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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Cardwellton is located on the northeast corner of North Main Street and East 
Broadway in Harrodsburg, the first permanent settlement in Kentucky in 1774. 
The town creek, originally one of the town's major water sources, flows 
behind the house.

. . *' .."...".
The nucleus of the house is a log cabin, which may be the structure platted on 

lot 86 in 1786 when the town was incorporated as a village by the Virginia
legislature and ordered surveyed (First Trustee Book, Mercer County Courthouse).j ' ',''• jjr'"' : i : ;. / ' .;

According to tradition the main block was built circa 1820. The proportions are 
not those of a log structure and the details of the front window frames suggest 
those often attributed to the distinguished local'cabinet-maker'Matthew Lowery. 
It seems unlikely that such exquisite woodwork would have been installed in a log 
structure (yet the clapboarding does seem in the photographs to have been 
superimposed on the window frames, not vice versa) (see photos 1, 2, & 5).

The five-bay, two-story structure, with a one room two-story ell extending to 
the north is built on a stone foundation. Interior brick chimneys with corbelled 
tops are located at the east and west ends of the main block and the north wall 
of the ell. The windows, which were originally shuttered, are narrow and have 
two-over-two pane sash. The window frames and casings are deeply.reeded and 
have carved rosettes in the top corners. Three false windows are located on 
the west end of the block. The central door frame with its grouped reeding and 
concentric circles on the corner blocks seems later than the window frames. The 
present arched front door and larger window sash date from a late 19-th- century 
alteration (see photos 2 & 5).
It was surely bbtweeii 1831, when the property was bought by John Chettoweth for 
$400, and 1837, when Jt was sold to Dr. John Slavins (or Slavens) for $3,000, that 
the handsome G^efeK Revival portico was added. The great difference 'in value of 
the property gives evidence of much improvement during that period. As Rexford 
Newcomb pointed out, "log structures were often covered with clapboarding to 
make them appear as frame houses. It is unusual, however, to have added 
features that stamp the house as Greek IteviVal. ' Th^t, 'pre'c'is'ely, is what 
happened to [Cardwellton] which was given a tetrastyle Ionic: portico during the 
Greek Revival period" (Architecture in Old Kentucky, 1953, p. 136). The two-story 
portico, which is applied over the central three bays of the earlier five, is fine 
in itself, but no attempt has been made to integrate it with the older portion by 
means of a superimposed cornice, even on the front as at nearby Clay Hill 
(Beriah Magoffin Sr. House, forwarded to Washington July, 1976). The unfluted 
Ionic order has the further peculiarity of resting directly on square blocks 
without the usual and proper curved base. Thus, the portico seems to belong to
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vival Ionic portico was added most 
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soThe original owner was John Chenoweth, who 
1832. Dr. Slavens was born in Virginia in 1791 
Revolutionary Was soldier. It is recorded that 
1812 at Mount..^^ing,-, JCenfucky. After that 
Bath County. Slavens received his medical degree 
in 1821. He practiced in Mount Sterling for fift 
Greencastle, Indiana, for one year. In 1837 he 
practiced until his death in 1863.
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His father i was, Jsaiah Slavens, a 
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from Transylvania University 
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as the owner on the 1,87,6 Atlas (see Map 2).
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the early phase of Greek Revival design 
of classical models was ardently sought, 
it yet been transcended as in the inventive

in Kentucky when authentic imitation 
but not fully accomplished, nor had 

later phase.

10.

The only major change to the interior is 
been enclosed and made into two rooms 
ash, and poplar floors, hen-egg door kn 
a part of the house. Located in the west 
decorated with rope molding under the shelf 
blocks. The original chair-rail remains 
hall there is a simple unadorned Federal 
each side. There is evidence that a stai 
this room.

that the L-shaped back porch has 
nd a bath. The original wide board 
>bs, and a Carpenter lock are still 
parlor is an elaborate mantel 

and rosettes on the corner 
In the east parlor, across the 

mantel with built-in cupboards on 
way was originally located in

The east bedroom on the second floor ha 
Revival cupboards on each side. The board 
however, appear much earlier and are ve
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and batten doors to the rooms, 

y low.
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Cardwellton (Chenoweth-Slavens-
Caifdwell House)
Hairrodsburg
Mercer County
Kentucky

Map of Boyle and Mercer 
Counties, Kentucky. Philadelphia; 
D. G. Beers & Co., 1876. 
Cardwellton is indicated in red.
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