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1. Name of Property
higoric name  Shirley Center Historic District
other names/site number

2. Location

dreet & number Brown, Center, Horsepond, Parker & Whitney Roads not for publication”
city, town Shirley ti//1 vicinity"
gate Massachusetts code 025 county Middlesex code 017 zip code 01465

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
[xI private | I building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[x~| public-local i: [x1 district ii *e it - 38 17 buildings
| |public-State | Isite gtes
| I public-Federal \Y | Istructure 1 structures
| | object ( objects
42 _12 Totd
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
N/A listed in the National Register n

4. State/Federai Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Actof 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.

Signature of certifying official _ . . ) Dte /
Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

State or Federal agency and bureau “r~rp Hi*rnnV PrP<:Aw: Ann nff,-.or-

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. Nationai Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
0 1 entered in the National Register.
| 1 See continuation sheet.
| 1determined eligible for the National
Register. See continuation sheet.
| ldetermined noteligible for the
National Register.

I Iremoved from the National Register,
n other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
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The Tom Hall (1848, Mep #18), built nearly one hundred years after plans for
such a building, exhibits fine Greek Revival design with its templar gable end
supported by monumental Doric round columns and square pilasters. The
geometrically strong rhythm created by the six bays with 6/6 sash and slightly
pedimented lintels on the side elevations contributes to the feeling created
by the fine entrance facade.

Also of a gable-end form is the Brick School House (1856, Mgp #24), which has
been converted to a residence. The gable-end form was most popular for
schoolhouses and this building is no exception. It is one of two remaining
good examples of a two-room brick schoolhouse in Shirley. The design is Greek
Revival with a large, double-door entrance and granite lintel in the gable
end. Lintels over the windows are tooled from brownstone.

The Hearse House (ca. 1850, Mgp #20) is of interest to the community for its
setting and its continual use by the public sector. The small gable end
building has beaded, double doors with strap hinges and is a white clapboard
structure located just behind the Town Hall.

Later institutional buildings include the Stick Style Trinity Chapel (1903,
Mep #3) on Center Road and the Colonial Revival Center School (1924, Mep #23)
on Parker Road. The school is stucco over wood frame and adds variety of
materials to the district while maintaining a consistency of size, scale, and
style. The only alteration to the original design is the replacement of the
two entrance doors with aluminum and glass doors often found in schools.

LANDSCAPE FEATURES/SITES

The three planned open spaces are important for their integrity of setting,
feeling and association. The Tom Canmmmn (1753/1857, Mgp #34), around which
the key buildings are situated, has been the focal point of the small farming
community since 1753 when it was the site of the first Meeting House (no
longer extant). Ore hundred years later, the Meetinghouse/First Parish Church
(1773, 1804, 1851, Mg #17) was moved several hundred yards to face the Garmm
and to create a balance of design. The Commm remains the core of the
district from which the roadways radiate and around which many of Shirley's
finest buildings are situated.

The Center Cemetery (1775, Mep #15) dates from the beginning of the community
and its stone markers provide poignant details of the early life of a rural
Massachusetts town. The slate stones are clearly of local origin In material
as are the repeating unsophisticated designs and workmanship. The original
stone enclosure of the Tom Pound (1773, Mep #19) is Intact as it was designed

continued
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and built in 1773. Located to the side of the Town Hall on the wooded edge of
the Common, it is the third pound built in the Garmmmn area.

The only building built within the period of significance that 1s
non-contributing is the Quigley Residence (ca. 1920, Mgp #C). Formerly the
sight of a clock shop that burned in 1920, this dwelling was constructed on
the clock shop foundation and resembled a hipped roof bungalow. However,
changes made in the 1950s significantly compromised the building's integrity.

continued






8. Statement of Significance Shirley Center Historir nifitricr, Shirley, Massa”hlle.;Pt"s.;
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

| I nationally | | statewide X locally
Applicable National Register Criteria 5 I JA|II]BEcnD < e
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) " A e € £ QF 2.
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Arrhiterfure 1753-1930

Cnimniinity Planning and Development
Social History
Agririil Mirp
Cultural Affiliation

RIA
Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A various

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Shirley Center Historic District is one of the best local examples of a well
preserved 18th and 19th-century rural New England town center, radiating from a
civic meetinghouse core. The period of significance for the district extends from
1753, when the petition to separate from Groton was granted, to 1930, after which
there was no development until post World War I1. The district represents the
focus for early colonial settlement in Shirley. The area served as a civic center
but never attracted commercial activity beyond cottage industries due to the
location of transportation and waterpower in a more southern section of the town.
The radiating street patterns with early north-south corridors and the building
locations are undisturbed and are representative of the mid 19th-century evolution
of the rural agricultural community. The major of the buildings are residential
clustered around the Commmn and are significant for their architectural
cohesiveness.

Of the fifty-eight buildings, objects, sites, and structures in the district,
forty-two contribute to its significance. Retaining integrity of location, design,
setting, association, materials, workmanship, and feeling, the Shirley Center
Historic District meets Criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic
Places on the local level.

Colonial settlement of Shirley occurred as Groton settlers moved west to scattered
farmstead ca. 1720. There is no recorded evidence of colonial settlement prior to
that date. The 1747 petition of thirty-three settlers to separate from Groton was
approved in 1753 and the town was named after the then governor of Massachusetts,
William Shirley. The reason for separation from Groton was the expansive size of
the community and the difficulty that settlers had in attending worship in Groton.
It was the second half of the 18th century during which the population grew to 704
inhabitants in 1776. By 1885 the population had more than doubled to 1,479. As in
many outlying rural communities there was a slight decline in the last quarter of
the 19th century followed by a steady increase in population until the depression.
This was in part a result of the influx of foreign born laborers.

[x~| See continuation sheet
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Bolton, Ethel S, Shirley; Uplands andlIntervales, Boston; George Enmery Littlefield, 1914.

Busch-Brown, Architecture of America, 1961.

Chandl er, Seth, History of theTown of Shirley, Massachusetts, Shirley; published by ~»
the author, 1883.

Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion, Shirley Conprehensive Survey andNarrative History,
prepared by Gretchen Schul er, Boston, M\ 1986.

Parker, Janes, diaries, Shirley Public Library andShirley Historical Society, late 1700s.

W ng, Forest B., The Shirley Story, Shirley; Shirley Historical Society, 1981.

| 1See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

I Ipreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested | State historic preservation office

| previously listed in the National Register | Other State agency

| previously determined eligible by the National Register | Federal agency

|
| |
| |
| ldesignated a National Historic Landmark Q Local government
| |

Irecorded by Historic American Buildings | University
Survey # other
I lrecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record # Shirley Historical Society

Shirley Public Library
10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property 77? arrpg

UTM References

JoL JoL AT IR B JoL
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

cLU 111 I Joo L1l

H See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

[x] See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundaries include thedevelopment around t he Town Gonmon. The area beyondt he
boundaries i sgenerallu conprised of wood |ots, farm land, and 20th-century residentiaj.
-"-devel opnent that woul d be considered non-contributing. Ot her historic structures are

at least /4 - mle from boundaries with intrusions i nbetween themandthe historic
district.

| |See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

namatite Betsy Friedberg, NR Dir./MHC w/HrPfrhpn n. Srhnl PT-/shi T-Lsy Hi*"  rnnunj rrry
aganizetion M assachusetts Historical Commission date Fphriiary 1g««

dreg & numba 80 Boylston Street .telephone (f.i7) 797-«~7n

dty a tomn Boston . date MA Zpaode 02116
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UM References

Zone Easting Northing

A 19 282160 4717530
B 19 282910 4716530
cC 19 282910 4716590
D 19 282560 4716600
E 19 282430 4716710
F 19 282340 4716620
G 19 282060 4716700
H 19 282060 4716610
19 282140 4716610
.19 282140 4716530
K 19 282360 4716460
L. 19 282310 4716170
M 19 282140 4716090
N 19 281210 4716920
0. 19 282460 4716100
P 19 282590 4716400
Q 19 282170 4717390
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OSIRCT DNASHT - HREY GNEHRHSIQRC OSIRCT

MAP # ASSESSOR¥# VHCH HISTORIC NAVE ADDRESS DATE OF STYLE TYPE STATI
CONSTRUCTION
1 60-3 47 Meadow Bend Center Rd. 1785 Federal B C
A 60-4 K. Longley House Center Rd. ca.l940 B NC
2 58-10 46 Longley Homestead Center Rd. 1786 Federal B C
B 58-10.1 Historical Society Center Rd. 1983 barn-like B NC
3 58-9 - Trinity Chapel Center Rd. 1903 Stick Style B C
4 60-6 John Farrar House Center Rd. ca.l925 Bungalow B C
garage ca.l925 decor.concrete B C
- J o 1
5 60-8 48 Broom Shop LAV Center Rd. ca.l830 Federal B C
6 58-5 45 Adams House ' Center Rd. 1755 Georgian B C
guest cottage ca.l940 B NC
7 58-8 44 James Whitney House Center Rd. 1836 Federal/Grek Rev. B C
barn ca.l836 Greek Revival B C
8 58-7 43 Whitney House on Common 1797 Federal B C
brick smoke house ca.1800 vernacular B C
C 60-9 Quigley Residence Center Rd. ca.l920 altered B NC
bungalow
D 60-10 Buddington Residence Center Rd. ca.l950 cape/cottage B NC
9 60-11 Simmons House Center Rd. ca.l840 vernacular B C

10 60-12 49 Whitney Store Center Rd. ca.1800 Federal B C
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16

17

18

19

20
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60-14
60-15

60-16

60-17

60-18

60-19

60-20

61 -17

60-1

65-6

65-5

65-4
65-4
65-4

65-3

50

51

54

53

52

52

40
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HSIGRC NMNE

Ramsdell House
Col. Ayres House

Longley Residence
garage

Colburn Residence
Chase Residence
garage
barn/studio
Chase Residence
garage

Brownson-Carey House

Brown House
guest cottage

Center Cemetery

Hol den House
barn

First Parish Church

Town Hall
Town Pound
Hearse House

Pray House

ADTHESS

on Common
on Common

Brown Rd.

Brown Rd.

Brown Rd.

Brown Rd.

Brown Rd.

Brown Rd.

Brown/

Horespond Rd.

on Common

on Common
on Coirmon

on Common

Parker Rd.

oERaOon  SME

ca.l860 Italianate

1830-1857 Greek Revival

ca.l949

ca.l955

ca.l947

ca.l949

1986

ca.l947

ca.l947

1810 Federal

1772 Georgian

ca.l940

1775

1750/1900 Greek Revival

1889 Greek Revival

1773/1851 altered
bungalow

1848 Greek Revival

1773

ca.l850 vernacular

1830-1857 Greek Revival

™E SIAILS
B C
B C
B NC
B NC
B NC
B NC
B NC
B NC
B NC
B NC
B C
B NC
Si

B C
B C
B

B C
St C
B C
B C
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O STR CT DNA SHT - SHREY BENERHSIGRCO SIR CT

MAP # ASSESSOR# MHGH HISTORIC NAVE ADDRESS DATE CF STYLE TYPE STATUS
CONSTRUCTION

22 65-2 ' 39 Almy House Parker Rd. ca.l840 Greek Revival B C
hen house ca.l930 B C

23 65-1 Center School Parker Rd. 1924 Colonial Revival B C

I 64-1 barn Parker Rd. 1987 B i

24 66-2 32 Brick School House Parker Rd. ca.l850 Greek Revival B . C
shed ca.l930 vernacular B C

25 66-3 Levi-Carlisle House Parker Rd. 1830 Federal/Greek. B C

Rev.
J 66-4 Clark Residence Parker Rd. 1942 cape B
26 66-5 34 Johnson-Stone House Parker Rd. 1796 Federal/Greek B C
Rev.

27 66-7 e 35 Betsy-Kelsey House Parker Rd. 1835 Federal B C

28 66-8 36 Jenny Little House Parker Rd. 1826 Federal B C

29 66-9 37 Herman Hazen House Parker Rd. ca.l865 Greek Revival B C
shed 1983 B NC

30 66-10.1 38 Bennet House Parker Rd. pre-1830 Federal B C
Lawton Barn ca.l890 vernacular B C

m 66-11 Bernard House Barn Parker Rd. ca.l850 vernacular B C

66-12 41 Leonard Moody Parker on Common 1800 Federal B C
33 66-13 42 The Parsonage Whitney Rd. 1804 Federal B C
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MP# AP NG HSIGRC MNE ATHES DAIE (B SIMME ™E SAILS
OERATAN

A 60 The Crman on Gnan 1753/1857 Si C

% 60 Cvil Ver Menorial on @&man ca.l875 0 C

KEY

B = Building

0 = Object/Monument

Si = Site

S = Structure

C =Contributing

NC = Non/Contributing

OSIRCT TAOAS

Contributing 388 251, 10, 1st
Non/ Cont ri buti ng 178
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PROPERTY Shirlev Center Historic District

NAME

MULTI PLE

NAME !

STATE i GONTY:  NMASSACHUSETTS, M ddl esv=ix

DATE RECHl VED. 8/ 03/ 88 DATE G- PENDI NG LI ST: 8/ 16/ 88
DATE OF i 6TH DAY: 9/ 01/ 88 DATE - 4STH DAY 9/ 17/ 88

DATE O VEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 880 01454

NCM NATCR  STATE
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GOMMENT WA VER; N

vy Entei'ed in the
ST RETURN R"A-CT ApA .(Jy) ATE A~ ~ A A Eeglatei:

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS;
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Dat e; 1.1

Signature ;

Title: Hul,~.
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Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. TAmage, Executive Director, Sate Historic Presarvation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116  (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



July 22, 1988

Carol Shull
National Register of Historic Places

Department of the Interior
National Park Service
PQ Box 37127
Washi ngton, DC 20013-7127
Dear M. Shul | :
Enclosed you will find the nom nation forns for the following properties:
Conway, Burkeville Covered Bridge; Min Poland Road over South River
Sandi sfield, New Boston I nn; Junction Routes 8 and 57
Shirley, Shirley Center Historic District
Wel | fleet, John Newconbb House; one-half mle N of Gull Pond Road
Wellfleet, Rowell Estate; Gull Pond Road
Yarmout h, Thonas Bray Farm 280 Weir Road
They have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed
by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Onaners were notified of pending
State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the neeting and were

afforded the opportunity to comment. No comments have been received to date.

cernA

Bet sy' Fri edberg /1
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

BF/ bq

Encl osure

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Tdmage, Executive Director, Sate Historic Presarvation Officer
80 Boylston Streel. Boston, Massachusetts02116  (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary
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(Tal.

No.

TIME OF CALL
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