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MHTESUWRA. SOGNHCANE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character,

and architecturally significant structures).
This quiet residential area consists of nineteen houses, mostly mddle class cottages, and
one barn. Although a one-and-a-half story, five bay house on the northwest corner of the
intersection of G over and High Streets probably dates from the late-18th or early-19th
century, the neighborhood is characterized by late—19th and early—20th century vernacular
styles including Gothic Revival, Queen Anne, Colonial Revival and Bungal ow.

Six nearly identical Gothic cottages with jigsaw | acework bargeboards date from the earliest
subdivision of the area as a suburban nei ghborhood, probably in the 1880's. Several exanples
of this sane house type and design are seen in other sections of Southbridge, especially in
the area around Dresser and Chapin Streets which were being developed during the sane general
period (see #17 Dresser Street). Mst typically, they seemto have been built in groups of
two or nore as i f done by a particular builder on speculation. Four of the six houses of
this type on G over Street are the best preserved exanples of this design remaining in South-
bridge. Because of their excellent state of preservation, both individually and as a group,
they are of particular architectural significance.

(See Continuation Sheet)

KST(RCL. SANHCANE of area. (Explain devel opnent of area, Mla caused it,

and how it affected conmunity; be specific).
The land on which G over Street and this neighborhood were built was part of the forty acre
property of the Clarke-Gl over House (form #D-444) on South Street as late as 1878. The house
at 174 High Street my have been an earlier house related to that sane property, possibly built
by Moses or Lenuel Clarke between 1796 and 1830. Sonetime during the 1880's or 1890's an
extension of High Street and G over Street were cut through the property. By 1898 the forty
acres had been extensively devel oped, with houses on spacious lots scattered throughout. WWen
a renewed wave of suburban devel opment occurred in Southbridge during the early—20th century,
the area was further subdivided and new houses were built in between earlier ones and
previously vacant |ots were devel oped.
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ARCH TECTURAL S AN H CANCE  (cont ' d)

A variety of modest houses built mostly on the southern end of the street are representative
of the development of the area south of South Street as a middle class suburban neighborhood
during the first three decades of the 20th-<;entury. Of particular note is a group of seven
one-and-a-half story houses on the west side of the street, set on a relatively spacious tree
shaded lawns facing a water reservoir across the street. Built between about 1910 and 1930,
these Colonial Revival and Bungalow-inspired vernacular houses are each unique. The group is
generally little altered and well preserved. Early-20th century infill of the same type links

the late-19th century section of the street with this early-20th century development at the
south end. . .

NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT
The Glover Street District is significant as an example of new housing

types developed in the 19"th and early — 20th century for the
expanding middle class. The small single—family houses built here
took the common geble-front cottage form, later favoring modest
Colonial Revival forms. During this growth, the town's villages

coalesced with the construction of housing adjacent to work—places.
It meets National Register criteria A and C at the local level and
retains integrity of setting, location, materials, workmanship,
design, feeling, and association. The boundaries indicated on the
attached assessors map are those of current ownership and drawn to
include the best preserved surviving examples.
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