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ARCH TECTURAL SI GNIFI oncE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character,

and architectural Iy significant structures).
Upper Chapin Street i sthequintessential Victorian m ddle class suburban neighborhood.
Intact as a lateH. 9th century mddle glass residential neighborhood. Upper Chapin Street i s o
particular inportance as a sequel totheHigh-School Street Area which represents md-19th
century mddle class housing i nSouthbridge. This district includes fourteen gable front,
side hall cottages, one-and-a-half or two stories i nheight, which line both sides of a porti
of Chapin Street South of Dresser Street. Built between 1870 and 1898, they are vernacul ar
expressions of theltalianate, Gothic and Queen Anne styles. Although decorative brackets,

bargeboards, cross bracings and other elements of trim arestill intact on nbst houses i n the
area, ol d photographs show that sone originally had nore el aboratejigsaw-cut facade gables.
Despite these | osses, t heneighborhood still retains itslate 19thcentury charm Becausei t

contains well preserved houses on both sides of thestreet, theUpper Chapin Street Areai s
nore intact as a period neighborhood than any other historic residential district i n South-

bridge.

Wth theexceptionof #131 which has synthetic siding, all of thehouses i n the
area, despite sone alterations, contribute tothehistoric feeling of theneighborhood. ;-

HSTCR CAL SIGNFI CANCE of area. (Explain devel opnent of area. Wiat caused iz,

and howit affected conmunity; be specific).
Chapin Street was £oufucied ei onns t he 1870's. By 1878 seven houses had been built on
both sides of thestreet wnxcn nad been extended only about one half of its present length
from Dresser Street toHartwell Street. The |ower portion of Chapin Street, north of Dresser
Street, was not opened until later (ca. 1880's). By 1898 al nost all of Upper Chapin Street
had been devel oped. Al | of thehouses included i ntheUpper Chapin Street Area had been built
by this time.
The devel opnent of Chapin Street was part of a larger pattern of devel opment around El m Street
whi ch began about 1870, shortly after thearrival of therailroad, as thetow's industries
grew and prospered. By 1898 this larger area which had been alnost all open land i n1870
was al most entirely devel oped and densely settled with mddle class single-famly and sone
mul tifamily housing.

Bl BLI OGRAPM and/ or REFERENCES .o

nmaps, atlases; A

American Optical Qnpany™ Housing File,' J. Edwards Library
CF. Hill photographs, J. Edwards Library

2M& 80
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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCKMISSION Southbridge D-409

Office of the Secretary, Boston
Property Name P MVPW ANAAN
Area

Indicate each item on inventory form vAidi is being continued below.

NATI ONAL REQ STER CRI TERI A STATEMENT

The Upper Chapin Street District i ssignificant as an example of new
housing types developed i nthem ddle of t he |3 "th-century for
the expanding middle class. The small single-family houses built here
took, t hecommon gable-front cottage form, primarily favoring Gothic
and Stick style ornament. During this growth, thetown's villages
coalesced with theconstruction of housing adjacent t o work—pl aces.
It meets National Register criteria C at thelocal level and
retains integrity of setting, location, materials, workmanship,
design, feeling, and association. The boundaries indicated on t he
attached assessors map ar ethose of current ownership and were drawn
to include t hebest preserved surviving residential neighborhood i n

the town.
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