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5. Classifiration
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
X private X building{s)
_ public-local _ district
_ public-State _site
_ public-Federal _ structure
_ Object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling

7. Dftscription

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from Instructions)

MID 19* CENTURY: Greek Revival

Narrative Description

Berkshire, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not Include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 .building
J_ sites
. structures
objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

VACANT: not in use

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation STONE

walls WOOD: weatherboard

roof. ASPHAI T

other.
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Narrative Description

Setting

The Samud Harrison House is located on the eedt Sde of Third Street, north of Lake Street in the City of
Pittsfield, Berkshire County, Massachusetts.  The property is Stuated in an urban residentia district located
in the northeest quadrant of Pittsfield's compact plan that deveoped gradually during the nineteenth century
as aworking-class neighborhood for craftsmen, mechanics and laborers. Third Street is a the rear of this
plan, three blocks removed from Pittsfield'smain dreet. 1tis short and doesnot connect to any of the city's
principa thoroughfares. Onits south end, it terminates a Fenn Street, one block short of reaching Eadt
Stredt, the city's eestem gateway. Therailroad truncates Third Stret a its north end; there isno crossng.
Lake Stret bisects Third Street into two blocks. Parcds on the eest Sde of Third Streets are larger and more
variableinshgpe Lotsaong Third Street are narrow and rectangular withfrontagesranging from 50to 70
feet. Lotsare 100 feet degp on the west Sde of the drest and 150 feet on the east Sde, where the Samud
Harrison House islocated.

Silver Lake, alarge naturd body of water, liesjust eedt of Fourth Street (giving meaning to the name of Leke
Street), and the grest and |ot plans disintegrate as they gpproach this distinctive geographica feature. The
topography of the areais part of the depresson containing the lake, and is evident inthe way it dopesrather
sharply from the west to eedt. Lotsonthewest Sde of Third Stiret are a ahigher eevation than those onthe
eedt Sde, and many of them have been filled and re-graded to flatten the terrain. The Samud Harrison House
lot conforms to thisincline; the rear parcd line isquite abit lower than the dredt.

Houses are dted a the front of their lotswith dight set-backs creating small front yards. Not al are centered
dong theirfrontages; some houses, like the Samud Harrison House, are Sted dose to asde lot line creeting
alarger sdeyard. Still, there are Szegble goaoesin between houses. Generdly, these housssare 1z -2
dories in height with gable endsoriented to the dreet. Certain house formsand plan are repeated in the
dredscape many are variants of the upright-and-wing type, which were popular working-class house
designs during the mid- and late-19"* century. The houseson Third Stregt are universally built of wood and
clgpboarded. The Samud Harrison House issimilar in gopearanceto a leest four other housesvisiblefromit
adong Third Strest.

House Form

The Samud Harrison House is 23 feet wide acrossitsfront, dreet faBade and 32 feet long into the lot. It is
composad of a1l /2-gory, front-gable upright block and aone-gtory porch wing with ashed roof dong the
south sde devation. (PHOTO 1) Thewalls are covered with narrow horizontal dagpboards with smple

(continued)
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comer boards. Fenedtration is symmetrical on the facade with two windows on each level; the second-dory
windows are smdler than those on the ground floor, reflecting different ceiling height within. Onthe other
devations, windows are placed in relation to the interior plan. (PHOTOS 2 & 3) The entrance to the house
islocated in the west wall of the one-gtory wing, recessed under ashort porch notched into the comer. The
housewas erected on afull basement with mortared, cut gonewalls on its north, west, and south Sdes The
dope of the lot exposad the basement to grade on itsrear, eedt facade; this basament wall was congmcted of
wood like theregt of thehouse. (PHOTO 3) A low-pitched gable roof covers the main rectangular block of
the house with itsridgeparald to the sdes and gable end facing the dreet. The raking edge of the roof on
the dret fafade is embd lished with aprojecting Gresk Revival-style comice with short retums & the bese
The comice extends aong the Sde devations under the overhang of theroof The srest end of theporchis a
solid wood wall with adoorway that is dso distinguished with Greek Revival omament. The raking edge of
the wing roof has an daborated comice identical to the main roof, but with afiill retum creating a half-
pediment. Thisfeatureis supported a the comer by asimplified Doric pillar. Like the man block, the
comice continues along the eave of thewing's south eevation. (PHOTO 1)

Sructure

The house was constmcted using vertical planks as astmctura system. Inan urban, industria-era gpplication
of awdl-established 18"-century westem New England tradition, this example was built without postsof any
kind, much lessany vedtigial connection to historic houseframejoinery. Presumably, the other smilar
houses on the dret are built in the samefashion. Y e, there is no established architectura context in the city
in which to determine if this was acommon or unusud practice for the architecturd type or period.

The planks are gpproximately 1" thick and are about 12" wide onthe average. They were savn with a
circular blade, which assodate the house with an advanced saw mill technology uncommon for the
antebdlum era The boards extend from the basament to the attic. (PHOTO 4) At the bottom, they are
nailed to heavy, hewn silisthat arejoined a the comers, and they are nailed to lighter hewn plates & the top.
Comers were made by overlapping the ends of the planks and nailing them fast. Unlike 1 SN-century vertical
plank houses, there are no postsjoined to the sills and plates a the comers and openings to reinforce the
planks & dress points. Medial girtswere nailed acrossthe boards neer their center to add rigidity to the walls
and support second-floor joists. Sgparate planks were nailed in the gable gpoaces and to form the rear
basement-leve wall. Once erected, the walls were further solidified by battens nailed over the ingde of the
vertical joints between the planks. These battens were the same, 1" thickness as the planks but were only
one-third to one-half as wide. Wood lath was nailed across these battens and formed the foundation for
plaster to complete the interior surface of thewall. Onthe exterior, wood dagpboards were nalled across the
vertical boards to sed the house and complete the rigid, lattice stmctural sandwich of thewall. The housgs
wall sysem iscompletely intact. Wood dagpboards on therear (eaest) wall have been covered with agphdt
shingles (PHOTO 3)

(continued)
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Theroof was framed inaconventional manner with sawn rafters nailed to the plates and to athinri dgeboard.
A board deck was nailed acrossthe rafters, using thinner planks than those usad in the walls, and wood
shingles were agpplied to the exterior. The present top layer of the roof surface is composed of agphdt
shingles. Window openings were cut into the plank walls. Board surrounds nailed to the insde and outside
aurfaces of the walls created a goacewhere vertical diding sash unitswere ingtalled. Original window szeh,
containing sx-panes of glass, survive only in the eest wall of the basament. Thesewere replaced dsewhere
in the house by two-pane saehes a the tum-of-the-century. The present windows are metd frame
replacement sesh with insulated glass. Exterior doors, of which there are only two, were ingtadled in the
plank wall inasmilar maimer. The principa entrance, on the recessad west elevation of the south-sde wing,
hes bean replaced with an insulated, metal-clad door. The doorway in the rear wall a the besament levd is
essentidly intact, dthough the six-pane wooden door is not original.

Plan

The Samud Harrison House has an asymmetrica three-room plan that is repeated in variable dimensons on
al three levelsof the house. Onthe principal, ground floor, there isaparlor, roughly 16" x 11 Vi'., in the front
of the plan; alarger, living room, approximately 12" x 18'., in the southeast comer; and asmal bed chamber,
9' X 10'.,in the northeest comer. (FIG. 1) A stairway and corridor are positioned between the parlor and the
chamber in the center of the north sde of the plan. The house's only chimneyri sesthrough the planin the
southwest comer of the chamber. The parlor and the chamber are contained in the main block of the house
while the living room extends into the wing section of the house. Thefront portion of thewing hes no
outsde wall and functions as aporch, with the south sde of the main block serving as the exterior exposure.
Thiswall contains awindow lighting the parlor. The entrance to the houseis located a the east end of the
porch, and it entersinto the living room. The living room isthe principal soecein the plan and is connected
to al the other parts of the house.

The second-floor plan issimilar to the first in that it hes asngle room acrossthe front of the house and two
in the rear with astair and corridor in between. (FIG. 2) Theplanissmdler, ance it doesnat includethe
goece provided in the wing on the lower floors. A partition has been added in the front room to cregte a
bathroom on the south sde of the goace. Another was erected paralld to the sair wall to creaete a corridor
connecting the bathroom to the dairs and creeting asmadler chamber in the front of the house. Any evidence
of an endosure or doorway erected a the stair landing prior to this point to provide privacy for the front
goace has been conceded behind later floor and ceiling surfaces. 1tispossible that the later materids are dso
conceding evidence of a partition dividing this large goeceinto two smaler rooms such as in the rear of the
plan. Thetwo rear chambers were fully endased with doors opening onto asmall corridor behind the sairs.
The south bed chamber was larger, as the corridor took goece from the north chamber.  The south chamber
d=0 hes adosat, which occupies a smal areabetween the tair shaft and the south wall of thehouse The
partition between the north and south chambers isnot aigned with the partition between the common room

(continued)
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and the chamber below it. It bisects the narrower width of the second-floor plan and is positioned north of
the onebdow it. Therefore, the chimney is expasad in the south chamber above, rather than in the north
chamber below.

The plan of the basament isdso divided into three goacessimilar to those of the upper floors. The besamant
room in the front of the houseis subterranean, and likely functioned as Sorage goece for foods and other
provisons. Thelargerear goacein the southeest comer of the basament, where the basameant extended under
the wing, was aliving specethat gopearsto have originally functioned as akitchen for the house The room
in the northeest comer of the plan had no windows and sarved an undetermined purpose. A Szegble geble-
roof shed was atached to the north Sde of the eat eevation of the basament using an extension of the sone
foundation/retaining wall as itsnorth devation. (PHOTOS3& 4) Nothing remains of this Sructure exoept
its outline on the housewall and the north retaining wall. Although it was clearly an adjunct to the kitchen
goece, the functionit served (work gpace, wood orage, anima housing) is not clear. The attic hes no floor or
partitions and was uninhabited.

Interior Finishes

Theinterior of the Samud Harrison House wasfinishedin athorough and restrained manner. All the walls
and ceilings of living goaces on all three levelswere plagtered. Those walls that are still exposaed have a white
plaster coat with painted finish. Standard-width pine boards were ussd to meke the floors. Square-edged
pine trim was usad to form smple surrounds for al the windows. Plain, square blocks distinguished the
upper comers. Door surrounds were beaded on their insde edges. Four-pand doors mounted on iron buitt
hinges and mortised laiches filled the openings. Basgboards were made from similar, square-edged lumber.

A trabeated mantle framing afalse fireplace on the eest wall of the parlor isthe only omamenta object in the
house (PHOTO 5) It formed abackdrop for a sove that was probably vented through the ceiling and into
the chimney a the attic level.

New materids have been applied over wall, celling and floor surfaces in mos cases. On the ground floor,
walls in both the parlor and bedchamber have been covered with wood-grained sheet paneling. A new
plaster-board layer has been added over the parlor celling; the plaster ceiling remains exposad in the rear
chamber. Thewalls and ceiling in the living room have been resurfaced anumber of times as the kitchen that
now occupies the goece hes been upgraded and remodded over the yeers (PHOTO 6) Origind plager
materia survives undemesth. Even the corridor to the besement stairs has been encassd in new wall and
ceiling materids. A new layer of flooring covers the entire first-floor level. All rooms now have narrow-
width tongue-and-groove flooring. A pine materid is used throughout, with the exception of the parlor,
which employs ok boards. The stairway is intact with its plagter walls and wooden treeds and risers. The
only origina door survives inthe parlor doorway; al other doors have been replaced or removed, particularly
the door to the exterior, which is ametd-clad insulated replacement door. All the windows have been
smilarly replaced with metd frame ssshes

(continued)
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The second floor was finished with wall and trim materids similar to the ground floor, and it hes experienced
the same additions of sheet paneling on the wallsand ceilings and new flooring. The partition introduced to
create the bathroom and the passageway leading to it were constmcted of plaster board. Like the kitchen, the
bathroom has undergone anumber of resurfacing and remodeling efforts since its gopearance in the house
Windows on this level have been replaced with metal saeh units with the exception of that a the north end of
the west wall. Thisopening still contains apair of two-pane wood saehes the second-gengraion fenedtration
in the house.

The basament has been goared any significant dteration. The wallsin the basament kitchen goece have a
beaded board wainscoting, which gopearsto have been the only location for this utilitarian trestment in the
house Plager walls and ceilings, though deteriorated, are intact in both rear rooms, the origina board floor
adso survives. Origina trim, doors and windows are present. A replacement six-pand door hes bean insarted
in the exit in the rear (eest) wall of the kitchen, and 6/6 seshessurvivein the window next to it.

Lot and Yard

Theoriginal 66' x 150" ot on which Samud Harrison's housewas built in 1858 remains intact, it wes
divided into two equd parcdswhen he conveyed the eestem half to his daughter in 1888, but it hes remained
in family ownership. The house his daughter built on thisrear parcd incal892 no longer exigts, 0 the
current gppearance of the property is consstent with itsperiod of significance. It is not known if any other
bams or sheds were built on the ot except the one atached to the rear of the house. There would have beena
privy that probably was used well into the twentieth century, but its location hes not been identified. 1t may
have bean incorporated into the outbuilding atached to the house.

Rev. Harrison wrote that he maintained a garden on the Third Street lot from the time he purchased it in
1852. Fiveyearslater, when he built the house, he presumably kept up his gardening somewhere a therear
of the property where the land wasflatter than in the front. Itislikely that adriveway went from the south
end of the Third Street frontageto the rear of the houseand the lot. Thiswas desded as aright-of-waywhen
the lot was subdivided in 1888. With the subdivision and the constmction of the second house a the rear of
the lot, the landscape changed significantly. The dte of this houseis asignificant archeologica component
of the property. Morerecently, the area dong the south end of the streetfrontagehas been filled and to
provide off-street parking for two automobiles. The owners of the neighboring property to the north
congmcted aconcrete retaining wall and leveled the lot. The site of the second house hes grown up with
trees. Theintermediate soaceinthe lot has becomethick with underbmsh as has the open areasouth of the
housa

(continued)
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Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American Stes are located on the Harrison House property, stesmay be present.
Four dtesare knowninthe generd aea(within one mile). Prior to urban deveopment, environmenta
characteridics of the property probably represented locationd criteria(dope, soil drainage, proximity to
wetlands) that were favorable for the presence of Native Stes. Constmction of two houseson the lot, rdated
grading, and filling have obscured natura soil characteristics and topography of the property; however, bassd
on neighboring properties and the glacia history of the area, well drained soils and leve to moderate dope
characterized the lot. The property is dso located within 1,000 feet of Silver Lake, anaturd body of water
within the Housatonic River drainage. The Ead Branch of the Housatonic River is located gpproximetdy
one-haf mile south of the property. Given the aboveinformation and the small sze of the parcd (0.23
acres), alow potentia exigts for locating significant ancient Nafive American resources on the Samud
Harrison House property.

A high potential exigts for locating historic archaeologica resources on the Harrison House property. In 1888
Harrison conveyed the eestem half or rear portion of the property to his daughter who built ahouseon the
property in cal892. Stmctural evidence may exist from that house and related outbuildingsthat were
demolished sometime inthe 20" century. Stmctura evidence may aso exist from agable roof shed that was
originaly atached to the rear of the Harrison home. Stmctura evidence of additiona outbuildings rdated to
the Harrison House may survive. Occupationd related features (trash pits, privies, wells) assodated with
both the Harrison House and daughter's house may survive anywhere on the small lot. 1t isconjectured a
privy assodated with the Harrison House that was probably used well into the 20" century may have been
incorporated into the outbuilding attached to the rear of the house noted above.

(end)
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Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

_ A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

JE B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X-C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mari< "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

0 a birthplace or grave.

D acemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bihiiographlral Refert>nr.es

Berkshire, IVIA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture
Ethnic Heritage

Military

Social History

Period of Significance
1858-1900

Significant Dates
1858

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Samuel Harrison

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder

unknown
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_ Other
Name of repository:
Pittsfield Historical Commission
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Statement of Significance

Summary

The Samud Harrison House is significant & the local, date, and nationa levels under Nationd Register
CriteriaB and C. In the first ingance the property is significant for its associations with Samud Harrison
(1818-1900), an African-American clergyman who contributed an important voice to the philosophical and
political debate over the issue of racerelations inthe City of Pittsfield, the Commonwedth of Massachuseits
and a the nationa level during the lagt half of the 19" century. Harrison's persond experience, which
extended from birth in davery to active participation in the national movement to end davery in the South, is
agory of nationa scope and significance. The example of hislife and endeavors are documented in his own
doquent publications and the work oflater biographers including, more recently, adocumentary filmmaker.

Apprenticed to aPhiladelphia shoemaker & age nine years, shortly after he and his mother were manumitted,
Harrison had areligious awakening that led him to commit himself to the ministry. In 1836 Harrison joined
the American Colonidization Society and enrolled in Gerrit Smith's manud labor school for blacksin
Peterboro, New Y ork. When the school folded afew months following his arrival, Harrison enrolled in the
Wesem Reserve College in Hudson, Ohio, which was a center for anti-davery activity and supported an
interracial school. The college was a the center of debate between the Colonizationaists and the
Abolitionists. It was during this period that Harrison became fully awvare of the Abolition Movement.
Disgppointed with his education there, he retumed to Philadelphia and resumed his shoemeking trede, where
he becameincreasingly discouraged with recerelations.

At the urging of aPeterboro dassmate, Harrison, now married and with family, relocated to Newark, New
Jarsey where conditions were gpparently better. 1t was inthis city where he was trained and licensed to
preach by the Newark Preshytery. The Second Congregational Church of Pittsfield was hisfirstministeria
position, which he began in 1850 and with the exception aten-year period of peregrinations during the Civil
War period, it remained his congregation until his desth in 1900. It was herethat he established himself es

* an doquent preacher of indgpendence and salf-worth to his Afiican-American brethren

» awdl-respected advocate for his community with the white establishment, including Massachusetts
govemors and the Lincoln adminigtration in Washington, D.C.

e an adent and outspoken abolitionist

» asource of encouragement for black soldiers incombat inthe Civil War and chaplain of the 4™
Massechusetts Regiment

» atirdess public gpesker and joumalist for the equality of races

» arolemodd for the dignity of African Americans

The house Samud Harrison owned & 80 Third Street was his home from 1858 until his deeth, and in addition
to being alandmark representing his place in history, it is architecturally significant as the representation of

(continued)
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an African American's lifestyle and position inthe community. Located in aworking-class section of
Pittsfield that was populated with amix of immigrant and native groups during his occupancy, the house
documents Harrison's integration in and interaction with white society. 1naddition, property and home
ownership was an important datusthat Harrison urged the Afiican-American community to acquire. He d<o
usd hispersond  experiences with his neighbors to formulate, as well as illustrate, his commentary on race
relaions. Harrison reflected on the comfort and stability he enjoyed in his domegtic life in many of his
srmons and essays and he conveyed these vaues to his heirs, who continued to live in and around the house
in the Third Street neighborhood long after his degth.

The property isdso significant as a distinctive example of progressve working dass housng consgmcted
during the mid-19"~ century in industrial towns like Pittsfield. Following published modds and usng modem
and economica building methods, these affordable dwellings allowed poorer people, like Samud Harrison,
to own their own homesand live in greatly improved conditions. Similar to many other housssin its
neighborhood, it dso exemplifiesthe savings of mass-production inthe constmction of gpeculative housing
for the lower dasses Harrison's association with this particular house provides apersond history thet
conveys agreater understanding of the design and function of these vemacular dwellings.

The Samud Harrison House retains itsintegrity of location, design, materids, fegling, and association.
Because of Samud Harrison's broader associationswith the Abolition Movement and Civil War
participation, this property isnominated a anationa level of significance, as well as the loca and date
levels. Bomindavery and actively involved innationa events a numerous points in hislife, Harrisonis a
figure whose story resonateswith the African American experience throughout the United States

Rev. Samuel Harrison

Samud Harrison's life and work iswell documented by anumber of sermons and newspaper opinion pieces
he wrote, as well as an autobiography he published in Pittsfield inthe later yearsof hislife. Therecord dso
includes his obituary and references in the published history of Pittsfield. He hes dso bean the subject of a
leest one scholarly article, written by Williams College Professor Dennis Dickerson in a 1982 anthology

titled Black Apostles a& Home and Abroad; Afro-Americans and the Christian Mission from the Revolution
to Reconstmction (sse bibliography). A brief review of Harrison's life followsto establish his significance in
history and document his association with the house!

Samud Harrison was bom in Philade phiaon April 15, 1818, Hisparents, William and Jennie Harrison,
were daves owned by the John Bolton family of Savannah, Georgia. Within three yearsof hishirth,
Samud's father had died, and he and his mother moved north with the Boltonsto New York City where they
were manumitted. While in New Y ork, Jennie Harrison remarried, athough she continued to work esa

(continued)
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svantt to the Boltons. In 1827 Samud was gpprenticed to an uncle in Philadel phia to leam the shoemaking
trade. Although only nine years of age, it was deamed best to sgparate Samud from his abusve, dcohaolic
dep-father. The family situation became such that his mother joined himin Philade phia shortly after.
Samud toiled for long hours a his shoemaker's bench and, as ayoung man, therewes little dse congmctive
to engage him in his sparetime. He was motivated by his mother to ssek membership inachurch, and in
1835 hejoined the Second Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia. While there, he decided to enter the
ministry.

Samud's religious awakening prompted him to ssek aformal education. 1n 1836 hejoined the American
Education Society and enrolled in Garrit Smith's manud labor school in Peterboro, New York. This Utopian
interracial school folded within months of Samud's arrival, and from there he sojoumed to the Westem
Reserve College in Hudson, Ohio to resume his studies. From his recollections, his experience therewas
more labor than education, and after two fmstrating years, he retumed to Philadel phia and resumed working
in the shoemaking trade there. Shortly after, Samud met and married Ellen Rhodes, an orphan of daves from
Ddawvare. With thesenew responsibilities, he endeavored to st up his own shop and eam hisliving
independently. Although he was successful financially, Samud was not happy with racerdationsin
Philadelphia. A dassmate from the Peterboro school, E.P. Rogers, persuaded Samud that the climate of
tolerance in Newark, New Jersey was better, 30 he moved his busness and family there in 1847. Rogarswes
aminister in aPresbyterian church for African Americans in Newark, and he hdped Samud prepare for the
ministry. 1n 1848 Harrison was licensed to preach by the Newark Presbytery, an interim stgp to ordination.
He traveled throughout New Jersey evangelizing. The following year, Rogersinformed Samud that the
Second Congregationa Church in Pittsfield, Massachusetts was seeking aminister to fill its pulpit and urged
him to apply. The church offered Samud the position, and in 1850 the Harrison family moved to Pittsfield.

The Berkshire Association of Congregationad Ministers quickly ordained Samuel, and he st out to enlarge
the small congregation and rebuild the sagging church. For the next eight years, the Harrisons lived in five
rented rooms in one-half of a dwelling houseon Third Street. Towards the end of 1852 he purchesed alot on
Third Strest for $50 from Dr. John M. Brewde”® Brewster was awell-respected physician in Pittsfield who
the History of Pittsfield described as an ardent abolitionist.” A review of desdsindexes revedsthat he hed
bought numerous lots on Third and Fourth Streetsin 1850, 1851, and 1852, the yearsthe city was expanding
into the area. Whether Brewster's motives were capitalist or altmistic is not known, but he clearly offered the
Third Street property to Harrison on very favorableterms. Harrison paid only half of what the lot had cost
Brewster in 1850, and according to Harrison, "l had not adollar to pay onit, but | was given adead by the

(continued)

~ Berkshire County Deeds & Mortgages, Book 132, Page 411.

N Onpege 412 itiswritten: "Among the most active of the early anti-davery men of PFittsfield, was Dr. John Milton Brewster, ason
of Dr. Oliver Brewster, the surgeon of Col. Brown's regiment a Stone Arabia, and a descendant of Elder Brewster of the Plymoth
Colony."
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man who owned it. After awhile the church paid me some money and, as afirst payment, | tumed over to
the owner of the lot forty dollars."™ 1t might be surmised that Brewster extended similar deglsto other
African Americans, but athough the coincidence of hisred edatetransactions and abolitionist activity
warrants closer examination, census and directory records do not indicate that any black families exoept the
Harrisons lived in the neighborhood.

It took five or sx yearsfor Samud Harrison to afford to build ahouse. He had subdivided the lot in 1856
and s0ld the northem half to John Mehan for 50 dollars, but he finally hed to rely on charity to achieve
homeowner datus”

/planted the lotyear after year. But | wasrestless; | waspaying rent but had nothing to show
but receipts...So | went to thelate Governor G.N. Briggs and stated to him my plan, which
was to getfour gentlemen to lend me two hundred dollars, fifty dollars to get the lumber, or
part of it, ontheground, and | would give alien on it, as| had secured a building lot.

Without the least hesitation he said, 7 will loanyoufifty dollars. Go among your abolition
friends and secure thebalance. '...1 did go around and secured a nucleus in moneyfor a home
for myfamily. Inthefall of 1858 we moved into a house we could call our own. | supposel
was in debt about one hundred andfifty dollars, to three personsfifty dollars each.

In 1860 he was able to secure a $150 mortgage from the Berkshire County Savings Bank to pay off his
persond debts from congtmcting the house” This gpparently early and unusud transaction between abank
and an African-American should be examined more closdly in the context of antebdlum recerdations in
Pittsfield. Of interest hereisthat Samud Harrison treats the event matter-of-factly in his autobiography.
Rather than consdering his obtaining abank mortgage as alandmark occurrence, he complained that it wasa
"financial blunder." He gtated in his autobiography that he was unhappy in having to pay "not far from one
hundred dollars of interet” to the bank.*

After finishing his own house, he tumed his attention to the church, which had become quite dilapidated.
"The building was dmogt flat on the ground; you could see the ground through the cracks inthe floor." He
chdlenged the congregation to raise $100 among themsalves, which he would match "among our friends out
of town." A basement was built andfinishedunder the church, where they held services until the ssnctuary
wes renovated. New pewswere ingtalled, and the improvements "mede our church more comfortable and
redly inviting."”

(continued)

* Rev. Samud Harrison. HisLife Story, AsTold By Himsdlf. (1899) 21.
' Berkshire County Deeds & Mortgages, Book 152, Page 370.

* Rev. Samud Harrison. HisLife Story. AsTold By Himself. 22.

~ Berkshire County Deeds & Mortgages, Book 166, Pege 41.

*22.

'Ibid.
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Following an unexplained controversy within the Second Congregationa Church, Samud Harrison abmptly
retired from the pulpit in 1862. He remained in Pittsfield and found employment with the Nationa
Freedmen'sRelief Society to raise fundsfor freed daves of the sea idands of South Carolina. In the
following yeer, the legendary 54" Massachusetts Regiment, made up entirely of African Americans (exoept
for their commander, R.G. Shaw), had met with disagter in the battle for Fort Wagner in South Carolina
Gov. John A. Andrew, who was visiting neerby Lenox to extend with his condolencesto Shaw'swidow, aso
aranged to meat with Samud Harrison to request that he travel to South Carolinato express the sympathy of
the Commonwedth to the survivorsthere. Harrison was gpprehensive about traveling to the South, but he
agreaed. After atroubling trip where he was subjected to the pregjudice of aracist ship captain, to which he
devoted significant goacein his autobiography, he discharged his duties honorably. Thiswas one of the
defining experiences of Samud Harrison's life, and his mission devated his satusin the history of interracia
rdations in Massachusetts

Within afew months. Gov. Andrew offered him acommission as the regiment's chaplain. Although he was
feding terribly vulnerable and homesick, he was honored by the request and retumed to Massachusdits to
acogpt the commission. His second trip, with the same captain, was not as trying as the first, which he again
expounded upon in his autobiography. Harrison found it hard ministering to soldiers. He remarked on the
futility of persuading idle soldiers of the sins of gambling and liquor. But he was more concemed with the
racism he encountered in the Union Army. The issuerevolved around a paymeder'srefusal to issue his pay
because of hisbeing black. 1t was medeall the more stressful because he felt responsible for getting money
home to support his family in Pittsfield. Harrison gppeded his caseall the way to the White House, where a
directive was finally issued to addressthis discrimination. He eventually received his pay, dthough & a
lesser rate than white chaplains. The combination of this aggravation, homesickness, and squdid living
conditions became manifested inillness, and in 1864 Samud Harrison resgned his commisson and retumed
home to Massachusetts, where he wias granted an honorable discharge.

He resumed hiswork with the National Freedmen's Relief Society until the following year (1865) when he
acogpted acall to aCongregationa church in Newport, Rhode Idand. This move began the sevenryear
period where a ssemingly disillusioned Harrison wandered from Pittsfield in seerch of a more satisfying
religious vocafion. During this period, however, he did not atempt to sdll his Fittsfield home, asif heleft
there hoping to retum. He found Newport "over churched” (there were three African-American churches
with congregations too small to support them) and having "too little spirituality.” One yeer later, hewasin
the pulpit of the Sanford Street Congregationa Church in Springfield, Massachusetts. After threeyears in
Springfield Harrison picked up roots again and moved to Portland, Maine and ministered to the Fourth
Congregationa Church there.

Samud Harrison was ahighly visiblefigurein the New England Congregational Church network, among
(continued)



United States Department of the Interior
National Parl< Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet
Samud Harrison House
Pittsfield (Berkshire), MA
Section number — Page — N —

black and white congregations alike, and, presumably, inthe broader New England African-American
community, as awhole. Hewas in great demand as apreacher, which is one reeson why he was presanted
with 0 many inducements to move from church to church, but he dso had awide reputation as an orator and
essayid in the cause of black advancement and racerdlations that made him apopular figurein abolitionist
circles. Hewas quite successful inraising money for his home, his churches, and for the plight offreedand
mnaway daves, and he persondly atracted the charity of thewhite establishment. He seams to have hed a
remarkable chariama for both races; amodd citizen in every regard.

Y et, Samud Harrison was a fbastrated man. For al his good work, he received little reward,financiallyor
spiritualy. Hischurches failed to pay him the modest sdaries they promised, and his congregetions were not
spiritualyrigorousenough for him. One reason he left the church in Newport, Rhode Idand was thet people
in his congregation did not attend an important church meeting because of asocid event. He found that he
could not mugter the self-discipline or commitment in them to work on their spiritual advancement and
overcome racediscrimination. Clearly he had unredistic expectations that ultimately placed him a odds
with hisemployers. Persondly, he toiled long hours (he may have continued to supplement his incomewith
shoerepair, wherever he went) and put his family a risk with hisfinancial instability. He frequently nesded
to acoept giftsof money and goods (white admirers in Springfield chipped in and bought him anew winter
coat after noticing how threadbare his was), and this must have been humiliating for him, particularly ashe
grew older. Thisdouble sandard that kept him trapped in a sscond-dass, dependant position in society
weighed heavy onhim. Samud Harrison and his family were still poor. The contradiction of his fame and
his poverty would not have been lost on him, humble and pious as he was. Only his faith hdped him kegp
perspective on his condition and gave him the patience to persevere.

In 1872 Harrison was invited to fill the pulpit of the Sescond Congregationa Churchin Pittsfield once more,
after atenryear hiatus. By thistime he was 54 yearsof age and ready to settle back inthe city that gave him
his gart. For the next 28 years, until his desth in 1900, he preached a the church and lived in the house he
built on Third Street. Hedid not retire from the larger causeof civil rights, however. In 1874 he published a
samon he ddlivered entitled Pittsfield: Twenty-Five Years Ago, in which he documented the conditions of
African Americansbeforethe Civil War and reflected on the progress that had been mede in race reaions
dnce Thisisarare and fascinating example of loca history written from the pergpective of a black men that
embracesthe successof thewhole community but istempered by his disgppointment over the inequities.
Next, Harrison published a second pamphlet. An Apped of aColored Man to his Fellow Citizensof a Farer
Huein the United States (1877). Inthis more philosophica piece, he oquently laid out his entire argument
for the equality of the races. Thiswas obvioudy his atempt to get his point of view and life'smisson in
some pamanent form. This gpped was honed and practiced in years of sermons, lectures and debetes over
the previousthirty years. Like hishistory of Pittsfield, this essay is asignificant expresson of the Afiican

(continued)
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American voice. Samud Harrison's remarkable writings culminated inthe publication of his autobiography.
Rev. Samud Harrison, HisLife Story, as Told by Himself, where he employed his persond experience to
relate the human condition of African Americansinthe United States.

Samud Harrisondied in 1900 a his home in Fittsfield. Hewas 8 yearsof age Although he left a lasting
record of hisyearsof dedicated work to devate the datusof hisracein the United States, Samud quickly
faded from public memory. Hisspirit and his accomplishments were remarkable in histime, and his
eoguent voice provides invauable insight into the thoughts and motivations of African Americansduring a
sgnificant era of their history and of American history.

The Samuel Harrison House

When Samud Harrisondied in 1900, he left arich legacy of wisdom and tolerance to his church, to the City
of Pittsfield, and to the African American community at-large. However, he left his family virtualy
penniless, with the exception of the houseon Third Street. Thishousewas his only materid possesson of
any sgnificance and one he obvioudy vaued consderably. Perhgpsmore than any other of hismany
accomplishments, his house was the one immutable object that rooted him to aplace and to hisimeage of
equdlity. In asociety where home ownership was beyond the reach of, and often denied to, hisrece, the
house was highly symbolic. And if he could provide his family with little se, he must have been content
that he hed provided them with aplace to live and call their own.

It isdifficult to discern, however, how the house functioned for hisfamily. Inal hiswritings, particularly his
autobiography, Harrison's family is conspicuoudy absent. Asareault, little isknown about it, and there are
numerous voids and contradictions regarding his persond past. In his autobiography, he mentions getting
married to Ellen Rhodes from Delaware around 1840 (he doesnot mention a specific date). Hiswill, written
in 1893, identifies Sarah Jane as hiswidow. Harrison never said what becameof hisfirst wife or when he
married his second. Ellen was still recorded as hiswifein the 1880 U.S. Census Saahislisted as auch in
1900. The 1855 U.S. Census names four children bom between 1843 and 1854: Jane, Gerrit, Ellen and

Mary. Janeand Gerrit were gone from the household in 1880. Mary apparently died young; she was not
listed with the family in the 1860 census Daughter Ellen remained in the household through the 1880 census
where, a age 28 years, her occupation is listed as dressmeker. Three entirely different children are named in
Samud Harrison's will: Lydia and George, who shared in the inheritance of the house, and Grace, who was
deoeesd & the time of Samud's deeth in 1900. While he aluded to children of his who hed died, he never
mentioned them by name or number. The only time he talks about his children isinthe context of race
relations. For example, he dated in his autobiography that when he | eft the church in Portland Maine to
retum to Pittsfield in 1872, adaughter (probably Ellen) was left behind to be adle to finish high schoadl there,
dnce the interracid relations inthe school were positive. Harrison reflected on the hardships hisfamily
encountered, but he neither dwelt on them nor personaized the situation.

(continued)
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Certain agpectsof his home life can be deduced from the availableinformation about hiswork and family
and from the house itself, which is essentidly intact to the period of hislifetime. There are three rooms on
the ground floor that are interpretable. The main entrance opensinto alarge room on the south sde of the
houselikely sarved as the principal living soacefor the family. This was the centra, hested goece on this
leve of the house. It could have sarved arange of purposes from cooking (athough there was a kitchen
beow it), eating, family activities and informal entertaining. Samud Harrison would have devoted much of
hislesuretime & hometo his shoerepair busness, and itislikely he would have wanted to do & leest some
of that work in the midst of hisfamily, even if he had made goecefor it somewhere dsein the house as well.
It isaso probable that hiswife brought work into the house (e.g., sewing, washing, ironing) to augment their
income. (Their daughter Ellen was noted to be a dressmeker in the 1880 census) Thus, it is expected thet
there werework activities occurring a inthisliving room. West of it, in the front of the house, wasthe
parlor, which had aredricted use, particularly in the tradition of clergy needing aprivate oecein their home
for meatings and counsdling. Three large windows and amante piece distinguished the soace There was
possibly wallpaper and other decorativeflourishesin the room during Harrison's occupancy. North of the
main living room was asimple bedchamber that was likely ussd by the Samud and hiswife. The chimney
dack occupied acomer of theroom, and it would have heped warm the spece.

Presently the second floor contains three bedchambers, and in Samud Harrison'stime, there could have been
& many as four. Providing thismuch persona goecefor his children was an extraordinary luxury for the
period. Unlike many other families, black or white, the Harrisons did not share their house with older
generaions, extended families, domestics, or boarders. With the four children identified in the 1860 U.S.
Cenaus ad hiswife, Ellen, Samud Harrison lived very comfortably, even though he worked very hard to
achieve it. Another advantage to the house was that the basameant contained habitable goece because the
doping terrain of the Ste exposad it to the air in the southeest comer. Thisroom is still intact as a kitchen
Foece It communicated with another finished room in the northeest comer of the house of undetermined
function. The subterranean room inthe front (west) of the basement was not habitable and likely used for
dorege of provisons and kitchen equipment. Samud Harrison wrote that he maintained agarden on the
property. During harvest, a substantial amount of soece would have been nesded for food preserved for the
winter. An gppendage once extended from the rear of the house, and it is possible that food-producing
animals, auch as poultry, acow, and even swine, were penned there or dsawhere on the property.

The house provides important evidence conceming the way working-class people occupied their homesand
used their urban lotsto support their families. Some were owners and others were renters, but the nature of
their housng was single-family resdences, not tenements. Censusrecords and directoriesindicate thet
families often shared their houssswith family and strangers, and that crowded conditions prevailed. Still,
there was this suburban agpect to the neighborhood with its detached houses and food-producing yards. The
presence of relatives and different generations on the sreet indicates a cohesveness in the community
demming from alack of mobility. And even though the Harrisonswere long apart of the community, they

(continued)
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were trested with prejudice by most of their neighbors. Samud Harrison often used the example of the
hatred " Celtic" people displayed for African Americans, both from his youth in Philadelphia (it was thiskind
of harassment that drove himto Newark) and in Pittsfield.

There was no centralized African American community in Pittsfield. Black citizens were scattered all over
the town, living where they were allowed and where they could afford. Even after davery was abolished,
many Afiican Americans lived as domestics with whitefamiliesor as laborers in busnesseswhere they d<o
resded, such as liveries. Whatever datusthey had achieved as skilled workers was diminished when the
flood of white immigrants began arriving from Europe and immediately assumed a higher postion in the
socid hierarchy smply due to their common race. However, even in large cities, homogeneous ethnic
communities or ghettos were not common. Small industrial towns like Pittsfield, all cultural groups,
including African Americans, were mixed up and goreed out throughout the resdentid districts affordable to
them. The boundaries between working-class and middle-class districtswere indistinct, aswell. While
socid stratification was common, it was not uniformly expressed in the urban environment. Such
digtinctions were often vague on the streets; community was more of a menta than aphysical constmction.
Aswas the case with the Second Congregational Church, religious, ethnic, and racia groups and economic
dassestended to identify with and assemble around landmarks and institutions more than arees. Finding a
home was more random interms of what was available and met the budget and tagte of the buyer/renter.

Samud Harrison ended up on Third Street because he found apart of a house he could afford to rent, and it
was dose to his church. There were no other black familiesthere, nor was there ablack neighborhood to
sk out. (Itisnot likely that he would have gpproved of asegregated community.) He later bought aplot of
land down the dreet because it was available on terms he could afford. Still later he built ahouse His
affinity to his neighbors probably hed little to do with any of thesedecisons. There is nothing inthe design
or plan of the housethat assodaesit with the Afiican American experience (or any other) except for their
aspiration to have ahouse and live comfortably and, inthe case of Samud Harrison, their occasond ability
to achieve it. Harrison's presenceon Third Strest embodies his ided of functioningin an integrated society
where white and black coexisted inequd conditionsif not on equd terms.

The design of the houseitself is sophidticated, if simplified, and itisdirectly rdated to the large ad diverse
group of professionally-built small housssthat proliferated in smal industrial cities like Pittsfield in the
antebellum period. The builder was either utilizing published plans and building specifications for the
building, or had developed his own standardized gpproach to house constmction. One such pattem book was
J.H. Hammond's The Farmer's and Mechanic's Practica Architect and Guide in Rura Economy published in
Bogon in 1858. Init Design No. Il bearsaremarkable similarity to the Harrison house. (FIG. 3) The fact
that a least four other housesinview of the Samud Harrison House are virtually identical to it in their design
indicates that an established plan was implemented. In his autobiography, Harrison mentions a contractor
and builder, Abraham Burbank, who contributed 50 dollars to the building fund for his house, but he does not

(continued)
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credit him with the work. The housewas thoughtfiilly desgned and carefiiUy constmcted, and it represents
the trangition of house constmction from acraft to atrade. It utilized industrial, machine-produced materids;
hand-crafting is nowhere evident except in the hewn sills. And it was built by carpenters rather than joiners.
The entirebuilding is nailed together. Neverthdess, this changing situation alowed for better-built,
affordable housing for the growing American urban population. Paradoxicaly, yet significantly, this modest
house was still beyond the economic reach of African Americansin the antebelum period.

Snceitisadaached dwelling, all four exterior facades were components inthe desgn. Still, thiswasa
working-class house 0 the form, materids, desgn, and constmction of the housewere conscioudy
economica. The housewas built dose enough to the north ot line (and aneighboring house) that the north
dde is essentidly blank with only two windows per floor. The dreet Sde is symmetrically organized in a
traditiona townhouse manner with two window bays and asde entrance, but the main mess of thefeBade
narrows to two bays with the entrance inserted into the end of a one-gtory sde porch. With alarge yard on
the south gde of the house, the south wall is as visible and prominent as the dreet fafade. Like thefront,
fenedration is orderly and baanced, and the wall is enriched by the step-back from the porch to the sscond
floor. The smal open porch, which had athin baustrade, addsstill more visua interest. The doping terrain
gradudly exposesthe cut-sone basement until the height of the wall reechesafull three Sories a the eestem
end. Both west and south facades are tastefully ornamented with broad fascias and projecting comicesina
restrained but distinctive Greek Reviva style. The entry to the house is contained in asolid wall built across
the west end of the porch distinguished by fully developed Greek details, ahdf-pediment and aDoric pillar.
Therear wall isthe largest (three stories plus the attic) but plainest of all. No omament embdlishesthe
roofline, and the window pattem isirregular. An outbuilding was abutted to the north sde of thewall, andits
geble roof reached up to the first floor level. The desgn of this back section of the housereflects its
utilitarian milieu and was undecorated.

The plan of the house cleverly incorporates goece from the rear section of the porch to enlarge the interior of
the living goace on the warm south side while maintaining the upright-and-wing form on the exterior.
Asymmetrically arranged, the plan provides goece for formal and informal living functions on thefirst floor,
aswell as abedchamber. These fundamenta goacesare aranged effectively and economicaly. The entrance
opans on the common room, while access to the parlor and chamber is controlled. The two roomswith the
most condant use are coimected directly to the chimney for heat, and they are secluded in the rear of the
house. The occasond-use parlor isplaced prominently in the front of the house, but it dso soreened the
living goeces from the noise and attention of the street. Itisno coincidence that the parlor hes the mogt
windows and occupied the portion of the housewith the most formally designed and organized architectura
dements  Sgparate and persondized bedchambers had become commonin smal housesin the nineteenth
century, and Harrison's house was no exception. This was adirect gpplication the popular modd for middle-

(continued)
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and working-class housing of the period as traditional, vemacular house plans were undergoing radica
improvements in goece and comfort. Similarly, service aress of the house were restricted to the besament
reflecting the ided separation of roles and functions within the house.

Thus, in addition to being significant for its associaionswith the Rev. Samud Harrison as a significant
historicalfigure,the houseis dso anotable landmark of this African-American family'splacein ad
interaction with white society in Pittsfield both before and after the Civil War. Coupled with the corpus of
materia about Samud Harrison, the presence of this housein the physical and documentary context of the
city presents an opportunity for an intensive examination of the multi-cultural and multi-class compostion of
Pittsfield's 19" ~century population and its expresson on the urban landscgpe. The houseis dso significant
&6 adistinctive example of the domestic architecture built for working-class people in Fittsfield during the
mid-19"-century. |t hes aclear relationship to modd plans and designs published and disseminated among
builders of the period, which represents the emnergence of house-building from locd traditional craft practice
into abroader conception of architectural, technological and constmction procedure.  Its distinguishing
utilization of vertical plank constmction, whichinthis case can be viewed as a precursor of baloon framing,
gopearsexceptiond but with further sudy of Pittsfield's 19" ~century housing stock, may represent a much
larger and informative phenomenon. Samud Harrison's family life was played out in these goaces and the
house survives as arich resource for interpreting the life of an African American family during a cmcia
period in American history.

History of the House after Samuel Harrison

Samud Harrison subdivided his lot in 1883 and gavethe back half of it to his daughter, Lydia, around the
time of her marriage to James Jacobs.” The dead ated that it was "for her sole and sgparate use ad free
from the control of her husband.” 1t doesnot gopear that Samud Harrison held agmdge againg his son-in-
law, who was a hard-working man and an officer of the Sscond Congregationd Church; perhgps it was his
way of ensuring his daughter received the benefit of his gift directly. Lydia and James Jacols cosgned
mortgages on the property. Lydia A. Jacobs obtained her first mortgage from the Pittsfield Cooperative Bank
in 1892. She borrowed $650 presumably to build ahouse on the lot she received from her father. However,
it was not until 1899 that the city directory indicates the Jacolbsesresiding a a sgparate addressthan Lydia's
parentsa 80 Third Street. In that year the Jacobses house on the reer of the lot was identified as #80 and
Harrison's house on the front lot was renumbered #82. (The numbering of the front hes been retumed to
#80.)

(continued)
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When Samud Harrison died in 1900, his remaining red estatewas conveyed to Lydia and her brother,
George B. Harrison, abarber who lived independently on Cherry Street. The house and |ot were gppraised &
$1500.*  George conveyed his shareto Lydia and James Jecobsin 1901, who then owned the two lots and
two housssoutright.” (It would have been about thistimethat George moved to Newark, New Jarsey -
where his father had first entered the ministry - where he gopearsin the 1910 and 1920 censuses In 1930 he
was widowed and living with his Sgter back in Pittsfield.) The property remained in Lydia Jacobs
possesson until she died in 1954. During the more than 50-year period, the Jacobs negotiated a dozen
mortgages with the Pittsfield Cooperative Bank to modify and improve both housss™ Many of the changes
observed in Samud Harrison's house were undertaken in thisperiod, such as new flooring, ceiling overlays,
window replacement (two-pane saehes substituted for Sx-pane sashes), door replacements, kitchen relocation
and bathroom constmction. The mortgages distinguish between houses, S0 there were renovations occurring
in both places. The Jaocobs continued to live in the reer house. When Samud Harrison's widow, Sarah Jane,
moved to Springfield, the homestead was rented.” 1n 1915 the city directory identified Mrs. Mary E.
Kennedy as living & 82 Third Street, while Lydia and James Jacobswere listed as living & 80 Third Strest
aong with three grown children recorded as boarders.

LydiaA. Jaoobsdied awidow in 1954 leaving awill that |eft her father's houseto twoof her children, Besse
H. Jacobsand Harrison B. Jacobs, and |eft her houseto three others, Ariel Dillard, Bertrand C. Jacobs, and
Horence Edmonds.™ The older Samud Harrison housewas vaued a $3,500, and the newer house Lydia
Jeoobs built, described as atwo-family dwelling house, was vaued a $4,500. The 1955 city directory listed
Besse H. Jacobsin resdence a 82 Third Street and tenantsin the reer house. Besse H. Jaoobs conveyed her
grandfather's house and the westerly half of his lot to her Sster Horence Edmondss daughter and son-in-law,
Ruth and Hugh Hill in 19550 The eedterly parcd remaned with Lydia Jacobss heirs. The Hills mortgaged
the property with the Pittsfield Cooperative Bank and they continued to own the property until 2004 when
they sold it to the City of Pittsfield, which will preserve the historic property and the memory of Samud
Harrison.

(continued)

Berkshire County Surrogates Records, File #20936.

Berkshire County Desds and Mortgages, Book 303, Page 538.

In addition to the first one aready mentioned, see Berkshire County Desds and Mortgages Book 300, Page 472 (1901); 321.77
(1903); 321:221 (1904); 336:297 (1908); 372:247 (1914); 388:85 (1916); 401:245 (1923); 418:102 (1924); 418:408 (1926); 440:459
(1930); 590:134 (1952). 1nl925, the Jacobs dso mede atransaction with Ella G. Waddock where the property wes conveyed to
Woeaddock and retumed in the sameday, perhapsto cover debats accrued, dthough the meaning of the actionisundear. Se se
Berkshire County Deads and Mortgeges Book 419, Pege 515 (1925) and 420:421 (1925).

Sarah Harrison was recorded as boarding inahouse in Springfield in the 1910 U.S. Census

Berkshire County Surrogates Records, File #61537.

" Berkshire County Deeds & Mortgages, Book 625, Peges 436 & 437.
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Historic Integrity

The Samud Harrison House is sufficiently intact to represent the home of this significant African American
figure of the City of Pittsfield and the State of Massachusetts. It retains the significant characteridtics of its
form, plan, congmction methods and use of materids. As such, the houseis clearly distinguishable as the
dwelling built for Rev. Harrison in 1858 and as the home in which he resded until his desth in 1900. The
mog serious non-higtoric ateration to have occurred sncethis period is the replacement of wood frame
windows with metal saehes, however, the window openings and trim are intact and could be restored bessd
on origina window materia still inthe house. The main entrance to the house has aso bean replaced with
modem materias, but the samereversibility goplies inthis case The houseis presently uninhabited and hes
bean vandaized (windows have been broken). The roof on the porch extenson hes failed and water hes
damaged interior plasterfinishes,but the house remains in stable ssmctura condition. (A temporary roof hes
bean ingtdled to protect the house until arestoration plan can be developed and implemented.) 1t would be
economicaly feasble to restore the building, and there is more than enough historic materid to assodate it
with Samud Harrison and interpret his significance in 19" -century Pittsfield.

Archaeological Significance

Higtoric archaeologica resources described above may contribute important socia, cultural, and economic
information associated with African Americans in Massachusetts during the mid to late 19" century and their
relationship to the larger immigrant and native working dass community. Historical research combined with
archaeologicd survey and testing may locate structurd evidence of the house built by Harrison's daughter to the
rear of the property. Additional evidence may dso exist from the ell originally atached to the reer of the
Harrison House. Similar research may aso locate ssmctura evidence of outbuildings assodated with both the
Harrison House and the housebuilt by his daughter. Careful identification and mapping of smcturd evidence
assodaed with both resdences and outbuildings may contribute design evidence individually or together that
assodatesthe houses or compound with the African American experience.  Archaeologica resources may
contribute additiona evidence inthe design or plan of the homesthat are lacking with the extant Harrison
House done or without outbuildings.

Historical ressaerch combined with archaeologica survey and testing may contribute important evidence rdated
to the way working-class people and specifically African Americans occupied their homesand ussd their urban
lots to support their families. Harrison rarely discussed his family and their activities a the housein his
writings. Detailed andyss of the contents of occupationa rdated features may contribute important socid,
cultural, and economic evidence of the individualsand their activities that occurred inthe houseand inthe
aurrounding yard. Important archaeologica information may survive that documents Africanisms and other
evidence of the African American experience tha are not reflected in design or plan of the Harrison House.
Archaeologica research may aso document the economic function and food-producing role of rooms inthe
Harrison House, his daughter's house and the yardsthey may have shared or used independently.  Excavaions n

(continued)
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the basement of the Harrison House may locate artifact or macrobotanica, or fauna evidence that documents
the function specific arees may have served in food production or food preservation for the winter.
Archaeologica evidence may a0 exig that indicated Harrison conducted some level of shoemeking activity &
his hometo supplement his liturgical income and backyard food production. 1t is known that Harrison planted
the Third Street |ot for yearsbefore the constmction of his house. Agricultural relaed outbuildings may have
preceded the house and remained after constmction. Macro botanical and faunal evidence may exist that
documentsthe types of plants grown on the property and food-producing animds that were raised. Urban food
production, preparation and related diet may contribute an important agpect of the African American urban
experience not evident with the design or plan of the Harrison House.

(end)



MTSfoxnlO-e00-a OMe/lppra”Hk. MM4 W (

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet

Samud Harrison House
Pittsfield (Berkshire), MA
Section number 2— Page —lI

Ma'ior Bibliographical References

Dickerson, Dennis. "Reverend Samud Harrison: A Nineteenth Century Black Clergyman.” in Black Apostles
a Home and Abroad; Afro-Americansand the Christian Mission from the Revolution to Reconstmction.
David W. Wills and Richard Newman, eds Boston: G.K. Hall & Co., 1982.

Gardiner, L. "Rev. Samud Harrison, His Life and His Church." The Berkshire Evangd, Vol. 2No. 11.
September 1900, pp. 13-14.

Harrison, Samud. Pittsfield: Twenty-Five Years Ago. Pittsfield, MA: Chickering & Axtell, 1874.

. A Centennid Sarmon Delivered inthe Chapd of the Methodist Episcopad Church, duly 2,
1876. Pittsfield, MA: Chickering & Axtell, 1876.

. AnApped of aColored Man to His Fellow-Citizens of aFairer Hue inthe United States
Pittsfield, MA: Chickering & Axtell, 1877.

. Rev. Samud Harrison, His Life Story, As Told By Himself Pittsfield, MA: Privatey
Printed, 1899.

Massechusdtts Siate Cenaus. Pittsfield. Population Schedule. 1855.
Pittsfield, MA. Berkshire Atheneum. Loca History Collections.
Pittsfield, MA. Berkshire County Registry. Desdsand Mortgages.
Pittsfield City Directories, 1868-1955.

Smith, JE.A. History of Pittsfield (Berkshire County) Massachusetts From the Year 1800 to the Year 1876.
Springfield, MA: C.W. Bryan and Co., 1876.

United Sates Cenaus Pittsfield, Massachusetts. Population Schedules. 1860, 1880, 1900, 1910, 1920, 1930.

(end)



Samuel Harrison HOUSR Berkshire,MA_
Name of Property County, State

10. Gftographical Data
Acreage of Property less tlian one acre

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 18 844320 4701180
Zone Easting Nortfiing Zone Easting Northing
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

_ See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
11. Form Prepared By

name/title Nell Larson, consultant, with Betsy Friedberg, NR director, MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission .date Febnjary 2006
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard . telephone 617-727-8470
city or town Boston state MA .zip code 02125

AHriifinnal Dnr.iimentatinn
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name. Samuel Harrison Society c/o Linda M. Tyer
street & number. 86 Ventura Avenue . telephone 41."-442-57?1
city or town Pitt.sfield state_ MA_ .Zip code 01201

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Verbal Boundary Description

The nominated property is arectangular parcel measuring 66 feet on its eest and west (dreet) endsand 150 feet
dong the ddes. It comprises two lots. Sse atached tax parcd map.

Boundary Justification

The boundary contains the entire parcd Samud Harrison purchased in 1852 and on which his housewas builtin
1858. 1n 1888, this parce was subdivided into two lots and a second house built by the family. The lots have
remained inthe ownership inthe family until the City of Pittsfield purchased them in2004. The nominated
parcd provides an authentic historic setting for the house.

(end)

PHOTOGRAPHS

Date: 2004

Photographer: Neil Larson
Negatives at Pittsfield Historical Commission

House from SW

house from NW

House from SE

Detail of plank construction, eest facade
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Samud Harrison House

80 Third Strest

Pittsfield, Berkshire Co., MA
DESIGN, No.lI1.

PL AX.

Mi.

A, Storenoom, n,iMag Room. C, Front Eniry.. D, Parlor.

FIG. 3
From J.H. Hammond, The Farmer's and Mechanic's Practical Architect (Boston, 1858).
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Samuel Harrison House
80 Third Street

Pittsfield, Berkshire County, MA

Boundary Map

Parcel Nos. 109-0011-020 & 021
Source; City of Pittsfield Tax Map



NPS Form 10-900-a
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number Page

SUPPLEMENTARY LI STI NG RECCRD

NRI' S Reference Nunmber: 06000147 Date Listed: 03/ 22/ 2006

Harrison, Samuel. House Berkshire MA
Property Nane County State
N A

Mul tiple Name

This property i slisted i ntheNational Register of Historic Places
in accordancewith theattached nom nation docunentation subject to
the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendnents, notwithstanding
the National Park Service certification included i nthenom nation
docunent ati on.

signature of the Keeper Date of Action

Anended Itens i n Nom nation:

3. Level of Significance

Accepted as significant Statewide andlocally only. See attached
National Register review coment.

Owner shi p
Correct owner type as 'public-State'

8. Areas of Significance
Clarify Ethnic Heritage: Black

Renove Military as anarea of significance. Seeattached National
Regi ster review coment.

OMB Approval /Ko. 1024-001B
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REQUESTED ACTI ON: NOM NATI ON

PRCPERTY Harrison, Sanuel, House
NAME

MULTI PLE

NAME

STATE & GOUNTY:  NMASSACHUSETTS, Berkshire

DATE RECEl VED. 2/ 07/ 06 DATE CF PENDI NG LI ST:  3/03/06
DATE (F 16TH DAY: 3/ 18/ 06 DATE G- 45TH DAY: 3/ 23/ 06
DATE OF VEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 06000147

REASONS FCR REVI EW

APPEAL: N DATA PRCBLEM N LANDSCAPE N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
O'HR N PDIL: N PER QD N  PROGRAM UWNAPPROVED, N
REQEST: N SAWLE N SLR DRAFT: Y NATI ONAL: Y
GOMMENT VAl VER N

/' ACCEPT RETURN REJECT 32-/ 6" DATE

ABSTRACT/ SUMVARY COMMENTS

RECOM / CRI TER A

REVI EVER flcteil/ir Ay*lil® DI SCI PLINE  fNSOfIAN

TELEPHONE DATE
DOOUMENTATI ON see attached comments YN see attached SLR Y/ N

If a nomnation i sreturned t othenom nating authority, t he
nom nation i sno longer under consideration by t he NPS.






























The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

February 3, 2006

Dr. John Roberts, Acting Chief
National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

Nationa Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW 8* floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Dr. Roberts:
Endosed please find the following nomination form:
Samud Harrison House, 80 Third Stredt, Pittsfield (Berkshire), MA

The nomination has been voted digible by the State Review Board and has been sgned by the
Sae Higtoric Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending Siate
Review Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment. We request expedited review of this nomination.

Sincerdly,
yr

Betsy Friedberg
National Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

Endosure

(004 Hon. John W. Olver
Hon. James M. Rubeato, Mayar, City of Attsfidd
Rebeoca Smith, Rittsfield Higtoricd Commisson
Nel Larson, conautant
Mrs. Ruth Hill
Seate Saatar Andrea F. Nuciforo, .
Linda Tyer, Samud Harrison Sodety
Deama RufFor, Community Devdopment Director

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
wWww.sec.sate maus'mhc
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Reference Number: 06000147
Date March 22, 2006

Comments on nomination acoepted for listing inthe National Regigter of Historic Places

This property isnominated under National Regidter Criteria B and C for national, sate, and loca
sgnificance. However, the nomination doesnot mekethe casefor nationa significance. Where
Harrison certainly participated inasocia/political phenomenon of nationa import, it isnot dear
that his persond contribution affected eventson anationa scae The citations and bibliography
provided do not indicate that scholarship would identify Harrison as having anationa impact on
socid and political debatesof racerdations during the period of significance. His most active
years as an orator/preacher (1862-1872), and then as writer on the subject of race relaions
(1870s), do not occur during the abolition movement (as indicated Sec. 8, p. 6), but rather during
Recongtruction.

In the context of the Recondtruction years, and the affects on the socid and economic welfare of
African Americans and upon race rdations morewiddy inthe United Statesduring this era,
Harrison is an excdlent exampleto illustrate these issues. Further, the experiences of Harrison
are uniquely important to reflect the affects of socia and economic forces on an educated African
American inthe north, whereas scholarship hes largdly focused on the experiences of southern
blacksinthis period. The property doesconvey the context as described in this nomination, but
Harrison's impact as a oegker on the New England circuit and as awriter seam limited to that
region. The property is significant under Criterion B for its association with Samud Harrison
(1818-1900), an African American cdergyman who contributed an important voice to the debates
ove issuesof racerdations inthe city of Pittsfield and in the Commonwedth of Massachusetts
and under Criterion C as adigtinctive example of progressve working dasshousng condructed
during the mid-19™ century inan industrial town. The property retains integrity to the period of
sgnificance 1858-1900.

The nomination indicates Aress of Significance to include Military history. However, the
datement of sgnificance demondrates Harrison's involvement with the 54™ regiment was more
socid or religious inits nature, and that he doesnot gppear to have had a significant impact on
military history. Therefore, Military isremoved as an Area of Significance.

Michele Gates Mores
Historian, National Regider of Historic Places



NPS Fomn 10-900-a RECEIVED2280  omsapproval No. 1024-0018

(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior QCT 2 8 011
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Pid*eSw” SMKANAA
Continuation Sheet camud Harrison House

Pittsfield (Berkshire) MA
Section number 10 Page 1

The coordinates originally provided for the Samud Harrison House were 18 844320 4701180. The
correct location is 125 mileswest of thispoint a 18 644320 4701180 (North American Datimi
1927).

Corrected March 2009
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REFERENCE NUMBER 06000147

REASONS FAR REVI EWY
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Massachusetts Historical Commisagnfi

Odiober 20, 2011

Mr. J Pau Logher
Nationd Regge of Higoric Haoes

Dgoatment of the Interior
Nationd Pak Savice
1201 Bye Stregt, NW  8* floor
Washington, DC 20006

Dear Mr. Loether:

Re Additiond Documentation (Technica corrections of UTMS)

In the process of mgpping National Regiger nominations for our GIS detebese, we have
identified erors in UTM coordingtes for 23 propaties The erors vary from afew hundred fest
to hundreds of miles, often due to trangpostion of numbas

As recommeanded by Edson Bedll, we are endosing a continuation sheet for eech of the
nominations Heeselet me know if you nesd more information in order to correct your records

Sncerdy,

Betsy FHiedbag
Nationd Regge Director
Massedhusdts Higorical Commisson

Endoares

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02 125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (61 7) 727-5128
vwww.date ma us'ssc/mhc



