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Borden Flats Light Station, Fall River 

SITE DESCRIPTION: The Borden Flats Light Station, a caisson constructed 
lighthouse, was bu i l t on a reef at the mouth of the Taunton River, which also 
comprises part of Fall River. The name "Borden Flats" was derived from the 
Borden Family, who owned extensive tex t i le mil ls along the edge of the r iver 
and were one of Fall River's wealthiest families. The Braga Bridge, Rt. 195, 
passes almost d i rect ly above the lighthouse, and just beyond this bridge is 
Battleship Cove, a large tourist attraction in the c i ty. Large stone and 
wooden piers are located on both sides of the r iver on either side of the 
lighthouse. The lighthouse is not easily v is ib le to anyone other than ^ 
mariners because the bridge passes overhead and there are no shore roads (view 
is blocked by warehouses and m i l l s ) . 
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MAJOR ELEMENTS DESCRIPTION: The single tower (1881) is located at this site 
and occupies 650 square feet. 
Exterior: The cast iron cylindrical caisson, or shel l , was sunk and f i rmly 

secured with cement on the reef at midpoint in the r iver . In 
fact , about 15' of cement comprises the foundation of the 
structure, most of which is below the water l ine . 
Because of the dangerous reef surrounding the tower, approach can 
only be made from one side (the north). 

Porch: From a wide, cement platform that encircles the entire tower, an 
iron ladder leads up to the "porch". 
The "porch" is open, with a roof covering 1/3 of the tower. At 
one end, there is a large storage closet and at the other end is 
the door leading inside the tower. The roof of the "porch" is 
constructed of steel supported by 24 concrete beams, some of 
which have been recently repaired. 

1st window: One window (blocked by a sheet of plywood) is situated direct ly 
opposite the ladder that leads to the "porch." Its interior 
measurements are 24" X 46", and i t has a 38" panel with a 4" 
bracket that is 6 1/2" deep. 
The pediment is 43 1/2" wide and 23" up to the peak. The molding 
juts out 3 1/2" and i t is 4" high. 

Door: A wooden door opens onto a steel door which in turn opens into 
the entranceway, and yet another door (which is paneled). This 
last door opens into the f i r s t floor of the tower. I t measures 
72" high X 35" wide. The doorway is iron and 11" deep. 

Arch: Inside the tower, there are two recessed arches with shelves, and 
the recessed window. (Al l in a l l , three similar arches.) Each 
arch is 52" high and the two with 15" deep. The th i rd arch, 
above the window, is 17 1/4" deep and are set in 8" from the 
wooden frame of the window. 

1st Floor: The steel cei l ing of the f i r s t floor is made of twelve panels 
f i t t e d together to form a circular shape as in other lighthouse 
cei l ings. An iron shaft, or ig inal ly used to house the large 
clockwork, runs from the center of this floor up through the 
other f loors to the lens room. 

Stairs: A circular steel staircase begins on the far side of the f i r s t 
f loor and is 38 1/2" wide, taking up about 1/4 of the entire 
f loor space. 

Basement: A small door under the staircase opens onto a seven step curved 
ladder down to a half basement. Each r iser on the ladder 
measures 12". The basement is 7 1/2" high and was probably used 
to house the fuel tank and for water storage. The exterior wall 
is 8' thicker here than on the f i r s t f loor . 

Stairs: From the f i r s t f loor , there are nine steel steps 32" wide, "9 
deep on the near end and 14 1/2" deep on the far end, which is 
against the wall . The steps lead up to the f i r s t landing (2nd 
f l oo r ) . Another nine steps lead to the second landing, or the 
th i rd f loor. The lat ter landing has no wooden f loor l ike the 
f i r s t and second f loor . Instead, i ts steel segmented 
construction is exposed. The upper two floors were probably the 
keeper's quarters. Another window is located on the th i rd f loor . 
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Lamp Room: a fourth set of nine stairs leads to the lamp room, which is very 
similar to the lamp rooms in the Cape Cod lighthouses. That i s , 
a false porthole is found immediately at the top of the s ta i r s , 
just before entering the room. I t has a wooden frame. Two 
standard portholes are then located inside the lamp room, whose 
walls are covered with vert ical wooden sheathing. A stove pipe, 
an original item, was found in one corner. 

Lens Room: A seven step curved iron ladder leads to the lens room, through 
an iron trap door. The lens room is ten-sided, with none of the 
window panes blacked out. Al l are v is ib le to navigators. The 
panes (which are not or iginal) were installed quite recently. 
They are made of lexan, but f i t the standard lighthouse lens room 
window - 26 1/2" X 36 ( inter ior measurements) and 28 1/2" X 38 
2/8" X 1/4" thick (exterior measurements). 

Walls: The walls of the lens room are covered with the same vert ica l 
wooden sheathing as the lamp room. 

Vents: Five a i r vents are located in the walls around the room; four 
have been permanently covered. 

Balcony: A wooden half door opens onto a steel half door, and then onto 
the balcony, which is 50" deep. I t has an iron ra i l i ng and 
balusters that are 41" high. A large brass b e l l , 100 years old, 
blocks the balcony on the Fall River side. I t is f u l l y 
automated, as is the lens inside. 

Roof: The metal roof has a metal l in ing as wel l , made up of a series of 
triangular segments. The tower is grounded by a strap running 
dow the side of the lighthouse and then into the r iver bottom. 
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CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY: 

1180 - The s i t e was purchased by the U.S. Government. 
1881 - The present lighthouse was constructed at a cost of $24 , 000. 
1957 - The tower was e l e c t r i f i e d . 
1963 - The s ta t ion was f u l l y automated and unmanned. 
1977 - The l i g h t was modernized with a p las t i c lens. 
1981 - The ex te r i o r was repainted, i n te r i o r sections were rewired, and parts 

of the tower were str ipped for reconstruct ion. I ts brass be l l is 
s t i l l in operation (100 years o l d ) . 

1983 - Fog signal changed to an electronic horn. 
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LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Borden Flats Light Station possesses integr i ty of location, design, 
sett ing, materials, and workmanship as well as important associations with the 
development of aids to navigation in Massachusetts. Constructed in 1881, i t 
is one of the earl iest and best maintained caisson type l ight stations in the 
state, preserving many of i ts original features and Italianate design elements 
intact. Additionally, i t remains an active a id, necessary for navigators to 
avoid the reef on their approach to an active port. The Station meets 
cr i ter ia A and C of the National Register of Historic Places on the state 
level . I t also meets survey cr i te r ia l b . Id , l e . 
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