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1. Name of Property

higoric rame Sterling Center Historic District
other names/site number

Hyjini-ir ikl
Street & number  Princeton, Vforcester. Newell Hill, and Hniighfon Roads N/\,_Af_lln_ot_ for publication
city, town Sterling N (j] vicinity
sae M assachusetts code 025 county Worcester code 027 zip code 01564
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
[x\ private I 1building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[x\ public-local [x] district 106 34  _ buildings
I I public-State ¢ site 1 sites
r~| public-Federal | Istructure 3 structures
I lobject 6 objects
111 44 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
N/A listed in the National Register Q

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
[x] nomination CH request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the property Bnrieets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.

signature of certifying official ) Date
Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Commission;
Saeo Fedad agacy ad bueau  State Historic Preservation Officer

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date
State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
JATlentered in the National Register.
I | See continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the National
Register. « See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register.

I Iremoved from the National Register.
« other, (explain:)

\_5ignature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use s*pl-1,"ng npn”™Pr Hiy”l-nrir ni.strirr, Sterling. Massachusetts

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
nomestic/si'ngi p dwplling Domestic/single dwelling
Commpr r p/ Tr ade Commrer cp. / Tr ade
Religinn/rpl iginns strnrrnrp RPI | gi on/rei igious structurp
fiovprnmpnr/rnwn hall Gnvprnmpnt/f own hall
Agi-iriil Mirp

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)

(enter categories from instructions)

foundation granite
Early Republic- Federal walls weatherboard
Mid-19th c- Greek Revival
Late Victorian- Italianate, Queen Anne roof asphalt

Late 19th and 20th c. Revivals-Colonial Reviva other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Steilir™ Centei Histoiic District, Sterling, Massachusetts, isan

appi oximately 60-acie aiea located ina smll vale suiiounded by the hills,
the farm ands, and the suburban devel opments of Sterling, Massachusetts.

The district achieves its visual andarchitectural distinction fromits still
largely rural surroundii”s, intact 19th-century village streetscapes, and
sinple 18th- and 19th-century structures. |Ihe district largely retainsthe
shape, setting, and atnosphere of arural, 19th-century village that grew
outward frcsn a civic nucleus on the QGunaon. |t sshape was determned by the
18t h-century roads that |led t othe Meeting House (Maple, Meeting House Hill,
Princeton, andWrcester) and thetall hills that surround thelow marshy
val l ey that now conprises the Center.

The district contains 140 buildir?s, 3 sites, 5 structures, and 7 objects; of
which 106 buildings, 2 sites, 2 structures, and 1 object arecontributing.
Most buildingsinthe district have small setbacks and occupy deep, one-half
to twoacre lots. The small setbacks were caused inpart by numerous street
wi denings, especially onMain Street inthe 19th and 20th centuries. The
residential buildingsonthe edges of the center onIVfein, Mapl e, and Princeton
Streets arebuilt uponto thelower slopes of thesteep hills surroundingthe
district. Since the18th century, open |and has been present in the Town
Qrnnon and the A d Q ocksett Cemetery, and the new Sterling Manorial Area

(Myp #110), was reclainmed fromnaish inthe 1980s. The deep lots create large
open areas i nthe center of blocks and behind the buildings. The residential
streets aredensely lined with trees, and many residents have | arge gardens.
A deep, wooded gully, once the right-of-way for the railroad, cuts fxom
northeast tosouthwest in the southeastern part of the district throughthe

bl ock bounded by School Street on the west andBird Street on the east.

nn See continuation sheet
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Residential Buildings

Most of the residential buildings in Sterling Center are simple vernacular
structures in a small range of shapes and sizes, lending a visual unity to the
townscape. Minor variety is achieved by differences in trim, which gives the
district representatives of most early- and mid-19th-century architectural
styles. The majority are Federal or Greek Revival, with one or two examples
each of Italianate, Gothic Revival, Second Empire, Queen Anne, and Colonial
Revival styles. Materials are primarily wood-frame with granite foundations,
with only four brick buildings. Several 19th-century barns survive to suggest
the atmosphere of a rural village before the automobile. Town residents
tended to enlarge, alter, or move rather than demolish buildings. Most
residences sport later 19th-century ells, which indicate their adaptation for
greater space needs. Most buildings are in good-to-fair condition, with
survival of wood clapboards on two-thirds of the structures. Demolition of
early buildings has primarily occurred on Main Street, with some empty lots on
Pine and School Streets as well; most of the buildings in place by the end of
the 19th century still stand.

Many houses in Sterling retain the symmetrical center-chimney form popularized
in the Colonial period, with the addition of later trim. Both one- and
two-story versions exist in the district. Houses which exhibit double-pile
massing, regular facade arrangement, shallow gable returns, and center
chimney, but have later added doorways include: the First Church Parsonage,
48 Main Street (Map #45), ca. 1790, which has a Greek Revival doorway witn
tull transom, 4/5 side lights and a later entry porch with Doric columns; and
the three-bay Joshua Houghton House, 10 Maple Street (Map #51), which has a
bracketed Italianate doorhood. A Greek Revival variation is the ca. 1856, Eli
Kilburn House, 8 Maple Street (Map #50). It is a 2 1/2-story, central-chimney
structure with a symmetrical five-bay facade, a central sidelit door with
arched and gabled porticoes, and a right side ell. Smaller houses which were
built in the Federal period also exist. The Manasseh Houghton House, 17 Maple
Street (Map #67, Photo #3), ca. 1800-1812, is built into the side ot tTie
gully, with a 2 1/2-story, five-bay, single-pile center chimney main facade,
and a third level below grade. The Amini Brooks House, 11 Waushacum Avenue
(Map #83), ca. 1794, is a 1 1/2-story, five-bay central-chimney cape. The
Fitch-Piper-Reed-Noyes House, 2 Main Street (Map #10, Photo #2), ca. 1815, is
a very small 2 1/2-story, three-bay-wide, single pile house. The
Sawyer-Graham House, 16 Princeton Road (Map #20), ca. 1870, is the only Second
tmpire building in the district, rhe 2 1/2-story, double pile, square
structure retains a five-bay symmetrical facade, has a concave mansard roof
with three segmented dormers on the main facade and a rear ell. The extremely
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conservative form of these houses is an example of the power of rural
vernacular building traditions.

The most elaborate Federal house in the district is also one of the oldest.
The Leavitt-Houghton-Wilder House, 12 Main Street (Map #8, Photo #2), was one
of the first houses built after the American Revolution. It is a large,
square symmetrical 2 1/2-story clapboarded structure, five-bays-wide with
center door, with hipped roof and paired interior chimneys. The cornice is
decorated with modillions and dentils. The first floor windows have 6/6 sash
and simple cornices. A one-story portico with Doric pillars and pedimented
gable is probably a Colonial Revival addition. Two 1 1/2-story ells extend
from the rear of both the left and right sides. The house sits on a rise on
the lower slopes of Ridge Hill, and before Main Street was widened had a large
front lawn and drive.

Several simpler examples are known of the Georgian plan and facade. Federal
detailing in these houses is usually confined to the door and window
surrounds. The Blood-Peck House (Sterling Historical Society), 7 Pine Street
(Map #73, Photo #5), probably started as a single-cell house, ca. |/60s, but
was enlarged ca. 1790 to complete the plan of the main block. The house has a
simple door surmounted by a small fanlight and a later, pedimented Tuscan
portico. The Brown-Harris House, 27 Princeton Road (Map #16), ca. 1800, has a
more elaborate doorway with sidelights, heavy molded cornice, and recessed
posts, with a carved fan over the door.

The Loring-Estabrook House, 7 Main Street (Map #36), is a very unusual
Federal-influenced building. It is a small, square, two-story brick house
with three-bay, center entry facade, and hip roof, with wooden shop
attachments to the rear and right side. Federal elements include the second
floor windows close to the cornice and the splayed keystoned brick lintels on
the first floor windows and door. These first floor windows are oddly large
and out of proportion to the rest of the house's 6/6 sash and may have once
been shop windows. Tradition indicates that the house was originally a
one-story wood-frame building moved to the site from Worcester Road ca. 1826,
and added to the front of the shop of clock-maker Joseph Loring, and then
later raised to two stories with a hipped roof and completely enclosed in
brick. The walls of running bond have no headers, perhaps because they are
only cladding.

The most common house type in the district is the Greek Revival, gable front,
sidehall plan house of 1 1/2- or 2 1/2-stories. This type persisted well into
the second half of the 19th century, with later examples distinguished only by
the addition of Italianate or Eastlake details. The most elaborate example is
the Hosmer-Robinson House, 32 Maple Street (Map #62), ca. 1840, one of the few

continued
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brick houses in Sterling. This 2 1/2-story structure has a door with full
sidelights, and a porch with chamfered granite columns. The 6/6 windows have
granite lintels and ledges. The fine brick detailing includes corner
pilasters, a denticular cornice, and a fully enclosed pediment with two rows
of diagonal sawtooth brickwork. The farmhouse has a wood-frame rear ell and a
later 19th-century barn.

Simpler examples survive in the district of the 2 1/2-story, three-bay
sidehall plan with added rear or side ell. The Wilder Farm, 12 Meeting House
Hill Road (Map #2), ca. 1840-1850, has corner pilasters, a fully enclosed
flushboarded pediment, and a possibly contemporary one-story porch with square
Doric posts wrapping around the front and sides of the house. A simpler and
more common 2 1/2-story example has a side door with sidelights, simple corner
pilasters, and deep gable returns or a fully enclosed pediment, such as the
Buss-Day House, 3 Princeton Road (Map #12), ca. 1830. A very late example of
tms type is 15 school Street (Wap #100), ca. 1910.

The most common variation in the district, however, is the 1 1/2-story cottage
with deep gable returns, simple corner pilasters, a sidelit main door and
often one-story, perpendicular side ell. There are large concentrations of
this type on Bird Street and Worcester Road, all constructed in the 1840s and
1850s. Particularly intact examples of this numerous type are the
Jewett-Smith-Greenwood House, 12 Bird Street (Map #106, Photo #4), ca. 1850;
the Butterick-Dayis House. 2 Bird Street (Map #101), ca. 1850; and the Burpee
House, 16 Maple Street (Map #54, Photo #8), ca. 1840. An unusual variant of
this type is 6 Bird Street (Map #103), ca. 1840, which has a five-bay first
floor with center door, and two stories in the gable.

Taylor Ross, a carpenter and contractor active in building and real estate
transactions, in Sterling Center in the 1840s and 1850s, built two very
similar Greek Revival/ltalianate gable-front and wing houses in the Center in
the 1850s. Both the Bailey House, 237 Worcester Road (Map #29), ca. 1850, and
the Stuart House, 2 Newell Hill Road (Map #78), ca. 1850-1860, show
similarities in style, plan, and detailing. They are 2 1/2-story,
Aclapboarded, L-shaped structures with one two-bay gable facing the street and
a perpendicular two-bay ell, containing the front door in the bay nearest the
center. The 6/6 windows and door have plain surrounds and the simple molding
profiles of the cornices are similar. Both gables have deep returns and a
small arched window with capital blocks on the posts. The Stuart House is
more elaborate, with a keystone block in the arched windows, fully enclosed
gable pediment, and sidelights by the door. Together the houses which were
both considered fine enough to be later used as parsonages, provide a unique
illustration of a mass-produced building type in a mid-19th-century rural
town. A small number of other cross-gabled form houses survive. The

continued
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Kiiburn-Stevenson-butterick Cottage, 4b Main Street (Map #46, Photo ffl), ca.
I8bu, has deep returns and an unusual, probably later, Palladian window in the
main gable. The cottage at 10 Princeton Road (Map #21), ca. 1850, has molded
caps on the corner boards.

The Brown-Lamarche House, 7 Princeton Road (Map #14), ca. 1855, is the only
gothic farmhouse in the district. It is a 1 1/2-story clapboarded structure,
three bays wide with one centered gable over the front door and a slightly
smaller 1 1/2-story ell projecting from the right side. The front, side, and
ell gables have decorative jigsaw-cut vergeboards whose trefoil pattern
profile is echoed in the brackets of the square pillars of the one-story porch
that wraps around the front and right side of the main block. The farmhouse
is accompanied by a full complement of 20th-century farm outbuildings. An
intricate gothic vergeboard adorns the otherwise simple vernacular 1 1/2-story
end gable Pratt House, 10 Waushacum Avenue (Map #75). Although any other
original details are obscured by synthetic siding and later porch and bay
window additions, this gothic decoration applied to a vernacular house
represents the most common method of reflecting stylistic change in this rural
town.

Only four houses in the district have clearly Italianate details. The Perley
Bartlett House, 24 Maple Street (Map #59), ca. 1859, is a close interpretation
ot the cross-gabled symmetrical Italianate cottage developed by Anthony F.
Downing in his Architecture of Country Houses, 1850. The 2 1/2-story cottage
has deep eaves with exposed rafters, clapboarding, and beaded corner posts.
The front three-bay gable has a central door with an openwork portico and a
second floor balcony with french windows on the first floor and bracketed and
openwork one-story shutters. An added rear ell leads to a perpendicular
two-story office addition. The unaltered mid-19th-century quality of the
house is enhanced by its surviving contemporary barn with board and batten
siding, gable window surmounted by a carved sunburst fan, and a square cupola
with gilded weathervane. The deep, landscaped front lawn is evocative of a
bygone era with an openwork gazebo and a ca. 1900 wooden double swing set.

The other Italianate buildings in the district are gable-front house forms
with Italianate details. The D. H. Hosmer House, 33 Maple Street (Map #63),
ca. 1875, is a 2 1/2-story clapboarded structure with an Italianate square
pillared flat-roofed portico, brackets and dentils in the cornice,
cornerboards with bracketed capitals, and a pointed gable window. The
accompanying barn is a large vernacular Stick Style example with bracketed,
articulated bays. The Sawyer-Priest House. 31 Maple Street (Map #64), ca.
1860, is a square, hipped-roof structure with alternating paired brackets and
dentils in the cornice of the house and rear barn.

continued
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The Queen Anne and Eastlake styles also do not appear as separate building
forms so much as decorative options for larger specimens of the gable-front
house. The Mason House, 4 Main Street (Map #9, Photo #2), ca. 1850, is a
large three-bay 2 1/2-story end-gable clapboarded house with a fully enclosed
pediment and a pair of two-story bay windows flanking a ca. 1870 central
pedimented porch with turned columns, crossed stickwork balustrade, and carved
brackets. The Reed-Sawyer House, 7 Waushacum Avenue (Map #85), ca. 1860, is
also a large three-bay, 2 1/2-story house, now sided, but still decorated with
a spindlework portico on the main door, a spindlework screened, one-story
porch on the right side, and a diamond window in the gable. A 1 1/2-story
gambrel-roofed ell addition projects from the left rear side. The H. P.
Kendall House, 14 Waushacum Avenue (Map #76), ca. 1888, is the only Queen Anne
example whose huge massing shows Shingle Style influences in the town. The
large shingled and clapboarded house has cross gables, two-story bay windows,
and dropped gables on the main ridge.

As the village was almost completely built up by ca. 1890, and prosperity had
begun to decline, little was built in later forms and styles. The Mitchell
House, 14 Main Street (Map #7), ca. 1907, is the most prominent of two
Colonial Revival/Shingle houses built on the site of the Conant Hotel, which
burnt ca. 1903. It is a large 2 1/2-story, three-bay shingled structure with
a cross gambrel and a large raised porch with Doric columns. The house at
16 Houghton Road (Map #86), is very similar. Smaller examples showing later
Colonial Revival influences also exist, such as 239 Worcester Road (Map #30),
ca. 1920-1930, an end-gable, 2 1/2-story, gambrel-roofed house with a front
porch with Doric columns. Several older houses in the district received
Colonial Revival porch additions at the end of the 19th century, the most
elaborate being the Greek Revival Foster House. 26 Maple Street (Map #60).
with an elaborately gabled and bracketed porch with Doric columns.

Public Buildings

None of the Center's 18th-century public buildings survive, as their
19th-century replacements were always erected upon the same sites as their
predecessors. Most of Sterling's public buildings were built in the Greek
Revival style during its period of greatest economic growth (1830-1850).

The 1835 Town Hall, 31 Main Street (Map #40, Photo #1), is the oldest public
building remaining in Sterling and is one of the most elaborate buildings in
the district. It occupies the site of the 1800 town hall, which was the first
separate town hall in Worcester county. It was designed by local
architect/carpenter John Springer, with a three-bay, 2 1/2-story, gable-front
facade, and a full Greek Revival temple front with four fluted Doric columns
carved by master carpenter. John M. Stevenson. The main facade is covered

continued
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with horizontal flushboarding, while the sides are clapboarded. The east end
was enlarged in 1893 to give the present structure a length of seven bays. It
presently holds town offices on the ground floor, with a large meeting room
with a stage on the second story.

The 1800 town hall had housed the center district school, so the Brick
Schoolhouse, 32 School Street (Map #91, Photo #7), was also erected in 1835.
ihis simple 1 1/2-story, seven-bay-wide and four-bay-deep structure is one of
only four 19th-century brick buildings in the district. Its long use as a
school building, meeting place, and shop has led to many minor alterations
which do not compromise the integrity of the building. These include an ell
to the right (since removed), a small wood clapboarded ell with a door on the
left side, and a 20th-century gabled glass entry porch enclosing the main door
in the second bay from the right. The school presently has a modern two-room
interior and is used as the American Legion headquarters.

Only two of the three churches that once faced the Common in the latter half
of the 19th century survive. The oldest church building in Sterling is the
Old Congregational Church, 33 Main Street (Map #41, Photo #1). Its changing
ownership illustrates the rise and fall of religious diversity in Sterling.
Built in 1838 to house the new Universalist Society, it was sold in 1853 to
the Evangelical Congregational Society, which later federated with the
Baptists. Last used for church services in the 1940s, it stands now in
somewhat altered form as a professional office building. It is a Greek
Revival clapboarded church. 2 1/2-stories high and three bays deep on a
raised, clapboard-covered foundation with corner pilasters, simple cornice,
and a fully enclosed pediment. Early photographs reveal that it originally
had two entrances on the main facade instead of the present porticoed center
doorway flanked by bay windows. It originally had a simple two-stage Greek
Revival steeple, which is now missing its octagonal spire.

The only active church in the center is the First Church, 6 Meetinghouse Hill
Road (Map #5, Photo #6), facing the Congregational Church and Town Hall across
the Common. Built in 1842 to replace the elaborate Federal meetinghouse which
burned that year, this third meetinghouse occupies the site of the first 1742
meetinghouse. Also designed by John Springer, the three-bay main facade has a
central door and a full Greek Revival temple front with fluted Doric columns
carved by John Stevenson. The large 15/15 side windows have elaborate
surrounds. The square three-stage steeple is surmounted by an octagonal clock
tower and spire. The interior was altered in 1886 to make Freeman Hall. The
1955 Parish House next to the church, occupying the site of the former church
stables, is a wide, low one- and two-story building designed in a Greek
Revival derived manner that does not detract from the integrity of the church
surroundings.

continued
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Due to the slight economic decline caused by the removal of manufacturing and
the Civil War. no public building occurred in Sterling until the 1880s. A new
building spurt then reflected the prosperity of a growing agricultural
community and the need to expand the facilities of existing institutions.

The High School. 50 Main Street (Map #44), was built in 1883. to meet the
growing need for a four-year high school in Sterling's overcrowded system. It
is a large 2 1/2-story, clapboarded structure, three-bays-wide and
four-bays-deep in the Eastlake style with deeply overhanging eaves with
exposed rafters. The 6/6 windows are surmounted by small bracketed hoods.

The gabled entry porch and front gable are decorated with spindlework.
shingles, jigsaw cut work, and rows of dentils. The building is now used as
the Municipal Electric Company, and has been altered inside.

The Conant Memorial Public Library. 4 Meeting House Hill Road (Map #6. Photo
#6). was given to the town in 1885 by prominent Worcester lawyer, Sterling
native, and hotel owner Edwin A. Conant, in memory of his daughter. It is
Sterling's only High Victorian Gothic building, 2 1/2-stories of flat
buttressed and gabled brick with white stone stringcourses and lintels
producing a typically polychromatic effect. Funds have recently been voted to
build an architecturally compatible extension to the south of the building,
which will increase its capacity without compromising the integrity of the
original design.

Commercial/Industrial Buildings

While Main Street became lined with stores by the mid-19th century, small
manufacturing shops were interspersed among the houses in the rest of the
district. There is little trace of the light industrial activities that were
practiced in the village during the 19th century beyond a few small shop
buildings. The small streams that powered the lathes for the numerous, early
19th-century chair shops are now largely piped underground, with the exception
of the small stream that runs through marshy ground on the southeast edge of
School Street, near the site of the demolished, late-19th-century Buck Chair
Finishing factory.

Merchants' establishments were simple 1 1/2- or 2 1/2-story frame structures
with added storefronts otherwise identical to contemporary residential
structures. The Bartlett-Butterick Building, 42 Main Street (Map #47,

Photo #1), is the least altered example of this type. Built in the 1840s as a
general store, it is a 2 1/2-story, three-bay-wide, six-bay-deep, gablefront
structure with a one-story ell with porch overhang extending to the right
rear. Now aluminum sided, it once had capped corner boards and a deep gable
return. The original storefront was recessed to create a porch overhang with

continued
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square Doric posts. The right corner column still survives in the present
storefront. In the early 1900s, the main facade had a large central door

flanked by two display windows and a smaller door to the extreme right. This
configuration has been retained in the present Realty World storefront,
although the windows have been enlarged to square projecting bays.

Early manufacturing shops tended to be smaller with different proportions from
residential buildings, although they often contained the living as well as
working quarters of individual craftsmen. The Copeland Gun Shop, 37 School
Street (Map #92), was built soon after School Street opened, in 1835, and has
housed a series of small craftsmen and their shops. Built into the side of
the steep gully, which crosses the district and once held the railroad, the
very small 2 1/2-story, clapboarded, two-bay-deep shop presents a 1 1/2-story,
three-bay central door facade at street level. A small shed attached to the
left side probably once held stairs that led down to the shop, which was below
street grade. Exterior stairs on the right side and in the interior now lead
to the 1ower level.

The OId Blood and Rice Hat Shop. 26-28 Princeton Road (Map #17). was built in
the early 1800s for a large hat manufactory. The 2 1/2-story, eleven-bay-wide
building has apparently been enlarged and is now converted to multi-unit
rental apartments and completely covered by synthetic siding. It is a rare
example preserving the shape and size of a large, early-19th-century
industrial building in Sterling Center.

The only remaining active historic industry in the Center is the Sterling
Cider Mill. 15 Waushacum Avenue (Map #82, Photo #9). The 19th-century Flagg
and loombs cider mill occupied a nearby site on School Street. The present
mill was built on a new site (ca. 1910). Although damaged by fire in the
1920s, and greatly enlarged and altered since, it preserves a core of
early-20th-century industrial buildings still used for their original
purpose. The main building is a large two-story wooden structure with a
five-story tower at the west end. Although it is now covered in nailed
horizontal asphalt strips painted silver, the characteristic ca. 1900 heavy,
exposed rafter ends are still visible in the deep eaves of the flat roof.
Numerous sheds and gabled additions and outbuildings of later date are
attached to the sides and rear of the original block.

Only one building survives from the Railroad Depot that brought commerce and
population to Sterling Center in the second half of the 19th century. The
vacant and badly deteriorated Freight Depot. Waushacum Avenue (Map #81). is a
long 1 1/2-story clapboarded structure, three-bays-long with deeply
overhanging eaves and several doors. As the railroad tracks have been
removed, the depot stands isolated in the center of the Cider Mill driveway on
Waushacum Avenue.

conti nued
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Probably because of the limited building space between tall hills and
marshlands, intensive reuse of sites and buildings became the typical
19th-century pattern of construction and land use in the Center. All of the
19th-century public buildings occupy the same site as the earlier 18th-century
buildings they replace, such as the Town Hall or First Church. As the town
grew between 1800 and 1850, several early houses were moved to new sites
sometimes within the same block, and new houses were built on the old site.
Moved buildings include: Map numbers 36, 52, 53, 68. and 96. These moved and
altered buildings are typically characteristic of the Sterling Center Historic
District and are considered contributing.

Most intrusions in the district are constructed in scale and style compatible
with the 18th- and 19th-century vernacular architecture. Most new
1940-to-present residences are small three-bay capes with rear ells, asbestos
shingles, or aluminum siding. Some 1 1/2-story houses from the 1930s show
Colonial Revival or eclectic Tudor influences, such as 20 Princeton Road
(Map #D-19) which has a small half-timbered front pediment. None of these
houses are large enough or densely arranged enough to be intrusions.
Unusually, the two large public buildings erected in the 1950s, the First
Church Parish Hall (Map #5. Photo #6) and St. Richard of Chichester Catholic
Church (just outside the boundary on Bridge Street, but with a tower visible
in the townscape) were built in Greek Revival-derived styles which harmonize
with the predominantly Greek Revival, 19th-century public buildings on the
Common. The 1935 Butterick School, Park Street (Map #1-48), a large
two-story, rectangular brick building with flat, deco-inspired buttress
articulation, is a more discordant intrusion on the Common. The only other
intrusive, large public building is the Fire Station/Pol ice Department,

IA & B Main Street (Map #F-33), 1958, which is a two-story International Style
Drick structure whose paved deep setback in front breaks the 19th-century
streetscape pattern. A bend in Main Street hides this building from the
Common, thus minimizing its negative visual impact. All of the three new
drive-through banks on Main Street are one-story brick structures built in
late-20th-century Colonial styles with multi-paned sash windows and Georgian
trim, and thus are not stylistically intrusive presences on Main Street.
However, as they replace larger two-story, 19th-century structures, their
smaller scale disrupts the original streetscape. The large housing complex on
the east side of Bird Street creates an intrusive eastern boundary to the
district. The complex consists of several one-story brick units interspersed
with driveways and parking lots with a deep lawn on Bird Street, flanked by
two-story sided units. Its insularity, depth, scale, and setback make it
incompatible with the small, 19th-century houses on the west side of the
street, which faced an open field during the period of significance.

conti nued
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Despite active development, a significant amount of open space has always
survived as an integral part of the district streetscapes. Houses still
occupy large lots, especially on Pine, Waushacum. and south Maple Streets.
The Town Common (Map #49). a focal point of community activity, was levelled
and graded during the 1799 construction of the second Meeting House, and was
the site of cattle shows for over one hundred years. Originally treeless,
with present foliage planted in the 1880s, it once was surrounded by an iron
fence and had an open bandstand at the south end, ca. 1899. The other
18th-century town land is the OIld Chocksett Cemetery (Map #57), which contains
burials dating to 1736, including graves of all of Chocksett's five original
settlers. Its approximately 1,175 to 1,185 gravestones include good examples
of several 18th-century New England tombstone carving styles. The newest
municipal park in the district is the Sterling Memorial Area (Map #S-110),
reclaimed in the 1980s from the marshland that formerly lay behind the
buildings on the east side of Main Street.

Sterling Center's location in a small valley between high wooded hills has
helped it to retain the integrity of its 19th-century size and configuration.
Its surroundings have remained primarily rural, with some of the farms on the
hills still operated. A few modern subdivisions on the village border on
Newell Hill and Meeting House Hill Roads and a small commercial strip on
Worcester Road are effectively hidden from the center by the configuration of
the hills. The district retains remarkable integrity of the architectural and
spatial relationships of the buildings.

continued
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Archaeological Description

While no prehistoric sites are currently recorded in the district, it is
highly likely that sites are present. Ore site has been reported within the
general area (within one mile). The original physical characteristics of the
district, well-drained uplands, particularly knolls, adjacent to several small
streams and wetlands would have made this an attractive area for native
subsistence and settlement activities. Given the large size of the district
and controlled historic development it is highly probable that sites are
present.

There is also a high potential for significant historical archaeological
remains on the property. Controlled testing and excavation may indicate
whether survivals of 18th-century public buildings and residences survive
around the common, the original center point for the town. Occupation-related
features (trash pits, privies, and wells) are likely to be found around
archaeological survivals of early structures as well as standing 18th- and
19th-residences, public, and commercial buildings. Archaeological survivals
of the town's early industries are also probably present. In particular, the
garden and land surrounding the house at 4 School Street (Map #87) should
yield information about the 19th century cider mill once located at this
location. Archaeological remains of the Buck Chair Finishing Factory are also
likely present in the marshy field southwest of the building at 15 School
Street (Map #100). The Town Common, regraded in the 19th century, may contain
patterns of sheet refuse reflective of its uses during this period.



8. Statement of Significance Sterling Center Historic District, Sterling, Massachusetts
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

I Inationally e statewide H locally
Applicable National Register Criteria H A < B [xlc | lo
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) e« A ¢ B ¢ C ¢ e £ <« F 111G
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture 1760-1 g?fi

Conmer ce
Conmunity Pl anning and Devel opnent

Cultural Affiliation

RIA
Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A N/A

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Sterling Center Historic District exenplifies the well-preservedcivic,
religious, and economc center of arural central Missachusetts town as it
devel oped during the18th and 19th centuries. From 1742 t 0 1800, the centei
village was a sparsely popul ated church-focused cluster of public buildings.
From 1800 t 0 1840 it becane a snal| manufacturing center. Aided bythe comr”
of the railroad in 1849, it developed as a center for coomerce. By 1870, t he
district had achieved close toits present extant, with all of the main roads
and alnost all of the present building sites i nuse. Between 1890 and 1920
cane a decline inpopulation, construction, and economc activity as the
connunity experienced the stasis connon t orural areas of the period. Hi e
district isacluster of 18th- and 19th-century civic, comercial, and
residential buildings and outbuildings intheir original spatial relationship
with few nodern intrusions and largely rural outskirts. [tretains integrity
of location, setting, design, mateiials, workmanship, feeling, and association
under Criteria A and Cof the National Register of Historic Places and i s
significamt onthe local level.

Sterling Center istheoriginal religious andpolitical focus of thetown of
Sterling, Massachusetts. Sterling isthewestern part of theland purchased
by colonists fromthe Nashaway | ndians i n 1643 and 1701 and i ncorporated into
the town of Lancaster. After thefirst white settlement in 1720, in the
section northwest of Vduschacum Lake, "Wonsechuckset" or "Chocksett" grew
until Lancaster set of f the Second or Vst Precinct in 1741-1742 toprovide
for thelarge nunber of newresidents i nthe area. Lancaster voted to build
the meetinghouse for the newparish at the southern foot of Hidge Hill "near
where t helargest lunber grew' (Goodw n, p.379). "lhree acres were donated by
a descendant of anoriginal proprietor, Elias Sawyer, and becane the present

Ix~l See continuation sheet
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Sterling Gonman and First Church G ounds. For nost of the 18th century, the
only burldings inthe Center were the neetinghouse, school, and pound, none of
whi ch survive todaﬁ. The marshland conprising nost of the center nade i t
undesireabl e and thus undevel oped until after the Revolution. Contenporaries
described the center as "adark and al nost inpenetrable swanp, interspersed
with grave knolls, crowned with rugged oaks" (Goodw n, p. 379).

The first dwelling near the Center was built in 1759 by Jabez Brooks, on the
west side of the Conmen on the site nowoccupied by the Mtchell House, 14
Miin Street (Mp #7). Brooks ran atavern, and successive hotels were
constructed, burnt down, and reconstructed onthe site until the early-20th
century, when the present residence vas built. Around 1760, three other
farnhouses were built within ahalf-mle radius fromthe neetinghouse. The
house of the Rev. John Mellen stood on the site of 32 Miple Street (Mp #62),
and the house of Deacon Jonathan Gsgood stood on 27 Princeton Road (Mp #16).
The present Sterling Historical Soci etr Headquarters at 7 Pine Street (N
#73, Photo #5) has seen a succession of inportant residents since its
construction, ca. 1760, by Joshua Kilburn. These include ca. 1806- 1829,
General  Thonas Haywood Bl ood, the owner of the Blood &R ce Hit Manufactory,
wio renained arespected and trusted local figure even after his business ran
into financial difficulties inthe 1830s. [Its nost promnent owner ves Dr.
W liam Daindridge Peck (occupied 1837-1890), Harvard educated physician. Town
Cerk, representative to the General Court, State Senator and Town Treasurer.
During his occupancK, the house was enl arged and refurbished, and, as the
meeting place for the Sterling Lyceumin the 1850s, served as a social and
cultural center for the town. Dr. Josiah Leavitts' stylish ca. 1778 nansion
at 12 Main Street (Mp #8, Photo #2) set a standard of style which was not
achieved again in Sterli n% until the 19th century. After financial
difficulties (brought on by over extended |and specul ation and the
construction of this expensive house) forced Levitt to |eave town, ca.
1785-1787, the house was occupied by other promnent and well-off citizens,
including Edward Raynond, Esq., chairnmaker, and John Robbins. Esg.. both
justices of the peace and promnent |andowners inthe center. The nerchant
Ebenezer Pope also huilt alarge house at 48 Main Street (Mp #45), inthe
1770s, which later (1813-1826) housed the law offices of local historian Isaac
@odw n, and since 1887 has served as the Unitarian and Federated Church

par sonage.

Chocksett parish grewinto a sizeableagricultural conmunity and. after nearly
forty years of petitions . wasincorporated as the tow of Sterling in 1781
The newtown was naned after Gn. WIliam A exander. Lord Sterling, under whom
several promnent Chocksett parishioners had served in the Anerican
Revol uti on. the 1790s. the Center Village, which had begun as an isol ated
cluster of public buildings, had groan toten to thirty "decent houses"
(Dwight, p. 379) around the church.

cont i nued
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The Center experienced a period of rapid growh in population and building
stock between 1790 and 1830. Wth the newprosperity at the turn of the
century cane a spurt of civic construction. Anelegant and costly new
meet i nghouse vas built, in 1799, onthe site of the first meetinghouse. The
first town hall in Wrcester O)unt?]/, whi ch al so housed the center school

fol lowed in 1801. located across the Conmon. A powder house and hearse house
vere constructed in 1804 ~ Commercial buil di ngs began to appear along Min
Street running north-south past the Conman at the junction of the Princeton,
VWrcester, and Leomnster roads. Residential devel opnent first clustered on
these nmain roads (Mple, Meetinghouse Hill, Princeton, and VMrcester roads)
radiating out from the onman towards other towns or local farns. The first
cross street. Pine, existed by 1830. Swall nmanufacturing shopsinterm ngled
with residential buildingsand barns along these roads.

Several surviving residences were built by promnent local professionals.
These inportant town figures included doctors, |awers, and successful
busi nessman.  Their houses are with few exceptions |arge vernacular structures
with stylish details that nade themstand out inthis rural town. Fine
residences were added to or altered by later generations rather than
denol i shed to nake way for nore stylish buildings. Mses Smth (1763-1814),
Town G erk, nerchant, apothecary, and doctor, built 9and 11 Main Street
S\Aap #s 37 and 38), ca. 1785 ashis house and store. The original store at
Min Street burnt in 1774, destroying all of the Sterling Toan Records,
which Smth kept inhis office there. Thestore wss rebuilt inmediately in
1795.  Agranite-roofed tunnel connects the two buildings. Aswth nost store
buildings in Sterling center, the second floor vas used as aneeting hall or
offices inthe 19th century. Dr. Luther Allen had aconfortable house,
8 Maple Street, ca. 1793 gm)_ved in185% to 7 Mple Street, My #68). Minasseh
Houghton al so built a house in the 1790s which still stands at 17 Miple Street
( #67, Photo #3). Isaac Goodwn built 6 Pine Street (Mp #70) in the
1820s, which vas later occupied bythe town's fourth mnister. Rev. Peter
Gsgood, from 1826-1840, and in 1855 by busi nessman Jonathan Sawyer Butteri ck.
B/ 1826. Sterling Center contained fifty dwelling houses and sixty famlies.

Anunber of small streans running through the narshy land led to itsrapid

devel opment in the first three decades of the 19th century as a nucleus for
light Industry. In 1826, the nost prosperous industry ves chairnaking,

carried onin twenty-four small shops and enploying at its height al nost one
hundred people. The chair shops produced about 70,000 chairs valued at

$30, 000-40, 000 a year for nmarkets in the South and Vést |ndies. Sone shops
were private one-nan operations run by local farmers during the winter, wnile
others were full- scale establishments. In the 1820s and 1830s, prom nent

chair manufacturers in Sterling were Glson Brown, Joel Pratt (at Pratt's
Junction), Benjamn Stuart, Nehemah Pierson, Sanwel Houghton, and Eli Kil burn.

cont i nued
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Few buildings and sites remain which are associated with the early-19th-
century chairmaking industry in Sterling. Amini Brooks, a Windsor Chair
maker, owned the ca. 1794 house at 11 Wauschacum Avenue (Map #83). after
1807. Prominent Windsor chair maker Edward Raymond probably built 8 Pine
Street (Map #72). ca. 1800 as his residence. EIli Kilburn built his retirement
home at 8 Maple Street in the 1850s. Now demolished, small chair shops
existed in the 1870s on the premises of Edward N. Taylor and J.M. Bailey at
19 Wauschacum Avenue (Map #80) and 3 Newell Hill Road (Map #79) respectively.
By 1879. James W. Fitchburg was the primary chairmaker in the Center. Later,
the chair industry in Sterling was primarily carried on at the site southwest
of 15 School Street (Map #100). which was the location of Buck's Chair
Finishing Shop (demolished) from ca. 1870 to ca. 1900.

The Blood and Rice Hat Manufactory, which employed about thirty men plus
mechanics in support industries, produced in the 1820s and 1830s about 12,000
napped and fur hats and 5,000 felt hats a year for $42,000 to $45,000 in
annual sales. Housewright Joshua Houghton's ca. 1790 house at 10 Maple Street
(Map #51) was used as the first site of the Blood and Rice hat shop. The
business was moved to a new and larger building ca. 1831. at 26-28 Princeton
Road (Map #17). The proprietors, General Thomas Blood (he served in the
militia) and Nahun Rice lived near the first shop at 7 and 8 Pine Street
respectfully (Map #s 73 and 72). Their business suffered in the depression of
the late 1830s, and Rice eventually left town. Palm-leaf hats and
scythe-snaithes were also made in Sterling in the 1830s. Other businesses
located on the main road from Princeton to Boston which ran through the
village were blacksmith shops, a tannery, shoemakers, cabinet makers, taverns,
and stores.

Many present residences were built as small manufacturing shops or shop-homes
during the first half of the 19th century. These buildings are all small
vernacular frame structures with little or no ornament. Some of the oldest
surviving building in the district are associated with early industries. At
least the rear part of 7 Main Street (Map #36) Was used as a shop from
1792-1820 for Joseph Loring. who made and repaired eight-day clocks and also
ran a general store from the shop. Loring's ca. 1800 house still stands down
the street at 8 Princeton Road (Map #22).

The reuse and conversion of buildings from shop to residence and back again
became a common pattern. The small shop at 37 School Street (Map #92) was
built ca. 1835-1840. and was used as a shop and residence for various
craftsmen throughout the 19th century. It was used by Henry Sawyer, tinware
and store dealer (1849-1852). by Ebenezer Butterick as a shirtmaking shop
(1852-1853). as the home and studio of artist Leonard M. Whitney in 1864, and
was the home and shop of master gunsmith Francis Copeland from 1870 to 1888.

continued
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The shop seens to have been on the lower [evel of the house, which was built
on the side of the center gully, with the residence at street level and a side
stair to bring custoners down to the shop.

The economc prosperity of the 1820s and 1830s |ed to another wave of public
buildin%. The 1842 First Church of Sterling (Mp #5. Photo #6) is the third
church building to occupy the original neetinghouse site. The elegant Geek
Revival building was built after the 1799 neetinghouse bur ned, dprobably due to
arson by the faction which wanted i treplaced. [t vas designed by |ocal
architect John Springer, with colums carved by master craftsman John
Stevenson. Springer owned the Edward Raynonds house at 8 Pine Street

(Mp #72), from 1840 to 1865. The less elaborate Geek Revival Ad
Congregational  Church (Mp #41. Photo #1), on the Gonmon, vas built in 1838 to
serve the newy established Universalist Society. The Baptist church, now
denol i shed, stood upon the site of the 1935 Butterick School (Mp #48).

The 1835 Town Hall (Mp #40, Photo #1), facing the Conman on the corner of
Miin and Mapl e Streets, conpletes the survivi n?tnmurate of Geek Revival
public buildings. Built to replace the original 1800 town hall, it vas also
designed and executed by Springer and Stevenson ina style simlar though
sinpler than the First Church. In additionto town offices, the second floor
neeting roomws used for the Cattle Showexhibits, concerts, |ectures,
dances, graduation exercises, and until the 1970s, al | town neetings. Vien
this town hall wvas built, land vas purchased and School Street opened up for
the construction of the Gd Brick School Hbuse (Mp #91. Photo #7&, whi ch
remained intermttently inuse as a school until 1957. Since 1885, it has
al so been used as a practice space for the Sterli ng? Cadet Band, a newspaper
printing shop, grocery store, and a neeting place for the Gand Any of the
Republic, and is now owed and used for neetings by the Anerican Legion.

The arrival of the Fitchburg and Sterling Junction line to the Center Village
in 1849 opened a new era of activity. The depot once occupied the [and along
the gully on either side of Depot Street at 1t sintersection wth School
Street. The only survivingrallroad building is the badly deteriorated
Freight Depot (Mp #81), and the tracks are nw removed. The 1840s and 1850s
were decades of intense real estate speculation by farmer-entrepreneurs and
busi nessnen in the entire town but especiallyin the center, where very snall
lots were conbi ned, sold, divided, and reconbined with great rapidity. The
railroad contributed to the devel opment of Bird Street and extension of School
Street to Wrcester Road soon thereafter, and construction of smaller

vernacul ar Geek Revival houses, owned or rented by workers, craftsmen and
smal | nerchants. SPecuI ative builders constructed several cottages for sale
or rent. Tw exanples of Taylor Ross' carpentry work survive at 237 \Mrcester
Road (Mp #21) and 2 Newell Hill Road (Mp #68). Qnaners of rental property in

conti nued
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the 1850s on Bird Street included Flagg and Toombs, cider manufacturers, at

6 Bird Street (Map #103) and Sydney Smith at 8 Bird Street (Map #104). Some
of the older houses on Maple Street also apparently became rental. Chair
magnate Eli Kilburn purchased the 1790s house of Dr. Luther Allen from Allen's
widow, in 1856, and moved the house to 7 Maple Street (Map #68), where it was
rented out. Some of these houses continued to be rented under new owners
after the Civil War. Dr. William Peck apparently owned 29 and 33 School
Street in the 1870s (Map #s 96 and 94). Rare late Victorian indication of the
railroad's importance is the large Queen Anne house of H. P. Kendall, Center
Station Agent for over fifty-three years, built for himself on the corner of
Depot (Wauschacum) and School Streets (Map #76), in 1888.

An example of a typical Sterling commercial building is the Bartlett-Butterick
Building at 42 Main Street (Map #47, Photo #1). It was built in the 1840s by
Perley Bartlett, and served as a general store and Post Office in the Bartlett
family until the 1920s. In the 1860s, Bartlett owned the business in
partnership with J.S. Butterick, a local businessman who owned much property
in the center. In the second floor of the store, Butterick's brother Ebenezer
Butterick. who ran a small shirtmaking shop at 37 School Street, cut out his
first paper shirt pattern, founding a pattern-making business which later
moved to Leominster, Fitchburg, and New York and continues today as the
nationally prominent Butterick Publishing Co. As he became prosperous.
Bartlett also built a fine Italianate cottage for himself at 24 Maple Street
(Map #59), in 1859. Among the altered but surviving 19th-century stores among
Main Street are Map #s 37, 39. and 47 (Photo #1). The Pharmacy Block

(Map #39) has had at least four different storefronts since the 1870s.

The growth of the town as a commercial center owed much to the development of
the Sterling farm economy for the Boston and Worcester markets. Beginning in
the 1820s. a twice-weekly market wagon from Sterling to Boston encouraged
farmers to focus on dairying, particularly butter, and the production of veal,
pork, poultry, fruit, and vegetables, giving local farmers ready cash to spend
on real estate and imported goods from England and the West Indies. The
introduction of the railroad, in 1849, made possible sales of milk to larger
cities, leading to a shift away from cheese within dairying. The amount of
milk produced in the town annually grew dramatically, from over 83.000 gallons
in 1865, to over 1.3 million gallons at its peak in 1912. The second half of
the century also saw the rise of fruit-raising as a major crop. The change in
agricultural focus reflects a general New England trend towards specialty and
market produce.

The importance of fruit-growing to the Sterling economy in the second half of
the 19th century led to the establishment of the Flagg and Toombs cider mill
which continued in operation until the 1890s, and is now demolished. There is

continued
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still a cider mill operating in Sterling Center on Wauschacum Avenue which was
built by the Hildick family near the railroad freight yard in the first decade
of the 20th century, the sole survivor of 19th-century center industry.

Nineteenth-century farm houses with barns survive at the edges of the district
to signal how close the borders between village and farmland were and largely
still are. At 12 Meetinghouse Hill (Map #2), 32 Maple Street (Map #62),

7 Princeton Road (Map #14), and 33 Maple Street (Map #54) are prosperous farms
on the hills surrounding the Center Village. Most of these farmhouses retain
original or later barns and some of their outbuildings. The simplest and
oldest farmhouses are the ca. 1800 Federal Brown-Harris House at 27 Princeton
Road (Map #16), and the Greek Revival Wilder Farm (Map #2) on Meetinghouse
Hill, built by Armory Pollard ca. 1840, which has a very fine later
19th-century barn. The most elaborate farmhouse is the unusual brick
Hosmer-Robinson House at 32 Maple Street (Map #62). It was built ca. 1840 by

Daniel Hosmer who farmed Kendall Hill, to replace the 18th-century
farmhouse-parsonage of Rev. John Mellen, which gave the area the nickname
Divinity Hill. High style farm buildings of the later 19th century are

represented by Theodore S. Brown's ca. 1855 Gothic farmhouse at 7 Princeton
Road (Map #14) and D.H. Hosmer's ca. 1875 Italianate house and barn at

33 Maple Street (Map #63). These border farmhouses are generally more
elaborate than contemporary structures further away from the center.

Numerous benevolent societies flourished within the prosperous community.
Among the earliest was the Social Library organized in 1804. The Sterling
Mutual Improvement Society was begun, in 1822. as a forum for school
competitions and lectures. It grew into the Sterling Lyceum by 1848. which
was active for twelve years in bringing such speakers as Emerson, Holmes, and
Parker to its lectures and debates at Dr. William Peck's house on School
Street. The library tradition led to the foundation, in 1871. of a town free
library, housed on the second floor of the Bartlett store until construction
of a library building in 1885. The Conant Memorial Public Library (Map #6.
Photo #6). next to the First Church on the Common, highlights the last
19th-century burst of civic building. The high Victorian Gothic building was
given to the town in 1885 by Edwin A. Conant. a prominent Worcester lawyer and
Sterling native, in memory of his daughter Elizabeth Anne. Conant owned the
Conant Hotel, which stood next to the new library on the site of Jabez Brooks'
18th-century tavern until it burned in the 1900s (site of Map #7). The
Library building also housed town offices and the Antiquarian Room until the
1970s.

As the town's economy relied more heavily on orchard and dairy products,
agriculture became the focus for voluntary associations. The Farmers Club
was established in 1857 and two years later began to sponsor almost one
hundred years of annual Cattle Shows on the Common. An important social

continued
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organization in this rural town is the Patrons of Husbandry Sterling Grange
(Map #53), founded in 1868 and now one of the oldest continuously existing
granges in the state. Throughout the 19th century, the grange met at homes or
town buildings, but in 1903 purchased a large late-19th-century Italianate
school-building from West Boylston, which was to be demolished for the
construction of the MX reservoir system. The building was moved to its
present site at 14 Maple Street (Map #53, Photo #3) where it continues to
serve as Grange headquarters.

Few structures remain to testify to the municipal services Sterling provided
its citizens at this time. The need for a four-year secondary school prompted
the 1883 construction of the large Eastiakian Old High School, at 50 Main
Street (Map #44), which was used as a high school until 1916, an elementary
school until 1934. and now houses the Municipal Light Plant. The old Engine
House, now demolished, once housed the Fire Department, behind and to the
right of the library. The only relic of Sterling's early fire department is
the small shed-like Pump House (Map #74) on Wauschacum Avenue which encloses a
well, and was used for storing and filling the old fire engine in the
late-19th and early-20th centuries. Sterling gradually acquired all of the
trappings of modern technology. Telephone service began in 1904, whose
switchboard was operated from 26 School Street (Map #89). The electric
trolley from Worcester to Fitchburg came through Main Street in 1906.
Electricity began in 1911 and the small brick Archives building, behind the
Town Hall, was built ca. 1920 as an electric transformer substation.

Some small active industries remained in Sterling Center in the second half of
the 19th century, despite the town's shift of focus to agriculture. The
Center businesses included a slaughterhouse at Bird and Maple streets, near
the depot, and a large hotel on Main Street near the south corner of the
Common, but had lost the Blood and Rice Hat Manufactory and the Butterick
Clothing and Pattern operations. Although chair production did continue on a
smaller scale until the 1940s, and the cider mill remains, the only
substantial industry in Sterling by the 1870s was the pottery works in West
Sterling. The town's farmland and pasturage had long since reached its
development potential, and without other employment opportunities, the town
entered a period of population loss. Sterling's peak of population was
reached in 1860 at 1.881, and this figure was not matched until after World
War I1. Its lowest census reporting year was in 1895. when the town included
only 1.218 people. During the late-19th and early-20th centuries, the town
experienced loss followed by stability, a pattern characteristic of mature
argricultural communities. The building of state roads in the last quarter of
the 19th century and the introduction of automobile transportation were in
many ways responsible for the decline of the Center. Gas vehicles reduced the
farmers' dependence on rail transport for their produce and thus the

continued
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importance ot the center's railway depot. Likewise, residents were
increasingly able to shop at larger and more numerous stores in Clinton and
Worcester, reducing the need to patronize Sterling Center stores. This
20th-century economic stagnation has preserved tne 19th-century character of
the village essentially intact.

Archaeological Significance

Since the patterns of prehistoric occupation in Sterling are poorly
documented, any surviving sites would be significant. Since many streams and
wetlands in the district have been filled. Paleo environmental reconstruction
in the district area would assist in locating any sites present. These sites
and environmental information may have the potential for adding information
pertaining to native subsistence and settlement in the Sterling and Central
Massachusetts/Worcester Plateau Uplands area.

Historic archaeological remains have the potential for providing detailed
information on the changing social, cultural, and economic patterns that
characterized life in a rural central Massachusetts town as it developed in
the 18th and 19th centuries. The districts well-preserved open spaces and
intensely reused building sites indicates a high potential for both historic
and prehistoric survivals. Archaeological survivals may be especially helpful
for documenting the light industrial activities that characterized the
district during the 19th century.
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Description

Begi nning at t he northwest corner of 16 Meetinghouse Hill Road, the district
boundary travels southwest along the west curbline of Meetinghouse Hill Road;
turns east 200 feet behind 1 Park Street and follows therear (north)
boundaries of 48 Main Street; thence continues east 200 feet behind 50 M n
Street; thence turns south 200 feet from 50 Maple Street; thence turns west
along thenorth curbline of Min Street, crossing at the east boundary of

41 Main Street; thence travels west 200 feet behind (south) buildings to the
east boundary of 8 Maple Street; thence runs southeasterly along rear
(northern) ot lines toBridge Street; thence crosses Bridge Street and runs
200 feet behind 16 Mple Street toenconpass the west, north, and east
boundaries of the Cenetery; thence turns southeasterly at the rear (north)
boundary of 22 Maple Street torun 200 feet behind buildings to the

sout heastern boundary of 32 Maple Street; thence turns west along thenorth
curbline of Miple Street, crossing south toenconpass the east boundary of

33 Mapl e Street and proceed northwest 200 feet behind buildings, turningto
fol low the northwest boundary of 25 Miple Street; thence travels northwest
along thesouth curbline of Maple Street tothe north curbline of Bird Street;
thence runs southwest along thenorth curbline of Bird Street toturn east to
enconpass t henorth, east, and south boundaries of 2 Newell Hill Road; thence
runs along the west curbline of Newell Hill Road, turning west tonorth along
rear ot lines toturn west at a point 200 feet behind theGder M|l at

15 Vduschacum Avenue, proceeding toa point 200 feet behind (east) t he

bui I dings on Shool Street; thence runs southwest toturn north at the

sout hwest corner of 15 Shool Street; thence follows thenorth curbline of
Shool Street west toWrcester Road; thence runs northeast along the south
curbline of Wrcester Road toturn west 200 feet behind 2 Princeton Road;
thence travel s southwest 200 feet behind (southeast) buildings toturn
northwest at the southwest corner of 26-28 Princeton Road; thence travel s west
along thenorth curbline of Princeton Road and turns t o enconpass the west
boundary of 27 Princeton Road; thence turns east 200 feet behind 27 Princeton
Road and runs 200 feet behind buildings until i tturns northwest along the
west boundary. 14 Main Street; thence travels northwest and east 200 feet
around 16 Houghton Road; thence runs south al ong the west curbline of Houghton
Road toturn east at a point behind 4 Metinghouse Hll Road; thence runs
north 200 feet behind (west) buildings tothestarting point.

conti nued
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Justification

The boundaries of theSterling Center HistoricDistrict were drawn toinclude
all of theresidential, comercial, and institutional structures shown within
the Center Village onthe 1898 town nap, representing thefull extent of the
Center's growth I nthe 18thand 19th centuries. The nain roads radiate from
the Town Gonman i nthenorthern section of thedistrict at theintersection of
Massachusetts Routes 12 and 62. The district i s bounded on the northwest and
northeast (a Town park) by high, wooded hills, and on thewest, and east by
open fields interspersed with scrub trees. Tothe south and north, nodern
subdivisions |ieonforner farm ands which once encl osed t he Center. Beyond
the sout hwestern boundary. Wrcester Road (Rte. 12) contains mxed conmercial
strip devel opment and scattered early farnhouses.

QD Sterling
SCALE 1: 25000

UM REFERENCES
Point Zone Easting Nort hing

19 272990 4702070
19 273140 4701920
19 273170 4701730
19 273420 4701820
19 273260 4701680
19 273400 4701500
19 273280 4701470
19 273150 4701660
19 273020 4701420
19 272660 4701430
19 272430 4701420
19 272340 4701560
19 272760 4701840
19 272920 4702100

ZIr AT PO TMWdm >
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District Data Sheet
Sterling Center Historic District, Sterling Massachusetts

MEe/ MHG3# H STCR C N ffi STREET ALCRESS DATE G- STYLE . ;- STATUY
GONSTRUCTT ON RESO.RCE
133 Rose Cott age 16 Meetinghouse Hill Road ca. 1848 Greek Revival aB
Gar age ca. 1970 NJ B
134 W | der Farm 12 Meetinghouse Hill Road ca. 1845 G eek Revival aB

Barn late 19t h c. aB
Ganbrel Barn early 20th c. aB

A3 10 Meetinghouse Hill Road m d-20th c. Colonial Pvevlval NI B

B4 8 Meetinghouse Hill Road m d- 20t h c. NJ B
First Church 6 Meetinghouse Hill Road 1842 G eek Revival aB
Parish Hall i 1955 G eek Revival NI B

6 8 Conant Menori al 4 Meetinghouse Hill Road 1885 High Victorian aB
Public Library Got hic

V4 Mitchell House 14 Main Street ca. 1907 Col oni al Revival aB
Gar age/ Coach House ca. 1907 Col onial Revival aB

8 Leavi 11- Hought on- 12 Main Street ca. 1778 Feder al aB
W der House
Mason House 4 Main Street ca. 1850 G eek Revival aB
porch/ bays added ca. 1870 Stick additions

10 Fitch-Pl per-Reed- 2 Main Street ca. 1815 Feder al aB
Noyes House

11 SW Piper House 1 Princeton Road ca. 1883-1893 G eek Revival aB

12 Buss- Day House 3 Princeton Road ca. 1825 G eek Revival aB

13 5 Princeton Road ca. 1840 G eek Revival aB



14

G 15

16

17

18

D 19
20

21

22

23

24

64

Sterling Center Historic District,

H STCR C NAME

Br own- Lamar che House
Large Barn

Smal | Barn

Gar age

Long Sheds

Brown- Harri s House
Barn

Od Blood &Rice
Hat Shop

Harri s House
Barn

Sawyer - G aham House
Barn
Wel | House

Maynard House
Lori ng- Hought on-

Buck House
Barn

St uart - Rockwood House

District

S REET ALDRESS

7 Princeton Road

23 Princeton Road

27 Princeton Road

26-28 Princeton Road

22 Princeton Road

20 Princeton Road

16 Princeton Road

10 Princeton Road

8 Princeton Road

6 Princeton Road

2 Princeton Road

Dat a Sheet

%
I,

f

ca. 1855

m d-20th c.

ca. 1800

ca. 1810

ca. 1850
ca. 1850

ca. 1870
ca. 1870

ca. 1800

ca. 1920

ca. 1800

Sterling Massachusetts

DATE G-
GONSTRUCTT ON

1920s

20th c.
20th c.
20th c.

19th c.

1930s Tudor

19th c.

ca. 1850 G eek Revival

1980s

STYLE

Got hi ¢ Revival

Col oni al

Feder al

Feder al

G eek Revival

Second Enpire

Feder al

Col oni al

Feder al

page 2 of

STATWY

aB
aB
NI B
NI B
20 St

NI B

aB
aB

as
aB
aB
NI B
asB
aB .
as
aB,
aB
NI B
aB

aB

10



25

26

27

28

29

30
31
E 32

F33

G34
35
36

37

MI Gt

H STCR CNAME

Cheever HO ke
Gar age

Dr. Pierce HObe
Rarter-Priest-
Wi ght Huse
Bam

Ebrter B cuse
Bam

Bai | ey House
Gar age

Hepbur n Hause

Salimut Wor cest er

City Bank

Fire Station/
Ebl i ce Depart nent

Clinton Savings Bank

Shop

Lori ng- Est abr ook
Huse and Shop

Mbses Smth Store

Bar n

District Data Sheet
Sterling Center Historic District,

STRET ATHRESS

225 Vforcester Road

229 Wrcest er Road

233 Vforcester Road

235 Wrcest er Road

237 Vforcester Road

239 Vforcester Road
243 Vforcester Road
1 Main Street

| A & BMin Street

3 Main Street
5 Main Street
7 Main Street

9 Main Street

SterlingMassachusetts

DATE OF
OONSTRUCNOJ

ca. 1860
20th c.

ca. 1850

ca. 1800-core
ca. i850-front
20th c.

ca. 1850
ca. 1850

ca. 1850
20th c-

ca. 1925
1921-1924

1970s

1958, 1979

1970s
ca. 1850

1790, ca. 1826
19th c.

ca. 1794
ca. 1900

page 3 of 10

STYLE

Greek Revival

@ eek Revival

@ eek Revival

@ eek Revival

@ eek Revival

Col oni al Revival
Col oni al Revi val

Col oni al Revival

[nternational

Col oni al Elsvival
@ eek Revival

Feder al

Feder al

STATWH
aB
NI B
aB
aB
NI B

aB
as

aB
NI B

aB
aB
NI B

NI B

NI B
aB
20 B



38

39

40

41

H 42

43

44

45

46

47

1-48

21

22

H STCR C NAME

Mbses Sm t h House

Phar macy Bl ock

Town Hal |
Archi ves

Congregati onal
Church

First Service Bank

Wlliams House
Bar n/ Shop

Hi gh School

Gar age

Electric Power Generat or
First Church Parsonage

Ki | bum St evenson-
Butterick House

Bartlett-Butterick
Buil ding

Butterick School

District
Sterling Center Historic District,

STREET AICRESS

11 Main Street

27 Main Street

31 Main Street

33 Main Street

37 Main Street

41 Main Street

50 Main Street

48 Main Street

46 Main Street

42 Main Street

1 Park Street

Dat a Sheet

DATEF
" GONSTRUCTT ON

ca. 1785

ca. 1850
1970s-front

1835, 1893
early 20th c.

1835
1950s-al tered

ca. 1970

ca. 1850
19th c.

1883

m d- 20t h c.
m d-20th c.
ca. 1790

ca. 1850

ca. 1845

1935

Sterling Massachusetts

STYLE

Feder al

G eek Revival

G eek Revival

Col oni al Revival

G eek Revival

East | ake/ Stick

Feder al

Queen Anne

G eek Revival

Art Deco

page 4 of

STATLY -
RESORCE

aB

aB

aB
NI B

asB

NI B

aB
aB

agB
NI B
NT St

aB

aB

aB

NI B
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M/ NAC/

49
49A
49B
49C
49D

50

51 14

52

53

54
55
J-56

57 840

K- 58

Sterling Center Historic District,

H STCR C NAME

Town Gonmon

District Data Sheet
Sterling Massachusetts

STRET ADRESS

Ameri can Revol ution Menori al

Civil War Monurnent
Firefighters' Menori al
Mary's I7anb Menori al

El'i Kilburn House
Bar n

Joshua Hought on House

Kendal | House

Sterling Gange

Bur pee House

Rem ngt on House

O d Chocksett Cenetery

Bar n
Bar n

8 Maple Street

10 Mapl e Street

12 Maple Street

14 Maple Street

16 Maple Street
18 Mapl e Street

20 Maple Street

22 NMaple Street

DATE O

STYLE

CONSTUA | ON

1742
1976

1866 C

1979
1962

ca. 1856
ca. 1856

ca. 1790

ca. 1810
noved ca.

G eek Revival

Feder al

Feder al
1845

to this site

ca. 1885 East | ake/ Stick
noved here ca. 1903

ca. 1840 G eek Revival
ca. 1790 Feder al

m d-20th c. Col oni al Revival
1736

enl arged- 1837

ca. 1930 Col oni al Revival
20th c.

20th c.

page 5 of 10

STATUY

dsi
NJ O

mfA ee -,
NJ O
NI O

aBs
aB

aB
IldB °
NI B
as

NO B
NI B
NO B



59

60

L-61
62

63

64

66
67
68

M69
70

29

25
25

16

H STCR C NAME

Eterley Bartlett Hlke
Bam

@ eenhouse

Gazebo

C Foster Huuse
Bam

Hosner - Robi nson House
Bar ns

DH Hosner Hsuse
Bam

Sawyer - Priest House
Barn

Rugg Huuse

HW Bur pee Hause
Manasseh Hought on House
Dr. Luther Allen Huuse

o
@xxl w n- GgexDd-
Butterick Hsuse
Gar age

District Data Sheet
Sterling Center Historic District,

STRET AATRESS

24 Napl e Street

26 Mapl e Street

28 Ifeple Street
32 Mapl e Street

33 Mapl e Street

31 Mapl e Street

25 Mapl e Street
19 Mapl e Street
17 Mapl e Street
57 Mapl e Street

3 Mapl e Street

9 Pine Street

Sterling Massachusetts

DATE O-
@NSTR.Lr i asr

ca.
ca.

1859
1859

20th c.

ca.

ca.
ca.

ca.

ca

1900

1845
1895

1970
1840

19'thc:.

ca.
ca.

ca.
ca.

ca.

ca.

ca.

ca.
ca.

1875
1875

1860
1860

1860
1850
1800- 1812

1807,
1856 noved

to site

20th c.

ca.

1820

20th c.

STYLE

[talianate

@ eek Revival

>

Col oni al Revival

@ eek Revival
[taliante
Stick

[taliante
[taliante

[taliante
@ eek Revival
Feder al

Feder al

cape

Feder al

N

page 6 of 10
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M2 NG/

71.

72

76

77
78

79

80

81
82

2d

10

17 -l 1

HISTORIC NAME

Brown-Capen-Farwell House
Barn

Rajnnond-Springer House
Barn

Greenhouse
Blood-Peck House

Barn

Rumps House
Pratt-Barnard House
Barn

HP. Kendal |
Barn

House

Kendal | - Shedd House

Stewart House
Barn

J. M Bailey House

Gar age

E N Taylor House
Barn

Frei ght Depot

Sterling Cider Mill
Store

District

STREET ACRESS

2 Pine Street

8 Pine Street

7 Pine Street

VWaushacum Avenue

10 Waushacum Avenue

14 Waushacum Avenue

20 VWaushacum Avenue

2 Newell Hill Road

3 Newel |l Hill Road

19 Wushacum Avenue

VWaushacum Avenue

15 Waushacum Avenue

Dat a Sheet
Sterling Center Historic District,

DATE OF
GONSTRUCTT ON

ca. 1830
19t h c.

ca. 1800
19th c.

20th c.
1760s,

enl arged ca.
19th c.

early 20th c.

ca. 1850
ca. 1850

ca. 1888
ca. 1888

ca. 1850

ca. 1855
ca. 1855

ca. 1855
20th c.

ca. 1850
20th c.

l[ate 19t h c.

ca. 1910
early 20th c.

1790

Sterling Massachusetts

STYLE

G eek Revival

Feder al

Feder al

Gothic Revival

Queen Anne

G eek Revival

G eek Revival

G eek Revival

G eek Revival

page 7 of

STATWY

aB
aB

as
aB
as

aB
as
as

aBs
aB

as
aB

as

aB
as

aB
NI B

aB
NI B

aB

aB
N2 B



MEe /

84

85

86

N 87

88

90
91
92
93
94

95
96

N/

19
24

Am ni

H STCR C NAME

Gar age

Wal ker House

Bar n

Reed- Sawyer House

Wl ard-Peeso House

Gar age

Butterick House
Bar n

Pierce-Butterick House

Brick School house

Copel and Qun Shop

(oss House
Bar n/ Gar age

Townsend House

Brooks House

District
Sterling Center Historic District,

STREET ACDRESS

11 Waushacum Avenue

9 Waushacum Avenue

7 \Wushacum Avenue

16 Houghton Road

4 School

14

26

28

32

37

35

33

31
29

School

School

School
School
School
School

School

School

School

Street

Street

Street

Street

Street

Street

Street

Street

Street

Street

Data Sheet
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Sterling Massachusetts

DATE OF
QONSTRUCTI ON
ca. 1794
20th c.

ca. 1860
19th c.

ca. 1860
ca. 1907
ca. 1970
1901 "IAN
20th c.

ca. 1840
ca. 1840
ca. 1840 »
1835

ca. 1835
ca. 1900
ca. 1850
early 20th c.
early 20th c.
ca. 1849,

a. 1849-noved
Fo sﬁe

STYLE

Feder al

G eek Revival/
East| ake

Col oni al Revival
Col oni al Revival

Col oni al Revival

G eek Revival

G eek Revival
Feder al

Feder al

Col oni al Revival

G eek Revival

Col oni al Revival

G eek Revival

STATWY

aB
NC/B

aB
B r

aB

aB

NJ B

aB
NJ B

aB
aB

aB
aB
aB
aB

aB
NJ B

aB
aB



ME / N/

0-97

98
P-99 ;'

100

101

102

103

104
105
106

107

Q 108

R- 109

Sterling

H STCR C NAME »

Gar age
Lovi n House

O d ToimBarn

Barn e '/

Butterick-Davis~
Bartlett House

E Taylor House

Gar age

Sm t h- Newhal | House
W Il ard-Fisher House
Jewett-Sm th House
Copel and- Eddy House
Barn/Radio Station

Fire Truck Barn
Barn

Center

District

STREET ACDRESS

23 School Street

19 School Street
17 School Street

15 School Street

2 Bird Street

4 Bird Street

6 Bird Street

8 Bird Street
10 Bird Street
12 Bird Street

14 Bird Street

18 Bird Street

20 Bird Street

if- A

Data Sheet

Hi storic District,

[INEIR}

DATE G-

GONSTRUCTT ON

20th c.
20th c.

ca. 1860

A20th c.

ca. 1910
ca. 1910

ca. 1850

ca. 1850

ca. 1850
20th c.

ca. 1860
ca. 1845

ca. 1850

late 19th c.

1920s

" 1920s

1920s

m d-20th c.

"» "md-20th c.

Sterling Massachusetts

STYLE

G eek Revival

Col oni al Revival

G eek Revival

G eek Revival

G eek Revival

G eek Revival
G eek Revival
G eek Revival

Col oni al Revival

Col oni al Revival

Col oni al Revival
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STATWY

NJ B
NJ B

aB

NI B

aB
aB

aB

aB

aB
NJ B

aB



M/ Nz / H STCR C NAME
S 110 Sterling Menorial Field
[l OA Bandst and
[10B Vi et nam Vr Menoria
HOC Fl agpol e
10D World Wars &Korea Menori al
KEY
C contributing
NC.«..noncontributing
B building
Si... .site
St....structure
0 obj ect

Sterling Center Historic District,

D STR CT TOTALS
Contributing: 106B, 2Si, 2St, 10
Noncontributing: 34B, |1Si, 3St,

60

District

STREET ACDRESS

Data Sheet

Cross & School Streets ca.

DATE OF
QONSTRUCTT ON
1984
ca. 1984
ca. 1984
ca. 1984
ca. 1984

Sterling Massachusetts
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STATWY

NCT S
NT S
N2 O
N2 O
N2 O
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WASO Form -177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
("R" June 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Sterling Center Historic District
Worcester County
MASSACHUSETTS 4198

Working No.
Fed. Reg. Date:
Date Due: NfErrorn

Sntred | n thftAction:  _itrACEPT

resubmission -
omis iatloaal Beglater RETURN.
Cl] nomination by person or local government REJECT_
CU owner objection Federal Agency:
CU appeal
Substantive Review: CH sample e request 1Z] appeal CD NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below
1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? ® yes * no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

excellent | I deteriorated unaltered - original site
CZl good I lruins CH altered moved date.
CUfair I 1 unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CD summary paragraph
CZI completeness

CH clarity

| | alterations/integrity
CH dates

I Iboundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

CH summary paragraph

CH completeness

CH clarity

CH applicable criteria

CH justification of areas chedkecic

CH relating significance to the resource A
CH context /
CH relationship of integrity to significance

CH justification of exception

CH other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CH Maps
CH Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed.— Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet

GPO 91 8-450
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The Commonwedlth of M assachusetts

Office of the Secretary of State
Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary

Massachusetts Historical Commission
Vderie A. Tdmage

E.xecutive Director

Sate Historic Pre.'iervation Officer

March 7, 1988

Carol Shull
National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior
National Park Service
P.O. Box 37127
Washington, DC 20013-7127
Dear Ms. Shull:
Encl osed you will find the nomnation forns for the followng properties:
O stricts
Boston, Tenple Place Historic District
MIton, MIton Centre Historic District
Sterling, Sterling Center Historic District
Vel [ esl ey, Hinnewel| Estates Historic District
Véston, Vel lington FarmHistoric District
Individual properties
Boston, Dorchester Lower MIIs Branch Library, 1110 Wshington Street
xford, Higuenot Fort, Fort Hill Road

VWrcester (Wrcester MRY), Aurora Hotel, 652-660 Main Street

80 Boyldon Street, Bogon, Massachusatts 02116 (617) 727-8470



They have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed

by the State Historic Preservation Officer. QGaners were notified of pending

State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before theneeting and were

afforded the opportunity tocomment. N conments have been received to date

ﬁl Ireqlues.t t he expedited review of the Hinnewel | Estates Historic District,
esl ey.

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg \J
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Gonmission

BH es

Encl osure



