-law, having married Parker's
dder, Rebecca in 1832 It is possible that the young couple lived first with her family & 19 Maple
Road. Shortly after the purchase, Marcus and Rebeoca put up their own house, the present 11 Maple
Road (MHC#69).

Jefferson Loring ownership (1839-1843.) Paker Chamberlain and his family subsequently moved to
Lowell, and in 1839 he and his mother sold the farm, then 90 acres, to an innkeeper, Jefferson Loring.
Mr. Loring owned the property for about four years and it is believed that he operated atavem inthe
house for ashort time.

Thomas M. Adams ownership (1843-1847.) By 1843, Jefferson Loring wes listed as afarmer, rather
than an innkeeper—probably an indication that like many others a that time, his innand tavem hed

(continued)
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declined in profitability due to the combined forces of the temperance movement and the demise of
dagecoachtravel. Inthat year he sold the property to Thomas Minot Adams, amembe of another old
Chelmsford family that had owned condderable property intown during the colonial era Early Adams
holdings had included the large Adams-Heyward farm to the northwest, which may once have nearly
adjoined the Hildreth-Robbins Farm, (sse "Old Chemsford Garrison House," 105 Garrison Road, MHC
# 100, NRIND).

Byam family ownership (1847-1933). While Thomas Minot Adams, alifelong bachelor, continued to
live in the house for nearly 50 years more, in 1847 he sold it to his brother-in-law, Solomon E. Byam
(1810-1873), who had married his dder, Hanneh Mariah Adams. The long Byam ownership period
illustrates the closdy intertwined family connections that prevailed on many of Chemsford's older
farms through the 19* century. Inaddition to marrying an Adams, Solomon Byam wes directly related
to the Adams family through his mother, Abi Adams. He was the brother of Marcus Byam, who lived
next door, and brother-in-law of Parker Chamberlain, hudband of their Sgter, Mary.

In the mid-19* century, Solomon Byam and Thomas Adams worked together to make the old farm one
of the more productive agricultural operations in the south part of Chemsford. In 1850 they were
managing atotal of about 75 acres in mixed agricultural use  The land supported 10 cows and other
cattle, and fields of hay, Indian com, potatoes, and vegetables Over the third quarter of the century,
like many farms in the Chelmsford area, Solomon Byam's farm developed more of a specidty in
dairying. By 1870 he was sdlling milk to regiona markets and in that year produced the largest
amount of butter of any farmer intown, 820 pounds.

Solomon Byam was a shoamaker as well as a farmer, and probably had a smal shoeshop on the
property. In 1871, the Framingham and Lowell Railroad was built through the farm, passing north just
wes of the house on its way to Lowell. The South Chelmsford railroad depot wes erected directly
acrossthe road, and Solomon Byam became the first dationmagter, ajob he held until his degth a few
yeers later.

As noted above, over the years the inhabitants of 19 Maple Road were closdy connected with the
Chelmsford First Baptist Church (MHC# 214, 2-4 Maple Road). The Chelmsford Baptist Society wes
an early one in the region, founded in 1771, with its first mestinghouse built in South Chelmsford in
1772. Infact, by the middle of the 19* century, the areaaround the intersection of Maple Road and the

(continued)
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adjoining road to Acton, where the society erected its second medtinghouse in 1836, came to be known
& "Baptig Village." From the beginning, the Baptist society included many members of the Raobbins
Chamberlain, Adams, and Byam families. In his generation, Solomon Byam was the longtime church
sexton, its Clerk for 17 years, and Superintendent of the Baptist Sunday School for more than 11 years
Hannah Mariah Byam was aso degply involved with the church. She was an officer a the founding of
its Socid Circlein 1846, played a prominent role in the Sunday School, and was noted locally for her
devation to religiousworks and charitable causes

Solomon E. Byam was ds0 active in civic affairsat both the local and date levels. He was the town
Tax Callector for five years, was active in the Republican party, and saved as Slate Representative
from Chelmsford in 1864. He was dso one of the founding trustees of the 1859-1862 Chdmsford
Academy, aprivate school which succeaded the "dassicad school” begun in 1825 under the influence of
Ralph Wado Emerson.

Solomon and Hannah Mariah Byam occupied the farm longer than any other owners—he for
over 27 years, until his death in 1873, and she for more than 60 years. They had eight children,
one of whom, Rufus Edwin, died of consumption a 26 after serving inthe Civil War. A look
a the household in 1855 provides some clues about how the gpaces in the large farmhouse may
have been used by the large extended Byam family, which filled it with three generations in
much the same way that their predecessors had done. At that time, Solomon and Hannah
Mariah were both in their forties, and were rearing six children—3 girls and 3 boys—ranging
in age from one to 18. Thomas Minot Adams, then 45, would have occupied one room—
perhaps the southeast chamber, the smaller of the two bedrooms a the front of the house. Mrs.
Byam's 77 year-old mother also lived with them, and as an elderly person, she may have
occupied the first-story bedroom off the former leanto kitchen. Their boarder and hired hand, a
loca young man named Nathan Bean, might have dept in part of the ell or in one of the outbuildings,
and the older Byam children probably would have filled the rear second-gory rooms.

When Solomon died in 1873, the house and farm passed to the Byams son Frank Colby Byam (1848-
1933). Hannah Mariah continued to live there until her degth in 1909 & the age of 96, afew years after
e was honored as Chelmsford's oldest citizen. Thomas Minot Adams remained part of the household
aswell, until his death in 1895 a the ege of 84.

(continued)
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Since his teenege years, Frank Byam had worked the farm with his father and uncle, and a times with
his brothers. After Solomon's desth, Frank continued to raise cows and cattle, salling milk to market,
but he no longer produced butter for sde. By 1830 he was d<0 raising poultry and selling eggs and
maintained a szable gpple orchard from which he harvested severd hundred budhds of goples a year.
The 1914 Chdmsford tax list shows that he had two henhouses and awindmill, and owned both a bam
and ahorsebam. The "horse bam™ may refer to the smdler dable/carriagehouse & the eest end of the
ell.

In addition to running the family farm, Frank Byam followed his father as careteker of the nearby
Baptist Church, and as gation agent a the railroad depot acrossthe road. In that capacity, he saw the
railroad through severd changes in ownership, as the Framingham & Lowell was succesded by the
Bogton, Clinton, & Fitchburg Railroad, was subssquently absorbed by the Old Colony line, and later
became part of the New Y ork, New Haven, and Hartford. In 1895, Frank's son, Lyman, took over as
dation agent until the depot closed in 1921.

Like his father, Frank Byamwas active intown affairs. He sarved six years on the Chelmsford School
Committee, and was one of the town's early police officers. Inthe 1870s he was involved in the
organization of the South Chelmsford Village Improvement Association and in the congtruction of its
Liberty Hall (MHC #275. 318 Acton Road).

Frank Byam and his wife Amelia (Wetherbee) had three children, Lyman, Nettie, and Lucy. Amedlia
Byam died in 1925, and a the end of hislife Frank lived with Lyman inLowell. Inthe late 1920s and
early '30s, the family used the house mainly as a summer residence.

Later 20"'-centurv ownership. A year after Frank Byam's degth in 1933, the Byam children sold 20
aores of the farm, with the faamstead, to Glen R. and AbbieM. Blaisdell. Mr. Blaisddll was alocd
mail carrier. The Blaisdellsowned the property until 1946.

The next owners were George W. Nold, Jr., an eectrica engineer, and his wife, Virginia. They in
tum sold the property in 1953 to Richard and Condance R. Porter. Mr. Porter was an dectronics
engineer. The Porters, who gave the name "Redwing Farm' to the property, owned it for lessthan six
years During that time, however, they reduced it to 139 acres and did consderable restoration work
on the house.  Changes made by the Porters included stripping woodwork, replicating panding, ad
removing the partition that formed a pessage acrossthe rear kitchen ell.

(continued)
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In 1959, the Porters sold the property to G. Gordon Olsen, M.D. of Carlide, ahospital administrator.
He and his wife. Dr. Paula Olsen, continued the restoration of the house. Dr. Gordon Olson died in
1966. The Olsons had bought back a piece of land across the road in 1964, part of which was
subdivided into two house lots, and which ran with the title to the famstead until a least the mid-
1980s

Subsaquent owners of the Hildreth-Robbins House were contractor Thomas A. Maloney (from 1971to
1973), who lived there with his wife Jacqudine, and children Kathleen, a secretary, and son Thomes
J., acarpenter trained in historic restoration work. The Maoneys were succesded by court officer Leo
H. Bourgeault and his wife Lucille (1973-1976); and Dr. Michael Bartleson and his wife Donna, a
nurse, from 1976 to 1980. Dr. Bartleson owned the property solely after that time, and subsequently
with his second wife Nancy until his desth in 2000.

In the fall of 2002, the Town of Chelmsford purchasad the house and remaining farmstead from Nancy
Bartleson. At the time of the purchase the property was divided into two lots—1.32 acres with the
house and the small pond to the rear, and 12.6 acresto the eest and north. The larger piece will remain
& conservation land under the Town of Chelmsford, and the house and pond hes been sold to aprivate
owner under apreservation restriction.

Archaeologica Significance

Snce patems of ancient Native American sttlement in Chelmsford are poorly understood, any
surviving stes could be significant. Although numerous ancient Stes have been identified within the
overal Concord, Sudbury, and Asssbet River draineges, fewer Stes have been recorded along more
inland tributary sreams (including the Beaver and River Meadow Brook drainages), possibly reflecting
underreporting in this area or environmenta differences in the draineges. Ancient Native American
dtesinthe vicinity of the Hildreth-Robbins House may contribute important information that identifies
the range of functional and temporal variability between gtes in the Beaver/River Mesdow Brook
drainage ad their relationship to Native settlements dong the main drainage of the Concord and
Merrimack Rivers. Information may dso be present that clarifies the reationship and regiona
importance of Stes and resources dong the Beaver/River Meadow Brook drainege to larger tributaries
of the Merrimack River such as the Concord, Sudbury, and Assabet River drainages. Ancient Stes in
the vicinity of the Hildreth-Robbins House and the Beaver/River Meadow Brook drainege mey
represent a ssesond /functional agpect of asubssence and settlement systlem that focuses on larger

(continued)
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Stes dong the Merrimack River drainage and other tributaries listed above. Sitesin this areacan d<o
contain evidence of exchange between more interior portions of the Merrimack River drainege ad
downgtream coadd aress

Higtoric archaeologica resources described above may contribute important information rdated to the
architecture, complex socid history, and land use for two centuries of life on one of Chedmsford's
principal 18* and 19* century farms. Additional documentary research and architectura investigation
combined with archaeological survey and testing may contribute important evidence on the exact dae
of congmction for the house and the identity of its first inhabitants. Congruction features and
gmctura evidence associated with the house, bams, and outbuildings may contribute important
evidence that identifieswhen and where specific dmctures were built and the role they played inthe
changing farmstead over time. Inconclusive architectura investigation currently indicates the house
daesto the 1730sor early 1740s however, archaeologicad research and architectural sudy of portions
of the house not currently visible may find that portions of the ssmcture were congmcted earlier.
Stmctural evidence of severa bams and outbuildings known to have existed on the property may
survive inthe vicinity of the house. A freestanding bam was originally located neer the road southeest
of thehouse A com bam was dso located inthisarea A late 18* century blacksmith shop, not extart,
aso good esdt of the house. A windmill was dso originally present on the farm.

Detailed andysis of the contents of occupationd-related features (trash pits, privies, wells) may d<o
contribute important information related to the socid, cultural and economic characterigics of the
farm's inhabitants and activifies that occurred in the many stmctures located on the parcd.
Archaeological features may exist that contain the exclusve detritus of specific families and/or
individuals. Stratified archaeologica remains may a0 exist that document the changes & the house
from one family, occupation, or function to another. Important information may adso exig tha
documents the life and living conditions of boarders or hired hands known to have been living ad
working on the farm during the Byam period of ownership. Stmctural evidence of outbuildings
combined with evidence from occupationd-rdated featuresmay dso help document the function of
specific dructures and the role they played in the agricultural evolution of the farm, as well as the
importance of manufacturing and commercia activities over time, and with different families.
Important evidence may exist that documents the relation of the blacksmith shop to agricultura
production over time and its importance to the economy of saverd familieswho ussd the shop in the
18* and 19* centuries. Important technological information may o exist related to blacksmithing

(continued)
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technologies over two centuries and the types of items that were manufactured or repaired. Structura
evidence assodaed with the house, outbuildingsand the contents of occupeationd-related festures may
a0 contribute important evidence that indicates where shoe manufacture was conducted on the farm,
what was manufactured and the relationship of shoe making to the more important agriculturd
production. Stmctura evidence assodaed with the house outbuildings, and the contents of
occupationd-rdated feetures may dso contribute evidence that documents the use of the house as a
tavem during the Loring period of ownership.

(end)
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Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 1.32 acres

UTM References

(Place additional UTIV1 references on a continuation sheet)

1. 19 304640 47 15760

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
4.
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundahes of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameltitle Anne Forbes, consultant, with Betsv Friedberg. National Register Director, MHC
organization. Massachusetts Historical Commission date October 2006
drest & numbe 220 Morrissey Blvd. telephone  617-727-8470
aty or toan Boston state Massachusetts zipcode 02125

Additional Documentation

Suomit the falowing items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with tile SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Robert C. Morse
dregt & numbe 45 Clarissa Road tdephone
dty or toan Chelmsford state MA Zip code 01824-3188

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request Is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours perresponse including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA, continued

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundaries of the nominated property are those of the parcd shown as Parcd 393/2, Chdmsford
Asesors Map 116, a 19 Maple Road;, dso shown & "Lot 1" on "Pan of Land in Chemsford,”
Middlesex North Registry of Deads Book 209 Page 136, recorded October 17, 2002.

Boundary Justification

The Nationa Regiger boundaries encompess the entire parcd on which the Hildreth-Robbins House
dands

(End)
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RESOURCE COUNT

C =contributing; NC = non-contributing
B= building; O = object; Si = site;
St = structure

MAP# NAME OR DESCRIPTION DATE STATUS  TYPE
1 Hildreth-Robbins House 1730s-ealy 1740s C B
2 Fiddgtone wall along road ca early 1 Q" -cantury C S
3 Driveway 19* century C S
4 Granite hitching post 19* century C 0
5 Cart/livestock rampl/retaining wall 2""half, 19* century C S
6 Fddgone retaining wall and geps ca ealy 20" century C S
7 Pond ca 19* century C Si
8 Granite block 19* century C (@]
TOTAL RESOURCE COUNT: Contributing Non-contributing
BUILDINGS 1 0
STRUCTURES: 4 0
OBXECTS, 2 0
SITES: 1 0

TOTAL: 8 TOTAL:
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PHOTOGRAPHS

Unless otherwise noted, al photographs by Anne Forbes.

8 X 10" photographs

a P w DR

View looking north: south facades, 2003

View northwest: south and eedt facades, main block, 2003
Southeedt first-story room: fireplace wall, 2003

Southwest first-story room: fireplacewall, 2003

Lobby entrance, 2003

4 X 6" supplementary photographs

BREB©O®N®

View north to south faBade of ell and bam, 2005

View northeast with greenhouse, west entry addition, and west elevation of main block, 2004
View south to rear wall of main block, with later additions, 2004

View south to reer devation of ell, 2003

. View southwest with bam ramp and southeest comer of bam, 2004

. View north-northeast over goneretaining wall and steps, overlooking pond, 2004
. Firgt story: rear (leanto) kitchen looking southwest, 2005

. Firgt story: looking eest into rear kitchen from northwest pantry/bedroom, 2005

. Seocond story, southeest chamber: fireplace wall, 2004

. Second gtory, southwest chamber: fireplace wall 2004

16.
17.

Second gory, southwest chamber:  chalk graffiti onjoist 2004
Second gtory: rear chamber south wall, 2004
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusdtts Historical Commission

October 12, 2006

Dr. John Roberts

National Regiger of Historic Flaces
Department of the hiterior

National Park Service

1201 Eye Strest, NW 8 floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Dr. Roberts:
Endosad please find the following nomination form:
Hildreth-Robbins House, 19 Maple Road, Chelmsford (Middlesex), MA

The nomination has been voted digible by the State Review Board and has been dgned by the
State Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending Sate
Review Board consideration 30 to 45 daysbefore the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Sncerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regigter Director
Massachusatts Historical Commission

encdosure

cC Ame Forbes, presarvation conaultant
Robat C. Mo
Linda Presoott, Chdmdford Higtoricd Commisson
Miched McCall, Board of Sdettmen
Chales Wojtas, FHanning Board

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.sec.gate maus'mhc



