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[DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
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—GOOD —RUINS X-ALTERED . —MOVED DATE.
— FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

PHYS CAL APPEARANCE

The Salem Post Officei s at the southern end of avery dramatic and
bustling downtown area on Margin Street. Thebuilding andits corner
property arei nexcellent condition. It iscentered onthesite, witha
grand stairway and|lawn before i t anda vehicle naneuvering area to its
rear. Thesite i slandscaped with |awn, shrubs, andtrees. Adetailed
wought-iron fence with hollow ornanental posts protects the Nornan Street
side of the property. This two-story edifice of steel frane construction
functions as both the Post Office andfederal building. Thebuildingis of
red brick laid i na Flemsh bond with a cross-gabled roof over the public
two-story block. I nplan, there i sanoriginal vestibul e andpublic |obby
flanked by the Postnmaster's Office and work space, with theworkroom nail
vestibule, and platform beyond.

Ten,w de granite steps with wought-iron railings nark the main entry.
The front (east) elevationi s athirteen-bay conposition with afive-bay
central projectingentrance portion. This area i s topped by a bri ck t ynpanum
with agranite raking cornice anda bronze frane ocul us wndow w th
terra-cotta festooned ornament. Aplain granite entablature with
denticulated cornicing surrounds thestructure. Thesecond floor consists of
a series of wood-frane, double-hung wndows with 12/12 [ight and granite
sills. Theentrance portico i s enphasized by a series of brick pilasters
with lonic terra-cotta bases and caps suggesting a hexastyle portico. A
brick ledge defines the second floor level. Thefirst floor endbays have
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recessed arched panels above the projecting brick base and granite base
course containing doubl e-hung, arched w ndows with granite sills. The first
floor of theentry has three deeply recessed arched openings with paired
repl acenent al umnumand gl ass doors. These are franed by engaged wood

col utms supporting a plain wood entablature with modillions and cornicing.

The north and south elevations aresimlar tothefront facade,
including thegabled end details and wndow usage. The north elevation has a
[firge granite balustraded bal cony and a recessed Palladian wndow with a
granite entablature and keystone bresiking the brick |edge to denote an
inside stairwell. The rear (west) elevation contains thenmail platfoxTn.

Qe enters thebuilding through a wide vestibule with awred glass
ceiling, bronze beans, walls of polished plate glass with bronze and wood
framng, a narble base and pilasters, and verde antique narble flooring. 1|t
is highlighted with a notched cast bronze entablature and hol | ow col ums
with continuous fluting which frames three sets of inner brass doors that
open to the public |obby. This one-story space has a high vaulted plaster
ceiling, plaster walls and denticulated cornicing, pilasters, caps, and trim
work of St. Genevieve golden redmarble, flooring and borders of verde
antique narble, and Westfield green nmarble stools. Beneath the stoolsare
solid bronze-faced radiator grilles. The service screen has three counters,
two bays of general mil slots, a door to theworkroom and three custoner
boxes; above arelarge wood and gl ass panel ed pivoting w ndows. The far
right bay i s alobby for the Superintendent of Mil and Asst. Postnmaster's
offices, an elevator, and a set of narble stairs tothefederal offices.
Flat marble pilasters, entablature, and lintel frane the Postnaster's door.
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The left lobby wall replaces original servicewndows with a poorly
handcrafted display case and wndow |eft of thevestibuleis anunsightly
"newsstand" of plywood and gl ass, thevaulted ceiling has new recessed down
lights while the a umnxun chandeliers arecopies of theoriginal brass
fixtures, and the passenger elevator replaced a set of stairs.
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Groundbreaking: Julf/ Smith ii Walker, Architects
SFEAOACDATES p~dication: July 3 93SBUILDER/ARCHITECTJ""""" wetmore. Sup. Architect

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Prom nently sited overlooking Ripley Plaza i ndowntown Sal em their building i
handsone two-story brick cross gable structure (with one story ell). It fulfills
function of US Post Office branch as well as federal officebuilding. Builtin
1932-1933, it s designs were provided by t he Sal embased architectural firmof Smth

and Wal ker. Architecturallyitissignificant as thefinest exanple of a Colonial
Revival civic building i nSalem Furthernore, it represents a radical departure from
Secretary of theTreasurer MAdoo's 1915 classification of buildings. Under this
system (still i n operation before the Supervising Architect's office was placed

within thePublic Wrks Admnistration i n1933), post offices of a scale as grand as
Salems Post Office would be categorized as Type A Buildings i ntheir category; however,
were faced with marble or brick - brick was used i nsmaller scale. Type Cpost offices.
In this case, brick reinforced with granite, was enployed t oneet North Shore weat her
conditions. The "bond" of thewalls feature what i scalled the"Harvard Effect", so
called becausei t was a technique first used at Harvard University. This technique
involves bonding granite over a brick surface. Chelmsford quarries providedthe
granite material. Compatibility with extant masonry,latfe 18th and early 19th century
structures i nthecity nay have been another reason for thechoice of brick.

S a
l'sthe

Stylistically this building i sGeorgian i nterns of form- itsfive bay pedi mented

central pavillion is flanked by four bay wings. Wndows on thefirst floor exhibit an
arched, nulti-pane Palladian-like sensibility, while standard multi-pane rectangular w ndov
appear on t hesecond floor. Onanentations (intheAdanesque style) i slimtedto the
pedi ments of thecross and side gables.

Before t he SalemPost Office was constructed, 51 buildings occupied this site. Judging
by photographs taken at thetime of demolition, at |east a dozen of the structures
were of considerable age, including theold Ruck House which dates t oc. 1650.

It was "considered t obe theoldest house i nSalemat that time." Qne time this Post
Office site had been t helocation of "Knockers Hole", an enclave of 17thcentury ship's
carpenters and theold SalemDepot. |t is presently part of Salems central business
district.

The SalemMain Post Office was constructed at a cost of $3,000,000.00. | nApril of
1930, Congress approved an appropriation of $360,000.00 for thebuilding and t he site.
Razing of existing structures began in August of 1931. G ound was broken on July 19,
1932.  The cornerstone was laid on Septenber 21, 1932. |t reads "Qyden L. Mlls,
Secretary of theTreasury; Smth and Wl ker, Architects; James A Vétnore, Acting
Supervisory Architect, 1932.
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The plans for this building were drawn by Robert W Hadley of Captain Phillip Horton
Smith's office (Smth and Walker - information on their firm i ssketchy - apparently
the firm noved t o Boston at sone point after 1935). |t was constructed by Louis B

Cadarlo. At thetime of itsdedication this Post Office/Federal Building was praised
for itslavish appointed and innovative features. The lobby, for exanple, featured
verde antique marble floors, westfieldgreen stools and pilasters, capitals and trim
work of St. Genevieve Golden redmarble. Five "colonial chandeliers" were hung from
the ceiling. Innovative features i nthis buildingeincluded "the |atest patent coal
burning boilers", special vaults for records, a "swing roont for off-duty enployees
("complete with fans, water coolers and steel furniture), bank-like stamp clerk
cages and t he latest stanp equi pment.”

The construction of the Salem Main Post Office at t heheight of t he Depression provided
jobs for thecity's unenployed workers. During the 1930'5 i nSalem general federal
fundings and appropriations for sewers, schools, and city maintenance provided work

for theunenployed. Unenploynent insurance was becoming a burden tolocal mlls and
the city's lanp industry was threatened by cheap imports. 1 n 1933t he Sal em Leather
Conpany whi ch enpl oyed 300-400 people was considering nmoving t o Danvers.

In additiontoPost Office facilities, this building houses theoffices of thelRS i
and Public Health Service - all roonms were eventually occupied by Federal agencies.
The Salem Main Post Office buildingcontinues tobe an important focal pointin
downt own Sal em
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UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE
Real Estate and Buildings Department
475 L'Enfant Plaza, SW
Washington, DC  20260-6400

April 23, 1986

M. Carol DO Shull
Chief of Registration _
National Register of Historic Places

National Park Service
Department of Interior
Washi ngton, DC 20240-1002

Dear Ms. Shull:

The Postal Service hereby submits a nomnation for the post
office located at 2 Margin Street, Essex County, Salem

Massachusetts 01970.

If you have any questions concerning this nom nation,

please call ne at 202/268-3107.

Sincerely,

John S Sorenson

Realty Specialist, Senior
Real ty Managenent Division
Office of Real Estate

Enclosure

AR 30 86



FIELD REAL ESTATE AND BUILDINGS OFFICE
PC Box324
Laxington. MA 02173-0524

August 20, 1965

I he Honorable M hory Salvo
Miyor, City of Salem

Salan City Vsl

Véishi ngt on Street

Sal em 01970

Dear Myor Sal vo:

the US Postal Service inconjunction with the Massachusetts State Historic
Preservation Officer in Boston has evaluated the hein ftjst Office in Salem and
has determned it issignificant fran an historical viewpoint.

In viewof the above evaluaticn, the US Bostal Service intends to ncmnate
this building to the National Register of Historic Places. V& would, prior to
our taking formal action, a“Teciate receiving your oc"icurrence.

[f you ocncur with our proposed action, kindly return a signed copy of this
letter in the enclosed envel ope.

Sincerely,

Gregory Gilleland
General “"bmger

Ccxicur:
Enclosures

JPC/ljr



