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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICWCE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character, 
and architecturally significant structures). 

Upper Chapin Street i s the quintessential Victorian middle class suburban neighborhood. 
Intact as a lateH.9th century middle glass r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhood. Upper Chapin Street i s o 
par t i c u l a r importance as a sequel to the High-School Street Area which represents mid-19th 
century middle class housing i n Southbridge. This d i s t r i c t includes fourteen gable f r o n t , 
side h a l l cottages, one-and-a-half or two stories i n height, which l i n e both sides of a p o r t i 
of Chapin Street South of Dresser Street. B u i l t between 1870 and 1898, they are vernacular 
expressions of the I t a l i a n a t e , Gothic and Queen Anne styles. Although decorative brackets, 
bargeboards, cross bracings and other elements of t r i m are s t i l l i n t a c t on most houses i n the 
area, old photographs show that some o r i g i n a l l y had more elaborate jigsaw-cut facade gables. 
Despite these losses, the neighborhood s t i l l retains i t s la t e 19th century charm. Because i t 
contains well preserved houses on both sides of the street, the Upper Chapin Street Area is 
more i n t a c t as a period neighborhood than any other h i s t o r i c r e s i d e n t i a l d i s t r i c t i n South-
bridge. 

With the exception of #131 which has synthetic siding, a l l of the houses i n the 
area, despite some alte r a t i o n s , contribute to the h i s t o r i c feeling of the neighborhood. ;. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Explain development of area. What caused iz, 
and how i t affected community; be specific). 

Chapin Street was £,on5tfuc;ied eionns the 1870's. By 1878 seven houses had been b u i l t on 
both sides of the street wnxcn nad been extended only about one half of i t s present length 
from Dresser Street to Hartwell Street. The lower portion of Chapin Street, north of Dresser 
Street, was not opened u n t i l l a t e r (ca. 1880's). By 1898 almost a l l of Upper Chapin Street 
had been developed. A l l of the houses included i n the Upper Chapin Street Area had been b u i l t 
by t h i s time. 

The development of Chapin Street was part of a larger pattern of development around Elm Street 
which began about 1870, shortly after the a r r i v a l of the r a i l r o a d , as the town's industries 
grew and prospered. By 1898 this larger area which had been almost a l l open land i n 1870 
was almost e n t i r e l y developed and densely settled with middle class single-family and some 
multifamily housing. 
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MASSACHUSETTS H I S T O R I C A L C C K M I S S I O N 
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Coramunity: r ' 
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Form No: 
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Property Name: P̂P̂ ^ ^̂ ^P^̂  ^"^^^ 
Area 

Indicate each item on inventory form vAidi is being continued below. 

NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT 
The Upper Chapin S t r e e t D i s t r i c t i s s i g n i f i c a n t as an example o f new 
housing t y p e s developed i n t h e m i d d l e o f t h e |3 " t h - c e n t u r y f o r 
t h e expanding m i d d l e c l a s s . The s m a l l s i n g l e - f a m i l y houses b u i l t here 
took, t h e common g a b l e - f r o n t c o t t a g e form, p r i m a r i l y f a v o r i n g G o t h i c 
and S t i c k s t y l e ornament. D u r i n g t h i s g rowth, t h e town's v i l l a g e s 
c o a l e s c e d w i t h t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f housing a d j a c e n t t o work—places. 
I t meets N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r c r i t e r i a C a t t h e l o c a l l e v e l and 
r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y o f s e t t i n g , l o c a t i o n , m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, 
d e s i g n , f e e l i n g , and a s s o c i a t i o n . The boundaries i n d i c a t e d on t h e 
a t t a c h e d assessors map a r e t h o s e o f c u r r e n t ownership and were drawn 
t o i n c l u d e t h e b e s t p r e s e r v e d s u r v i v i n g r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhood i n 
t h e town. 

Staple to Inventory form at b o t t om 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM ŜSION 
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